
 

“How to Make Godly Decisions, Part 5” 
(Lord’s Day School, 7-1-01) 

 
 
 

  I think that one of the things that we struggle with more than just about anything else 
in our society today is the idea of authority.  It seems if the 60’s movement taught us 
anything, it was to question any and all authority.  After all, what gives anyone the right 
to tell me what to do?  I should be able to make my own decisions, no matter how young 
I am.  I should be able to direct my own life.  Who put you in authority over me?  This 
attitude is seen on television, in the media, in our families and in our churches.  We all 
reflect this same kind of mentality to one extent or another.  But of course, the question 
we should always be asking ourselves is, Is this the way it should be?  Should the 
standard change when the world we live in changes?  Of course not.  God has given us a 
standard that never changes.  He has given us His Ten Commandments.  One of these 
commandments has to do with the establishing and upholding of authority.  God 
established authority on every level so that His world would be governed and controlled 
appropriately.   
 
V.  What we will look at this morning is how we should make decisions based on the 

authority God has established.  This is what the fifth commandment is all about.  What 
is the fifth commandment?  In Exodus 20:12, we read, “Honor your father and your 
mother, that your days may be prolonged in the land which the LORD your God gives 
you.”  Now what does this commandment mean?   
A.  First, who does it tell us to honor?  Are we to honor only our parents, or anyone 

else?   
1.  Certainly, we are to honor our parents.  Paul writes, “Children, obey your 

parents in the Lord, for this is right.   Honor your father and your mother (which 
is the first commandment with a promise)” (Eph. 6:1-2).  What is that promise?  
“That it may be well with you, and that you may live long on the earth” (v. 3).  
We’ll certainly want to think about this when we come to the application.  There 
is a promise here of long life and happiness for those who will obey this 
command.   

2.  But does this commandment teach us to honor only our parents?  No.  We are 
also to honor those who are older than us:  Paul writes, “Do not sharply rebuke 
an older man, but rather appeal to him as a father, to the younger men as 
brothers, the older women as mothers, and the younger women as sisters, in all 
purity” (1 Tim. 5:1-2).  We are to show honor and respect to our elders.   

3.  Wives are to honor and respect their husbands:  Paul writes, “Wives, be subject 
to your own husbands, as to the Lord.  For the husband is the head of the wife, 
as Christ also is the head of the church, He Himself being the Savior of the 
body.  But as the church is subject to Christ, so also the wives ought to be to 
their husbands in everything” (Eph. 5:22-24).   

4.  Is there anyone else?  The Bible also tells us that we are to honor those who 
have been placed over us both in the church and in the state.   
a.  Sometimes the Bible uses the title father to refer to an officer in the church:   
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(i)  Elisha called Elijah the prophet father.  “And Elisha saw it and cried out, 
‘My father, my father, the chariots of Israel and its horsemen!’  And he 
saw him no more.  Then he took hold of his own clothes and tore them in 
two pieces” (2 Kings 2:12).   

(ii)  Joash the king also called Elisha the prophet father.  “When Elisha 
became sick with the illness of which he was to die, Joash the king of 
Israel came down to him and wept over him and said, ‘My father, my 
father, the chariots of Israel and its horsemen!’” (2 Kings 13:14).   

(iii)  Paul calls the Galatians his children, which infers that he considered 
himself to be their father, “My children, with whom I am again in labor 
until Christ is formed in you” (Gal. 4:19).   

(iv)  And he writes in 1 Corinthians 4:14-16, “I do not write these things to 
shame you, but to admonish you as my beloved children.  For if you were 
to have countless tutors in Christ, yet you would not have many fathers; 
for in Christ Jesus I became your father through the gospel.  I exhort you 
therefore, be imitators of me.”   

 
b.  The Bible also refers to kings and queens as fathers and mothers.   

(i)  The Lord said through Isaiah the prophet, “And kings shall be your 
nursing fathers, and their queens your nursing mothers: they shall bow 
down to you with their face toward the earth, and lick up the dust of your 
feet; and you shall know that I am the LORD: for they shall not be 
ashamed that wait for me” (Isaiah 49:23).   

(ii)  This was also true of foreign governments.  In 2 Kings 5:13, we read, 
“Then his [that is Naaman, the Syrian’s] servants came near and spoke to 
him and said, ‘My father, had the prophet told you to do some great thing, 
would you not have done  it?  How much more then, when he says to you, 
“Wash, and be clean”?’”   

