
“The First Missionary Journey Begins” 
(Acts 13:4-13)   

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation:  Last week, we saw the Lord do two things to prepare for what we see 

this morning:   
1.  The first was that He moved Herod out of the way.   

a.  Even though the Lord didn’t judge Herod immediately for his sin, judgment 
was still coming.   
(i)  For mistreating God’s people.   
(ii)  For killing James, and arresting and intending to kill Peter.   
 

b.  That judgment finally came when he failed to glorify God for a speech he 
made:   
(i)  Every time he did anything praiseworthy and didn’t glorify God, he 

deserved judgment.   
(ii)  But this was the final straw.   

(a)  When the people cried out that he was a divine being – a god – he 
should have immediately rebuked them and given God the glory.   

(b)  But since he didn’t and received their worship, God sent an angel to 
strike him down.   

(c)  Herod was eaten by worms, he began to decay while still alive and 
died shortly after.   

(d)  The Lord, in His Providence, exposed him to something that would 
provoke his sin as a judgment; judged him, and removed him as a 
threat.   

(e)  This allowed the Word to continue moving forward and for Barnabas 
and Saul to return to Antioch.   

 
2.  The second was He called the workers who would be the primary means of 

getting this Gospel out.   
a.  The Lord had equipped Antioch with many good laborers:  prophets and 

teachers.   
b.  And they were faithful to their task, in ministering to the Lord – by leading 

worship, teaching and preaching – and in fasting.   
c.  It was in this context that the Spirit called Barnabas and Saul to the work of 

evangelizing the Roman Empire:  when we are faithful with what the Lord 
has given us, He will give us greater responsibility.   
(i)  The work would begin with Barnabas and Saul.   
(ii)  It would continue later with Paul and Silas.   
(iii)  They did the primary work of evangelizing – it’s amazing what the Lord 

can accomplish through even one of His specially gifted people – although 
others were involved.   
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d.  And when they had fasted and prayed and laid their hands on them, they 
immediately sent them to the work.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  This morning, we see that work begin, and with it, further persecution and 
opposition by the kingdom of darkness.   
a.  Barnabas and Saul begin preaching the Gospel to the Jews in Salamis.   
b.  They then work their way across the entire island to the capital of Cyprus, 

which was Paphos, where the Roman governor for that province wanted to 
hear the Gospel.   

c.  But as they began to explain the Gospel to him, a Jewish false prophet by the 
name of Bar-Jesus or Elymas, argued against them and tried to turn the 
governor from the faith.   

d.  The result was that Saul withstood him and pronounced God’s judgment on 
him, so that they had to lead him away blind, while the eyes of the governor 
were opened.   

 
2.  This morning, we’ll see two things:   

a.  First, the arrival of Barnabas and Saul at Salamis and their preaching to the 
Jews.   

b.  But secondly, their arrival at Paphos and battle with the kingdom of darkness.   
 

II.  Sermon.   
A.  First, we see their arrival at Salamis and their preaching to the Jews.   

1.  Now the battle didn’t just begin in Paphos, nor on Cyprus.   
a.  We’ve already seen how much opposition the devil had made to the Gospel 

in Judea and Samaria.   
b.  And even when they preached and there didn’t seem to be any visible 

opposition, the war was still going on.   
(i)  Sometimes the Lord snatches souls out of the devil’s kingdom without too 

much outward struggle.   
(ii)  But even then, it’s only because the Strongman – Jesus Christ – exerts 

more of His power by the Spirit to do so (Matt. 12:29).   
(iii)  However this isn’t always the case:  most often there is a struggle, as 

we’ll see.   
 

2.  They set sail and arrived at Salamis, where they began to proclaim the Gospel:  
“So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went down to Seleucia and from 
there they sailed to Cyprus.  When they reached Salamis, they began to proclaim 
the word of God in the synagogues of the Jews; and they also had John as their 
helper” (vv. 4-5).   
a.  Notice again that they were sent by the Holy Spirit:   

(i)  There are some churches, such as the Pentecostal church, where the Spirit 
seems to get all the attention.   
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(ii)  In more Biblically balanced churches, such as those Reformed in 
doctrine, the focus is more on Christ, since that is the Spirit’s work:  to 
draw attention to Jesus Christ and not to Himself.   

(iii)  But passages like this remind us that we need to take seriously the fact 
that the Spirit is a divine person – not an impersonal force, as the JWs 
believe – a member of the Trinity, fully God, and is to be worshipped.   

