
Reformation 2008 
(Lecture One:  Reformation Review) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction:  Why do we study Church History?   
A.  What’s our purpose?   

1.  For one thing, it is not just history, but “His story.”   
a.  Just because what we’re looking at isn’t in the pages of Scripture doesn’t mean 

that it isn’t a part of His plan.   
b.  What we’re looking at is God’s continuing work in this world.   
c.  The only difference is that the account we have isn’t inspired.   
 

2.  Another reason we study Church History is that it can encourage us.   
a.  God didn’t just do His mighty deeds in Biblical times.   
b.  He has worked throughout all history – sometimes very powerfully – such as 

during the times before, during and after the Reformation, as we’ve seen.   
c.  And the things He did then, He is still fully capable of doing now.   
 

3.  A final reason is simply that of thankfulness.   
a.  I think we’re all thankful for the many men who gave their lives in warfare to 

secure and maintain our freedom.   
b.  There were also many sacrifices made in the history of the church to ensure 

that we would have the truth.   
c.  Consider what the church might be like today if God had not brought about the 

Reformation:  we might very well be trying to worship God through statues of 
the saints and Mary, with a necklace of beads in our hands, making vain 
repetitions, hoping through these things to find peace with God.   

d.  Let’s bear these three things in mind as we review the Reformation this 
evening.   

 
B.  Review.   

1.  God works in history, but He works according to His timetables.   
a.  For His own purposes, the Lord allowed the church to fall into darkness at the 

end of the apostolic era.   
b.  The truth of the Gospel was never fully lost – there were those who understood 

it and embraced it in every age.   
c.  There were even those the Lord used to bring greater light and insight to the 

church – men such as Augustine, Anselm, Aquinas and others.   
d.  But it was at during the time just prior to the Reformation and at the 

Reformation that He brought the greatest return to apostolic truth.   
e.  Let’s remember this evening who those men were and how the Lord used their 

work and sacrifices to advance His cause.   
 

2.  First, there were the pre-Reformation forerunners:   
a.  The Waldenses:   
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(i)  A group believed to be established by Peter Waldo, a merchant of Lyons, 
about A.D. 1170, though there is evidence that they predated him.   

(ii)  Their main contributions were:   
(a)  A rejection of the office of pope as Antichrist, relics, images of the 

saints, the Mass (transubstantiation), special rites, burial in holy ground, 
and indulgences.   

(c)  They also rejected purgatory, absolution by the priest, justification by 
works, and the belief that the new birth came through baptism.   

(d)  They objected to the immorality and gluttony of the clergy, though they 
agreed with the doctrines of poverty and obedience.   

(e)  They believed the Bible should be translated into and preached in the 
language of the people to whom they went, and that when they 
evangelized, they should go two by two, as the examples in Scripture.   

(f)  They also advocated obedience to the Gospel, especially the Sermon on 
the Mount; and most importantly, justification by the merits of Christ 
alone.   

 
b.  There was also John Wycliffe (1328-1384), professor at Oxford University.   

(i)  He strongly desired to make the Bible available in the language of the 
people and to make it the standard of the Church’s doctrine and conduct.   

(ii)  He too rejected the office of pope, advocated the end of the Mass, and 
called into question much of Rome’s doctrine, including purgatory.   

(iii)  He translated the NT into English from the Vulgate, advocated preaching 
in English, and established the Lollards – men not ordained by the Roman 
church, but called and ordained to preach and teach the Scriptures outside 
the church’s jurisdiction.   

 
c.  Next was John Hus (1372-1415), a Bohemian priest and lecturer at the 

University of Prague, who was strongly influenced by the writing of Wycliffe.   
(i)  Some men from Prague, studying at Oxford University, became disciples 

of Wycliffe, copied his writings and took them back to Bohemia, where Hus 
later read them.   

(ii)  He began to seek reform in the church by preaching in the language of the 
people instead of Latin, accepted the Bible as the ultimate authority in the 
church, said Christ was the head of the church, not the pope, that remission 
of sins comes through repentance alone, and that Christ alone could forgive 
sins.   

