
 

“The Devil’s Primary Tool” 
(John 8:43-47) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  This morning we were looking at fasting and the circumstances in which it 
is our duty to fast.  We saw from the Scriptures that one of those circumstances is when it 
appears that God is angry with us and is visiting His wrath on us, such as when Nehemiah 
fasted because of the desolation of Jerusalem, or when Joshua and the elders of Israel 
fasted because of their defeat at Ai, or when David fasted because of the affliction of his 
son by Bathsheba.  We also saw our duty to fast today and to seek the Lord, because of 
the judgment which God is bringing on our nation today for her sins of Sodomy and 
murder.   
  But one question we should be asking ourselves about this is, Why is our nation in 
the state that it is?  Why have things become as bad as they are?  This nation was founded 
by godly men, who set forth righteous laws.  There were even places in the early 
Colonies which had established their laws directly on the revelation of God’s will in 
Scripture.  But what has happened to this nation since?  Why have we fallen so far in our 
morality, so that now we are protecting the rights of the grossly immoral homosexuals, 
and the rights of women to go to doctor’s facilities to kill their babies?  Well, you might 
say that it’s because of the evil which is in the human heart.  It’s because of indwelling 
sin that all these things have happened.  Now certainly these things could not have 
happened if man’s heart was not full of sin.  If there was no sin, then no one would ever 
do anything wrong.  The fact that there are so many crimes committed each day serve to 
show us just how wicked man is.  He will go as far into sin as the restraints of our culture 
will let him.  The more the law slackens, the worse things get.  But I think that there is 
more involved here.  Man will usually only allow himself to go so far into sin as his sense 
of self-love or self-preservation will let him.  The only reason why man doesn’t go 
further than he does is because he loves himself too much.  But today, even the restraints 
of self-survival seem to be wearing off.  The homosexual community, for instance, 
knowing that their immoral practices will probably result in their contracting the 
incurable disease AIDS, still practice it.  Why is this?  I believe that it is the other major 
contributing factor to the demise of our society, the one which Jesus tells us about this 
evening in our passage.  I believe that it is due to the lies of the devil.  And this is what I 
want for us to consider this evening, that  
 
  The devil is a liar and the father of lies, and lying is the primary way in which he 
gets his work done.   
 
I.  First, notice how Jesus distinguishes Himself from the devil in this passage.   

A.  Jesus says in verse 45, “I speak the truth.”   
1.  All that Jesus says is good and right.   

a.  His words are the very words of God.   
b.  It is impossible that He should ever speak anything which was not true.   
 

2.  And we shouldn’t be surprised that this would be the case.   
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a.  Remember what Jesus said to Thomas, “I am the way, the truth and the life” 
(John 14:6).  The One who is truth incarnate can only speak the truth.   

b.  It is His nature to do so.  He is truth.  Everything in Him is true and is no lie.  
There is no variation or shifting shadow in Him (James 1:17).   

c.  Jesus even challenged His opponents, “Which one of you convicts Me of sin” 
(v. 46)?  He was asking them which one of them thought that they could 
accuse Him of doing something wrong and make the charge stick.  Jesus had 
never done anything wrong.  It was impossible for Him to sin, because He 
was divine as well as human.   

 
B.  But, on the other hand, the devil is a liar.   

1.  Jesus says, “He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the 
truth, because there is no truth in him.”   
a.  Lucifer’s fall, which turned him into the malicious and murderous being that 

he is, virtually happened within the first few days of his creation, just after 
the creation week was over.  This, I believe, is what Jesus means by saying 
that “He was a murderer from the beginning.”  It doesn’t mean that God 
created him as a murderer, but that he fell early on.   

b.  From that time Jesus says that he was not standing in the truth, and even 
today “There is no truth in him.”   

c.  The devil hates the truth.  He does everything he can to destroy it.  The only 
time he ever uses the truth is when he tries to tear it down.  He uses it as a 
cloak to hide his lies, so that he might cause the death and destruction of as 
many of God’s creatures as he can.  He would murder God if he could.  This 
is what he is like.   

 
2.  And because there is no truth in him, he is a liar.  It is his nature to deceive.  

Jesus says, “Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature; for he is a 
liar, and the father of lies.”   
a.  In the same way that Jesus cannot lie, because He is the truth, so also the 

devil cannot tell the truth, because by nature he is a liar.   
b.  He is the father of the lie.  It is a rather dubious honor to have given birth to 

the very first lie.   
(i)  Perhaps Jesus refers here to the lie the devil told the angels in heaven who 

followed him in his rebellion against the Father and His Son.   
(ii)  Perhaps He is referring to the lie which the devil told Eve in the garden, 

which caused her and Adam to fall into sin.   
(iii)  Or maybe Jesus is here referring to the fact that through his first lies, to 

the angels and to Eve, he also fathered all of the lies which have 
subsequently been told by the demons and men ever since.   

