
“The Father of Believers”
(Romans 4:9-12)

I.  Introduction.  
A.  Review.  

1.  Paul has been telling us that justification is by faith, apart from works.  
a.  All the Law can do is reveal the problem.  
b.  It shuts every mouth, because everyone has sinned and fallen short.  
c.  Its purpose, of course, is to drive us to Christ, the physician.  
d.  The Lord wants us to know this so that we will not boast.  

(i)  If there’s one thing Scripture singles out as sin God hates, it’s pride.  
(ii)  Pride was the devil’s downfall.  
(iii)  It will also be ours, if the Law doesn’t drive us out of it to Christ.  

2.  Paul wanted the Jews to realize this, so he used two OT saints/heroes as examples.  
a.  First, Abraham, their father:  He was justified by faith, not works.  

(i)  He believed God and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.  
(ii)  Not his act of believing, but the righteousness of the One he believed in.  
(iii)  Jesus said to the Jews, “Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he saw it and was glad” (John

8:56).  

b.  Second, David – his prophetic psalm – which showed the same thing.  
(i)  How blessed are those whose sins are covered/forgiven/not credited.  
(ii)  This doesn’t come through works, but faith.  

c.  Justification is not by works, but by faith alone.  
(i)  Anything we add to God’s work through Christ, destroys salvation.  
(ii)  We must receive Christ’s righteousness and that alone.  
(iii)  God has done it all; we must trust in Him; and He must receive all glory.  

B.  But now Paul asks two more very important questions.  
1.  When was Abraham justified?  When circumcised or uncircumcised?  
2.  And was he under the Law or not under the Law?  
3.  These are two very important questions – especially to the Jews.  
4.  This morning, we’ll look at the answer to the first question:  Abraham was justified before he was circumcised,

showing that circumcision had nothing to do with his justification.  It was solely by faith.  

II.  Sermon.  
A.  After Paul tells the Jews what Abraham discovered regarding the righteous of faith apart from works, he asks the

question, “Is this blessing then upon the circumcised, or upon the uncircumcised also?”  
1.  Is the blessing of justification for Jews only, or could the uncircumcised – the Gentiles – also receive it?  

a.  The Jews had always believed circumcision was necessary.  
b.  But Paul is going to show them it isn’t – at least with regard to justification.  

2.  To answer the question, he again points to Abraham.  
a.  Was Abraham justified when circumcised or uncircumcised?  
b.  The answer bears directly on the issue and answers the question:  Is circumcision necessary for salvation?  



3.  The answer is, he was justified “not while circumcised, but while uncircumcised” (vv. 9-10).  
a.  This shows God’s infinite wisdom:  

(i)  Knowing He would later bring in the Gentiles, He declared that Abraham was just before He gave him
circumcision.  

(ii)  This happened at least 14 years before.  

b.  The Lord was teaching His people even then that righteousness doesn’t come through the sign or symbol of that
righteousness.  
(i)  You don’t have to be circumcised/baptized to be saved.  
(ii)  This was also the conclusion the Jerusalem Council arrived at earlier (A.D. 49).  
(iii)  Remember, Romans was written around A. D. 55 or 56.  
(iv)  This example from Abraham would also have settled the issue there.  
(v)  Perhaps Paul did some more thinking about it after that Council.  

B.  If circumcision wasn’t necessary for justification, then what was its purpose?  Paul writes, “And he received the sign of
circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he had while uncircumcised” (v. 11a).  
1.  It was a sign of the covenant God made with Abraham.  

a.  This was the mark of His ownership.  
b.  Every child of Abraham and all under his authority were to receive it.  
c.  By it, God set them apart from the world.  

2.  It was a symbol of what God does in the new birth.  
(i)  It was a visible sign of His invisible grace.  
(ii)  His grace circumcises the heart and removes its hardness.  
(iii)  It makes the heart beat with holy love and affection for Him and His Son.  

3.  It also sealed His promise to justify the one who believed.  
a.  A seal has the power to confirm something – it is an authoritative declaration.  
b.  It is God’s promise that if they have repented and believed in His Son, their hearts have been circumcised, and

they are justified.  

4.  But it was also to remind them that they needed their hearts circumcised, if they weren’t already.  
a.  Circumcision of the flesh is not the same as circumcision of the heart.  
b.  Only God’s Spirit can change the heart.  
c.  If they didn’t see the fruits of repentance and faith in their lives, circumcision pointed them to the only One who

could change their hearts.  
d.  It was a seal of righteousness, but of the righteousness of faith, not the righteousness of works, including that of

circumcision.  
e.  Abraham received it as the seal of the righteousness he had while uncircumcised.  
f.  And those under his authority were to receive it as well – both children and servants.  

(i)  It wasn’t because they had faith or were necessarily saved already, as Abraham was.  
(ii)  But it was because God set them apart in His dealings with their superior.  

g.  Now we believe that the same is true of baptism.  
(i)  It’s clear that the NT parallels baptism with circumcision – they both have the same meaning, conveyed in a

different way.  
(ii)  Those coming in from outside are to be baptized upon profession of their faith, as Abraham was.  
(iii)  Those under their authority are to receive baptism as well.  
(iv)  But let’s not forget that baptism, like circumcision, is the sign of the covenant and the seal of the righteousness

of faith.  
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(v)  It’s not that righteousness itself.  It does not save.  Only faith in Christ does.  
(vi)  And so if you have the sign, but not the fruits, let that sign point you to Christ – to be cleansed by His blood

and to be clothed by His righteousness.  

C.  But again, let’s not forget the main point:  God gave circumcision to Abraham after he was justified, “That he might be
the father of all who believe without being circumcised, that righteousness might be reckoned to them, and the father of
circumcision to those who not only are of the circumcision, but who also follow in the steps of the faith of our father
Abraham which he had while uncircumcised” (v. 11b-12).  
1.  Others were justified before Abraham, but it was declared of him first, so he is called the father of those who believe.

 
2.  But notice he is the father of those who believe, not of the circumcised or baptized.  

a.  Believing Gentiles are justified apart from circumcision.  
b.  The Jews have circumcision, but they’re not saved by it.  
c.  Abraham is the father of all who believe among the circumcised and uncircumcised.  

III.  Application:  In closing, I would again emphasize that nothing short of faith in Christ can save you.  
A.  Just as circumcision didn’t save the Jews, so baptism cannot save you now.  

1.  This doesn’t mean that baptism isn’t important.  It’s commanded.  
2.  But just as the thief on the cross was saved without it, so will anyone who trusts in Christ, but doesn’t have the

opportunity to be baptized.  

B.  Again, nothing else can substitute for Christ.  
1.  Church membership, attendance, or faithfulness in any duty can’t save you.   
2.  These things are important, but they do not justify you.  
3.  These are the evidences of justification, not its cause.  
4.  Justification is through faith in Christ alone.  

C.  Brothers and sister in Christ, baptism is the sign and seal of God’s righteousness; it isn’t that righteousness.  
D.  Make sure that you are looking to Christ alone for your righteousness, and you will be safe.  Amen.  
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