
“The Father’s Love” 

(John 16:26-27) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation:  This morning, we’re returning to the topic of communion with God.   

1.  John tells us that as believers, we have this communion.   

a.  “What we have seen and heard we proclaim to you also, so that you too may 

have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father, and 

with His Son Jesus Christ” (1 John 1:3).   

b.  We are in a relationship with God in which He gives Himself to us, and He 

receives what we have to give Him through Jesus Christ.   

c.  Christ not only removed the enmity between us and God, He reconciled us:  

He brought us together; He gave us fellowship with God.   

 

2.  We’ve also seen that our communion is not just with Jesus, or just with the 

Father and the Son, but with all three persons – with the whole Godhead.   

a.  All three are involved in providing grace.   

b.  All three receive what that grace produces – our faith, our love and our 

obedience.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  Now that we know we have communion with all three persons of the Godhead, 

we’ll look next at how we have this fellowship with each person.   

2.  Let’s consider two things:   

a.  First, what we mean and don’t mean regarding how we have fellowship with 

each person of the Godhead.   

b.  And second, the particular way we have fellowship with the Father.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, let’s consider what we mean and don’t mean regarding how we have 

fellowship with each person of the Godhead.   

1.  When the Bible points to a particular way we have fellowship with one of the 

Persons, that doesn’t mean we don’t have the same with the other Persons.   

a.  Each is involved in every aspect of the work of God, especially redemption 

and its fruit, communion.   

b.  The Bible says that God, the Father, created; but He did so through His Son 

and through His Spirit:  all three were involved.   

c.  We see in the Bible that Jesus redeemed us; but the Father loved us, chose 

us, sent His Son for us; the Son purchased salvation for us; the Spirit 

anointed and supported the Son, applies His work, creates faith, becomes a 

principle of love in His people.   

d.  In the same way, all three are involved at some level in each way we have 

communion with each of the persons of the Godhead.   
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2.  Second, when the Bible singles out one particular way we have fellowship with 

each person, that doesn’t mean there aren’t other ways as well.   

a.  The Lord may emphasize one.   

b.  But there are other ways.   

 

B.  That said, how do we have fellowship or communion with the Father?  It’s 

primarily through love:  The Father loves us, and we love Him in return.   

1.  First, let’s consider what a blessing this is:   

a.  The Father is full of anger and wrath towards the people of the world and 

their sins, and they are the same towards Him.   

(i)  Habakkuk writes regarding God, “Your eyes are too pure to approve evil, 

and you cannot look on wickedness with favor” (1:13).   

(ii)  Paul writes, “Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our 

flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by 

nature children of wrath, even as the rest” (Eph. 2:3).   

(iii)  And as to their thoughts of Him, Paul writes, “And just as they did not 

see fit to acknowledge God any longer, God gave them over to a depraved 

mind, to do those things which are not proper, being filled with all 

unrighteousness, wickedness, greed, evil; full of envy, murder, strife, 

deceit, malice; they are gossips, slanderers, haters of God” (Rom. 1:28-

30).   

(iv)  We were His enemies until Christ reconciled us (Rom. 5:10).   

 

b.  But through Jesus Christ, He loves us, and we love Him.   

(i)  John tells us, “God is love” (1 John 4:8).   

(a)  He is speaking about the Father:  the next verse goes on to say, “By 

this the love of God was manifested in us, that God has sent His only 

begotten Son into the world so that we might live through Him” (v. 9).   

(b)  He not only tells us that God is love – as He said to Moses, He is 

compassionate, gracious, patient, abounding in lovingkindness and 

truth, and forgiving – but that this is what He is towards us – He sent 

His Son into the world that we might live.   

 

(ii)  Paul seems to single out this attribute of the Father in the apostolic 

benediction:  “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and 

the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all” (2 Cor. 13:14).   

(a)  Grace is mentioned of Christ, because it’s through His work that grace 

is given to us.   

(b)  Fellowship is mentioned of the Spirit, because it’s by Him we share in 

Christ’s grace and in the Father’s love.   

