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I.  Introduction.   

A.  Review.   
1.  There were several contributors to the Reformation in England.   

a.  Lollards.   
(i)  Lay-preachers, organized and sent by **John Wycliffe.   
(ii)  Armed with Wycliffe’s translation of the Bible from the Vulgate.   
(iii)  Reformation spread most quickly where Wycliffe had the strongest 

following.   
 

b.  Humanists.   
(i)  Oxford Reformers:  i.e., John Colet:  Read Erasmus’ Greek NT and 

began to explain it to the people.   
(ii)  Critical of the Roman Church, desired reform.   
 

c.  Biblical Reformers.   
(i)  William Tyndale (ca. 1494-1536):  translated the NT from Erasmus’ 

Greek and portions of OT.   
(ii)  Miles Coverdale (ca. 1488-1568):  in 1535, he published the first 

complete printed English translation of the OT.   
(iii)  Luther (1483-1546):  writings circulated in England by 1525; attracted 

men such as Tyndale and Cranmer, and Bucer, through his writings.   
(iv)  Thomas Bilney (ca. 1495-1531), who had been converted through the 

reading of Erasmus’ Greek New Testament in 1516, began to preach 
Protestant messages, influencing other young Cambridge men to think 
alone the same lines as himself.   

 
2.  The direct cause of the Reformation in England was Henry VIII’s desire for a 

male heir.   
a.  Background.   

(i)  England had come through the 100 Years War with France (mid 14-15th 
Centuries).   

(ii)  Then the Civil War of the Roses (second half of 15th Century).   
(iii)  Henry VII married princess of York, bringing peace and beginning the 

Tudor dynasty.  He sought stability for his kingdom.   
(iv)  Henry VIII wanted the same, so strongly desired a male heir to prevent 

further civil war.   
 

b.  Catherine (of Aragon), however, could not provide him with one:  The 
King’s Great Matter.   
(i)  She bore a daughter, Mary, but all her other children died.   



(ii)  In order to obtain a divorce, Henry turned to Rome, but Charles V 
prevented this by invading Rome and capturing pope Clement VII.   

(iii)  He finally obtained a divorce from Catherine, but to keep her from 
appealing to Rome, had Parliament pass the Act of Supremacy, 
repudiating papal jurisdiction in England and making him the head of the 
English church.   

(iv)  He then married Anne Boleyn, who bore him Elizabeth, but no son.  
She was later tried and convicted of adultery and beheaded.   

(v)  Eleven days later, he married Jane Seymour, who bore him a son, 
Edward, but then she died 12 days later.   

(vi)  He then married Anne of Cleves (which set the Reformation back and 
ended in the execution of Thomas Cromwell); the marriage was annulled 
6 months later; then Catherine Howard, who was beheaded for adultery; 
and finally Catherine Parr, who as a sincere Protestant, influenced 
Henry’s children for good.  She was blessed to outlive Henry.   

 
3. Henry succeeded in separating England from Roman authority and in filling 

church appointments with staunch Protestants, such as Cranmer.  But little was 
done to reform the doctrine of the English Church.   

4.  But under Edward, the church made great strides in its doctrine.   
a.  With Edward Seymour’s help, the Duke of Somerset, Parliament passed 

several changes almost immediately.   
(i)  The cup was given to the people in communion.   
(ii)  The Six Articles were repealed.   
(iii)  The chantries were dissolved.   
(iv)  Images were removed from the churches.   
(v)  Celibacy of the clergy was ended and marriage became lawful for the 

priests and higher clergy.   
(vi)  A new prayer book was developed that used the English language and 

emphasized the reading of the Bible in English, as well as the participation 
of the congregation in worship.   

 
b.  With John Dudley’s help, the Duke of Northumberland, the church 

advanced even further.   
(i)  England became a refuge for Protestants fleeing the Holy Roman Empire.   
(ii)  Peter Martyr Vermigli, Martin Bucer, and John Knox came to 

England at the invitation of Thomas Cranmer.   
(iii)  A new Prayer Book, influenced by the theology of these men, was 

written, seeking to establish a Biblical form of worship, with a new Act of 
Uniformity to enforce its use.   