(iii)  He also rejected the idea that the church was made up of the pope and 
cardinals, seeing it instead as the elect of Christ.   
 

d.  There were also three movements the Lord used to promote the Reformation:  
Scholasticism, Mysticism, and the Renaissance.   
(i)  The Scholastics used philosophy better to understand the Scriptures, the 

fathers, and the canons and creeds of the church.   
(a)  Their particular method of study later influenced the education of the 

Reformers.   
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(b)  It also provided a means for Protestant Theologians to advance their 
understanding of Scripture.   

 
(ii)  Mysticism was a reaction to Scholasticism.   

(a)  Seeking to bypass the understanding, it desired to experience God 
directly.   

(b)  It emphasized the importance of the heart in religion over the mind.   
(c)  Out of this movement came a book called Theologia Germanica 

(German Theology) which had a strong impact on Luther.   
(d)  Scholasticism instructed Luther’s mind, Mysticism, his heart.   
 

(iii)  Then there was the Renaissance, or the re-birth of learning based on 
classical sources.   
(a)  It brought a renewed interest in the study of Greek and Hebrew, 

especially since the fall of Constantinople by the Turks in 1453 caused 
Greek scholars to flee to the West.   

(b)  They brought with them Greek MSS of the NT, and the ability to 
understand and teach them.  

(c)  This is what made Erasmus’s Greek NT possible, which became one of 
the means the Lord used to convert Luther, and which gave Luther the 
ability and content to translate the NT into the German Language.   

 
3.  Finally, we arrived at the great figures of the Reformation.   

a.  We began with Martin Luther (1483-1546), the man credited with beginning 
the Reformation.   
(i)  The son of a copper miner, he was given the benefit of a good education 

receiving his BA in 1505, entered the monastery and was ordained as a 
priest in 1507, and finally became a professor of theology in 1511 at the 
University of Wittenberg.   

(ii)  When Tetzel came to Wittenberg selling indulgences, Luther was incensed 
at their abuse, and wanting to challenge their validity, wrote his Ninety-five 
Theses, which he nailed to the church door, calling for a public debate.   

(iii)  Though Luther was unconverted at the time, this event marked the 
beginning of the Reformation.   

(iv)  Two years later, Luther debated John Eck at Leipzig (1519), and though 
this later worked against him, he influenced Martin Bucer, who 
subsequently helped to shape the views of John Calvin.   

(v)  In 1520, Luther was excommunicated by Pope Leo X; Luther burned a 
copy of the papal bull and continued to write.   

(vi)  In 1521, he was summoned to the Diet of Worms to answer for his 
writings with a guarantee of safe conduct.  He wasn’t given the opportunity 
to defend his views, but was simply asked whether he acknowledged his 
writings, and whether he would recant.  After his 24 hours were up, he 
appeared before the council, and being asked again whether he would 
recant, he replied, “‘Since your most serene majesty and your high 
mightinesses require from me a clear, simple, and precise answer, I will 
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give you one, and it is this:  I cannot submit my faith either to the pope or to 
the councils, because it is clear as the day that they have frequently erred 
and contradicted each other.  Unless therefore I am convinced by the 
testimony of Scripture, or by the clearest reasoning, — unless I am 
persuaded by means of the passages I have quoted, — and unless they thus 
render my conscience bound by the Word of God, I cannot and I will not 
retract, for it is unsafe for a Christian to speak against his conscience.’  And 
then, looking round on this assembly before which he stood, and which held 
his life in its hands, he said:  ‘Here I stand, I can do not other; may God 
help me!  Amen!’”   

(vii)  Subsequently, Luther was declared an outlaw.  Frederick had him 
kidnapped and taken to his castle at Wartburg, where Luther translated the 
Scriptures into German.   

(viii)  Upon his return to Wittenberg, he continued to write and preach the truth 
as he understood it, until his death in February 18, 1546, in Eisleben, at the 
age of 63.   