(iv)  We also need to take seriously the fact that it is the Spirit’s work to 
guide the church, to strengthen her, and to convert her members by 
applying Christ to them, as well as glorifying both Father and Son.   

(v)  We’ll see more of His influence in a moment.   
 

b.  First they went to Seleucia – the sea port closest to Antioch – and from there 
they sailed to Cyprus – an island off the coast of Syria, so named by the 
Greeks because of the kypros [henna: a plant used for dyes] grown there.   

c.  Then they arrived at Salamis.   
(i)  Salamis is a port city on the east coast of Cyprus, part of the Roman 

Province of Cilicia.   
(ii)  During the time of Alexander the Great, it was the capital city of Cyprus.   
(iii)  But even after the capital was moved to Paphos, it was still important.   
(iv)  Here they began preaching the Gospel to the Jews in one of their 

synagogues.   
(v)  We’re not told what the results were – undoubtedly there were mixed 

reaction, with some opposing, but some coming to faith – but we see again 
the fact that they were sent first to the lost sheep of the house of Israel, 
though they were now also preaching to the Gentiles.   

 
B.  What is more important to see this morning is what happened in Paphos:  They 

continued to preach throughout Cyprus, until they reached Paphos:  the capital city 
(vv. 6-7).   
1.  When they came to Paphos, Sergius Paulus, the proconsul – the Roman official 

in charge of that province – a man of some intelligence, called for Barnabas and 
Saul because he wanted to hear the Word of God.   
a.  The Bible tells us that the Lord typically hasn’t chosen to save many wise or 

mighty or noble (1 Cor. 1:26).   
(i)  He prefers to do His work through those of more common gifts and status 

in life that His glory might shine the brighter through them.   
(ii)  However, He does save some of this background.   
 

b.  The Lord was moving on the heart of this man to examine Christianity.   
(i)  This is generally where it begins with the common working of the Spirit 

that draws men to Jesus:  it usually doesn’t begin with conversion.   
(ii)  First, one must hear that there is such a thing as Christianity.   
(iii)  Then there is a seeking after more knowledge, then the examining of 

those facts, and coming to a conclusion about them – whether to believe 
them or not.   
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(iv)  Finally, there must be the work of the Spirit as He sovereignly applies 
Christ to those whom He wills.   

(v)  This man was described as a man of intelligence because he was willing 
to listen, to examine, to judge carefully, and not merely to follow the 
religions of Rome.   

 
2.  We will see here that it was the Spirit’s intention to bring this man all the way to 

Christ, but not before the Gospel met with a degree of opposition – again from 
Jewish quarters, but not of the Pharisaical variety.   
a.  With the proconsul, they also found someone in the enemy’s camp that was 

willing to take a stand for his master:  the devil.   
(i)  His name was Bar-Jesus – which means the son of Jesus or Joshua, Jesus 

being a common name.   
(ii)  It was also Elymas – the Arabic translation of his name.   
(iii)  He was a Jew, but Luke describes him as a Jewish false prophet.   
(iv)  He was a magician, trained in astrology, one who performed magic or 

sorcery.   
(v)  Such a person was considered to be wise and so would have been looked 

to for counsel.   
 

b.  This man opposed them (v. 8).   
(i)  He began arguing against them.   
(ii)  His one goal was to turn the proconsul away from the Gospel, that he 

might keep his hold on him by remaining his counselor.   
(a)  Satan constantly resists and opposes the work of God.   
(b)  Jesus came to bind the strong man and plunder his house.  But this 

doesn’t mean that the enemy sits by while He does so.  He does 
everything he can to resist God.   
(1)  He will raise up people and, through them, arguments to champion 

his position – as he does today through the people of the world, 
through even those in the church, through those on Christian TV, 
through false scientific arguments [e.g., evolution] all with the goal 
of turning people away from the faith.   

(2)  Not to mention the fact that he also does everything he can to 
neutralize Christians from getting that message out in the first place.   

 
3.  But when once the Lord has determined to bring someone to faith, nothing can 

withstand him.  Such was the case with Sergius Paulus.   
a.  We read, “But Saul, who was also known as Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, 

fixed his gaze on him” (v. 9).   
(i)  Luke now introduces us to Saul, as Paul.   

(a)  This doesn’t mean his name was changed:  this is his Roman name.   
(b)  Now that his work is mainly centered in the Roman Empire, this is the 

name Luke will use to refer to him.   
 