(c)  But love is mentioned of the Father because His love is behind the 

sending and applying of the work of the Son and Spirit.   

 

(iii)  Our text reminds us that the Father loves us.   

(a)  Jesus tells His disciples, “In that day you will ask in My name, and I 

do not say to you that I will request of the Father on your behalf; for the 
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Father Himself loves you, because you have loved Me and have 

believed that I came forth from the Father” (John 16:26-27).   

(b)  Once Jesus was gone, who would pray for the disciples?  They could 

pray for themselves because the Father loved them.  

(c)  One of the blessings that comes from loving and trusting in Christ is to 

know that the Father loves us.   

(1)  He doesn’t begin to love us when we trust Christ:  our trusting 

Christ shows us that He has always loved us.   

(2)  We often seem to be more secure in Christ’s love for us than the 

Father’s.  But we need to remember that the Father’s love is the 

fountain from which the love of the whole Godhead was revealed to 

us.   

 

2.  So then, how do we have communion with the Father in His love?   

a.  Two things are required:   

(i)  That we receive His love.   

(ii)  That we return His love.   

 

b.  First, we need to receive His love:  if we don’t receive it, we don’t have 

communion.  How can we receive it?  By faith.   

(i)  First, we must believe that He loves us.   

(a)  He has revealed this love to us in the Creation and in redemption.   

(b)  He has promised us this love through His Word, if we will trust in His 

Son.   

(c)  If we are trusting in Christ, we need to believe the Father loves us.   

 

(ii)  Second, we need to understand we can only receive His love through 

faith/Christ.   

(a)  Jesus is the only way to the Father (John 14:6).   

(b)  He is the merciful high priest over God’s house who alone can give us 

access to the throne of grace.   

(c)  When we come to the Father through Christ, we not only need to see 

His glory, but His love:  we need to see it, believe it and receive it.   

(d)  In Christ, we need to see that the Father is love, that He has loved us 

from all eternity, that now we are in Christ He delights in us, and that 

He is no longer angry with us.   

(e)  The first thing we must do to have communion with the Father is rest 

in His love.   

 

c.  Second, we need to return that love.  God loved us first that He might be 

loved by us:  He commands us to love Him so that His communion with us 

might be complete (Luke 10:27).   

(i)  When by faith we see the Father as love, as infinitely lovely and loving, 

when we delight in Him and rest in His love, then we have communion 

with Him.   
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(ii)  If we see Him in any other way than as pure love, it will create the wrong 

kind of fear:  That’s why unbelievers run and hide from Him.   

(iii)  But if we see Him as our Father who loves us, it will move us to love 

Him.   

(iv)  Our obedience is also part of our communion with God – if we love Him, 

we will keep His commandments.  We will see Him not only as our Lord 

and Sovereign, but as our blessed and only Sovereign and Lawgiver and 

Rewarder.   

(v)  But again, we must return this love through Christ:   

(a)  The Father will only show us love through Christ; and we can’t return 

His love except through Christ.   

(b)  Christ is the treasury in which He has placed all the riches of His 

grace.  Paul writes, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 

places in Christ” (Eph. 1:3).  All the fruits of His work are first placed 

in His hands before He gives them to us.   

(c)  And He is the High Priest into whose hands we must place all our 

offerings to the Father:  He makes our love perfect and acceptable to 

the Father.  Owen writes, “He is the only way for our graces as well as 

our persons to go unto God; through Him passes all our desire, our 

delight, our complacency, our obedience” (Communion, 40).   

 

d.  We have communion with the Father through Christ alone:   

(i)  In Christ, we can see and receive His love.   

(ii)  Through Christ, we can love Him in return and He will accept it.   

(iii)  This is what the Table reminds us of this morning.   

(a)  It reminds us that we must first trust in Christ before we can have 

communion with God:  if you haven’t trusted Jesus Christ to save you, 

may the Lord grant you His grace to do so now.   

(b)  But it also reminds us of His love and sacrifice on the cross to secure 

that communion.   

(c)  Let’s prepare to come to the Table now.   
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