(iv)  Besides this, the devil and his demons are constantly seeking to deceive 
men further by telling them lies and giving them reasons to believe them.   

(iv)  However you look at it, the devil is the source of all lies.  He is the 
father of them all.   

 
II.  But now secondly, I want you to see how those who are Christ’s and those who 
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are the devil’s both reflect their same natures.   
A.  Jesus says, “He who is of God hears the words of God.”   

1.  This is to say that those who are born of God listen to the truth.   
2.  Remember, at the time of conversion, the Lord sends His Spirit into the hearts of 

His people, and He unites Himself with their souls.   
a.  This union of the Spirit with our souls brings about the change in our natures, 

called the new birth.  We become new creatures in Christ.  Not only are all of 
our sins washed away, not only do we have the perfect righteousness of 
Christ credited to our account, but our nature is also changed so that we 
become like Him.  Paul writes, “For whom He foreknew, He also predestined 
to become conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the first-born 
among many brethren” (Rom. 8:29).   

b.  And with this change in our nature also comes a love for the truth.  It does 
not make us perfect in the truth, nor will we become so in this life, but it 
causes us to strive for perfection.  It makes us want to put away all lies and to 
live in all the truth.   

 
B.  But, on the other hand, those who are of the devil listen to the lies of the devil.   

1.  Jesus says to the Pharisees, “You are of your father the devil, and you want to 
do the desires of your father.”   
a.  He is saying to them, in essence, that they share the same nature as the devil.  

Their father is the devil.   
b.  And because they share in his nature, they want to do the same things that he 

wants.  Their hearts are full of darkness and lies.   
 

2.  This is why they wouldn’t listen to the truth.   
a.  Jesus says to them, “Why do you not understand what I am saying?  It is 

because you cannot hear My Word” (v. 43).   
b.  Jesus didn’t mean by this that they needed hearing aids.  They could hear 

perfectly well.   
c.  He also didn’t mean they couldn’t comprehend what He was saying.  They 

could understand Him very well.   
d.  The problem was that they didn’t want to listen to it, because it was the truth.  

Jesus says in verse 45, “But because I speak the truth, you do not believe 
Me.”   

e.  And again, the conclusion which Jesus draws from this is, “For this reason 
you do not hear, because you are not of God” (v. 47).   

f.  If their hearts had been changed by God from its rebellious and sinful nature 
to one of grace, they would have willingly listened to Him.  Jesus said, “The 
one who is of God hears the words of God.”  But they would not listen to 
Him because they were not of God, they were of the devil.  In this state, Jesus 
said that they could not hear His Word.  They could not welcome it because 
their hearts were evil.  As long as their hearts are steeled in sin, they will not 
allow themselves to clearly see the truth or to believe it, because they hate it.  
They would rather remain deceived.   
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III.  Now let’s see how this applies to the present situation in our country.   
A.  By far the vast majority of our nation falls into the second category.  They are of 

the devil and will listen only to his words.   
1.  I would remind you what Jesus said in Matthew 7:14, “For the gate is small, and 

the way is narrow that leads to life, and few are those who find it,” and in Luke 
13:24, “Strive to enter by the narrow door; for many, I tell you, will seek to 
enter and will not be able.”   

2.  Very few of the people who have ever lived in this world will ever make it to 
heaven.   

3.  It is also very likely, in the present state of things, that a majority of the people 
today who profess to be Christians are not truly born again.   

4.  In other words, most people today are in darkness.  They are deceived by the 
devil and believing his lies.   
a.  Why else would you have so many today who are involved in 

homosexuality?  There are many within the church who tolerate it.  There are 
those who are in favor or ordaining them to the ministry.  There are even 
groups of them that  are establishing homosexual churches.  And they are 
doing this in spite of the fact that God specifically says that homosexuality is 
an abomination and that those who practice such things will not inherit the 
kingdom of God.   

b.  Why are there so many, even in the churches, who are going to the abortion 
clinics to have their children cut out of their wombs, even though God says it 
is murder?   

c.  Why are there so many who are involved in immorality, in fornication and 
adultery, in drunkenness, even within the church, even though God says that 
these will not inherit the kingdom either?   

d.  It is because they are deceived by the devil.  They have listened to his lies.   
e.  Now it’s not that they are being forced to listen to his deception.  They want 

to listen to it.  They want to believe it.  They hate the truth.  They don’t want 
their fun ruined by true morality.  They won’t listen to the words of God.  
They will only listen to that which will feed their lusts.   

f.  The devil is very busy spreading his false doctrines in our culture.   
(i)  He is the father of the sins which we have just seen.  He is the father of 

gnosticism, which teaches that only spirit is good, while all matter is evil, 
therefore it doesn’t matter how you use your material body.  Live it up!   

