
“The Earthly Days of Jesus” 
(Micah 5:2, et al.) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  We’ve been looking at the Old Testament prophecies concerning the Messiah.   

1.  We’ve considered those having to do with His office of King and Prophet.   
a.  How He was to come and shine the light of God’s truth into this dark world – 

most importantly, the light of the Gospel – as a prophet.   
b.  After His resurrection, we saw how He was to be exalted as King over all the 

nations and to rule and reign until all His enemies are subdued under Him.   
 
2.  We’ve just begun looking at the passages that have to do with priestly work.   

a.  So far we’ve seen the incarnation and the Father’s promise that He would 
protect the Son throughout His earthly life, if He would trust in Him.   

b.  We have yet to see the prediction of His betrayal, His suffering, His 
crucifixion and His resurrection.   

 
B.  But I thought before we moved into those areas, it would be good for us to look at 

some of the other details of His life from the OT prophecies, what would happen 
between His birth and triumphal entry into Jerusalem.   
1.  Actually, we could begin in eternity, in the eternal counsels of God.  We have 

prophetic passages that deal with this.   
2.  Seeing who Messiah was going to be, what He was going to do, what was going 

to happen around Him and to Him from the OT Scripture, many years before it 
happened can strengthen our faith in God’s Word.   

3.  So let’s take a look at these passages, beginning with the reason for His coming.   
 

II.  Sermon.   
A.  The first thing we should look at is the account of the covenant between the Father 

and the Son recorded in Isaiah 53.   
1.  Isaiah 53 gives us the account of the suffering Servant, the One who was coming 

who would justify the many though His sufferings – His priestly work.   
2.  In verses 10-12, we have the basis for what is called the Covenant of Redemption, 

or the agreement between the Father and the Son, which forms the foundation of 
the Covenant of Grace.   
a.  We read, “But the Lord was pleased to crush Him, putting Him to grief; if He 

would render Himself as a guilt offering, He will see His offspring, He will 
prolong His days, and the good pleasure of the Lord will prosper in His hand.  
As a result of the anguish of His soul, He will see it and be satisfied; by His 
knowledge the Righteous One, My Servant, will justify the many, as He will 
bear their iniquities.  Therefore, I will allot Him a portion with the great, and 
He will divide the booty with the strong; because He poured out Himself to 
death, and was numbered with the transgressors; yet He Himself bore the sin of 
many, and interceded for the transgressors.”   

b.  This speaks of the work the Servant was to do:   
(i)  He would render Himself as a guilt offering.   
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(ii)  He would undergo anguish.   
(iii)  He would bear the iniquities of His people.   
(iv)  Pour out Himself to death.   
(v)  Be numbered with the transgressors.   
(vi)  Bear the sins of His people.   
(vii)  And intercede for those who broke His Father’s Law.   
 

c.  But it also tells us what He could expect to receive for doing so:   
(i)  He will see His offspring:  the elect.   
(ii)  He will prolong His days:  eternal life for Himself.   
(iii)  The good pleasure of the Lord will prosper in His hand:  His success.   
(iv)  He will justify the many:  Eternal life for His elect through the atonement.   
(v)  I will allot Him a portion with the great and He will divide the booty with 

the strong:  His exaltation and kingship.   
 

d.  This is the agreement between the Father and Son, and it forms the basis upon 
which the Covenant of Grace is made:  the Son pledges to do what is necessary 
to bring His people to heaven and the Father promises reward.   
(i)  What Christ does, of course, is obey God’s Law and atone for the sins of 

His people.   
(ii)  By doing this, and by earning the work of the Spirit to apply His work to 

His people and make them willing to trust in Him, He saves them.   
 

B.  But this involves many things.   
1.  He must come into the world:   

a.  He would be born of a virgin:  “Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a 
sign:  Behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a son, and she will call His 
name Immanuel” (Isaiah 7:14; cf. Matt. 1:23).   

b.  He would be born in the line of David:  “When your days are complete and 
you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your descendant after you, who 
will come forth from you, and I will establish his kingdom.  He shall build a 
house for My name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever” (2 
Sam. 7:12-13; cf. Matt. 1:1).   

c.  He would be born in Bethlehem:  “But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, too 
little to be among the clans of Judah, from you One will go forth for Me to be 
ruler in Israel.  His goings forth are from long ago, from the days of eternity” 
(Micah 5:2; cf. Matt. 2:1).   

d.  We saw a couple of weeks ago who this One would be:  “For a child will be 
born to us, a son will be given to us; and the government will rest on His 
shoulders; and His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, 
Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.  There will be no end to the increase of His 
government or of peace, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to 
establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness from then on and 
forevermore.  The zeal of the Lord of hosts will accomplish this” (Isaiah 9:6-
7).   

