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 Two Lord’s Day evenings ago, we saw that one of the main purposes for marriage is the 
bearing and rearing of children.  The Bible tells us that children are a blessing, but they are only 
a blessing if we will take the time to raise them in the fear and admonition of the Lord.  
Untrained and undisciplined children can be a shame to both their father and mother.  But well-
behaved, and especially God-honoring and God-fearing children are a blessing and a comfort.  
To have children like this takes more work than simply bringing them to Sunday School and to 
church once a week.  It requires a lot of hard work and a life-long commitment to impress upon 
their minds a distinctively Christian life and world view.  We need to remember that the Lord has 
made children in a very unique way.  When they are very young they are very impressionable.  
You can much more easily mold and shape their mind and character then than later in life.  It’s 
when we become older that our hearts tend to become harder and less impressionable.  They are 
no longer so easily taught or changed.  This is why we need to begin early and constantly train 
and instruct them throughout their formative years.  This is also why this kind of nurture needs to 
go on in the family.  It’s the only environment where training of this kind can take place.  This is, 
as a matter of fact, the way it was done from the very beginning of the Creation.  Remember, that 
for the many years between Adam and Eve and the institution of the Old Covenant under Moses, 
the true religion was kept up exclusively in families, through family worship and covenantal 
nurture.  All during this time it was virtually the only kind of evangelism that was going on, the 
only thing that built and sustained the church.  It is still vitally important to the spiritual health of 
our families and the well-being of the church today.  If we neglect this duty, not only will we be 
disobeying the clear instruction of our Lord, we will also be missing one of the most important 
evangelistic fields the Lord has given us.   
 Children, we saw last week how important your role also is in this work.  All that your 
parents do won’t do you any good, unless you submit to them, learn from them and obey them.  
Remember, God tells you that you need to obey you parents and honor them, not only while they 
are living, but also after they have died.  He says that if you will, He will give you a long life and 
a happy one.  As parents, there is nothing that would make us happier than to see you inherit this 
blessing in the service of the Lord.   
 This evening, I would like for us as parents again to consider the subject of covenant 
nurture, but this time to zero in on what specifically we must try to accomplish.  What, in other 
words, is the purpose of our child rearing?  What are we trying to produce in our children?  What 
are our goals?  Generally speaking, what we want to teach them is to think God’s thoughts 
after Him, that is, to think as God wants us to think.  But more specifically, we want to teach 
them to know the true God and to live in the way He commands us to live.   
 Now, as I said in a previous sermon, the Lord does not expect us to convert our children, 
but He does expect us to educate and train them.  God alone can change their hearts.  We are 
powerless to do anything about it.  There have undoubtedly been many times in the lives of 
God’s people when they wished that they could have, especially when they themselves hadn’t 
been faithful in their calling to raise their children, and now their children were reaping the 
consequences.  But there is nothing we can do to change their hearts.  What we can do, however, 



 

