
 

“The Faith of Moses, Part 4” 
(Hebrews 11:23-29) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  What difference does it make in a person’s life, whether they believe the 
Word of God or not?  What difference does it make if we take God at His Word?  The 
Lord tells us that it makes a lot of difference.  God has given to us several examples in 
the Old Testament Scriptures to show us, and the author has been using them for this very 
reason.  He might have used examples from the New Covenant community, but he didn’t.  
The reason is that he wanted to show us that even in the Old Covenant, faith was at work, 
giving those who had it the ability to glorify God, giving them the ability to do great 
things in His name.  Faith, true faith, belief in what God says, and living as though it is 
true, will make a big difference in our lives as well.  This is a lesson which we must 
learn, if we are ever to live the kind of life which the Lord would have us to for His glory.   
  Last week we saw how faith in God’s promise caused Moses to persevere as the 
deliverer.  Even though he tried to show his people that God was bringing about their 
deliverance while he was in Egypt, they did not understand.  And when it became known 
that he had killed the Egyptian, he ran away.  But as we saw, it was not because he feared 
the wrath of the king, but because by faith he endured as seeing the invisible God.  He 
knew that to remain in Egypt was not a part of God’s plan.  And so he left until an 
opportune time, until the time when the Lord would call him to go back and to bring His 
people out of bondage and into the Promised Land.   
 
I.  It is here that we again pick up the story of Moses.  The author writes, “By faith 

he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of the blood, so that he who destroyed the 
first-born might not touch them.”   
A.  Last week we left Moses in front of the burning bush.   

1.  Remember that here Moses had a lapse in his faith.  When the Lord appeared to 
him and called him to go back to Egypt, he didn’t believe that the Lord could 
use him, or would use him, so he made up excuses as to why the Lord should 
send someone else.   

2.  But Moses did finally submit to His will, and left for Egypt.   
a.  I mentioned in connection with this that the failures of the saints, though we 

are not happy to see them, can be a source of encouragement to us, since it 
shows us that even the best of men fall and that by God’s grace they can still 
be used by Him.   

b.  But on the other hand, we need to see this was also a serious matter.  Moses’ 
lapse in faith and his subsequent failure to immediately obey the Lord, 
resulted in the Lord’s becoming angry with him.  Moses himself wrote, 
“Then the anger of the Lord burned against Moses” (Ex. 4:14).  The 
Septuagint version reads that the Lord was furious.   

c.  Now I don’t know about you, but if you are anything like me, you wouldn’t 
have wanted to be in Moses’ shoes at that time.  What a terrifying thing to 
have the infinite God of the universe angry with you!  If anything should 
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make you afraid, it should be this!   
d.  But yet doesn’t the Lord tell us that He is the One who never changes?  Isn’t 

He the One who forever remains the same?  Yes.  Well then how does God 
respond when we delay to obey Him?  Isn’t God concerned about our 
obedience as well as Moses’?  I believe that He is.  Sin always makes Him 
angry.  Therefore our sin today must also do the same.   

e.  But someone might say, wasn’t Moses under the Law, in the Old Covenant?  
Wasn’t his relationship with the Lord different than ours?  And isn’t this why 
God was angry with him?   
(i)  It is true that Moses was under the Old Covenant, and that the grace of 

God wasn’t as prominent in the Old Covenant as in the New.  But it is not 
true that he was under the Law.   

(ii)  Moses was saved by the same grace as you and I.  He was not justified 
by the keeping of the Law.  He was not, in other words, under the 
Covenant of Works.   

(iii)  He believed the promise of God that He would send the seed of the 
woman who would crush the head of the serpent and set him free.  He 
believed that the blood of the Lamb of God would take away his sins.  He 
saw these things in the types and shadows.  He even prophesied 
concerning the Messiah.  He said to the Israelites, “The LORD your God 
will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your 
countrymen, you shall listen to him” (Deu. 18:15).   

(iv)  It is true that the grace of God was not as fully revealed in the Old 
Covenant as it is in the New, but it was there, and it was the same grace 
that we receive today in Christ.  So Moses had the same relationship as a 
child of God that you and I have in Christ.  It was not that different.   

 
f.  Therefore, when we delay to obey God, we run the same risk of incurring His 

anger.   
(i)  I don’t think that we often think about this.  We know that if we do what 

God desires, that it is pleasing to Him.  But what about when we don’t?  
What about the times we sin?  What about the times when we say no to 
His Word and don’t do what it is that we know He wants us to do?  What 
does God say in His Word?   

