
“The Gentiles Receive the Gospel, Part 2” 
(Acts 10:34-48)   

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  This morning, we saw the first meeting between Peter and Cornelius:   
a.  Again, it’s difficult for us to appreciate the barrier that had to be overcome 

for this to take place.   
b.  For centuries the Jews lived as a separate people.   

(i)  God called Abraham apart to make him a great nation.   
(ii)  He gave him the covenant of circumcision that from the beginning set 

them apart as a people.   
(iii)  He gave them laws through Moses that would further keep them 

separated, especially as they entered into the Promised Land/Canaan, 
which was full of the idolatry of the heathen nations.   

(iv)  Peter had been raised in this way:  it had been engrained into his 
thinking and into his heart – as we’ve already seen.   

 
c.  That God was now going to bring the Gentiles on an equal footing with the 

Jews in Christ was difficult to understand.   
d.  But that’s exactly what He was intent on doing.   
 

2.  Peter – having been prepared through the Lord’s vision – went with the 
messengers to Cornelius’ house.   
a.  There he met Cornelius who still didn’t quite understand who Peter was.   

(i)  When Peter entered the house, Cornelius fell at his feet to worship him.   
(ii)  But Peter very humbly and rightly stooped to raise him up and assured 

him that he too was just a man.   
 

b.  Peter explained his upbringing in the Law – how it was unlawful for him to 
visit a Gentile – but he also explained that the Lord had shown him that in 
Christ, he shouldn’t consider any man unholy or unclean.   

c.  He also asked Cornelius why he was sent for, and Cornelius explained the 
vision the Lord had given him.   
(i)  How an angel appeared to him.   
(ii)  Told him that the Lord had heard his prayers.   
(iii)  Commanded him to send for Peter.   
(iv)  And how in anticipation of the importance of the message Peter was to 

bring – a message that would save him and his household – he had 
gathered his relatives and close friends to listen with him.   

(v)  Peter now had confirmed to him the reason the Lord had sent him.   
 
d.  After thanking Peter for his kindness in coming and expressing his desire to 

hear the message he carried, Peter now preached to them the Gospel.   
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B.  Preview.   

1.  This evening, what we’re going to see is,  
a.  First, Peter defends his preaching of the Gospel to the Gentiles.   
b.  Second, the Gospel he preached to them.   
c.  And finally, salvation come to the Gentiles.   

 
2.  As we consider this event this evening, let’s remember that this is the beginning 

of God’s plan to bring the blessing of the Gospel to the nations.   
a.  The kingdom of heaven wasn’t open to the nations for many centuries after 

the Fall.   
b.  But now the Lord has opened the door wide to all who will call upon the 

Lord Jesus Christ in faith.   
  

II.  Sermon.   
A.  First, Peter defends his preaching of the Gospel to the Gentiles:  Because he was 

now bringing the Gospel to the Gentiles, he first gives an apology or defense for 
what he was doing.   
1.  His argument is this:  the Lord is not One to show partiality (v. 34).   

a.  One thing that is true of God and always will be:  God never judges unjustly.   
(i)  He always maintains strict justice in all His works.   
(ii)  Paul writes that God “will render to each person according to his deeds:  

to those who by perseverance in doing good seek for glory and honor and 
immortality, eternal life; but to those who are selfishly ambitious and do 
not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, wrath and indignation.  
There will be tribulation and distress for every soul of man who does evil, 
of the Jew first and also of the Greek, but glory and honor and peace to 
everyone who does good, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.  For there 
is no partiality with God.  For all who have sinned without the Law will 
also perish without the Law, and all who have sinned under the Law will 
be judged by the Law; for it is not the hearers of the Law who are just 
before God, but the doers of the Law will be justified” (2:6-13).   

 
b.  God has never justified a wicked Jew:   

(i)  He has never saved a Jew merely because he was a son of Abraham.   
(ii)  He has only saved those who were righteous because they trusted either 

in the Christ who was coming or the Christ who has come, and that only 
by His mercy.   

(iii)  When God saves someone on this basis, He is not unjust:   
(a)  Justice is served because of what Christ has done.   
(b)  He obeyed to bring a perfect righteousness; He died to atone for sins.   
(c)  God can bestow mercy on whom He will in Christ without any 

violation to His justice.   
 