is give them the knowledge they need to find the One who can.  We can teach them the Gospel.  
We can teach them about the love of God in  Jesus Christ.  We can teach them of their need of 
faith and repentance, and how this gift only comes from God.  And we can also teach them how 
to love, honor and serve this God, if He should call them into His eternal kingdom of glory.  
Now, we already know that this is our responsibility, because this is what we in fact vowed to 
God that we would do, when we presented our children for baptism.  One of the questions we are 
asked, when we present our children for baptism is, “Do you promise to instruct your child in the 
principles of our holy religion as revealed in the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, and 
as summarized in the Confession of Faith and Catechisms of this Church; and do you promise to 
pray with and for your child, and to set an example of piety and godliness before him, and to 
endeavor by all the means of God’s appointment to bring him up in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord?” (FOG, DW, IV:B:4).  This is what we vowed and so this is what we must do.  Of 
course, doing this won’t guarantee their salvation, but not doing it will almost guarantee that they 
won’t be saved.  By not teaching them, we not only keep them in the dark about the only way to 
heaven, we also make them sitting ducks for the devil.  Thomas Brooks once wrote, “As Satan 
hath his device to destroy gracious souls, so he hath his devices to destroy poor ignorant souls, 
and that sometimes, by drawing them to affect ignorance, and to neglect, slight, and despise the 
means of knowledge.  Ignorance is the mother of mistake, the cause of trouble, error, and of 
terror; it is the highway to hell, and it makes a man both a prisoner and a slave to the devil at 
once.  Ignorance unmans a man; it makes a man a beast, yea, makes him more miserable than the 
beast that perisheth.  There are none so easily nor so frequently taken in Satan’s snares as 
ignorant souls.  They are easily drawn to dance with the devil all day, and to dream of supping 
with Christ at night (Precious 211).  With the abundance of knowledge the Lord has blessed us 
with at our disposal, we have no excuse to be ignorant ourselves, nor to leave our children to 
walk in the dark.   
 We should strive to teach them the Gospel.  We should be diligent to develop in them a 
distinctively Christian life and world view.  We should teach them to know their God and to 
know what it is He wants of them and why.  And what better guide could we have than this 
inspired book of wisdom, written by the man who was blessed above all others in the world with 
godly wisdom.  God said to Solomon, after he had made that great number of sacrifices, 
“Behold, I have given you a wise and discerning heart, so that there has been no one like you 
before you, nor shall one like you arise after you” (1 Kings 3:12).  Solomon was the wisest man 
who ever lived, and that which he considered to be one of the wisest things he could do was to 
write a book on the subject of covenant nurture.  He understood the importance of teaching his 
children while they were young to know their God and walk in His ways.  And so he wrote the 
book of Proverbs.  Let us consider for a moment what the purpose of the book is.  Once we see 
it, it will help us to understand what our goal should be in child-rearing.   
 First, he wrote this book so that his children might “know wisdom and instruction,” or 
more literally that they might know how to apply the truth, and receive the discipline they need 
to live according to that truth.  Second, he wrote it that they might be able to understand the 
sayings of understanding.  The Lord has given us a great deal of truth in His Word, but it won’t 
do us any good if we don’t understand what it means.  We see all the time how a lack of 
understanding can do a great deal of harm in our lives and in the lives of others.  Thirdly, 
Solomon wrote the book to exhort his children to “receive instruction in wise behavior, 
righteousness, justice and equity,” that is, that they might live in a wise way, in the right way, 



 

and in a just way.  Fourthly, he wrote it “to give prudence to the naive, to the youth knowledge 
and discretion.”  He wrote it to point out to his children how little they know, and how much 
they need to learn.  Solomon writes, “It is not good for a person to be without knowledge” (Prov. 
19:2).  And the Lord says through the prophet Hosea, “My people are destroyed for lack of 
knowledge” (4:6).  When you consider all of the snares that the devil has laid out to catch us in, 
and how many he has caused to fall by them, and how many times he has caught us in them, then 
the importance of gaining godly knowledge, of living according to it, and of teaching it to our 
children becomes more and more important.   
 What then are some of the things we should teach our children?  Well, the list is as long 
as the Bible, but this evening I would like to give you those things which are most important, 
especially the things which we are taught in this passage.   
 Certainly, they need to know the Gospel, in all of its aspects, not only in the narrower 
sense of the message of salvation, as we have seen, but also in its broader sense as it 
encompasses all of life.  The Gospel not only calls us to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ for our 
salvation, it also calls us to live a holy life.  Everything that follows can really be summarized 
under this category.   
 We need to teach our children to know their God, the God who made them, who made 
them in His image, and who placed them in households with believing parents, that they might 
come to know Him through the Gospel.  They must know what the true God is like, so that they 
don’t fall into the worship of a false god through their ignorance.  They need to know that our 
God is the Creator and sustainer of all things, as we saw this morning, that the world is not some 
kind of cosmic accident, that life did not evolve on the earth through some natural and random 
processes, that everyone is accountable to Him.  Evolution is just an excuse to ignore God and to 
live the way you want to live.  It doesn’t explain anything, it just attempts to bury the knowledge 
of God so that this knowledge won’t get in the way of their fun.  Our children must know that 
God made them and they belong to Him, and that therefore they are accountable to Him for they 
way that they live.   
 But along these lines, we also need to teach our children to be thankful.  They need to 
learn to thank God for making them, and to thank Him for taking care of them.  They need to 
know that every good thing they have in life to enjoy, including their parents, their friends, their 
pets and their toys, all come from God, and they need to thank Him for those things.  They need 
to know that God gives us our daily bread, and that this is why we bow our heads and thank Him 
for it before each meal.  They also need to know that He is the One who gives us our clothing 
and shelter, so that they never take any of these things for granted.   
 We must teach our children to love this God.  God is good to all of His creation.  God is 
good to them.  But most of all, God is infinitely perfect and holy.  He is the source of all good 
and is infinite goodness itself.  He is merciful and kind to all, and He is especially gracious to 
those who will come to Him through His Son Jesus Christ.  He is worthy to be loved.  We should 
love Him dearly, more than anything else, and we should also teach our children how much they 
should love Him.   
 But we must also teach them to fear God.  God is not only a God of love, He is also a 
God of wrath and justice.  He tells us that He will never overlook any wrong that is done, but 
will bring it all one day to His court of justice.  Our children should learn to fear Him, to fear His 
justice, so that they will learn not to sin.  But they also need to learn this  so they will know why 
they should turn to the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation.  The fear of the Lord is the beginning of 