 
5.  Why are officers in the church and in the state called fathers?   

a.  It is to teach inferiors how they are to treat their superiors.  They are to love 
them and show them respect, as we’ll see in a moment.   

b.  But it is also to teach those who have these offices how they are to treat those 
who are under them.  Like natural parents, they are to use this authority for 
their good, to make them more willing to serve them, just as a child serves his 
parents.   
(i)  Paul writes, “And, fathers, do not provoke your children to anger; but 

bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord” (Eph. 6:4).  
Here, fathers probably refers to both fathers and mothers, since both have 
the responsibility to rear their children in the ways of the Lord.  Solomon 
writes, “My son, observe the commandment of your father, and do not 
forsake the teaching of your mother; bind them continually on your heart; 
tie them around your neck.  When you walk about, they will guide you; 
when you sleep, they will watch over you; and when you awake, they will 
talk to you” (Prov. 6:20-22).   

(ii)  Paul writes again, “But we proved to be gentle among you, as a nursing 
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mother tenderly cares for her own children.  Having thus a fond affection 
for you, we were well-pleased to impart to you not only the gospel of God 
but also our own lives, because you had become very dear to us.  For you 
recall, brethren, our labor and hardship, how working night and day so as 
not to be a burden to any of you, we proclaimed to you the gospel of God.  
You are witnesses, and so is God, how devoutly and uprightly and 
blamelessly we behaved toward you believers; just as you know how we 
were exhorting and encouraging and imploring each one of you as a father 
would his own children” (1 Thessalonians 2:7-11).   

(iii)  And in Numbers 11:11-12, we read, “So Moses said to the LORD, ‘Why 
hast Thou been so hard on Thy servant?  And why have I not found favor 
in Thy sight, that Thou hast laid the burden of all this people on me?  Was 
it I who conceived all this people?  Was it I who brought them forth, that 
Thou shouldest say to me, “Carry them in your bosom as a nurse carries a 
nursing infant, to the land which Thou didst swear to their fathers”?’”   

 
6.  As you can see, this commandment really has to do with all relationships that 

have to do with authority.   
 

B.  Let’s think about for a moment how we are to honor our fathers and mothers.  How 
should this commandment affect the decisions we make and the things we do?   
1.  What does it mean for children to honor their parents? for the younger to honor 

their elders? for wives to honor their husbands? for members of the church to 
honor the elders of the church? for the citizens of a state to honor their 
governors?   
a.  The most obvious thing is that we must obey the lawful commands of those 

in authority over us.  Why do I say “lawful?  It’s because we are not to obey 
their commands if they are not lawful, that is, if they are not according to 
God’s Law.   
(i)  “Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.  Honor your 

father and mother (which is the first commandment with a promise), that it 
may be well with you, and that you may live long on the earth .   And, 
fathers, do not provoke your children to anger; but bring them up in the 
discipline and instruction of the Lord.  Slaves, be obedient to those who 
are your masters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in the 
sincerity of your heart, as to Christ; not by way of eyeservice, as men-
pleasers, but as slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart.  
With good will render service, as to the Lord, and not to men” (Ephesians 
6:1-7).   

(ii)  “Submit yourselves for the Lord's sake to every human institution, 
whether to a king as the one in authority, or to governors as sent by him 
for the punishment of evildoers and the praise of those who do right”  (1 
Peter 2:13-14).   

(iii)  “Obey your leaders, and submit to them; for they keep watch over your 
souls, as those who will give an account. Let them do this with joy and not 
with grief, for this would be unprofitable for you” (Hebrews 13:17).   
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b.  We should listen to their counsel and to their correction.   

(i)  “When I was a son to my father, tender and the only son in the sight of 
my mother, then he taught me and said to me, ‘Let your heart hold fast my 
words; keep my commandments and live” (Proverbs 4:3-4).   

(ii)  “Furthermore, we had earthly fathers to discipline us, and we respected 
them; shall we not much rather be subject to the Father of spirits, and 
live?” (Hebrews 12:9).   

