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 Reference: MARK 10:46-52 
 Church: GRACE Date: 04/13/2008 

The Eyes of the Blind will be Opened 
Purpose: To urge blind sinners to come to Christ and receive spiritual sight 

1.  Introduction 
Jesus is on His last journey here on earth 
He has set His face like flint for Jerusalem 
He’s going there for the Passover feast 
He’s passing through Jericho on His way up. 
Large crowds are going with Him – it’s a major event! 
Jesus is causing quite a stir as He walks on 
On the outskirts of Jericho, He meets blind Bartimaeus 
It’s a meeting that will change Bartimaeus’ life 
We are going to look at this meeting tonight 
It has ingredients to change your life too! 

2. Bartimaeus’ Condition 
Bartimaeus is sitting at the side of the road near Jericho 
He’s a blind beggar 
Probably not born blind – (vs 52, regained his sight) 
Somehow, he lost his sight. Now his entire world is darkness 
No braille to help him read 
No guide dogs to help him move around 
No jobs he can do to earn money 
All he can do is sit by the road and beg for help 
 
Hard for us with sight to imagine what blindness is like 
Ever turned out the light and tried to cross a dark room? 
How did you do? 
Even to be without one eye has its problems 
We take our sight for granted until it is gone 
For Bartimaeus’, it is terrible to be completely blind 
It is dangerous – he can’t see danger coming 
He gropes about, likely to be injured or killed if no-one will lead 
Cut off from others and the real world through darkness 
Helpless and often hopeless 

 
To fully understand what is going on here, one vital thing: 
We need to realize there is more than one type of sight 
And more than one type of blindness 
There is physical sight and there is spiritual sight. 
Most of us have physical sight and are born with it 
But none of us are born with spiritual sight any more 
Adam was born with both but lost spiritual sight by sinning  
He sinned on our behalf also, so we have no spiritual sight 
We are like Bartimaeus -  
We have no abilities to see and live in the spiritual realm 
We are cut off from God and from the spiritual realm - darkness 
And we are blind to our spiritual danger – which is very real 
Because our disobedience to God deserves His punishment 
He tells us about the eternal punishment that our sins deserve 
There are places reserved in Hell and the Lake of Fire 
All who disobey God and do not repent are sent there.  

3. Bartimaeus’ Chance 
Bartimaeus hears a commotion on road and asks what it is 
Jesus of Nazareth is passing through! 
Right down the road where he is sitting! 
Bartimaeus had heard of Jesus and His ministry 
Though obviously he had not seen Him or any of His works 
And now here He is, drawing near 
What an opportunity! Humanly speaking, chance of a lifetime! 
 
We cannot see Jesus with our eyes either 
Most of us have heard of His life, His death, His resurrection 
His miracles, His teaching. 
But we have not seen Him with our eyes 
But I can tell you that Jesus is here tonight! Jesus Christ Himself!   
That’s why there is all this singing and fuss 
Children – did you ever wonder why?  Can you see Him? 
You will have to believe those who can – He is here 
And that means it is a chance in a lifetime for you! 
What will you do with this chance?  What did Bartimaeus do? 
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4. Bartimaeus’ Cry for Help 
Bartimaeus begins to shout out for Jesus 
“Jesus, Son of David, Have mercy on me!” 
Look at the name he uses – “Son of David” 
He is calling Jesus the Messiah! 
He’s almost certainly heard about Jesus’ miracles AND 
He probably realizes they show that Jesus is the Christ 
The Son of God, the Savior of God’s people! 
This fuels his own faith that Jesus can heal him too 
That Jesus is the only One who can meet his deepest needs 
 
What will you do as Jesus passes near you tonight? 
Ever been to a Baseball game where they offer free pizza? 
As they come near, what did you do? 
Screamed and shouted, waved. Jumped up and down.  Why? 
You wanted that pizza.  Desperately 
The King of Glory is here tonight.  You are blind, but He is here 
He can give you spiritual sight, eternal life. 
What will you do? 
Will you cry out to Him too? 

5. Bartimaeus’ Censure 
See the crowd now! – some who are following Jesus! 
They rebuke Bartimaeus for his shouting – “Be quiet!” 
But he won’t be put off; he pays no attention to them 
Keeps on calling for mercy from the Messiah 
 
If you start to cry out to Jesus, to get serious about your soul 
There may be those who’ll tell you to pipe down 
“Religion is OK – but don’t be fanatical! 
Keep it to yourself.  Don’t make such a fuss about it! 
You don’t need to cry out to Jesus like that! 
You’ll be fine – you’re a good person 
Maybe even religious people will tell you this 
Don’t listen to them!  You are blind and need to see! 
Keep on crying out to Jesus for mercy and healing! 
 