(ii)  Well, here we learn that the anger of the Lord burned against Moses.  
This was not God’s wrath.  Moses had been delivered from God’s wrath 
forever in Christ.  But this doesn’t mean that God is never angry with His 
children.  Of course, where there is more maturity and more giftedness and 
more responsibility, there will also be more accountability.  But the Lord 
also holds us accountable to do His will.  Moses finally did submit and go, 
but what of those who never submit?   

(iii)  Brethren, the possibility of making God angry is one of the reasons why 
we should fear Him.  Even Abraham, the father of the faithful, when he 
was speaking to the Lord about what He was intending to do to the people 
of Sodom and Gomorrah, feared the Lord, and so was careful in what he 
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said, so that he would not make the Lord angry.  After he asked the Lord if 
He would spare the cities for fifty righteous, then for forty-five, and then 
for forty, he then said, “Oh may the Lord not be angry, and I shall speak; 
suppose thirty are found there?” (Gen. 18:30).   

(iv)  What would there be for us to fear in God, if God was never angry with 
what we do?  Nothing.  Now as I said, it is true that in Christ Jesus all of 
our guilt has been taken away, and with it, God’s wrath against our sin.  
But even as a child can anger his parents, so that he runs the risk of being 
disciplined by them, not out of anger, but out of love, so even those who 
are the Lord’s children run the risk of His discipline when they anger Him.   

(v)  May this be an added encouragement for us to obey the Lord 
immediately when He calls us to obey.  Our love for the Lord should be 
our first motivation.  But the fear of the Lord should be there as well.   

 
3.  But one other point that I would bring out here is the humility of Moses.   

a.  As I said, Moses is the one who wrote this account of himself.  He is the one 
who penned the words, “Then the anger of the Lord burned against Moses.”   

b.  Now if this had happened to you or me, would we have been able to write 
about it as openly as he did?   
(i)  Would we have been as straightforward about our failure to immediately 

serve the Lord?   
(ii)  I think that the tendency is more often to change the story slightly, in 

order to make ourselves look a little better than we really are, or to make it 
appear that what we did was not as bad as it really was.   

(iii)  But Moses didn’t.  He was transparent.  He was not afraid to record his 
sins, even his later sin of disobeying God by striking the rock, rather than 
speaking to it the second time.   

(iv)  May the Lord help us to have this kind of transparency.  May He help us 
to be humble and not to make ourselves out to be better than we are.  May 
He help us to be honest, so that when we are struggling and need help, we 
won’t be afraid to come to our brethren for help, or especially so we won’t 
be afraid to come to Him for help through Jesus Christ His Son.  The Lord 
bids us to come.  He encourages us to come and cast our burdens upon 
Him.   

(v)  Peter tells us, “God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the 
humble” (1 Pet. 5:5).  May He help us to be able to have a realistic 
assessment about ourselves, so that we will also take the lowly place of a 
servant of God, and experience His blessings.   

 
c.  Well, as I said, Moses did submit, and he did leave to travel back to Egypt.   
 

B.  Well, Moses did humble himself and submit to the Lord’s will, and he left for 
Egypt.   
1.  And when he arrived in Egypt, he confronted Pharaoh.   

a.  He said, on behalf of God, “Let My people go that they may celebrate a feast 
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to Me in the wilderness” (Ex. 5:1).   
b.  But Pharaoh said, “Who is the LORD that I should obey His voice to let 

Israel go?  I do not know the LORD, and besides, I will not let Israel go” (v. 
2).   

c.  Now why did Pharaoh say this?  Why didn’t he let the people go?  We are 
told in Exodus 4:21, “And the LORD said to Moses, ‘When you go back to 
Egypt see that you perform before Pharaoh all the wonders which I have put 
in your power; but I will harden his heart so that he will not let the people 
go.’”  God hardened Pharaoh’s heart, because He was intending on glorifying 
His name through him.   

d.  Was this unjust of God, or was it unrighteous for Him to do this?  No.   
(i)  King Nebuchadnezzar, after he was humbled by the Lord for his pride, 

realized that God had every right to do what He did.  He said, “And all the 
inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, but He does according to 
His will in the host of heaven and among the inhabitants of earth; and no 
one can ward off His hand or say to Him, ‘What hast Thou done?’” (Dan. 
4:35).   

