
”The Demonstration of God’s Love” 
(Romans 5: 6-9 1 

”For at that time while we were still powerless, Christ yet died 
for the ungodly. For only rarely will one die for the righteous; 
and on behalf of a good man, perhaps one even dares to die. But 
God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were 
yet sinners, Christ died for us. Much more, therefore, having now 
been justified by His blood, we shall be saved through Him from the 
wrath of God” (Romans 5: 6-9). 

Introduction: Have you ever wondered why the church exists? Why 
there are buildings such as this in every city in our country? Why 
every week men, women and children go to church to worship God? 
Many of you here may have never been exposed to the Christian 
faith. Many of you may believe that you have, but have been given 
a false impression. The church of Christ on earth really exists 
for only one reason: and that is to give glory to God. How, you may 
ask, is God glorified? God is glorified when men and women recognize 
that they have sinned against God, respond to His message of 
salvation in faith and repentance, and begin to live a life devoted 
to bringing glory to Him on the earth. This message of salvation is 
what we call the Gospel, or the good news. It is the reason that you 
were invited here this morning, so that you might be able to hear it, 
and that by God’s grace, you might be able to respond to it. And the 
message is simply this, 

Though all men are sinners and under the just wrath of God, 
God did not choose to let all mankind perish in their sins, but 
provided a Redeemer that whoever would believe on Him would not 
perish in their sins, but have everlasting life. 

I. All Men Are Born Sinners, and Are Therefore under the Just 
Wrath of God. (This is the bad news). 
A. Everyone Who Has Ever Been Born, Except Christ, Was Born 

Dead in Sin. 
1.  You must see the human condition through the eyes of 

God’s Word before you will ever see the value of the 
gift of His Son. 
a. Why is there a principle of evil within us that 

causes us to do what we know is wrong? 
(il Why does every child who was ever born begin to 

do what is wrong, without any coaching from us? 

certain restrictions or prohibitions, rebel 
against them in our hearts? 

self-centeredness rather than living for the 
good of our neighbor? 

you feel a sense of conviction? 

instinctively know that you have violated? 

(iil Why is it that you and I, when we see 

(iiil Why do we all tend toward selfishness and 

(ivl And why is it when you do what is wrong, that 

(vl Where does the standard exist that you 
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b. And what is the reason for all of the evil on this 
planet? 
(il Why is there anger, malice, and hatred? 

(iil 

(iiil 

(ivl 

Why does one man reach out and strike another, 
taking what doesn't belong to him by force? 
Why has the order of nature been turned upside 
down with homosexuality and lesbianism. 
Why has our planet been racked with war, 
famine, and plague since the beginning of 
recorded history? 

c. The reason is because all men are born in sin. 
(il David, an OT king and prophet, wrote, "BEHOLD, 

I WAS BROUGHT FORTH IN INIQUITY, AND IN SIN MY 
MOTHER CONCEIVED ME" [Psalm 51: 51. 

reflecting on the human condition which arose 
from the sin of our father Adam. 

been born dead in sin. 
(a) "SO THEN AS THROUGH ONE TRANSGRESSION THERE 

RESULTED CONDEMNATION TO ALL MEN" [Rom. 
5: 18). 

(bl All come into the world condemned already. 
(cl We bear the guilt of Adam's sin for he 

represented us in the garden. 

(iil David's mother was not unfaithful, but was 

(iiil Since the fall of Adam and Eve, all men have 

2. Also, the sin that we inherit from Adam is rooted in our 
hearts, so that all the moral evil in this world issues 
from it. 
a. The Bible says, "WATCH OVER YOUR HEART WITH ALL 

DILIGENCE, FOR FROM IT FLOW THE SPRINGS OF LIFE" 
(Prov. 4: 23). 

b. And Jesus said, "THAT WHICH PROCEEDS OUT OF THE 
MAN, THAT IS WHAT DEFILES THE MAN. FOR FROM 
WITHIN, OUT OF THE HEART OF MAN, PROCEED THE EVIL 
THOUGHTS, FORNICATIONS, THEFTS, MURDERS, 
ADULTERIES, DEEDS OF COVETING AND WICKEDNESS, AS 
WELL AS DECEIT, SENSUALITY, ENVY, SLANDER, PRIDE 
AND FOOLISHNESS. ALL THESE EVIL THINGS PROCEED 
FROM WITHIN AND DEFILE THE MAN" (Mark 7: 20-23). 

c. This alone explains the universality of sin. 
d. All are affected by it; all are infected by it. 
e. And because of it, all of you were born spiritually 

dead to the things of God. 