 

wisdom.  It is meant to drive us to Christ.  We must teach our children about these things, and 
not hide these things from them.   
 But not only should we teach our children what God is like, we should also teach them 
what He wants them to be like.  And here we can summarize what He wants them to be with two 
words:  loving and just.  This is what the Ten Commandments are all about.  Certainly, as we 
have seen, they need to learn to love, honor, worship, reverence and obey the God who made 
them, as the first four commandments teach.  But they must also learn to love, honor and respect 
all men, as the next six teach.   
 First, we must teach them to honor authority, wherever the Lord has ordained it, such as 
in their parents, in the church, and in the state.  This is almost entirely lacking in the children of 
today.  Their parents learned to rebel against authority, and they have learned it all too well from 
them.  But we must not teach ours in this way.  We must instruct them, through discipline, and 
through example, that they must not only to listen to, but submit to and obey those who have the 
rule over them, at every level.  If they never learn submission, it will be much more difficult for 
them to submit to Christ.   
 Second, we must teach them to respect life.  They must never injure their neighbors 
through their actions or their words, but must love them as themselves.  They must protect them 
and provide for them when necessary.  And if they ever injure their neighbor in some way, they 
must learn to make whatever restitution is necessary, to help them or care for them, until they are 
well again.  In Neil’s History of the Puritans, he writes about a man who was out hunting with 
his crossbow one day.  As he raised his eyes, he saw a movement in a bush, quickly raised his 
crossbow and fired, only to find that he killed a man.  What was he to do?  It was an accident, 
but by this accident, he deprived a woman and her children of their means of support.  The only 
just thing, and loving thing, he could do was to supply the needs of the family for the rest of their 
lives, or until this woman could remarry, which is what he did.   
 Third, we must teach them to keep themselves pure in life and conduct, so that they never 
entice anyone to any sexual sin, nor commit any themselves.  Fourth, we must teach them to be 
honest, never to take anything that doesn’t belong to them, and to be willing to make restitution 
to those they have stolen from, even if what they took is as small as a Lego block.  Fifth, we 
must teach them never to lie, especially when that lie causes someone else to get into trouble, but 
to always tell the truth about all men.  And sixth, we must teach them to be content, to be 
thankful for what the Lord has given them, and not to be jealous of what He hasn’t.  These 
commandments teach us how to deal justly with our neighbor.  They also teach us what it means 
to love our neighbor as ourselves.  Paul writes, “Love does no wrong to a neighbor; love 
therefore is the fulfillment of the Law” (Rom. 13:10).   
 But there is one other thing we must be very careful to teach them and to practice 
ourselves, and that is forgiveness.  We must teach them to deal justly with themselves when they 
have injured others and to make the proper restitution to them.  But we must also teach them not 
to insist upon justice when they have been injured, but to show mercy and forgiveness instead.  
A bitter and unforgiving heart is fertile ground for all kinds of sin.  We must beware of it 
ourselves, but we must also be careful not to allow it in our children.  If we find that they have an 
unforgiving heart, we must discipline it out of them while there is hope.  We must require that 
they forgive others, and not allow them to harbor resentment and grudges against you or anyone 
else.  We must teach them to always seek after the things that are good for others and never for 
their neighbor’s harm.  Bitterness always bring forth the fruit of hatred.  It sends out arrows 



 

which wound the souls of others.  God tells us that we must forgive those who injure us, and 
even if they don’t ask for forgiveness, we should still be willing to forgive them, and hope and 
pray that one day the Lord will move their hearts to seek reconciliation.  Remember, the Lord 
tells us that if are unwilling to forgive others, we will find that He is also unwilling to forgive us.  
 Now again, teaching your children these things will not save their souls, but not teaching 
them to them may very well condemn them.  These are the means by which the Lord brings His 
elect children to Himself, through the Gospel.  May the Lord help us to be faithful in teaching 
and praying for our children, that we might see His blessing of salvation rest upon them.  Amen.  


