
“WCF 6:  Sin, the Fall, and Punishment” 
(Lesson Two:  Imputation of Adam’s Sin and Total Depravity) 

 
 
 
I.  Review.   

A.  The Fall.   
1.  What was the task God gave Adam and Eve in the garden?   
2.  What was their test?   
3.  What would have been their reward if they passed it?   
4.  What actually happened?   
5.  Was this a part of God’s plan?   
 

B.  The Effects on Adam and Eve.   
1.  How did their sin affect their spiritual condition?   
2.  How did it affect their communion with God?   
 

II.  The Effects of the Fall on the Rest of Mankind.   
A.  The relationship between Adam and his children.   

1.  “They being the root of all mankind, the guilt of this sin was imputed, and the same death 
in sin and corrupted nature conveyed to all their posterity, descending from them by 
ordinary generation” (WCF 6.3).   

2.  Because Adam was the federal/covenant head (representative) of all mankind, his sin was 
immediately imputed to all his posterity.   
a.  Adam was God’s appointed head; he represented all of us in the garden.   
b.  Therefore, his success or failure would be our success or failure; since he failed, his sin 

was imputed (credited) to us.   
c.  God now looks at everyone as though they ate of the forbidden fruit.   

(i)  “Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through 
sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned . . . But the free gift is not like 
the transgression.  For if by the transgression of the one the many died, much more 
did the grace of God and the gift by the grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, abound 
to the many.  The gift is not like that which came through the one who sinned; for on 
the one hand the judgment arose from one transgression resulting in condemnation, 
but on the other hand the free gift arose from many transgressions resulting in 
justification.  For if by the transgression of the one, death reigned through the one, 
much more those who receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness 
will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ.  So then as through one transgression 
there resulted condemnation to all men, even so through one act of righteousness 
there resulted justification of life to all men.  For as through the one man's 
disobedience the many were made sinners, even so through the obedience of the One 
the many will be made righteous” (Rom. 5:12, 16-19).   

(ii)  “For since by a man came death, by a man also came the resurrection of the dead.  
For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive. . . . So also it is 
written, ‘The first man, Adam, became a living soul.’  The last Adam became a life-
giving spirit” (1 Cor. 15:21, 22, 45).   

 
 



3.  This imputed sin also brought the same consequences on all men as it did on Adam.   
a.  The same death in sin:   

(i)  Physical:  “By the sweat of your face you will eat bread, till you return to the 
ground, because from it you were taken; for you are dust, and to dust you shall 
return” (Gen. 3:19).   

(ii)  Spiritual:  “Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin my mother conceived 
me” (Psalm 51:5).   

(iii)  Judicial:  “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in 
Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 6:23).   

 
b.  The same corrupted nature.   

(i)  It’s true that Adam could only pass on a corrupt nature through ordinary generation.  
But his sin affects us more directly/immediately.   

(ii)  When his sin was imputed to us at conception, it had the same corrupting effects on 
us as it had on him (Psalm 51:5).   

 
4.  There was only one to whom this sin was not imputed.   

a.  The Lord Jesus Christ, the spotless Lamb of God.   
b.  He didn’t come into the world through ordinary generation, but was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit in the womb of the Virgin Mary (Luke 1:35).   
 
B.  This sin had the same effect on Adam’s children as it had on him:  total depravity.   

1.  “From this original corruption, whereby we are utterly indisposed, disabled, and made 
opposite to all good, and wholly inclined to all evil, do proceed all actual transgressions” 
(WCF 6.4).   

2.  This sin corrupted man’s whole being.   
a.  He hates God and it at war with Him:   

(i)  “For everyone who does evil hates the Light, and does not come to the Light for fear 
that his deeds will be exposed” (John 3:20).   

(ii)  “The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers take counsel together against 
the Lord and against His Anointed” (Ps. 2:2).   

 
b.  He cannot do anything good or anything to prepare himself for salvation:   

(i)  “For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly” 
(Rom. 5:6).   

(ii)  “For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh; for the willing is 
present in me, but the doing of the good is not” (Rom. 7:18).   

(iii)  “Because the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for it does not subject 
itself to the law of God, for it is not even able to do so” (Rom. 8:7).   

(iv)  “No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise 
him up on the last day” (John 6:44).   

 
c.  He is completely inclined to do evil:  “The Lord smelled the soothing aroma; and the 

Lord said to Himself, ‘I will never again curse the ground on account of man, for the 
intent of man's heart is evil from his youth; and I will never again destroy every living 
thing, as I have done’” (Gen. 8:21).   

d.  This is why all that men do is sin:  “There is none who does good, not even one” (Rom. 
3:12).   


