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Grace OPC High School Sunday Class Teaching Notes 
Year:     1 of 4  Date:  Week 2 
Quarter: 4 of 4 Biblical Thinking 
Lesson Title: The Gifts of Apostleship and Healing 
Lesson Purpose: To look at the gifts of Apostleship and Healing and to see if we should 

expect to see them in the church today. 
 

1. Introduction 
Last week we saw: 

q As believers in the Lord, Jesus Christ, we are given the Holy Spirit and along with Him, we are given 
gifts  

q Some come at conversion, some during sanctification 
q There are a large number of gifts that can be given to us through the grace of Christ 
q All come to use by the working of the Holy Spirit. 
q Unbelievers can have some experience of spiritual gifts and graces. 
q Other than the gifts associated with conversion, all believers do not receive the same gifts in the same 

measure 
q All the gifts we are given are given for the good of the whole church and not simply for the benefit of 

the individual. 
q Not all the gifts present in the early church are still given today – the need of them is past. 

For the next three lessons, we will look at the gifts that served a special function in the early 
church but which have now passed out of the church (Apostles, Tongues, Prophecy) or have 
been altered in administration in the church (Healing). 
It clear from this and from the lesson last week that we are not saying all spiritual gifts have 
now ceased.   
What we will see is that certain gifts had a revelatory function and that for very good reasons 
we should not expect to find them in the church today. 
This week we will look at Apostleship and Healing 

2. The gift of Apostles 
We saw last week that Apostles were a gift to the church: 
 
The Gift Scriptures 
Apostles, Helps, 
Administrations 

1 Corinthians 12:27 Now you are Christ’s body, and individually members of it. 28 And God 
has appointed in the church, first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then 
gifts of healings, helps, administrations, various kinds of tongues.  

Apostles, Evangelists, 
Pastors and teachers 

Ephesians 4:10 He who descended is Himself also He who ascended far above all the 
heavens, so that He might fill all things.) 11 And He gave some as apostles, and some as 
prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, 12 for the equipping of 
the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ; 13 until we all attain 
to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the 
measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ.  

2.1. What is an apostle? 
The Greek word literally means “sent one” or “messenger”.   
The word is used generally of those who are sent on behalf of someone else: 

John 13:16 “Truly, truly, I say to you, a slave is not greater than his master, nor is one who is sent greater than 
the one who sent him.  

Also of people sent from a church: 
Philippians 2:25 But I thought it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus, my brother and fellow worker and 
fellow soldier, who is also your messenger and minister to my need;  
2 Corinthians 8:23 As for Titus, he is my partner and fellow worker among you; as for our brethren, they are 
messengers of the churches, a glory to Christ.  

In a sense, therefore, all believers are apostles, having a general commission from Christ to be 
His messengers and reach the lost. 
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Apóstolos also denotes bearers of the NT message, first the twelve (Acts 1:26) sent out by 
Jesus himself (cf. Mt. 10:2; Mk. 6:30), with Peter their head and Jerusalem their center (Acts 
8:1); then the first Christian missionaries, as in Acts 14:4, 14 (Paul and Barnabas), Gal. 1:19 
(James), Rom. 16:7 (Junias and Andronicus), and 1 Cor. 15:7 (a wider circle). Paul and 
Barnabas are sent by the congregation at Antioch (Acts 13:1ff.). 
 
Despite this, there is a distinct group in Scripture that we will call Apostles of Christ, which 
shares with the twelve the common basis of a meeting with the risen Lord and commissioning 
by him personally.  

 
Luke 6:13 And when day came, He called His disciples to Him and chose twelve of them, whom He also 
named as apostles:  
Acts 1:1 The first account I composed, Theophilus, about all that Jesus began to do and teach, 2 until the day 
when He was taken up to heaven, after He had by the Holy Spirit given orders to the apostles whom He had 
chosen. 3 To these He also presented Himself alive after His suffering, by many convincing proofs, 
appearing to them over a period of forty days and speaking of the things concerning the kingdom of God.  
Acts 1:21 “Therefore it is necessary that of the men who have accompanied us all the time that the Lord Jesus 
went in and out among us— 22 beginning with the baptism of John until the day that He was taken up from us—
one of these must become a witness with us of His resurrection.”  
1 Corinthians 9:1 Am I not free? Am I not an apostle? Have I not seen Jesus our Lord? Are you not my work 
in the Lord?  