 
2.  But He would come into a hostile world:   
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a.  When He was born, Herod would want to kill Him.  So being warned by an 
angel, His parents would flee to Egypt:  “When Israel was a youth I loved him, 
and out of Egypt I called My son” (Hosea 11:1; cf. Matt. 2:15).   

b.  Herod would sent and kill all the male children two years and younger:  “Thus 
says the Lord, ‘A voice is heard in Ramah, lamentation and bitter weeping.  
Rachel is weeping for her children; she refuses to be comforted for her 
children, because they are no more” (Jer. 31:15; cf. Matt. 2:18).  Rachel died 
and was buried next to Bethlehem.  Here, she is crying for her children because 
they have been killed.   

c.  His parents would return from Egypt when they heard Herod was dead and 
settle in Nazareth:  “This was to fulfill what was spoken through the prophets:  
‘He shall be called a Nazarene’” (Matt. 2:23).  Hard to say what this means:  
could be that He would be held in contempt (John 1:46; Isa. 53:2-4).   

d.  When He was grown, just before His ministry began, the Lord would send 
someone to prepare His way, because the people were stiff necked and needed 
repentance:  “Behold, I am going to send My messenger, and he will clear the 
way before Me.  And the Lord, whom you seek, will suddenly come to His 
temple; and the messenger of the covenant, in whom you delight, behold, He is 
coming," says the Lord of hosts” (Mal. 3:1; cf. Matt. 11:10).  “A voice is 
calling, ‘Clear the way for the Lord in the wilderness; make smooth in the 
desert a highway for our God’” (Isa. 40:3; cf. Matt. 3:3).   

e.  The Father would be His trust and protect Him until His work was completed, 
as we saw last week:  “For He will give His angels charge concerning you, to 
guard you in all your ways.  They will bear you up in their hands, that you do 
not strike your foot against a stone” (Psalm 91:11-12; cf. Matt. 4:6).   

 
3.  He would come to shine the light of God’s truth into the dark world of sin.   

a.  He would settle in Capernaum:  “But there will be no more gloom for her who 
was in anguish; in earlier times He treated the land of Zebulun and the land of 
Naphtali with contempt, but later on He shall make it glorious, by the way of 
the sea, on the other side of Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles.  The people who 
walk in darkness will see a great light; those who live in a dark land, the light 
will shine on them” (Isa. 9:1-2; cf. Matt. 4:13-15).   

b.  He would be anointed with the Spirit to preach the Gospel:  “The Spirit of the 
Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me to bring good news to 
the afflicted; He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty 
to captives and freedom to prisoners; to proclaim the favorable year of the 
Lord” (Isa. 61:1-2; cf. Luke 4:18).  He read this in synagogue in Nazareth.   

c.  He would bring physical, but especially spiritual blessings to His people:  “The 
wilderness and the desert will be glad, and the Arabah will rejoice and 
blossom; like the crocus it will blossom profusely and rejoice with rejoicing 
and shout of joy.  The glory of Lebanon will be given to it, the majesty of 
Carmel and Sharon.  They will see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our 
God.  Encourage the exhausted, and strengthen the feeble.  Say to those with 
anxious heart, ‘Take courage, fear not.  Behold, your God will come with 
vengeance; the recompense of God will come, but He will save you.’  Then the 
eyes of the blind will be opened and the ears of the deaf will be unstopped.  
Then the lame will leap like a deer, and the tongue of the mute will shout for 
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joy.  For waters will break forth in the wilderness and streams in the Arabah.  
The scorched land will become a pool and the thirsty ground springs of water; 
in the haunt of jackals, its resting place, grass becomes reeds and rushes.  A 
highway will be there, a roadway, and it will be called the Highway of 
Holiness.  The unclean will not travel on it, but it will be for him who walks 
that way, and fools will not wander on it.  No lion will be there, nor will any 
vicious beast go up on it; these will not be found there.  But the redeemed will 
walk there, and the ransomed of the Lord will return and come with joyful 
shouting to Zion, with everlasting joy upon their heads.  They will find 
gladness and joy, and sorrow and sighing will flee away” (Isaiah 35:1-10).   

d.  His character would be such that He would be gentle to the weak and injured:  
“Behold, My Servant, whom I uphold; My chosen one in whom My soul 
delights.  I have put My Spirit upon Him; He will bring forth justice to the 
nations.  He will not cry out or raise His voice, nor make His voice heard in the 
street.  A bruised reed He will not break and a dimly burning wick He will not 
extinguish; He will faithfully bring forth justice” (Isa. 42:1-3; cf. Matt. 12:18-
21).   