(iv)  And a new doctrinal standard was drawn up, known as the Forty-Two 
Articles.   

 
5.  The Reformation was just about complete, until Mary came to the throne.   

a.  Edward died of tuberculosis in 1553 at the age of sixteen and his half-sister 
Mary became queen.   



b.  Mary turned England back to Rome and began persecuting Protestants.   
c.  Under her bloody reign, she had Hugh Latimer and Nicolas Ridley burned 

at the stake.   
d.  She had Thomas Cranmer burned as well for his involvement in her 

mother’s divorce.   
e.  In 1554, she married King Philip II of Spain (son of Charles V and Isabella).  

“The marriage was unpopular with the English people, and Philip never 
requited Mary’s love” (Cairnes, 332).   
(i)  If they had produced a child, that child would have been heir to all of 

Europe, except for France.  Mary wanted an heir, but she was no longer 
young (38).  She died in 1558 without a child.   

(ii)  Philip though he had a legitimate claim on England and would later 
launch the Spanish Armada to invade England.   

 
f.   “Mary continued her persecution until the day of her death on November 17, 

1558.  She had caused almost three hundred people to be burned.  Her 
persecutions earned her the name of Bloody Mary” (Kuiper 228).   

g.  “Nothing strengthened the cause of Protestantism more than the death of 
these brave martyrs.  Their earnest conviction and courage convinced 
Englishmen of the truth of their opinions” (Cairnes 332).   

h.  “Mary’s great mistakes were the Spanish marriage, the restoration of the 
authority of the pope, and this persecution.  Englishmen have never favored 
extremes, and they reacted against Mary’s extreme as some had against the 
extreme Protestant changes under Edward VI.  The way was prepared for a 
compromise settlement with the accession of Elizabeth” (Cairnes 332).   

 
6.  Elizabethan Settlement (taken from Cairnes).   

a.  Elizabeth I came to the throne in 1558 at the age of 25.   
b.  She was very careful to steer a middle course to keep political and social 

unrest to a minimum, since England was divided between Protestant and 
Catholic views.   

c.  She obviously did not want a Catholic Church, since the Roman church did 
not recognize the legitimacy of her parents’ marriage (Henry and Anne 
Boleyn).   

d.  On the other hand, she didn’t want open conflict with the pope.   
e.  She had to avoid extremes on either side.   
f.  She had Parliament pass the Act of Supremacy in 1559, that made the queen 

“the only supreme governor of this realm” in spiritual, ecclesiastical and 
temporal matters.  This was less offensive than the title Supreme Head of the 
Church that Henry had insisted on.   

g.  The Act of Uniformity, also passed in 1559, provided for the use of the 1552 
Prayer Book, and made church attendance compulsory – which would weed 
out the extreme Roman Catholics.   

h.  And in 1563, the Forty-Two Articles were revised into the Thirty-Nine 
Articles and adopted as the creed of the Anglican Church.   



i.  England was returned to the Protestant faith; public worship was conducted in 
English, rather than Latin; and a new Book of Common Prayer was adopted, 
being adapted from the one introduced under Edward’s reign.   

j.  However, there were still the remnants of Roman Catholicism preserved in 
the worship and theology of the church.   

k.  This is what we will now see the Puritans react against.   
 