Hence Apollos and Timothy are not called apostles, but Paul’s apostleship is accepted at 
Jerusalem (Acts 15; Gal. 2:9; cf. 1 Cor. 15:8ff.). Apostles, then, are not officials of the church 
but officers of Christ for its upbuilding, and in this sense they are comparable to the OT 
prophets (Eph. 2:20; 3:5). “In the church” in 1 Cor. 12:28 refers to the whole body whose head 
is Christ (cf. Eph. 1:22; Col. 1:18; Eph. 4:11), not to the local congregation. 

Kittel, G., Friedrich, G., & Bromiley, G. W. (1995, c1985). Theological dictionary of the New Testament..  

Finally, the word is used of Christ Himself in Scripture.   
Hebrews 3:1 Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of a heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the Apostle and High 
Priest of our confession;  

2.2. Why are there no longer Apostles of Christ in the Church? 
q First on the basis of the qualification that true Apostles of Christ should have been 

witnesses of the resurrection and have seen the risen Christ. 
q Second, note the description that Paul gives of himself in 1 Cor 15:  

1 Corinthians 15:3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins 
according to the Scriptures, 4 and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the 
Scriptures, 5 and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 After that He appeared to more than five 
hundred brethren at one time, most of whom remain until now, but some have fallen asleep; 7 then He appeared 
to James, then to all the apostles; 8 and last of all, as to one untimely born, He appeared to me also. 9 For I 
am the least of the apostles, and not fit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.  

It seems clear from this description that Paul did not expect any true Apostles of Christ 
to come after him – he was “last of all” and “born out of due season”. 

q Third, note the description in Ephesians 4: 
Ephesians 2:19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and 
are of God’s household, 20 having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus 
Himself being the corner stone,  

How many times do you lay the foundation of a building?  Then what happens?  So if 
the foundation was laid by apostles and prophets, what can we conclude? 

q Fourth, what do we know of the foundation that the apostles and prophets laid?  What 
did it consist of?  It was the Word of God, which largely came to us through apostles 
and prophets (this is something we covered in an earlier lesson).  What do we know 
about the Bible?  Are we waiting for more to be added to it or not?  We know that it is a 
completed revelation (also covered earlier).  So if the Scriptures are completed, what 
continuing purpose is there for men through whom the Scriptures came? 
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2.3. If there are no Apostles of Christ, what else does this mean? 
It is clear from the above that the New Testament Gift of God to the church in the Apostles was 
a temporary gift.  Once they had fulfilled their function, there was no need for further Apostles 
to be appointed.  If we concur that this gift has ceased, it is not so hard to see that other 
miraculous gifts we read of in the New Testament may also have had a transient purpose. Other 
Scriptures confirms this point: 

2 Corinthians 12:11-12 I have become foolish; you yourselves compelled me. Actually I should have been 
commended by you, for in no respect was I inferior to the most eminent apostles, even though I am a nobody.12 
The signs of a true apostle were performed among you with all perseverance, by signs and wonders and 
miracles. 

Signs and wonders were given to confirm God’s Apostles.  If Apostles have ceased, so have the 
signs and wonders that confirmed them. 

Hebrews 2:2-4 For if the word spoken through angels proved unalterable, and every transgression and 
disobedience received a just recompense, 3 how shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation? After it was 
at the first spoken through the Lord, it was confirmed to us by those who heard,4 God also bearing witness 
with them, both by signs and wonders and by various miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit according 
to His own will. 

Jesus first spoke of salvation.  Then this was confirmed by the teaching of those who heard (the 
apostles) and God authenticated their message by enabling them to perform signs and wonders.  
But if their purpose has passed, there will no longer be signs and wonders of this kind. 
 
It is a Biblical pattern that God confirms His true prophets and Apostles with signs, wonders 
and miracles.  Consider Moses, who was given signs to demonstrate to Pharaoh and Israel that 
he was speaking from God.  Or the Jews of Jesus’ time, who often asked Him for a sign to 
authenticate who he was.  This is why miracles tend to cluster in Scripture around periods when 
there is new revelation happening – Moses, the establishment of the school of the prophets, 
Christ.  It is clear from Scripture that signs and wonders were not consistently seen in the 
church. 