(ii)  God has absolute sovereignty over all of His creation and over all of His 
creatures.  He has the right to do with them whatever He pleases.  God 
also has the right to do with us whatever He wants.   

(iii)  This means that we should never complain, no matter what the Lord 
sends into our lives.  Certainly some of those things are very difficult.  But 
when we consider that in Jesus Christ, He has ordained all of our 
afflictions to work together for good, then how could we ever complain?  
God is gracious, and He has promised to give us far more than we could 
ever deserve, solely for the sake of Christ.   

 
e.  But does this mean that God put evil into Pharaoh’s heart to harden it?  And 

if He did, then isn’t it God’s fault that Pharaoh acted the way he did?  No.  
God is not to blame because He didn’t put that evil into Pharaoh’s heart.  He 
did harden it, but He did so by withdrawing His restraining mercy and 
allowing Pharaoh’s own sin to harden his heart.   
(i)  You see the Bible says that all men apart from the grace of God are totally 

depraved.  There is nothing good in them, nor is there any desire in them 
to do what is good.   

(ii)  The only reason that men are not worse than they are is because God 
actively restrains sin in the world.  If He didn’t hold men back from 
sinning, at least in some degree, things would be a lot worse than they are 
now.   

(iii)  Therefore, all God had to do was to hold back some of His restraint and 
that was all that was needed for Pharaoh’s heart to become harder than it 
already was.  Besides this, the Lord also brought into Pharaoh’s life those 
things which He knew would make him even angrier:  He had Moses, the 
Hebrew, the former son of the princess of Egypt, now turned shepherd, 
stand in front of him and demand that he let his people go.   
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(iv)  Its really quite interesting that the Lord uses the same kinds of things in 
the lives of His people, but for a different purpose.  By His grace these 
things humble His children.  But they harden those who don’t have His 
grace.  They only become more and more angry at Him.   

 
2.  When Pharaoh did not let the people go, then the Lord sent plague after 

plague upon Egypt.   
a.  The result was that Pharaoh’s heart became harder and harder.   
b.  Until finally the Lord said to Moses, “One more plague I will bring on 

Pharaoh and on Egypt; after that he will let you go from here.  When he 
lets you go, he will surely drive you out from here completely” (Ex. 11:1).  
That plague was the death of the first-born of the Egyptians.  This meant 
that in every household in Egypt, there was someone who was going to die 
(12:30).   

c.  But the Lord made a promise to His people.  He told them that if they 
would take a lamb, kill it, and then apply its blood to the two door posts 
and to the lintel of the house with hyssop, and then stay in their houses 
when the destroyer came into Egypt, they would be passed over.   

d.  And so by faith, Moses acted upon this promise of God.  And he and the 
Hebrew people prepared their Passover lambs.  And when the destroying 
angel entered into Egypt to kill the first-born of every house, he saw the 
blood, and passed over their houses, and they were spared.   

e.  We are told in the New Testament that the Passover lamb represented the 
Lord Jesus Christ.  When Jesus appeared to John in the wilderness to be 
baptized, John said, “Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of 
the world!” (John 1:29).  And the blood of that lamb represented the shed 
blood of the Savior which is able to cleanse from every sin.  And even as 
the people who had this blood applied to their households were spared the 
wrath of God as He sent the destroyer into Egypt, so everyone who has the 
blood of Christ applied to him by faith is spared the eternal wrath of God.   

f.  This is another way in which God revealed Christ to His people in order 
that they might embrace Him by faith.  Many of them did and were spared.  
But apparently many of them did not, and were eventually destroyed.   

g.  I would ask you in closing this evening, has this blood been applied to 
you?  Have you come to Christ to be cleansed from your sins, and have 
you been sprinkled clean from those stains which your best works could 
never wash away?  If so, your guilt has been removed.  You have been 
freed from judgment and wrath of God.  When the destroyer comes on the 
last day to cast the rebellious ones into the pit of fire, he will pass over 
you.   

h.  But if not, then I would again remind you this evening that it is only 
through faith in Christ and in Christ alone that you will ever be saved.  
You must turn from your sins, take hold of Him by faith, and trust in His 
righteousness to save you, or you will forever be cast away.  If that is the 
case with you, come to Christ now.  Come to Him and receive His life.  
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May God grant that you may.  Amen.   