B.  Overview.   
1.  The Influence of Calvin Is Felt:  The Puritans Desire Reform.   

a.  “The Elizabethan Settlement of 1563 did not settle the affairs of the Church 
in England.  During the persecutions of Bloody Mary many Protestants who 
had fled to Geneva came under the spell of Calvin.  When in 1558 Elizabeth 
succeeded Mary to the throne of England, they returned, fired with 
enthusiasm for the ideas and ideals of the great French Reformer.  So almost 
from the beginning of Elizabeth's reign, voices were heard advocating a much 
more thoroughgoing reformation.  The Settlement of 1563 did not satisfy 
them at all.  Because they wished to see the Church purified much more 
thoroughly, these members of the Church of England were called Puritans” 
(Kuiper).   

b.  “The Puritans contended that too many ‘rags of popery’ were still in the 
Anglican church; and they wanted to ‘purify’ the Anglican church in ac-
cordance with the Bible, which they accepted as the infallible rule of faith 
and life. . .  Up until 1570 their main objections were directed against the 
continued use in the liturgy of the church of ritual and vestments that seemed 
popish to them.  They opposed the use of saints' days, clerical absolution, the 
sign of the Cross, the custom of having god-parents in baptism, kneeling for 
Communion, and the use of the surplice by the minister.  They also deplored 
the loose observance of Sunday by the Anglicans. They followed William 
Ames's (1576-1633) and William Perkins's interpretations of Calvin. 
Cambridge became the university center where the Puritans had their greatest 
influence” (Carnes).   

c. “The Puritans wished to see installed in every parish an earnest and spiritually 
minded pastor able to preach.  They demanded the abolition of the clerical 
dress then in vogue, of kneeling at the Lord's Supper, of the ring ceremony at 
weddings, and of the use of the sign of the cross at baptism.  In the clerical 
dress then in use they saw the claim of the clergy to powers which reminded 
them of the power of Catholic priests.  In kneeling at the Lord's Supper they 
saw adoration of the physical presence of Christ as taught in the Catholic 
doctrine of transubstantiation.  The ring ceremony at weddings signified to 
them the claim of Catholics that marriage is a sacrament.  The sign of the 
cross at baptism was to them a Catholic superstition.  They wished to see the 
Church purified of this old leaven of Catholicism” (Kuiper).   

d.  “Before long they went even further in their demands for the purification of 
the Church.  They wished to see in each parish elders chosen to exercise 
discipline.  They wished to have the ministers chosen by the people and the 
office of bishop abolished.  All ministers, they believed, should be on an 



equal footing.  This amounted to a demand for the presbyterian form of 
church government in place of the Episcopalian” (Kuiper).   

e.  “The emergence of Thomas Cartwright (1535-1603) as professor of 
theology at Cambridge about 1570 shifted the emphasis in the Puritan efforts 
from reform of liturgy to reform in theology and church government.  
Insistence on the final authority of the Scriptures led his followers to adopt a 
Calvinistic theology that would make the Thirty-Nine Articles even more 
Calvinistic.  In his lectures on the Book of Acts in 1570, Cartwright opposed 
government by bishops. The government of the church, he wrote, should be 
in the control of a presbytery of bishops or elders who had only spiritual 
functions.  This system was essentially the Calvinistic system of church 
government by elders who were elected by the congregation.  Later 
Cartwright translated Walter Travers's Ecclesiastical Discipline in which he 
advocated the setting up of a presbytery in every diocese of the church.  He 
laid the foundations of the English Presbyterianism that was so influential 
between 1643 and 1648.  Presbyterianism in modern England owes its 
existence to his initial work.  The first Presbyterian church was at Wands-
worth in 1572” (Cairnes).   

f.  “The chief opponent of Puritanism in its early stages was John Whitgift, and 
through his influence Cartwright was deprived of his professorship.  There-
after Cartwright led a wandering and persecuted life, but he continued to 
labor tirelessly for the cause of Presbyterian Puritanism” (Kuiper).   

g.  “Puritanism continued to grow and won the support of many lawyers, 
merchants, and country gentry.  After the ending of the danger from the pope, 
Elizabeth had an act passed against the Puritans in 1593.  This act gave the 
authorities the right to imprison the Puritans for failure to attend the Anglican 
church” (Carnes).   

h.  “Although the Puritans objected strongly to the episcopalian form of church 
government and to many of the rites and ceremonies of the Church of 
England, they were strongly opposed to separation from that Church. They 
wished to stay in that Church and to reform it from within, molding it after 
the pattern of Calvin's church in Geneva” (Kuiper).   