(ii)  He is the father of atheism, the doctrine that there is not God to fear, so 
you can live as you please.   

(iii)  He is the father of evolutionism, which give men more of an excuse not 
to believe in God and to use their own lusts as their guides.   

(iv)  He is the father of communism, that it is someone else’s fault that you 
are as poor as you are.  If those who were rich would just share the wealth 
with you, then everyone would be happy and could live together in a 
utopian situation.   

(v)  He is the father of Hedonism, which teaches that pleasure is the highest 
goal in life, rather than the glory of God.  This is also in a great measure 
affecting abortion and euthanasia.  If a child gets in the way of your fun, 
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kill it.  Or if suffering is the only thing you have to look forward to, you 
might as well kill yourself.  The devil is the one who has fathered all of 
these teachings.   

(vi)  Jesus says to those who are involved in such things, “You are of your 
father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father.”   

 
B.  But the devil, as I have already alluded to, is also actively involved in the church.   

1.  He sows the seeds of his doctrine there, as well as in the world.   
2.  And when I say that he is involved in the church, I don’t mean only the liberal 

churches.  He is involved in the Reformed churches as well as the Evangelical 
churches.  He is involved in this church.   
a.  Why is there division in the church?   
b.  Why are there different opinions on what the Bible teaches?   
c.  Why are there some who look at God’s holy law and see its beauty and 

divinity, but others who only see something horrible and to be despised?   
d.  Why are there some who are actively wanting to share their faith and be 

involved in promoting the work of God’s kingdom in the world, while others 
don’t want to get involved at all?   

e.  Some of it is due to Christian imperfection:  indwelling sin, as I said before.   
f.  But much of it is also due to the lies sown by the enemy.  The devil and his 

demons know that they will always find those they can deceive within the 
church, and will do all that they can to effectively neutralize God’s people, so 
that they won’t get out with the truth and do the work which Christ really 
calls them to.   

g.  Satan also has his people in the church.  Many of them even believe that they 
are saved.  But the fact is that they don’t love the truth.  They might know it, 
they might even believe that it is true, but they don’t love it.  They can’t love 
it, because their hearts are full of sin and void of grace.   

 
C.  Now because of the activity of the devil in society and in the church, I believe that 

the Lord exhorts us to two things.   
1.  First, let us examine our own hearts to make sure that we are receptive to the 

truth.   
a.  Granted sometimes we don’t receive God’s truth because we are just not 

convinced that the Bible says it.  Certainly, there are those who are 
Arminians because they believe that this is what the Bible teaches.  I still 
believe that the devil is the one who has sown this doctrine.  Paul didn’t 
preach it, and more importantly, neither did Jesus.  But as long as a person 
conscientiously holds that teaching because he believes the Bible teaches it, 
then he may be saved, but only if he is trusting in the Christ of Scripture and 
Him alone for his salvation.   

b.  But let us beware that we are not rejecting any doctrine that we know to be 
taught by the Bible.  Because of the sin which is still in us, there is always the 
possibility that some of God’s truth will hurt.  We don’t like to pluck out the 
eye or to cut off the hands or feet of sin.  But we know they must come off if 
we are to enter into life.  Don’t listen to the devil who will tell you that you 
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can have your sin, and the things of the world too, and still enter into heaven.  
It is a lie.  Read the truth.  Listen to the words of Jesus, not the devil.   

c.  And along these same lines, let us examine all that we do and believe by 
God’s Holy Word and ask for His strength to cultivate true beliefs and 
righteous practices.  All of us doubtlessly have areas in our lives which are 
affected by error.  The only way we will find them out is by reading the truth 
and applying it to our lives.  Pray that God would remove from your lives all 
of the devil’s lies, and would open your heart to the truth.   

 
2.  And secondly, let us do what we saw that we needed to do this morning:  let us 

fast and pray that the Lord would bring His light with such power in our society 
that it would dispel the lies of the devil and set free those who are in his power.   
a.  The battle does not lie in what we can see, but in what we cannot see.   
b.  “For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against 

the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual 
forces of wickedness in the heavenly places” (Eph. 6:12).   

c.  Therefore, the weapons of our warfare will not be physical, but spiritual.  
“For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh, for 
the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely powerful for the 
destruction of fortresses.  We are destroying speculations and every lofty 
thing raised up against the knowledge of God, and we are taking every 
thought captive to the obedience of Christ” (2 Cor. 10:3-5).   

d.  But we must pick them up and use them if we are going to gain the victory.   
e.  Don’t let the devil deceive you into thinking that it doesn’t matter what you 

do.  God’s truth tells you it does.  Put on your armor, therefore, and equip 
yourself for battle.  Pray at all times in the Spirit.  And fast, seeking that the 
Lord to bring His kingdom in power and glory in this world.  Amen.   