(ix)  What were Luther’s contributions to the Reformation?   
(a)  He affirmed that authority of Scripture alone (Sola Scriptura).   
(b)  Salvation by grace alone (Sola Gratia).   
(c)  That it might be by grace alone, by faith alone (Sola Fide).   
(d)  That salvation was by the work of Christ alone (Sola Christus).   
(e)  And that only in this way would God alone be glorified (Soli Deo 

Gloria).   
(f)  Consistent with this, he rejected the papacy, priesthood, the distinction 

between the clergy and laity.   
(g)  He accepted only two sacraments (baptism and the Lord’s Supper) 

instead of Rome’s seven, and rejected Rome’s sacrificial view of the 
Supper, as well as transubstantiation, though he believed the body and 
blood of the Lord were really present in the elements.   

(h)  He rejected prayers to the saints and to Mary, the worship of images, 
veneration of relics, pilgrimages, religious processions, holy water, 
outward asceticism, monasticism, prayers for the dead, and belief in 
purgatory.   

(i)  Contrary to the Reformed view of worship, he believed things not 
forbidden in the Bible were allowed, and so left the main altar in the 
church with candles along with a picture of Christ.   

(j)  He adopted a view of church government that allowed the state to be 
above the church, most likely because of the help he received from 
Frederick.   

(k)  And he wrote a catechism, authored several hymns – his most famous 
being “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” – and founded many schools.   

 
b.  Next, we considered John Calvin (1509-1564).   

(i)  Calvin was born after Luther, but was also his contemporary.   
(ii)  Calvin was born in Noyon, France into a family of some means.     
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(iii)  He received a good education in Paris, coming under the influence of 
Professor Jacques Lefevre of the Sorbonne, who in 1512, published a Latin 
translation and commentary on Paul’s writings, in which he stated, several 
years before Luther, that it is God who saved by grace alone.  William Farel 
was one of his students converted under his teaching.   

(iv)  He later studied law, but after his father’s death, decided to live the life of 
a scholar in Paris, until 1533, when he had to flee for his life when he was 
implicated in the All Saint’s Day address of Nicolas Cop, whose ideas 
sounded much like those of Erasmus and Luther.   

(v)  He wrote his first edition of The Institutes of the Christian Religion in 
1536, at the age of 26.  Originally intended to be a catechism, in it he laid 
down the fundamental teachings of the Protestant movement.  He later 
dedicated it to Francis I, the king of France, and sent it to him as proof that 
the Protestants were neither radicals or revolutionaries, but followers of 
Scriptures.  What began as a small volume through subsequent editions 
became the standard textbook of Reformed Theology.   

(vi)  Calvin later went to Geneva, where the influences of the Waldenses had 
led to the conversion of many to Protestantism.  When he arrived, Farel, 
who had come there earlier and who was striving to gain a foothold there 
for the Reformation, came to seek his help, knowing of his work on the 
Institutes.  When Calvin refused to help on the basis that such a work would 
be too difficult, Farel “rose from his chair, and, straightening himself out to 
his full height as his long beard swept his chest, he directed his piercing 
look at the young man before him and thundered: ‘May God curse your 
studies if now in her time of need you refuse to lend your aid to His 
Church” (193-94).   

(vii)  Calvin heard the voice of God in Farel’s voice and consented to stay in 
Geneva.  It was now 19 years since the posting of the Luther’s Theses.   

(viii)  At first, he was unsuccessful, and he and Farel eventually had to flee 
from Geneva.  But he returned after 3 years of lecturing in Strassburg in 
1541 at their invitation and was successful in establishing the Reformation 
there.  The town had been threatened by Cardinal Sadoleto’s letter, seeking 
to bring the town back to Rome.  Since no one there could answer the letter, 
they called on Calvin, who put aside his hard feelings, replied to the letter 
and cemented the city in the Reformation.   

(ix)  Farel eventually persuaded Calvin to return to Geneva, where he was able 
to do his greatest work.   
(a)  He drew up a Presbyterian form of government for the church, revised 

the Strassburg worship and psalter, established the first Protestant 
University anywhere (the Geneva Academy), enlarged his Institutes, and 
wrote many commentaries and sermons.   

(b)  He also prosecuted the city’s case against Michael Servetus, the anti-
Trinitarian, who was already under the sentence of death by the 
Inquisition.  When he was condemned, Calvin tried to have his sentence 
mitigated to beheading, but Servetus was burned at the stake instead.   
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(x)  On May 27, 1564, when he was not quite 55 years old, worn out with his 
difficult and extensive labors, Calvin died.   