2.  Now He is extending this same grace and mercy to the Gentiles, as He may 
justly do.   
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a.  In every nation – not just among the descendants of  Abraham – “the man 
who fears Him and does what is right is welcome to Him” (v. 35).   

b.  He will not accept someone merely because he is Abraham’s son, neither will 
He reject someone because they’re not.   
(i)  God judges men by their hearts and not by their lineage.   
(ii)  On the day of His judgment, He won’t ask what nationality we are or 

what church we were a part of – unless being of such has given us an 
advantage to know more about Him.   

(iii)  Rather, He will examine the evidence of our lives, whether we have 
trusted in Jesus Christ by His grace, whether our lives show that we have 
through our love and fear of Him.   

(iv)  Paul wrote to the Galatians, “For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision 
nor uncircumcision means anything, but faith working through love” (5:6).   

(v)  Now the Lord was opening the door to them, putting them on an equal 
footing with the Jews.   

 
B.  Realizing fully that he may now offer the Gospel to the Gentiles, we see, second, 

Peter preach the Gospel to them.   
1.  Notice, he began first with what they knew.   

a.  This is always a good place to start when seeking to bring others to a 
knowledge of Christ.   
(i)  Begin where they are and build on that foundation.   
(ii)  If there are faulty stones/doctrines that need to be removed and replaced, 

then do so.   
(iii)  This is what Peter now proceeds to do.   
 

b.  Since they were living in the land of Israel, they were aware of several things 
already about Jesus – which didn’t happen all that long ago.   
(i)  God hadn’t sent the Word to them in particular, but they couldn’t have 

missed that news since all everywhere were talking about these things.   
(ii)  God had sent the Gospel to the Jews, proclaiming peace in Jesus name – 

the good news of forgiveness and peace with God.   
 

c.  What did they know?   
(i)  They knew about the baptism of repentance that John proclaimed (v. 37).   

(a)  They knew something of how he was the forerunner of the Christ, sent 
to prepare His way.   

(b)  They knew many followed him, listened to what he said and did what 
he told them.   

 
(ii)  They knew that Jesus came after John (v. 38).   

(a)  That He preached throughout all Judea.   
(b)  They knew how the twelve also had preached and how the Lord had 

sent the seventy.   
(c)  All of Palestine had been evangelized through their efforts.   
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(iii)  They knew Jesus went about doing good, how He healed the sick, the 
many miracles He performed, the sins He forgave (v. 38).   

(iv)  They knew He delivered all who were oppressed by the devil, having 
come to destroy the works of the devil (v. 38).   

 
d.  These things were enough for them to know that Jesus was sent from heaven.   

(i)  That God was with Him.   
(ii)  That God had anointed Him with the Holy Spirit and with power – 

authorizing and enabling Him to do what He did.   
(iii)  And that these things showed that He was Lord of all.   

(a)  They actually knew quite a bit.   
(b)  Even unbelievers know more than they will admit:   

(1)  The Bible says they know God exists, though they deny it.   
(2)  They even know they’re on their way to judgment.   
 

(iv)  There were many Jews who saw what Jesus said and knew who He was, 
but their evil hearts would not allow to admit it, because then they would 
be forced to submit to Him, and they didn’t want to.   

 
e.  Finally, they knew the Jews put Him to death by hanging Him on a cross (v. 

39).   
f.  They knew all of this to be true, but Peter makes it even firmer by bearing 

witness to this himself, as well as speaking for all of the apostles who saw 
Jesus and were chosen and sent to be His witnesses.   

 
2.  But then Peter moves into an area where they were not as familiar:  the 

resurrection (v. 40).   
a.  They knew He had been crucified, that there was talk of His having risen 

from the death, but undoubtedly heard the lie the Jews were spreading that 
the disciples had come and taken Him away.   

b.  But Peter presses this truth home, because it is Christ’s vindication, the proof 
that He was sent from God, that God accepted what He did, that He 
accomplished what He said He set out to do – to save all those who would 
trust in Him.  “God raised Him up the third day.”   

c.  There were many witnesses who saw Him.   
(i)  “God granted that He become visible” (v. 40).   
(ii)  He didn’t show Jesus to all the people, but to witnesses He had chosen.   
(iii)  Those who had already rejected His miracles forfeited the right to see 

what the Lord had done for His Son.   
(iv)  But even though all didn’t see Him, there were enough who did to verify 

its truth.   
(v)  And they didn’t just see Him out of the corner of their eye, but for forty 

days, while He ate and drank with them (v. 41) and taught them 
concerning the kingdom of God.   