 
2.  The Separatists Leave the Church of England.   

a.  “The Separatists saw that the process of reforming the Episcopal Church of 
England from within would at best be long and tedious, if not entirely 
hopeless.  They therefore separated themselves from the Church of England 
and became known as Separatists or Dissenters.  In the matter of church 
government they believed not only that each local church or congregation is a 
complete church in itself, but also that no church should have anything to say 
about any other church.  Because they believed that all local churches should 
be independent of each other, they were called Congregationalists or 
Independents” (Kuiper).   

b.  It should be noted that not all Independents were Separatists.   
c.  “Both those who remained in the Church of England and those who separated 

from it were Calvinists in doctrine.  Those American colonists who 



established the Plymouth Colony in 1620 were Separatists and were called 
Pilgrims.  Those who came nine years later and established the Massachusetts 
Bay Colony were Puritans” (Kuiper).   

 
3.  The Puritan Struggle With the Stuarts; Civil War.   

a.  “The religious forces generated by the exiles under Mary Tudor – exiles who 
had become acquainted with Calvinism in Europe – and by the Geneva Bible 
of 1560 resulted in the Puritanism that caused Elizabeth no little difficulty.  
When her successor, James VI of Scotland, became James I of England in 
1603, the Puritans hoped that this Calvinistic king, who liked episcopacy, 
would set up a presbyterian government in the Anglican church.  To 
emphasize their hope, they presented him with the Millenary Petition, signed 
by nearly a thousand Puritan ministers, upon his arrival in 1603 and asked 
that the Anglican church be completely ‘purified’ in liturgy and polity.  The 
pudgy, ricket-deformed, vain, garrulous ruler called the Hampton Court 
Conference in 1604.  When the Puritans again demanded reform, James 
became angry and said that he would ‘harry them out of the kingdom’ if they 
would not conform; and, as for presbyterian polity in the state church, he said 
that presbyterianism ‘agreeth as well with monarchy as God and the devil."  
Permission to make a new English translation of the Scriptures was the net 
result of this meeting, and a group of fifty-four learned divines began work 
on the Bible popularly known as the Authorized or King James Version.  
This translation was completed in 1611 and in time replaced the Genevan 
Bible in the affections of the Anglo-Saxons” (Cairnes).   

b.  “The issues between James and the Puritans included more than the religious 
disagreement over presbyterian or episcopal forms of government for the 
state church.  The judicial issue concerned the struggle between the legal, 
common-law courts of England and the extra-legal court system that the 
Tudors had set up to give them complete control of their subjects.  Another 
problem concerned the question as to whether monarch or Parliament was 
sovereign.  Was the king, the divinely appointed sovereign, responsible only 
to God, or was he appointed by the consent of the people in Parliament?  The 
economic question involved the problem of whether the king could levy taxes 
or whether that was the exclusive prerogative of Parliament.  Unfortunately 
for the Stuarts, neither James nor his three successors had any of the skill of 
the Tudors in hiding the iron fist in the velvet glove of a monarch apparently 
supported by Parliament.  During Elizabeth's and James's reigns the Puritans 
had been winning adherents to their views among the merchants of the city 
and the country gentry.  These groups were forced into opposition to the ruler 
on all the points just mentioned and bided their time until they could act” 
(Ibid.).   

c.  “Charles I, who ruled from 1625 until he was executed in 1649, was an hon-
orable, brave, and able but weak man who believed more strongly in the 
marriage of divine right monarchy and episcopacy than his father did.  He 
also insisted on a subservient Parliament and, when he could not get one, 
ruled without Parliament from 1629 until 1640.  Many Puritans, wearied with 



his pro-Catholic policy and hoping for better conditions in England, migrated 
to America.  At least twenty thousand left England for America between 
1628 and 1640” (Ibid.).   