(xi)  His coat of arms shows a hand holding a heart with the motto inscribed, 
“My heart I offer to You, Lord, promptly and sincerely.” This was the kind 
of life he sought to live by God’s grace.   

(xii)  With regard to his thought, we don’t have time to examine it with any 
breadth:   
(a)  Certainly, he agreed with those who went before him regarding the 

many abuses of the Roman Church and their inherent idolatry through 
their veneration of saints and worship of the Mass.   

(b)  But he is most famous for his so-called Five Points of Calvinism, 
which were really five Reformed answers to five Arminian points 
formulated at the Synod of Dort, but which were derived from his 
understanding of Scripture:   
(1)  Total depravity:  that man is affected in all areas by sin and 

rebellion against God and subsequently can do nothing at all to 
convert himself or prepare himself for conversion.   

(2)  Unconditional election:  since man cannot do anything towards his 
salvation, God must initiate it by His choice, which is what He did 
without reference to anything that is in man, since there is nothing 
good in man to commend him to God.   

(3)  Limited atonement:  since God has chosen only particular 
individuals upon which to show mercy, He sent Jesus to die only for 
them and not for the whole world.   

(4)  Irresistible grace:  those whom the Father has chosen and Jesus 
died for will be given the new birth and will come willingly to Christ.   

(5)  Perseverance of the saints:  those whom the Father has saved 
through His Son Jesus Christ will persevere in righteousness by His 
grace and will certainly be saved.   

 
(c)  Calvin is also known for his view of worship:   

(1)  Whereas the church of his day – certainly the Roman Church, but 
also the Lutherans – believed that whatever was not forbidden was 
permissible in worship, Calvin believed that only what God 
commanded was allowed.   

(2)  We call this the regulative principle of worship, a principle that 
really extends beyond the public worship of the church to all of life, 
since everything we do is to be one continual act of worship to Him.   

 
c.  Ulrich Zwingli (1484-1531).   

(i)  Zwingli “was a leader of the Reformation in Switzerland. Born during a 
time of emerging Swiss patriotism and increasing criticism of the Swiss 
mercenary system, he attended the University of Vienna and the University 
of Basel, a scholarly centre of humanism. He continued his studies while he 
served as a pastor in Glarus and later in Einsiedeln where he was influenced 
by the writings of Erasmus.   
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(ii)  In 1519, Zwingli became the pastor of the Grossmünster in Zürich where 
he began to preach ideas on reforming the Church. In his first public 
controversy in 1522, he attacked the custom of fasting during Lent. In his 
publications, he noted corruption in the ecclesiastical hierarchy, promoted 
clerical marriage, and attacked the use of images in places of worship. In 
1525, Zwingli introduced a new communion liturgy to replace the mass. 
Zwingli also clashed with the radical wing of the Reformation, the 
Anabaptists, which resulted in their persecution. 

(iii)  The Reformation spread to other parts of the Swiss Confederation, but 
several cantons resisted, preferring to remain Catholic. Zwingli formed an 
alliance of Reformed cantons which divided the Confederation along 
religious lines. In 1529, a war between the two sides was averted at the last 
moment. Meanwhile, Zwingli’s ideas came to the attention of Martin Luther 
and other reformers. They met at the Marburg Colloquy and although they 
agreed on many points of doctrine, they could not reach an accord on the 
doctrine of the presence of Christ in the Eucharist. 

(iv)  In 1531 Zwingli’s alliance applied an unsuccessful food blockade on the 
Catholic cantons. The cantons responded with an attack at a moment when 
Zürich was badly prepared. Zwingli was killed in battle at the age of 47. His 
legacy lives on in the confessions, liturgy, and church orders of the 
Reformed churches of today” (Wikipedia).   

 
4.  The Reformation continued to spread until it reached England.   

a.  We considered the many contributing factors to the establishing of the 
Reformation in England:   
(i)  The Lollards, who, armed with Wycliffe’s translation of the Bible from the 

Vulgate, caused the Reformation to spread quickly in England.   
(ii)  The Humanists at Oxford, such as John Colet, who read Erasmus’ Greek 

NT and began to explain it to the people.  They were critical of the Roman 
Church and desired reform.   

