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Grace OPC High School Sunday Class Teaching Notes 
Year:     1 of 4  Date:  Week 1 
Quarter: 4 of 4 Biblical Thinking 
Lesson Title: The Gifts of the Spirit - 1 
Lesson Purpose: To review the Biblical teaching on spiritual gifts 
 

1. Introduction 
We are beginning the last quarter of this first year of the course.  In the first three quarters of 
the year, we have been filling up our “tool box” with useful instruments that will help us to live 
Biblically.  In this last quarter, we will be tackling some real issues in the church today and we 
will want to use the tools we have been learning about to help us in that process. 
 
The first subject we will look at is the gifts of the Holy Spirit, then evangelism and finally 
Apologetics.   
 
This week, we will begin by laying a Biblical foundation on the whole subject of spiritual gifts 
and then in following weeks we will move on to look at some of the gifts that are more 
controversial in the church today.  We are not going to seek to judge anyone for their beliefs 
and practices but we are going to examine the beliefs and practices themselves and judge them 
by Scripture using our tool box to determine what we should believe. 

2. What are the Spiritual Gifts? 
Let’s look at some Scriptures on this subject.  It is surprising how many gifts the Holy Spirit 
bestows on the children of God.  We tend to focus on just a few gifts and miss the blessing of 
seeing the fullness of God’s graciousness to us. 
We have given the main passages on the subject below and this includes the full range of gifts 
given to the early church.  We shall see in coming weeks that not all of these gifts were 
intended to continue indefinitely in the church.  It is clear from Scripture that not all the gifts 
were manifested among the people of God in all ages.  For example, there was no prophetic 
voice for 400 years before Christ’s birth. 
 
The Gift Scriptures 
Christ Himself  John 3:16 “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 

believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.  
John 4:10 Jesus answered and said to her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is who 
says to you, ‘Give Me a drink,’ you would have asked Him, and He would have given you living 
water.”  

The Holy Spirit Luke 11:13 “If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much 
more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him?”  
Acts 8:20 But Peter said to him, “May your silver perish with you, because you thought you 
could obtain the gift of God with money!  

Repentance Acts 11:18 When they heard this, they quieted down and glorified God, saying, “Well then, 
God has granted to the Gentiles also the repentance that leads to life.”  

Faith Ephesians 2:8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it 
is the gift of God;  

Justification and 
Righteousness 

Romans 3:23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 being justified as a gift 
by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus;  
Romans 5:16 The gift is not like that which came through the one who sinned; for on the one 
hand the judgment arose from one transgression resulting in condemnation, but on the other 
hand the free gift arose from many transgressions resulting in justification. 17 For if by the 
transgression of the one, death reigned through the one, much more those who receive the 
abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus 
Christ.  
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A new heart Ezekiel 11:19 “And I will give them one heart, and put a new spirit within them. And I will take 
the heart of stone out of their flesh and give them a heart of flesh,  

Eternal life Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ 
Jesus our Lord 

Glory.  John 17:22 “The glory which You have given Me I have given to them, that they may be one, 
just as We are one;  

Grace James 4:6 But He gives a greater grace. Therefore it says, “God is opposed to the proud, but 
gives grace to the humble.”  

Wisdom James 1:5 But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all generously and 
without reproach, and it will be given to him.  

Strength, Peace, Rest Psalm 29:11 The LORD will give strength to His people; The LORD will bless His people with 
peace.  
Matthew 11:28 “Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.  

Love, Joy, Peace, 
Patience, Kindness, 
Goodness, 
Faithfulness, 
Gentleness, Self-
Control. 

Galatians 5:22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.  

Prophecy, Service, 
Teaching, Exhortation, 
Giving, Leading, 
Showing Mercy 

Romans 12:4 For just as we have many members in one body and all the members do not 
have the same function, 5 so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually 
members one of another. 6 Since we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, 
each of us is to exercise them accordingly: if prophecy, according to the proportion of his faith; 
7 if service, in his serving; or he who teaches, in his teaching; 8 or he who exhorts, in his 
exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, 
with cheerfulness.  

Word of wisdom, 
Word of knowledge, 
Faith, Gifts of 
Healings, Effecting of 
Miracles, Prophecy, 
Distinguishing of 
spirits, Various kinds 
of tongues, 
Interpretation of 
Tongues 

1 Corinthians 12:4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 And there are 
varieties of ministries, and the same Lord. 6 There are varieties of effects, but the same God 
who works all things in all persons. 7 But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for 
the common good. 8 For to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to another 
the word of knowledge according to the same Spirit; 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, and 
to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10 and to another the effecting of miracles, and to 
another prophecy, and to another the distinguishing of spirits, to another various kinds of 
tongues, and to another the interpretation of tongues. 11 But one and the same Spirit works all 
these things, distributing to each one individually just as He wills. 12 For even as the body is 
one and yet has many members, and all the members of the body, though they are many, are 
one body, so also is Christ.  