d.  “Charles' appointment of William Laud (1573-1645), a man of small stature 
and narrow mind, as the archbishop of Canterbury created a set of conditions 
that in time brought his downfall.  Laud was favorable to uniformity in polity 
and to Arminian theology, which the Calvinistic Puritans disliked; and he 
appointed Arminians to the best church positions” (Ibid.).   

e.  “The attempt by Laud to force a new Book of Common Prayer on the Church 
of Scotland in 1637 proved to be the incident that started the struggle 
between the Puritans and their ruler.  The Scots rebelled against this attempt 
to change their liturgy, polity, and faith in order to have religious uniformity 
in the two lands.  This was the period when Jenny Geddes was supposed to 
have hurled the stool on which she was sitting at the head of the minister for 
daring to ‘say mass at my lug’ (ear) in historic Saint Giles’ Church in 
Edinburgh.  In 1638 the Scottish people signed a national covenant to defend 
Presbyterianism and invaded England.  Charles made an attempt to repel the 
invasion but finally had to buy them off.  The Scots marched into England a 
second time and remained in the north as a threat.  To get money, Charles 
called a Parliament in 1640, which was known as the Long Parliament 
because it was not replaced until 1660” (Ibid.).   

f.  “The Long Parliament, before granting any funds, imprisoned or executed 
Charles's advisers [two in particular – the Earl of Strafford and Archbishop 
Laud – were brought to trial, condemned, and executed by beheading. 
(Kuiper)], abolished all the illegal courts, and took control of finance in the 
state; but it could not reach an agreement on the subject of religion.  
Moderates, who wanted to retain episcopacy, were known as the Royalists or 
Cavaliers, and the Puritan country gentry and merchants, who desired 
Presbyterian or Congregational polity and doctrine, were known as Puritans 
or Roundheads.  In 1642 the Royalists withdrew from Parliament after 
Charles tried unsuccessfully to arrest five members of the House of 
Commons for treason” (Cairnes).   

g.  “The king resolved to use military force to compel Parliament to submit.  He 
left London and raised the royal flag at Nottingham. With this act he plunged 
England into civil war” (Kuiper), “which was to last until 1646” (Cairnes).   

h.  “On the side of the king were the majority of the nobles and the country 
gentlemen.  Because of their daring horsemanship the king's men were called 
Cavaliers.  On the side of Parliament were the shopkeepers, small farmers, 
and a few men of high rank.  Because the king's Cavaliers wore long flowing 
locks, those opposing them wore their hair closely cropped so that it showed 
the shape of the head.  For that reason they were, in ridicule, called 
Roundheads” (Kuiper).    

i.  “Success in the conflict came to the Puritans of the Long Parliament because 
of the unexpected military skill of Oliver Cromwell (1599-1658)” (Cairnes).   

j.  “Cromwell is one of the great characters of history.  As colonel of a troop of 
cavalry he showed great skill and courage.  His regiment became famous as 



Cromwell's Ironsides.  It was never defeated.  It was composed entirely of 
‘men of religion.’  They did not swear or drink.  They advanced to the charge 
singing psalms” (Kuiper).   

k.  “His well-trained and highly disciplined cavalry of godly Puritans, the 
Ironsides, became the model on which the victorious New Model army was 
organized” (Cairnes).   

l.  “It was a body of religious enthusiasts such as the world had not seen since 
the days of the Crusades.  Most of the soldiers of this army were fervent, 
God-fearing, psalm-singing Puritans.  When not fighting they studied the 
Bible, prayed, and sang hymns” (Kuiper).   

m.  “The Cavaliers were scattered as chaff before the wind in the Battle of 
Naseby.  The king surrendered; he was tried and found guilty as a tyrant, 
traitor, murderer and public enemy, and was condemned to death.  On 
January 30, 1649, Charles I ascended the scaffold in front of the royal palace 
of Whitehall in London, where a great multitude had assembled to witness 
the execution” (Kuiper).   