(iii)  The Biblical Reformers.   
(i)  William Tyndale (ca. 1494-1536):  who translated the NT from 

Erasmus’ Greek and portions of OT.   
(ii)  Miles Coverdale (ca. 1488-1568):  who published the first complete 

printed English translation of the OT in 1535.   
(iii)  Luther (1483-1546):  whose writings, circulated in England by 1525, 

attracted such men as Tyndale and Cranmer, and Bucer.   
(iv)  And Thomas Bilney (ca. 1495-1531), who, having been converted by 

reading Erasmus’ Greek New Testament in 1516, began to preach 
Protestant messages, influencing other young Cambridge men to think 
alone the same lines as himself.   

 
b.  But we also considered the direct cause of the Reformation in England:  Henry 

VIII’s desire for a male heir.   
(i)  His father, Henry VII, had brought stability to England after nearly a 

century and a half of civil war.   
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(ii)  Henry wanted the same and so strongly desired a male heir.   
(iii)  When Catherine (of Aragon) could not provide him with a son – she did 

bear him Mary, but all her other children died – he turned to Rome to 
obtain a divorce.   

(iv)  He finally did obtained his divorce from Catherine – against the pope’s 
will – but to keep her from appealing to Rome, had Parliament pass the Act 
of Supremacy (1534), which repudiated papal jurisdiction in England and 
made him the head of the English church.   

(v)  He then married Anne Boleyn, who bore him Elizabeth, but no son.  She 
was later tried and convicted of adultery and beheaded.   

(vi)  Eleven days later, he married Jane Seymour, who bore him a son, 
Edward VI, but then she died 12 days later.   

(vii)  He then married Anne of Cleves (which set the Reformation back and 
ended in the execution of Thomas Cromwell); the marriage was annulled 6 
months later; then Catherine Howard, who was beheaded for adultery; and 
finally Catherine Parr, who as a sincere Protestant, influenced Henry’s 
children for good. She was blessed to outlive Henry.   

(viii)  Henry succeeded in separating England from Roman authority and in 
filling church appointments with staunch Protestants, such as Cranmer. But 
little was done to reform the doctrine of the English Church.   

 
c.  Under Edward, the church made great strides in its doctrine.   

(i)  With Edward Seymour’s help, the Duke of Somerset, Parliament passed 
several changes almost immediately.   
(a)  The cup was given to the people in communion.   
(b)  The Six Articles (Transubstantiation, withholding the cup from the 

laity, clerical celibacy, vows of chastity, private masses, and auricular 
confession) were repealed.   

(c)  The chantries were dissolved.   
(d)  Images were removed from the churches.   
(e)  Celibacy of the clergy was ended and marriage became lawful for the 

priests and higher clergy.   
(f)  A new prayer book was developed that used the English language and 

emphasized the reading of the Bible in English, as well as the 
participation of the congregation in worship.   

 
(ii)  With John Dudley’s help, the Duke of Northumberland, the church 

advanced even further.   
(a)  England became a refuge for Protestants fleeing the Holy Roman 

Empire.   
(b)  Peter Martyr Vermigli, Martin Bucer, and John Knox came to 

England at the invitation of Thomas Cranmer.   
(c)  A new Prayer Book, influenced by the theology of these men, was 

written, seeking to establish a Biblical form of worship, with a new Act 
of Uniformity to enforce its use.   
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(d)  And a new doctrinal standard was drawn up, known as the Forty-Two 
Articles.   

 
d.  The Reformation was just about complete, until Mary came to the throne.   

(i)  Edward died of tuberculosis in 1553 at the age of sixteen and his half-sister 
Mary became queen.   

(ii)  Mary turned England back to Rome and began persecuting Protestants.   
(iii)  Under her bloody reign, she had Hugh Latimer and Nicolas Ridley 

burned at the stake.   
(iv)  She had Thomas Cranmer burned as well for his involvement in her 

mother’s divorce.   
(v)  In 1554, she married King Philip II of Spain (son of Charles V and 

Isabella).  If they had produced a child, that child would have been heir to 
all of Europe, except for France. Mary wanted an heir, but she was no 
longer young (38). She died in 1558 without a child.   