(vi)  God chose certain witnesses that He might send them to preach and 
solemnly testify that Jesus is the One who had been raised and appointed 
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by God as Judge of the living and the dead (v. 42) – that they should do 
homage to the Son lest He become angry and they perish in the way 
(Psalm 2:12).   

(vii)  He is the One all the prophets bore witness to as well (v. 43).   
(viii)  As a God-fearer, he and his household would have been familiar with 

the writings of the Old Testament and what the prophets said regarding 
Christ.   

 
d.  Peter was sent to tell Cornelius what to do:   

(i)  He had done well in his alms and praying.   
(ii)  But there was one more thing he needed – he needed to believe in Christ:  

“Everyone who believes in Him receives forgiveness of sins” (v. 43).   
(iii)  They needed to trust in Christ if they would be acquitted on the Day of 

Judgment.   
(iv)  This was the message – the Gospel – no altar call, no coming forward, 

just believe and receive His forgiveness.   
 
C.  Finally, we see the result of Peter’s sermon:  they were all brought savingly to 

Christ.   
1.  First we see God’s work in their hearts:   

a.  When they heard this message, they believed.   
b.  The evidence was that while Peter was still speaking, the Spirit fell on those 

who were listening to his message, even as He did on the disciples at first 
(11:15).   
(i)  Peter didn’t even need to lay hands on them, which showed that it wasn’t 

Peter who gave the Spirit, but God.   
(ii)  He came on them even before they were baptized, perhaps to show them 

that their salvation wasn’t the result of baptism, even as Abraham was 
justified by faith before he was circumcised.  They were neither 
circumcised nor baptized – the flesh profits nothing, it is the Spirit who 
gives life (John 6:63).   

 
c.  The evidence of their receiving this gift – as it often was in those days when 

the Lord granted this gift – was their speaking in tongues:   
(i)  Some suggest that they spoke in Hebrew – it appears that what they said 

was understood by Peter and the Jews with him, since they heard them 
exalting God (v. 46).   

(ii)  Just as the disciples had been given the ability to speak the language of 
the nations as a witness to the Jews from all over the Roman Empire, now 
these Gentiles were being given the ability to speak in the Jewish language 
as a sign to the Christian Jews that the Gentiles had also received this gift 
of God.   

 
d.  The result was that Peter and his companions were amazed (v. 45).  They 

really shouldn’t have been, if they had understood the OT Scripture better.  
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Sometimes we create difficulties for ourselves by not understanding God’s 
truth better than we do.   

 
2.  Second, we see Peter’s response:  that they should be baptized.   

a.  The fact that God owned them didn’t mean they should forego baptism, but 
that they should receive that ordinance.   

b.  The Lord gave these Gentiles His Spirit first, so that Peter and the Jews 
wouldn’t be reluctant to place His mark of ownership on them in baptism, in 
the same way that God gave Peter a vision so that he wouldn’t be reluctant to 
visit the Gentiles with the Gospel.   

c.  And so Peter gave the order, and they were baptized, perhaps giving the Jews 
with him that honor so that these Gentiles would not be tempted to boast that 
they were baptized in the name of Peter.   
(i)  Peter was to give himself to the ministry of the Word and prayer, even as 

Paul who was not sent to baptize, but to preach.   
(ii)  It’s not that baptism wasn’t important, but the preaching of the Word was 

more so.   
 

d.  Finally, we see their continuing desire to learn as they ask Peter to stay on for 
a few days.   
(i)  They knew they couldn’t keep him for long, since he had a divine 

commission to preach the Gospel.   
(ii)  Yet they needed further instruction so that they might be established in 

the Word.   
(a)  And so they asked Peter and he helped them.   
(b)  Those who know Christ can never know enough of Him or His Word.   
(c)  This is one of the ways the Spirit of God works in us – to give us a 

strong desire for the Word.   
(d)  Is this desire in you?  Pray that the Lord would strengthen it by His 

Spirit.   
(e)  Is it not in you?  Pray that He would put it there, for He alone can do 

this.  Amen.   