 
4.  The Westminster Assembly.  “Parliament, in the meantime, abolished 

episcopacy in 1643 and commissioned the Westminster Assembly, composed 
of 151 English Puritans [121 clergymen and 30 laymen].  To secure Scottish aid 
in the war, Parliament accepted the Solemn League and Covenant of 1638 and 
added eight Scottish Presbyterians to advise it on the polity and creed of the 
national church.  The group held 1,163 daily sessions between 1643 and 1649, 
during which time its real work was done, although it did not end until 1652.  
The Directory of Worship along Presbyterian lines was completed in 1644 and 
accepted by both the Scottish and English Parliaments in 1645.  The Form of 
Government, which advocated presbyterian polity for the national church, was 
completed by 1645 and adopted by Parliament in 1648.  The Calvinistic 
Westminster Confession of Faith, the assembly’s most important work, was 
completed by 1646 and adopted by the Scots in 1647 and by the English in 
1648.  Thus the state church of England was a Calvinistic Presbyterian church 
by 1648.  The Longer and the Shorter Catechisms were also completed by 1647.  
With these things done, the real work of the Westminster Assembly of divines 
was completed” (Cairnes).   

5.  Cromwell’s Protectorate:  “The Presbyterians in Parliament had not paid as 
much attention as they should have to the army, which had become 
Congregationalist in sentiment.  Tired of the Presbyterian refusal to pay arrears 
of wages to the army and of their unwillingness to have any but a Presbyterian 
state church, Cromwell, an Independent or Congregationalist, ordered a Colonel 
Pride to ‘purge parliament’ in 1648.  The Presbyterians were driven out, leaving 
a ‘rump’ of Congregationalists in charge.  Cromwell, after the execution of 
Charles in 1649, created a commonwealth headed by himself.  He dismissed the 
Rump Parliament in 1653, set up a Protectorate, and until 1658 ruled as dic-
tator with the aid of the army.  He was tolerant in matters of religion.  He per-
mitted the Jews, who had been expelled in 1290, to return in 1656” (Cairnes).   

6.  The Restoration.   



a.  “After Cromwell's death, the Long Parliament voted itself out of existence in 
1660.  The English, tired of the strict way of life of the Puritans, recalled 
Charles II to become their ruler and adopted episcopacy again” (Cairnes).   

b.  “This return of the House of Stuart to the throne of England is known as the 
Restoration of 1660” (Kuiper).   

c.  “The first act of the Parliament chosen after the Restoration was to proclaim a 
pardon to all who had fought against King Charles I in the Civil War.  The 
only persons excepted were the members of the High Court of Justice which 
had sent Charles I to the block” (Ibid.).   

d.  “In May, 1662, Parliament, now strongly Anglican, passed a new Act of Uni-
formity.  Some six hundred changes were made in the Directory of Worship 
or Prayer Book, all in the direction away from Puritanism.  The use of any 
form of church service other than that prescribed in this newly revised Prayer 
Book was forbidden.  Those who refused to obey were heavily punished.  
Two thousand Presbyterian clergymen who had refused to conform were 
driven from their parishes and reduced to poverty” (Ibid.).   

e.  “The Scottish Parliament vied with that of England in persecution of the 
Dissenters.  The Covenanters, as the Scottish Protestants were called, were 
hunted with bugles and bloodhounds like so many deer.  Those who gathered 
secretly in glens and caves to worship God were hanged and drowned 
without mercy” (Ibid.).   