(vi)  Philip thought he had a legitimate claim on England and would later 
launch the Spanish Armada to invade England.   

(vii)  “Mary continued her persecution until the day of her death on November 
17, 1558. She had caused almost three hundred people to be burned.  Her 
persecutions earned her the name of Bloody Mary” (Kuiper 228).   

(viii)  “Nothing strengthened the cause of Protestantism more than the death of 
these brave martyrs.  Their earnest conviction and courage convinced 
Englishmen of the truth of their opinions” (Cairnes 332).   

(ix)  “Mary’s great mistakes were the Spanish marriage, the restoration of the 
authority of the pope, and this persecution.  Englishmen have never favored 
extremes, and they reacted against Mary’s extreme as some had against the 
extreme Protestant changes under Edward VI.  The way was prepared for a 
compromise settlement with the accession of Elizabeth” (Cairnes 332).   

 
e.  By the time Elizabeth I came to the throne in 1558, at the age of 25, England 

was ready for a change.   
(i)  She was very careful to steer a middle course to keep political and social 

unrest to a minimum, since England was divided between Protestant and 
Catholic views.   

(ii)  She didn’t want a Catholic Church, since the Roman church did not 
recognize the legitimacy of her parents’ marriage (Henry and Anne 
Boleyn).   

(iii)  But she didn’t want open conflict with the pope; she had to avoid 
extremes on either side.   

(iv)  She had Parliament pass the Act of Supremacy in 1559, that made the 
queen “the only supreme governor of this realm” in spiritual, ecclesiastical 
and temporal matters. This was less offensive than the title Supreme Head 
of the Church that Henry had insisted on.   

(v)  The Act of Uniformity, also passed in 1559, provided for the use of the 
1552 Prayer Book, and made church attendance compulsory – which would 
weed out the extreme Roman Catholics.   
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(vi)  In 1563, the Forty-Two Articles were revised into the Thirty-Nine Articles 
and adopted as the creed of the Anglican Church.   

(vii)  England was returned to the Protestant faith; public worship was 
conducted in English, rather than Latin; and a new Book of Common Prayer 
was adopted, being adapted from the one introduced under Edward’s reign.   

(viii)  There were, however, still the remnants of Roman Catholicism preserved 
in the worship and theology of the church.   

(ix)  It was this the Puritans would seek to reform.   
 

5.  The Puritans:  the continuing Reformation in England.   
a. The Puritans were not satisfied with Elizabeth’s compromised church.   

(i)  There were too many ‘rags of popery’ still within her doctrine and worship.   
(ii)  They wanted to purify her along Biblical lines.  “Up until 1570 their main 

objections were directed against the continued use in the liturgy of the 
church of ritual and vestments that seemed popish to them.  They opposed 
the use of saints’ days, clerical absolution, the sign of the Cross, the custom 
of having god-parents in baptism, kneeling for Communion, and the use of 
the surplice by the minister.  They also deplored the loose observance of 
Sunday by the Anglicans.  They followed William Ames's (1576-1633) and 
William Perkins's interpretations of Calvin.  Cambridge became the 
university center where the Puritans had their greatest influence” (Carnes). 

(iii)  They wanted spiritually minded and able pastors installed in every parish.  
Soon they demanded that all ministers would be on an equal footing, which 
amounted to the abolition of Episcopacy.   

(iv)  Thomas Cartwright (1535-1603), professor of theology at Cambridge 
about 1570, pushed for reforms in theology and church government.   

(v)  An early opponent, John Whitgift, used his influence to deprive 
Cartwright of his professorship.  Afterwards, he led a wandering and 
persecuted life, “but he continued to labor tirelessly for the cause of 
Presbyterian Puritanism” (Kuiper).   

(vi)  Before long, there were those who separated themselves from the Church 
of England because they saw that reforming her would be too tedious or 
take too long, if it happened at all.  They became the Congregationalists or 
Independents.  They were Calvinists in doctrine and it was from these that 
the Pilgrims would later come to establish Plymouth Colony in 1620.   