e.  But to the proud and unrepentant, He would bring judgment:  He would hide 
His truth by which they might be saved:  “He said, ‘Go, and tell this people:  
“Keep on listening, but do not perceive; keep on looking, but do not 
understand.”  Render the hearts of this people insensitive, their ears dull, and 
their eyes dim, otherwise they might see with their eyes, hear with their ears, 
understand with their hearts, and return and be healed’” (Isa. 6:9-10; cf. Matt. 
13:14-15).  “I will open my mouth in a parable; I will utter dark sayings of old” 
(Psalm 78:2; Matt. 13:35).   

e.  His Father would send Him to a people who, for the most part, had fallen into a 
dead formalism:  “Then the Lord said, ‘Because this people draw near with 
their words and honor Me with their lip service, but they remove their hearts 
far from Me, and their reverence for Me consists of tradition learned by rote, 
therefore behold, I will once again deal marvelously with this people, 
wondrously marvelous; and the wisdom of their wise men will perish, and the 
discernment of their discerning men will be concealed’” (Isa. 29:13-14; cf. 
Matt. 15:8-9).   

f.  Is it any wonder then that when He shined the light of God’s truth on them, that 
they wanted to kill Him?  People don’t like to be reproved for their sins; they 
like to believe that they are better than they are.  But to come to Christ, they 
must be honest with themselves and with God.   

 
4.  Finally, He would enter Jerusalem to lay down His life:   

a.  He would come riding on a donkey to signify His purpose in coming:  to 
present Himself as King and as a sacrifice to ratify the covenant:  “Rejoice 
greatly, O daughter of Zion!  Shout in triumph, O daughter of Jerusalem!  
Behold, your king is coming to you; He is just and endowed with salvation, 
humble, and mounted on a donkey, even on a colt, the foal of a donkey” (Zech. 
9:9; cf. Matt. 21:5).   

b.  The people would praise Him as He entered:  They would cry out, “Blessed is 
the one who comes in the name of the Lord” (Psalm 118:26; cf. Matt. 21:9).   
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c.  He would come to His temple and throw the wicked out of it:  “‘And the Lord, 
whom you seek, will suddenly come to His temple; and the messenger of the 
covenant, in whom you delight, behold, He is coming,’ says the Lord of hosts” 
(Mal. 3:1; cf. Matt. 21:12).  “For My house will be called a house of prayer for 
all the peoples” (Isa. 56:7).  “‘Has this house, which is called by My name, 
become a den of robbers in your sight?  Behold, I, even I, have seen it,’ 
declares the Lord” (Jer. 7:11; cf. Matt. 21:16).  “For zeal for Your house has 
consumed me, and the reproaches of those who reproach You have fallen on 
me” (Psalm 69:9; cf. John 2:17).   

d.  Though He would offer Himself to them as their King, they would reject Him 
and kill Him:  “‘Awake, O sword, against My Shepherd, and against the man, 
My Associate,’ declares the Lord of hosts.  ‘Strike the Shepherd that the sheep 
may be scattered; and I will turn My hand against the little ones’” (Zech. 13:7; 
cf. Matt. 26:31).   

e.  But though He would be rejected by His people, His Father would accept His 
work and raise Him from the dead:  “The stone which the builders rejected has 
become the chief corner stone.   This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our 
eyes” (Psalm 118:22-23; cf. Matt. 21:42).   

 
5.  I want to end the story here and pick up next week with His betrayal.   
 

III.  Application.   
A.  Christ fulfilled the Scripture.   

1.  He was the promised Seed of the woman who would crush the head of the serpent 
and deliver His people (Gen. 3:15).   

2.  He was the Seed of Abraham through whom all the nations of the world would be 
blessed (Gen. 12:3).   

3.  He was the Son of David whose throne God would establish forever (2 Sa. 7:13).   
4.  He is the suffering Servant who suffered and died in our place (Isa. 53).   
5.  Christ was sent that we might have life.  He brought salvation through His death:  

He fulfilled the covenant of Grace.  Now there is life, through faith in His name.   
 

B.  The Lord shows us that He is true to His Word, which means He will fulfill all that 
He has said.   
1.  He is coming to bring judgment on the wicked (2 Tim. 4:1).   
2.  He is coming to bring us to heaven (1 Thes. 4:17).   
3.  Let us live in the light of these truths.   