(iii)  “Servants, be submissive to your masters with all respect, not only to 
those who are good and gentle, but also to those who are unreasonable.  
For this finds favor, if for the sake of conscience toward God a man bears 
up under sorrows when suffering unjustly.  For what credit is there if, 
when you sin and are harshly treated, you endure it with patience?  But if 
when you do what is right and suffer for it you patiently endure it, this 
finds favor with God” (1 Peter 2:18-20).   

 
c.  We are also to reverence them in our hearts, in they way we speak about 

them, and in the way we treat them.   
(i)  “Every one of you shall reverence his mother and his father, and you shall 

keep My sabbaths; I am the LORD your God” (Leviticus 19:3).   
(ii)  “Her children rise up and bless her; Her husband also, and he praises 

her” (Proverbs 31:28).   
(iii)  “Thus Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord, and you have become 

her children if you do what is right without being frightened by any fear” 
(1 Peter 3:6).   

(iv)  “You shall rise up before the grayheaded, and honor the aged, and you 
shall revere your God; I am the LORD” (Leviticus 19:32).   

 
d.  We are to pray for them:  “First of all, then, I urge that entreaties and prayers, 

petitions  and thanksgivings, be made on behalf of all men, for kings and all 
who are in authority, in order that we may lead a tranquil and quiet life in all 
godliness and dignity” (1 Timothy 2:1-2).   

e.  If we see something praiseworthy in them, we should imitate that good thing.  
The Lord gives us fathers and mothers as examples.   
(i)  “Remember those who led you, who spoke the word of God to you; and 

considering the result of their conduct, imitate their faith” (Hebrews 13:7).   
(ii)  “Brethren, join in following my example, and observe those who walk 

according to the pattern you have in us” (Philippians 3:17).   
 
f.  We should defend them:  “But the people said, ‘You [i.e., David] should not 

go out; for if we indeed flee, they will not care about us, even if half of us 
die, they will not care about us.  But you are worth ten thousand of us; 
therefore now it is better that you be ready to help us from the city’” (2 
Samuel 18:3).   

g.  We should support them:  pay tax to whom tax is due; take care of our 
parents when they are old; tithe to the church.   
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(i)  “They *said to Him, ‘Caesar's.’  Then He *said to them, ‘Then render to 
Caesar the things that are Caesar's; and to God the things that are God's’” 
(Matthew 22:21).   

(ii)  “For because of this you also pay taxes, for rulers are servants of God, 
devoting themselves to this very thing.  Render to all what is due them: tax 
to whom tax is due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honor to 
whom honor” (Romans 13:6-7).   

(iii)  “Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of double honor, 
especially those who work hard at preaching and teaching.  For the 
Scripture says, ‘You shall not muzzle the ox while he is threshing,’ and 
‘The laborer is worthy of his wages’” (1 Timothy 5:17-18).   

(iv)  “And let the one who is taught the word share all good things with him 
who teaches” (Galatians 6:6).   

(v)  “And Joseph provided his father and his brothers and all his father's 
household with food, according to their little ones” (Genesis 47:12).   

 
h.  And we should try to cover over their faults, rather than expose them:  “But 

Shem and Japheth took a garment and laid it upon both their shoulders and 
walked backward and covered the nakedness of their father; and their faces 
were turned away, so that they did not see their father's nakedness” (Genesis 
9:23).   

i.  We should of course choose to do the things that the Lord requires of us.  Not 
to do these things, or to do anything to undermine their authority, would be 
sin.   

 
2.  But now does this commandment only have to do with how those under 

authority are to relate to those in authority?  No.  It also deals with how those in 
authority.  What should those who are the fathers do toward their children?  
They should take care of them as a father would take care of his children.   
a.  They should love them:  “Husbands, love your wives, and do not be 

embittered against them” (Colossians 3:19).   
b.  Pray for them:   

(i)  “Moreover, as for me, far be it from me that I should sin against the 
LORD by ceasing to pray for you; but I will instruct you in the good and 
right way” (1 Samuel 12:23).   

(ii)  “And it came about, when the days of feasting had completed their cycle, 
that Job would send and consecrate them, rising up early in the morning 
and offering burnt offerings according to the number of them all; for Job 
said, ‘Perhaps my sons have sinned and cursed God in their hearts.’  Thus 
Job did continually” (Job 1:5).   

 
c.  Bless them:    

(i)  “And he [Solomon] stood and blessed all the assembly of Israel with a 
loud voice, saying, ‘Blessed be the LORD, who has given rest to His 
people Israel, according to all that He promised; not one word has failed of 
all His good promise, which He promised through Moses His servant’” (1 
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Kings 8:55-56).   
(ii)  “But without any dispute the lesser is blessed by the greater” (Hebrews 

7:7).   
(iii)  “All these are the twelve tribes of Israel, and this is what their father said 

to them when he blessed them. He blessed them, every one with the 
blessing appropriate to him” (Genesis 49:28).   

 
d.  Instruct and counsel them:    

(i)  “And these words, which I am commanding you today, shall be on your 
heart; and you shall teach them diligently to your sons and shall talk of 
them when you sit in your house and when you walk by the way and when 
you lie down and when you rise up” (Deuteronomy 6:6-7).   