(vii)  The English exiles who had gone to Geneva to escape Mary Tudor, 
became acquainted with Calvinism.  These caused Elizabeth no little 
difficulty.  When James VI of Scotland became James I of England, they 
hoped this Calvinistic king would set up Presbyterianism in the Anglican 
Church.  The king did not agree to this, but he did authorize a new 
translation of the Bible into English, known as the Authorized or King 
James version, which was completed in 1611, replacing the Genevan Bible.   

 
b.  Civil War.   

(i)  Charles I came to the throne in 1625, and very soon many Puritans grew 
weary of his pro-Catholic policy.  Having hoped for better conditions in 
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England, they migrated to America.  At least twenty thousand left England 
for America between 1628 and 1640.   

(ii)  Charles appointed William Laud (1573-1645), as the archbishop of 
Canterbury in 1633.  He wanted uniformity of polity, appointed Arminians 
to the best church positions, and forced a new Book of Common Prayer on 
the Church of Scotland in 1637.  The Scots rebelled against this attempt to 
change their liturgy, polity, and faith in order to have religious uniformity in 
the two lands.  

(iii)  This was the period when Jenny Geddes was supposed to have hurled the 
stool on which she was sitting at the head of the minister for daring to ‘say 
mass at my lug’ (ear) in historic Saint Giles’ Church in Edinburgh.  

(iv)  In 1638 the Scottish people signed a national covenant to defend 
Presbyterianism and invaded England. Charles made an attempt to repel the 
invasion but finally had to buy them off. The Scots marched into England a 
second time and remained in the north as a threat.   

(v)  To raise money, Charles called a Parliament in 1640, which was known as 
the Long Parliament because it was not replaced until 1660 (Ibid.).   

(vi)  Before granting any money, they imprisoned or executed Charles’s 
advisers [two in particular – the Earl of Strafford and Archbishop Laud – 
were brought to trial, condemned, and executed by beheading.  They also 
abolished all the illegal courts, and took control of finance in the state; but it 
could not reach an agreement on the subject of religion.   

(vii)  When Charles sought to use military force to compel Parliament to 
submit, he plunged England into Civil war.   

(viii)  Oliver Cromwell successfully led his Ironsides against the king, who 
was defeated at Naseby in 1645.   

(ix)  “The king surrendered; he was tried and found guilty as a tyrant, traitor, 
murderer and public enemy, and was condemned to death. On January 30, 
1649, Charles I ascended the scaffold in front of the royal palace of 
Whitehall in London, where a great multitude had assembled to witness the 
execution” (Kuiper).   

 
c.  The Westminster Assembly.   

(i)  In 1643, while the war was underway, Parliament called an assembly 
composed of 121 clergymen and 30 laymen to advise it on the polity and 
doctrine of the national church.   

(ii)  They produced a directory of worship, a form of government, the 
Westminster Confession of Faith, and the Larger and Shorter Catechisms 
between 1643 and 1647.   

 
d.  Cromwell’s Protectorate:   

(i)  After Charles was beheaded, Parliament was given control of the country.   
(ii)  When it became evident to Cromwell that they had become corrupt and 

could not govern the country righteously, he dismissed Parliament in 1653 
with the help of the army and set up a protectorate that lasted until 1658.   
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e.  The Restoration.   
(i)  When Cromwell died, the people recalled Charles II to become their ruler 

and adopted Episcopacy again.   
(ii)  “This return of the House of Stuart to the throne of England is known as 

the Restoration of 1660” (Kuiper).   
(iii)  “In May, 1662, Parliament, now strongly Anglican, passed a new Act of 

Uniformity.  Some six hundred changes were made in the Directory of 
Worship or Prayer Book, all in the direction away from Puritanism. The use 
of any form of church service other than that prescribed in this newly 
revised Prayer Book was forbidden.  Those who refused to obey were 
heavily punished.  Two thousand Presbyterian clergymen who had refused 
to conform were driven from their parishes and reduced to poverty” (Ibid.).   

(iv)  “The Scottish Parliament vied with that of England in persecution of the 
Dissenters. The Covenanters, as the Scottish Protestants were called, were 
hunted with bugles and bloodhounds like so many deer. Those who 
gathered secretly in glens and caves to worship God were hanged and 
drowned without mercy” (Ibid.).   