Apostles, Helps, 
Administrations 

1 Corinthians 12:27 Now you are Christ’s body, and individually members of it. 28 And God 
has appointed in the church, first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then 
gifts of healings, helps, administrations, various kinds of tongues.  

Evangelists, Pastors 
and teachers 

Ephesians 4:10 He who descended is Himself also He who ascended far above all the 
heavens, so that He might fill all things.) 11 And He gave some as apostles, and some as 
prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, 12 for the equipping of 
the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ; 13 until we all attain 
to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the 
measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ.  

3. To whom are they given? 
It is clear from the Scriptures we have looked at that the gifts are given to individual believers: 

Romans 12:6 Since we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, each of us is to exercise them 
accordingly: 

Generally, these are received by believers.  Why?  Because it is believers who have received 
the Holy Spirit and it is through Him that these gifts are received. 
Are spiritual gifts never received by unbelievers?  How shall we understand this passage: 

Hebrews 6:4 For in the case of those who have once been enlightened and have tasted of the heavenly gift and 
have been made partakers of the Holy Spirit, 5 and have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age 
to come, 6 and then have fallen away, it is impossible to renew them again to repentance, since they again 
crucify to themselves the Son of God and put Him to open shame.  

It is clear that in some cases, unbelievers can have spiritual experiences and gifts, including 
some experience of the Holy Spirit.  Balaam is described as having had his eyes open, yet 
ended in darkness.  Unbelievers also in the Day of Judgment will recount how they cast out 
demons in Christ’s name and yet Christ will say He never knew them.  It seems to be a 
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“tasting” here though, and even thought there may be an appearance of liking, it is clear there is 
no full participation and enjoyment of these things, such as are reserved for believers only who 
have genuinely been baptized with the Holy Spirit. 

4. How are these gifts received? 
They are spiritual gifts.  They are given to us by Christ.  He earned them for us and they come 
to us following the completion of His earthly ministry: 

Ephesians 4:7 But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ’s gift. 8 Therefore it 
says, “WHEN HE ASCENDED ON HIGH, HE LED CAPTIVE A HOST OF CAPTIVES, AND HE GAVE GIFTS TO MEN.”  

But they are conveyed to us by the Holy Spirit, who is given to us at our conversion and dwells 
within us to sanctify us throughout our earthly lives. 

1 Corinthians 12:4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 And there are varieties of ministries, 
and the same Lord. 6 There are varieties of effects, but the same God who works all things in all persons. 7 But 
to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 

Whilst we all receive certain gifts (repentance, faith etc.), of the other gifts, not all believers 
receive the same ones or even the same measure of the same gifts. 

5. Why are they given ? 
Without exception, the gifts are given for the benefit of the whole church and never simply for 
the benefit of the gifted individual: 

1 Corinthians 12:4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 And there are varieties of ministries, 
and the same Lord. 6 There are varieties of effects, but the same God who works all things in all persons. 7 But 
to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 
1 Corinthians 14:12 So also you, since you are zealous of spiritual gifts, seek to abound for the edification of the 
church.  
Ephesians 4:10 He who descended is Himself also He who ascended far above all the heavens, so that He 
might fill all things.) 11 And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and 
some as pastors and teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the 
body of Christ; 13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature 
man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ.  
1 Peter 4:10 As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another as good stewards of the 
manifold grace of God.  

6. When are they given? 
Some are conferred at conversion (e.g. repentance, faith, justification), others grow with 
sanctification (e.g. love, joy, peace etc.) and some in the NT came with the laying on of hands 
as men were commissioned for a particular ministry. 

1 Timothy 4:14 Do not neglect the spiritual gift within you, which was bestowed on you through prophetic 
utterance with the laying on of hands by the presbytery.  
2 Timothy 1:6 For this reason I remind you to kindle afresh the gift of God which is in you through the laying on 
of my hands.  

7. Conclusions 
q As believers in the Lord, Jesus Christ, we are given the Holy Spirit and along with Him, 

we are given gifts  
q Some come at conversion, some during sanctification 
q There are a large number of gifts that can be given to us through the grace of Christ 
q All come to use by the working of the Holy Spirit. 
q Unbelievers can have some experience of spiritual gifts and graces. 
q Other than the gifts associated with conversion, all believers do not receive the same 

gifts in the same measure 
q Not all the gifts present in the early church are still given today – the need of them is 

past. 
q All the gifts we are given are given for the good of the whole church and not simply for 

the benefit of the individual. 


