
 

“The Division of the Nations” 
(Genesis 11:1-9) 

 
 
 

 Have you ever wondered, maybe as a child or even as an adult, why there are so many 
nations, and why the people of each nation speak a different language, sometimes several 
languages?  As a child, I used to wonder as I would listen to someone speak German or Spanish.  
I also wondered if the animals in those different countries made different sounds than those in 
this country.  I never did find out the answer to the second question, but I did discover why it is 
that the people of every nation speak such different languages.  It was because of what happened 
at the tower of Babel.   
 Last week we were looking at what the Bible has to say about where the nations of the 
world came from:  from the three sons of Noah.  We also saw which nations came from each of 
the sons, and the blessings and curses which were fulfilled in each.  Our passage this evening 
backs up a little bit to zero-in on a very significant event that happened while the nations were 
coming from the loins of Noah’s sons, and that is how and why the nations were divided:  God 
divided them because of the harm that would come to His people if He didn’t.  He did it to 
continue the work of redemption.   
 Now verse one begins by telling us that the whole earth spoke the same language.  
Everyone who was alive at that time was descended from one man -- Noah --, so it shouldn’t 
surprise us that they used the same words.  It’s quite possible that the language they used was 
Hebrew, at least an earlier form of it.  Pastor Erickson, from the South San Francisco church, 
often asks our candidates what language we’ll be speaking in heaven.  The answer, he believes, 
is Hebrew.  It appears to be the language Adam and Eve spoke, and the language all the nations 
spoke until the time of the tower of Babel.  Why does he and others like him believe this?  First, 
it’s because Noah and his line don’t appear to have been involved in what happened at the tower 
of Babel.  If they weren’t, then their language was never changed.  It doesn’t appear to have 
changed before they were born, nor does it appear to change after them, and, as we’ll see, it’s 
through their line that Abraham eventually comes, a man who spoke the Hebrew language.  But 
second, they also believe this because of the names which Noah and his ancestors had.  They all 
appear to have had Hebrew names.  So it is possible that Hebrew was the original language that 
God gave to Adam and Eve in the garden.  Of course, whether God will have us all speak the 
same language He gave us at first is another question.  If He does, it could very likely be 
Hebrew.   
 All mankind spoke the same language, but they didn’t continue to do so.  Moses 
continues in verse 2, “And it came about as they journeyed east, that they found a plain in the 
land of Shinar and settled there.”  After the Flood, as we saw last week, the ark came to rest on 
Mount Ararat, which is in Armenia, in a mountain range on the northeast corner of the 
Mesopotamian Valley.  When the waters finally subsided, Noah and his family probably 
migrated into the valley, because of its rich farmland.  But as they continued to have more and 
more children, and their children had children, coupled with their long lifespan, things began to 
get crowded.  And so some of them, perhaps those who were not of the true faith, who had fallen 
into idolatry again after the Flood (remember, sin was still very much alive; it stowed away on 
the ark in the hearts of Noah and his family), these journeyed east, until they found a plain in the 
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land of Shinar, which is in the Mesopotamian Valley, a plain watered by the great Euphrates and 
Tigris Rivers.   
 When they arrived there, the first thing they set their minds to was to build a city and a 
great tower, to make a name for themselves and to ensure that they wouldn’t be scattered abroad 
across the whole earth (v. 4).  It may be that they knew the Lord wanted them to spread out so 
that they could more quickly fill the earth.  But they didn’t want to do this.  You know how the 
old saying goes, “United we stand, divided we fall.”  They wanted to stay together because there 
is strength in numbers, and so they worked on this city and tower together.  But since there 
weren’t any stone quarries in that area to provide the materials they needed to build, they built 
brick kilns and made bricks for stone.  And since they didn’t have any mortar, they used tar, 
which, when it dries, glues things together like cement.  Apparently, this is exactly what 
archeologists have found as they have searched the ancient ruins in the Mesopotamian Valley.   
 Now what exactly was the purpose of the tower?  Were they literally trying to build a 
stairway to heaven?  No.  They knew that would have been impossible.  The words “into 
heaven” from their use in other parts of Scripture most likely mean that they wanted to build a 
tall tower.  Some have suggested that they built the tower in case another flood came.  At least 
some of them could climb to the top and be safe, although it would be very few.  But most agree 
that what they were building was a temple, something called a Zigarat, for the purpose of 
worship.  They were erecting a false religion, a religion that would oppose the true religion.  This 
worship, along with the city, would bind them all together as one people and make it much less 
likely that they would be divided into several nations.  But this isn’t what the Lord wanted.   
 And so the Lord came down to see the city and tower.  Now it wasn’t that He needed to 
come down, as the Jehovah’s Witnesses say.  They believe He had to come down if He wanted to 
see what they were doing.  But the Bible says that God is everywhere at once.  He was just as 
much there as anywhere else.  He didn’t need to come down to know what they were doing, He 
was there all the time.  God did this either to make a statement about how much more high and 
exalted He was than this tower, or He did so as a righteous judge to examine the facts of their 
case before He passed judgment against them, as would have been done in a court of law.  After 
He came down, He admitted that the fact that they were all one people and one language made 
them very powerful, so powerful that if they decided to attack His people, they would swallow 
them up.  And so He, in the council of the Godhead, decided to divide them by changing their 
languages.  He said, “Come, let Us go down and there confuse their language, that they may not 
understand one another’s speech” (v. 7).  By means of a miracle, He changed the dictionaries 
that were in their minds, so that they no longer understood the words they once knew.  This 
frustrated their work and made it difficult, if not impossible to continue.  They may have also 
recognized this as God’s judgment, and so they gave up their work, and went their different 
directions, as we saw last week.  A man by the name of Du Bartas once wrote a poem about what 
he imagined might have happened at Babel.  He writes,  
 