3. The “gift of healing” 
The following argument is presented as the view of the teacher.  There may be other acceptable 
ways to regard the gift of healing while maintaining a reformed perspective but this one does 
seem to fit the Scriptures very well. 
First, we need to be clear what the gift of healing was in Scripture.  Even the apostles could not 
heal people at will, it seems.  They were given gifts to heal at certain times only.  Each separate 
healing was a gift of God.  Note that both “gifts” and “healings” should be in the plural in the 
following verses: 

1 Corinthians 12:9 to another faith by the same Spirit, and to another gifts of healings by the one Spirit, 
1 Corinthians 12:27 Now you are Christ’s body, and individually members of it. 28 And God has appointed in 
the church, first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, 
administrations, various kinds of tongues. 29 All are not apostles, are they? All are not prophets, are they? All are 
not teachers, are they? All are not workers of miracles, are they? 30 All do not have gifts of healings, do they? 
All do not speak with tongues, do they? All do not interpret, do they?  

If apostles and their delegates could heal at will, how shall we understand Philippians 2:25-27?  
Philippians 2:25 But I thought it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus, my brother and fellow worker and 
fellow soldier, who is also your messenger and minister to my need; 26 because he was longing for you all and 
was distressed because you had heard that he was sick. 27 For indeed he was sick to the point of death, but 
God had mercy on him, and not on him only but also on me, so that I would not have sorrow upon sorrow.  

 Why didn’t Paul just heal Epaphroditus instead of letting him get to the point of death?  Why 
didn’t he heal Timothy of his bad stomach and frequent illnesses (1 Tim 5:23)?   

1 Timothy 5:23 No longer drink water exclusively, but use a little wine for the sake of your stomach and your 
frequent ailments.  

Because he couldn’t!  Any other explanation would make Paul callous - watching his close 
friends and helpers suffer when he could have healed them. 
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So healing even in NT times does not seem to have been was not an act of the will of the healer 
that could be used at any given moment (with the obvious exception of Christ) and there does 
not appear to have been a “healing ministry” as such. 
 
Often in the NT, healing was used as a sign or wonder by which Apostles were authenticated.  
As we have seen, healing in that form has now of necessity ceased, together with Apostles of 
Christ. 
 
Does God still heal today then?  Yes, He does!  Instruction is given to the NT church in James 
as to how healing is to be conducted in the NT church setting: 

James 5:13-15 Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing praises.14 Is 
anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him 
with oil in the name of the Lord;15 and the prayer offered in faith will restore the one who is sick, and the Lord will 
raise him up, and if he has committed sins, they will be forgiven him. 

If God intended us to be healed by those with a healing ministry (whatever that is - 1 Cor 9 
suggests that this is not a Biblical idea), why does he command the sick to call for the elders in 
the church?  This would be an internal inconsistency in Scripture.  The passage should say “let 
him call for the gifted healer in the church” if we were to seek healing in this way.  Note that 
God still heals miraculously - but He has prescribed the means through which it should happen 
- through the elders and in the church.  This may not involve “gifts of healings” as they were 
present in the very early church but does give a clear indication that the Lord is at work among 
His people to heal them according to His will 

4. Conclusions 
We have seen: 

q Apostle is used generally in Scripture of those sent on a mission (in a sense all believers 
are apostles).   

q However, there was a specific category (we called them Apostles of Christ) who saw 
the risen Christ and were personally commissioned by Him. These are no longer present 
in the church and there are good reasons why this should be the case. 

q If Apostles of Christ are not present in the church today, we should not expect to see the 
signs, wonders and miracles that the Lord gave to authenticate them 

q Healing was given as one of the signs to authenticate Apostles of Christ.  Even they 
could not heal at will but Scripture talks of “gifts of healing”, which implies that each 
instance of healing was a gift.  If this is true, there never was in the NT a healing 
ministry as some pretend to have it today. 

q Nevertheless, healing is still present in the church but it is now administered through the 
elders and may not therefore involve the sense of “gifts of healings” as we find it in the 
NT 