(v)  “Among the multitude who suffered in England for the sake of their faith 
was a poor tinker named John Bunyan.  He had served against the king in 
the civil wars.  Later he was converted to Puritanism and became a traveling 
preacher.  He was arrested and convicted of having ‘abstained from coming 
to church,’ and was thrown into Bedford jail – a ‘squalid Denn.’ While 
lingering in that jail for twelve years he wrote his famous Pilgrim's 
Progress” (Ibid.).   

(vi)  “Another Puritan, a man of high rank, excellent education, and rare gifts, 
was John Milton. In blindness, loneliness, and poverty he wrote Paradise 
Lost, the great Christian epic poem” (Ibid.).   

(vii)  “As a result of persecution the Puritans now became a party outside the 
Church of England. They had been a group who wished to stay in the 
Church of England and reform it. Now they were forced into the position 
which had been taken by the Separatists. They too had become Dissenters” 
(Ibid.).   

(viii)  “During his entire life Charles II swayed between unbelief and 
superstitious Catholicism, but on his deathbed in 1685 he professed the 
Roman Catholic faith. He was succeeded by his brother James II, who was 
a professed and earnest Catholic. The new king's great object was to restore 
England to Catholicism. He plotted with Louis XIV, the king of France who 
revoked the Edict of Nantes, to bring this about. Religious and political 
liberty were at stake” (Ibid.).   

 
f.  William and Mary.   

(i)  “Now in this dark hour William III [son of Mary Stuart, eldest daughter of 
Charles I] of the Netherlands came forward as the champion of 
Protestantism against Louis XIV of France. His wife, Mary, was the 
daughter of James II.  In their distress the English appealed to William. 
Accompanied by an army he crossed the sea from Holland in 1688 and 
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drove out his father-in-law, James II. He and Mary were crowned king and 
queen of England” (Ibid.).   

(ii)  “The next year James made an attempt to regain his throne. He landed in 
Ireland supported by a French army. The people of southern Ireland, the 
majority of whom were Catholics, took the side of James. The people in 
northern Ireland were Protestants and stood by William. Because of this 
they were called Orangemen. In 1690 the decisive battle of the Boyne took 
place. James waited on a hill, watching the battle from a safe distance. 
When he saw that his army was utterly defeated he fled to France. William, 
on the other hand, showed great courage and leadership. Although 
wounded, he led his soldiers in person. An Irish officer cried to one of 
William's soldiers, ‘Change kings with us and we'll fight you over again’” 
(Ibid.).  

(iii)  “As a result of his brave and determined stand William had saved 
Holland, England, and America for Protestantism and liberty against the 
Catholicism and despotism of Louis XIV of France and James II of 
England. After this there were no more wars in which the religious 
differences between Protestants and Catholics were the main issue” (Ibid.).   

 
g.  Religious Toleration.   

(i)  “When William and Mary were crowned king and queen of England, four 
hundred members of the clergy of the Church of England, among them 
seven bishops, refused the oath of allegiance to the new sovereigns. They 
were deprived of their offices” (Kuiper).   

(ii)  “Religious toleration was now granted to all Protestant Dissenters. By the 
Toleration Act of 1689 freedom of worship was granted to those who were 
willing to: (1) swear the oath of allegiance to William and Mary; (2) reject 
the jurisdiction of the pope, transubstantiation, the mass, the invocation of 
the Virgin and saints; and (3) subscribe to the doctrinal portions of the 
Thirty-nine Articles. Various denominations of Protestant Dissenters could 
exist freely and openly alongside the established and endowed Episcopal 
Church of England. The Dissenters – Presbyterians, Congregationalists, 
Baptists, and Quakers – formed about one-tenth of the population of 
England at this time” (Ibid.).   

(iii) “The Toleration Act did not cover the Roman Catholics or those who 
denied the Trinity” (Ibid.).  

(iv)  *Material taken primarily from: R. B. Kuiper’s, The Church in History, 
pp. 249-257; and Earl Cairnes, Christianity Through the Centuries, pp. 335-
341.   

 
6.  Why we need the Puritans:  Refer to the slide presentation.   