“Bring me,” said one, “a trowel, quickly, quick!” 
One brings him up a hammer. “Hew this brick,” 
Another bids; and then they cleave a tree; 
“Make fast this rope,” and then they let it flee. 
One calls for planks, another mortar lacks; 
They bear the first a stone, the last an axe. 
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One would have spikes, and him a spade they give; 
Another asks a saw, and gets a sieve. 
Thus crossly crost, they prate and point in vain: 
What one hath made another mars again 
These masons then, seeing the storm arrived 
Of God’s just wrath, all weak and heart-deprived, 
Forsake their purpose, and, like frantic fools, 
Scatter their stuff and tumble down their tools. 
DU BARTAS. —  Babylon. 
 
How many languages did the Lord create?  We don’t really know.  Some say there were 72 
languages, one for each of the tribes listed in Genesis 10.  For others, it may have been less.  We 
know from the study of language that there are different parent languages from which many 
others developed.  This accounts for the similarities among some of the language groups, such as 
with Italian, Spanish, and Latin, which, although they are very similar, are different enough to 
make it very difficult for those who speak them to understand each other.  By one miracle, the 
Lord sent them throughout the world.  It was His will at this time that these people be scattered 
and populate the world.  But through a very similar miracle, He would begin to bring them all 
back together again.  After our Lord Jesus rose from the dead, before He ascended into heaven, 
He told His disciples to stay in Jerusalem and wait for the promised Comforter.  That Comforter 
came on the day of Pentecost, bringing the gift of several languages to the disciples as a sign that 
it was His will that the nations now begin to be gathered into one.  This appears to be what Christ 
was talking about when He told them to “Go . . . and make disciples of all the nations” (Matt. 
28:19).  We are now in the last days, the days in which the Lord is gathering together His people.  
Let’s continue to pray that the Lord would use us to reach out with the Gospel, because it is by 
this means that He will gather them.  Man did not evolve in different parts of the world and 
create many different languages, as some believe.  He came from one set of parents, and receive 
his language supernaturally from the Lord, as an act of His judgment.  What happened to the 
tower?  It is believed that Nebuchanezzar later restored and beautified this tower, and dedicated 
it to the worship of the sun.  Babel was actually the ancient name of Babylon.  It was called 
Babel in the first place, because this is where the Lord divided the nations.  Babel comes from 
the Hebrew word balal which means to confuse.  What began as a pagan temple, ended as a 
pagan temple, and along with all pagan worship which will one day be destroyed, it was 
destroyed.   
 But the important thing to see here is that God’s judgment on this city and tower belongs 
to His work of Redemption.  They were built in opposition to God, as a monument of pride, 
which is exactly the opposite of the humility the Lord desires.  But God did not allow it to stand, 
just as He will not allow any building to stand which stands in His way.  Babel is a symbol of the 
pride of man, and God says that He will bring down all pride.  If that tower had been completed, 
it would have kept all the enemies of God together as one large and powerful city, too powerful 
for the city of God, and it might have fought with it and overcome it.  Babylon has always been 
the enemy of God’s people, and as we see in the book of Revelation, it’s destruction is the 
symbol of the destruction of all His enemies.  God divided them so that His work of salvation 
could continue on, and He would be able to gather His elect together.   
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 But this division was also to further God’s work in another way.  God placed all of them 
around the land of Canaan.  Canaan was the best location of any place in the world for the 
spreading of the Gospel, and it was here that God placed His people and first brought His Gospel 
that He might reach all the nations.  The devil knew this, which is why he led many nations to 
the remotest parts of the world to get them out of its way.  He led some to America and others 
into the cold regions of the north.  How did they get there?  There used to be natural land bridges 
that connected the continents, probably during the ice age when a lot of water was frozen into 
glaciers.  They also knew how to build boats.  Satan tried to get the nations away from God’s 
light, but He couldn’t do so forever.  When Christ came, He bound the strong man.  Satan can no 
longer deceive the nations.  Now the Gospel is going forth, and one day it will encompass the 
earth.  The Lord will bring His kingdom, and nothing the enemy can do can stop it.  Let’s 
remember this as we go about to spread the Gospel at this time of the year.  We are on the Lord’s 
side, and we will surely succeed.  May the Lord encourage our hearts this evening with this truth.  
Amen.   