f.  “Among the multitude who suffered in England for the sake of their faith was 
a poor tinker named John Bunyan.  He had served against the king in the 
civil wars.  Later he was converted to Puritanism and became a traveling 
preacher.  He was arrested and convicted of having ‘abstained from coming 
to church,’ and was thrown into Bedford jail – a ‘squalid Denn.’  While 
lingering in that jail for twelve years he wrote his famous Pilgrim's Progress” 
(Ibid.).   

g.  “Another Puritan, a man of high rank, excellent education, and rare gifts, was 
John Milton.  In blindness, loneliness, and poverty he wrote Paradise Lost, 
the great Christian epic poem” (Ibid.).   

h.  “As a result of persecution the Puritans now became a party outside the 
Church of England.  They had been a group who wished to stay in the Church 
of England and reform it.  Now they were forced into the position which had 
been taken by the Separatists.  They too had become Dissenters” (Ibid.).   

i.  “During his entire life Charles II swayed between unbelief and superstitious 
Catholicism, but on his deathbed in 1685 he professed the Roman Catholic 
faith.  He was succeeded by his brother James II, who was a professed and 
earnest Catholic.  The new king's great object was to restore England to 
Catholicism.  He plotted with Louis XIV, the king of France who revoked the 
Edict of Nantes, to bring this about.  Religious and political liberty were at 
stake” (Ibid.).   

 
7.  William and Mary.   

a.  “Now in this dark hour William III [son of Mary Stuart, eldest daughter of 
Charles I] of the Netherlands came forward as the champion of Protestantism 



against Louis XIV of France.  His wife, Mary, was the daughter of James II.  
In their distress the English appealed to William.  Accompanied by an army 
he crossed the sea from Holland in 1688 and drove out his father-in-law, 
James II.  He and Mary were crowned king and queen of England” (Ibid.).   

b.  “The next year James made an attempt to regain his throne. He landed in Ire-
land supported by a French army.  The people of southern Ireland, the 
majority of whom were Catholics, took the side of James.  The people in 
northern Ireland were Protestants and stood by William.  Because of this they 
were called Orangemen.  In 1690 the decisive battle of the Boyne took 
place.  James waited on a hill, watching the battle from a safe distance.  
When he saw that his army was utterly defeated he fled to France.  William, 
on the other hand, showed great courage and leadership.  Although wounded, 
he led his soldiers in person.  An Irish officer cried to one of William's 
soldiers, ‘Change kings with us and we'll fight you over again’” (Ibid.).   

c.  “As a result of his brave and determined stand William had saved Holland, 
England, and America for Protestantism and liberty against the Catholicism 
and despotism of Louis XIV of France and James II of England.  After this 
there were no more wars in which the religious differences between 
Protestants and Catholics were the main issue” (Ibid.).   

 
8.  Religious Toleration.   

a.  “When William and Mary were crowned king and queen of England, four 
hundred members of the clergy of the Church of England, among them seven 
bishops, refused the oath of allegiance to the new sovereigns.  They were 
deprived of their offices” (Kuiper).   

b.  “Religious toleration was now granted to all Protestant Dissenters.  By the 
Toleration Act of 1689 freedom of worship was granted to those who were 
willing to:  (1) swear the oath of allegiance to William and Mary; (2) reject 
the jurisdiction of the pope, transubstantiation, the mass, the invocation of the 
Virgin and saints; and (3) subscribe to the doctrinal portions of the Thirty-
nine Articles.  Various denominations of Protestant Dissenters could exist 
freely and openly alongside the established and endowed Episcopal Church 
of England. The Dissenters – Presbyterians, Congregationalists, Baptists, and 
Quakers – formed about one-tenth of the population of England at this time” 
(Ibid.).   

c.  “The Toleration Act did not cover the Roman Catholics or those who denied 
the Trinity” (Ibid.).   

 
 
*Material taken primarily from:  R. B. Kuiper’s, The Church in History, pp. 249-257; and 
Earl Cairnes, Christianity Through the Centuries, pp. 335-341.   
 
**Bolded words in text indicate corresponding slide.   