(ii)  Paul, being filled with the Spirit, looked steadily at him.   
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(a)  Here is another work of the Spirit of God:  boldness.   
(1)  Paul wrote to Timothy, “For God has not given us a spirit of 

timidity, but of power and love and discipline” (2 Tim. 1:7).   
(2)  The Spirit enables us to be and do all that Jesus would have.   
(3)  To do what He calls us to do sometimes requires boldness or 

courage.   
 

(b)  If we are to have this boldness, we must be filled with the Spirit:  We 
must be often in pray, in the Word, in fellowship, and we must keep 
from grieving the Spirit through sin.   

 
b.  Next, Paul called him what he was:  “You who are full of all deceit and 

fraud, you son of the devil, you enemy of all righteousness, will you not 
cease to make crooked the straight ways of the Lord?” (v. 10).   
(i)  He wasn’t nice about it – there was no ethic of civility – Luther believed 

there was nothing too foul that could be said about the enemy.   
(ii)  He was full of deceit:  his father, the devil, is a liar and the father of lies.   
(iii)  He was full of wrongdoing – unethical, unprincipled.   
(iv)  He was an enemy of all righteousness:   

(a)  Those of the kingdom of darkness hate the light and oppose it.   
(b)  Their goal is to make crooked paths for themselves and others – they 

hate the way of righteousness, the straight and narrow path.   
(c)  God has commanded moral uprightness, but they oppose it.   
 

c.  And so by the power and authority of the Spirit, Paul speaks and brings 
judgment on him:  “‘Now, behold, the hand of the Lord is upon you, and you 
will be blind and not see the sun for a time.’  And immediately a mist and a 
darkness fell upon him, and he went about seeking those who would lead him 
by the hand” (v. 11).   
(i)  This was his judgment:  He was a blind man seeking to lead the blind into 

the ditch – pit of hell.   
(ii)  So now he would be blind for a time that he might, if the Lord willed, be 

brought to repentance.   
(iii)  Instead of seeking to lead the proconsul, he now sought someone to lead 

him by the hand.   
 

d.  This judgment, however, turned out to be a saving miracle in the life of the 
proconsul.   
(i)  Even God’s wrath can be used to verify His Word, “Then the proconsul 

believed when he saw what had happened, being amazed at the teaching of 
the Lord” (v. 12).   

(ii)  Elymas became blind, but the proconsul’s eyes were opened.   
(a)  Certainly, there was more at work here than this miraculous judgment:   
(b)  The miracle itself could only force him to acknowledge that the Word 

of God was true, it couldn’t convert him.   
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(c)  But the Lord used this miracle as a means to fully convert the 
proconsul, as the Spirit worked faith in his heart.   

 
(iii)  As Satan tried hard to stop the progress of the kingdom, the Lord 

overruled what he did to advance it.   
(iv)  This is spiritual warfare, but this is the advantage we have fighting on 

the side of God, who has unlimited power to accomplish His will.   
 

4.  The last thing we see is that all of this was apparently too much for John – either 
the confrontations with the kingdom of darkness, the hardships or opposition – 
and he deserted them.  “Now Paul and his companions put out to sea from 
Paphos and came to Perga in Pamphylia; but John left them and returned to 
Jerusalem” (v. 13).   
a.  He ended up going back to Jerusalem – where his parents lived – rather than 

Antioch from where he departed, perhaps because of shame.   
b.  Later, when Barnabas will want to take his cousin with them again on the 

second journey, Paul will refuse because of this desertion and the hardship it 
brought on them.   

c.  But John will later repent, showing that even though we sometimes weaken 
and fall into sin, the Lord is still able and willing to use us when we repent.   

d.  Spiritual warfare isn’t easy.   
(i)  It will take all that we have and more – the power of the Spirit.   
(ii)  But it is something we are all engaged in, whether Christians or not.   

(a)  Jesus said, “He who is not with Me is against Me; and he who does 
not gather with Me scatters” (Matt. 12:30).   

(b)  In this war, we are either fighting on one side or the other:  there is no 
neutrality.   

(c)  If you have never trusted in Christ, you are on the enemy’s side:  
unless you want to be defeated with him, trust in Jesus now.   

(d)  But if you already have, continue to do so:  Trust in the Lord, put on 
His armor, and you He will enable you to stand as well.  Amen.   