6. Bartimaeus’ Call 
And now a wonderful thing happens… Jesus stops!  
He hears Himself being called “Son of David” and He stops 
Remember what journey He is on! 
The long, final climb to Jerusalem and death on the cross 
Yet He has time to turn to a blind beggar and help him! 
He stops and says “Call him!” 
And the crowd summons him to come to Jesus 
Suddenly they are encouraging and friendly!  People are fickle 
 
If you are serious about forgiveness for sinning against God,  
If you are serious about leaving your sins behind completely 
If you are serious about casting yourself on Jesus alone as Savior 
Jesus will stop for you tonight also 
He is full of kindness and compassion! 
He may be calling you even now, “Come to me!” 
Just as He did with Bartimaeus 
Don’t hang about if your hear that call! Be like Bartimaeus: 

7. Bartimaeus’ Cloak 
See his response! He leaps up!  
Throws his cloak aside – even though it’s very important to him. 
Nothing must get in the way! 
No stumbling blocks, no obstacles, no delays! 
He comes to Jesus –only Jesus can help 
He doesn’t keep Jesus waiting 
 
Don’t let anything get between you and Jesus tonight! 
Nothing is so important as this – to know Him! 
Whatever your cloak is, throw it out of the way! 
Would you keep something now that trips you up? 
He calls you to come, and you only get halfway? 
Get rid of everything! 
That favorite sin – gone!  Good opinion of yourself – gone! 
That precious possession – gone! 
Only Jesus matters – run to Him! 
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8. Bartimaeus’ Cure 
So he hurries to Jesus as fast as he can –  
Jesus’ voice guides him 
Jesus already knows His need but asks a wonderful question: 
What do you want me to do for you? 
 
What is your answer to that question tonight? 
Jesus asks, “What do you want me to do for you?” 
Your answer says a lot about your heart 
Just a little earlier, Jesus asked 2 disciples the same thing 
James and John.  They wanted important places for themselves 
And they were turned down. 
What do you want Jesus to do for you? 
 
Bartimaeus gives a wonderful reply 
Rabboni (MY Teacher and MY Lord), that I may see! 
So he could see Jesus, follow Him, live for Him, earn a living 
And Jesus, full of compassion (another account), does it for him 
 “Your faith has made you well”  (literally, saved you) 
Praise from the Savior – But even the faith was a gift from God! 
And Immediately, he can see! 
And he not only gets his physical sight back 
He gets this new sight too – spiritual sight! 
He trusted Jesus alone to save Him 
He surrendered to Jesus as His Lord and Teacher 
And now he can see more than he ever could before! 
Now he can see Jesus but with more than physical sight could see 
 
Is that what you want tonight?  To really see Jesus? 
Is that your answer to Him tonight? No more darkness, light! 
 
What is it like to suddenly see spiritually after being blind? 
Go back to that dark room you might have tried to cross 
It’s pitch black – you cannot see a thing 
You know you will get all sorts of bruises and bumps if you try it 
But now someone gives you night-vision binoculars,  
Suddenly you can see!  Now your path is safe to the other side 

Those things were there all along; you had no sight to see them. 
 
When you come to Jesus and He opens your eyes,  
It is much better than this picture 
You see Him, and He is so beautiful! 
Life is full of meaning, purpose, direction 
It has a new dimension you never knew of before 
It has color – not night vision B&W! 
Something lives in every hue, Christless eyes have never seen 
You were never really alive before – just a living death 
Now you are truly alive and made whole! 
All you want to do is live the rest of your life for Jesus 
Praise Him, worship Him, follow after Him 
And that is what Bartimaeus does: 

9. Bartimaeus’ Change of Course 
Bartimaeus and others glorify God (another Gospel account) 
Then he follows Jesus “in the way” 
Along the road to Jerusalem 
He becomes a follower of Jesus 
Now his life has direction and purpose 
Not sitting and begging now but praising God. Following Jesus 
On the road to heaven and no longer bound for hell 

10. Conclusions 
Jesus would never walk down that road again – His last journey 
Suppose Bartimaeus had not sat on that road that day 
Suppose Jesus had taken a different route 
Suppose Bartimaeus had not cried out with all his heart 
Suppose he had not jumped up and thrown his cloak aside 
Suppose he had asked for something that was not Jesus’ will 
The story would have had a very different ending 
Suppose you do not cry out to Jesus tonight 
Suppose He calls & you don’t throw everything aside and come? 
Suppose your prayers to Him are on things that are not His will? 
Suppose He never calls you again 
What will the end of your story look like? 