(ii)  “And, fathers, do not provoke your children to anger; but bring them up 
in the discipline and instruction of the Lord” (Ephesians 6:4).   

 
e.  Admonish and discipline them when they do what’s wrong:   

(i)  “The rod and reproof give wisdom, But a child who gets his own way 
brings shame to his mother” (Proverbs 29:15).   

(ii)  “Submit yourselves for the Lord's sake to every human institution, 
whether to a king as the one in authority, or to governors as sent by him 
for the punishment of evildoers and the praise of those who do right” (1 
Pet. 2:13-14).   

 
f.  Praise and reward them when they do what’s right:  “And the king said, 

‘What honor or dignity has been bestowed on Mordecai for this?’  Then the 
king's servants who attended him said, ‘Nothing has been done for him’” 
(Esther 6:3).   

g.  Protect them:   
(i)  “Because I delivered the poor who cried for help, and the orphan who had 

no helper.  The blessing of the one ready to perish came upon me, and I 
made the widow's heart sing for joy.  I put on righteousness, and it clothed 
me; my justice was like a robe and a turban.  I was eyes to the blind, and 
feet to the lame.  I was a father to the needy, and I investigated the case 
which I did not know.  And I broke the jaws of the wicked, and snatched 
the prey from his teeth” (Job 29:12-17).   

(ii)  “Learn to do good; seek justice, reprove the ruthless; defend the orphan, 
plead for the widow” (Isaiah 1:17).   

 
h.  Provide for their spiritual and physical needs:    

(i)  “And, fathers, do not provoke your children to anger; but bring them up in 
the discipline and instruction of the Lord” (Ephesians 6:4).   

(ii)  “But if anyone does not provide for his own, and especially for those of 
his household, he has denied the faith, and is worse than an unbeliever” (1 
Timothy 5:8).   

 
i.  Glorify God by doing these things wisely and in the right way:   
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(i)  “Let no one look down on your youthfulness, but rather in speech, 
conduct, love, faith and purity, show yourself an example of those who 
believe” (1 Timothy 4:12).   

(ii)  “Older women likewise are to be reverent in their behavior, not 
malicious gossips, nor enslaved to much wine, teaching what is good, that 
they may encourage the young women to love their husbands, to love their 
children, to be sensible, pure, workers at home, kind, being subject to their 
own husbands, that the word of God may not be dishonored” (Titus 2:3-5).   

 
j.  And again, not to do these things, or to do the opposite, would be sin.   

 
WLC 133  What is the reason annexed to the fifth commandment, the more to enforce it? 
A. The reason annexed to the fifth commandment, in these words, That thy days may be 
long upon the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee,(1) is an express promise of long 
life and prosperity, as far as it shall serve for God's glory and their own good, to all such 
as keep this commandment.(2)  
(1)Exod. 20:12  
(2)Deut. 5:16; 1 Kings 8:25; Eph. 6:2,3 
 
WLC 131  What are the duties of equals? A. The duties of equals are, to regard the 
dignity and worth of each other,(1) in giving honour to go one before another;(2) and to 
rejoice in each others gifts and advancement, as their own.(3)  
(1)1 Pet. 2:17  
(2)Rom. 12:10  
(3)Rom. 12:15,16; Phil. 2:3,4 
 
WLC 132  What are the sins of equals? A. The sins of equals are, besides the neglect of 
the duties required,(1) the undervaluing of the worth,(2) envying the gifts,(3) grieving at 
the advancement of prosperity one of another;(4) and usurping pre-eminence one over 
another.(5)  
(1)Rom. 13:8  
(2)2 Tim. 3:3  
(3)Acts 7:9; Gal. 5:26  
(4)Numb. 12:2; Esth. 6:12,13  
(5)3 John 9; Luke 22:24 