B. And Because You Were All Born Dead in Sin, You Cannot Keep 
the Righteous Law of God. You do not have the ability. 
1.  You already heard the Law of God, which is summarized 

2. But do you realize that you never keep the law of God, 
in the Ten Commandments. 

not even for one moment? 
a. Can any one of you ever say that you have loved the 

Lord your God with all your heart, mind, soul, and 
strength even for one moment? 

b. Can any of you say that God has always been at the 
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c. 

C. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

g. 

h. 

i. 

very center of your affections, so that nothing has 
ever taken His rightful place as your greatest love? 
Can any of you say that you have never profaned 
God’s name be using it as a common swear word? 
that you have always kept His Sabbath day, the 
Lord’s Day perfectly holy? 
Have you always loved, honored, and shown respect 
to your father and mother, even if they were not 
deserving of it? 
Have you always loved your neighbors by never 
thinking ill of them, by protecting their life and 
their health, by keeping your thoughts morally pure 
concerning them and not making them an object of 
lust? by not taking what belongs to them or even 
desiring to do so in your hearts? by not lying to 
them or telling others lies concerning them? 
If you could really see what goes on in your hearts 
and face it, you would have to admit that you have 
broken the Law of God every day of your life. 
Even if you could somehow muster enough strength to 
keep one of God’s laws in your heart and actions 
for a moment, you would still be guilty of breaking 
it all. For the apostle James says, ”FOR WHOEVER 

HAS BECOME GUILTY OF ALL” (2: 10) .  
Those who are law-breakers are under the curse of 
God, ”FOR AS MANY AS ARE OF THE WORKS OF THE LAW ARE 
UNDER A CURSE; FOR IT IS WRITTEN, ’CURSED IS EVERYONE 
WHO DOES NOT ABIDE BY ALL THINGS WRITTEN IN THE BOOK 
OF THE LAW, TO PERFORM THEM’ ” (Gal. 3: 10) .  
So you were not only born in sin and worthy of 
God’s righteous judgment when you came into the 
world, but you have compounded your guilt by daily 
breaking His righteous and holy laws. Not to mention 
the fact that you daily fail to give Him thanks for 
all of His goodness towards you. 

Or 

KEEPS THE WHOLE LAW AND YET STUMBLES IN ONE POINT, HE 

But what elevates your guilt to the highest degree is that 
each time you break God’s Law, you offend One who is 
infinitely holy and in so doing bring infinite wrath upon 
yourself. 
1.  God is infinitely holy and even the slightest offense 

against Him is an infinite offense. 
a. You may think, ”How could God render such severe 

judgment upon all mankind for Adam’s one act of 
disobedience?” 
(il It seems such a small thing, to disobey God by 

eating something He said not to. 
Why was God so severe in His judgment of Adam? (iil 

b. A s  a matter of fact, your own sins seem so slight 
in your own eyes. Why would God send me to hell for 
something that I might easily overlook? 

holiness and perfection is without limit, whereas 
your’s is not. 

c. The difference between God and you is that His 
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(il God is infinitely offended by all sin. It is 
a limitless affront to His holy nature. 

your sins because you are sinful and polluted 
creatures. 

(iiil We often delight in our sins because of the 
sinfulness and hardness of our hearts, but God 
in His perfect holiness is infinitely 
appalled and repelled by it. 

(iil You are not touched with the seriousness of 

d. And the only just penalty for a sin committed 
against such a holy Being, must be limitless. 
(il The greatness of your offense is determined by 

the worth of the One you sinned against. 
(iil Only an unlimited punishment will suffice for 

a sin committed against One infinitely worthy. 
(iiil That is why hell exists. You could never 

satisfy the punishment due for your sins, 
and so your torment must be forever. 

2. And God has appointed a day when He will judge you and 
all men and will render to you what your deeds have 
earned. 
a. He will render a just and impartial judgment. 

(il The apostle Paul says, He ”WILL RENDER TO 
EVERY MAN ACCORDING TO HIS DEEDS: TO THOSE 
WHO BY PERSEVERANCE IN DOING GOOD SEEK FOR 
GLORY AND HONOR AND IMMORTALITY, ETERNAL LIFE; 
BUT TO THOSE WHO ARE SELFISHLY AMBITIOUS AND DO 
NOT OBEY THE TRUTH, BUT OBEY UNRIGHTEOUSNESS, 
WRATH AND INDIGNATION” [Rom. 2: 6-81. 
He will give you no more and no less than what 
your sins deserve. 

(iil 

b. And on that day His wrath will be poured out on all 
who have rebelled against His holy will. 
(il Again, the apostle Paul says, ”FOR AFTER ALL IT 

IS ONLY JUST FOR GOD TO REPAY WITH AFFLICTION 
THOSE WHO AFFLICT YOU, AND TO GIVE RELIEF TO YOU 
WHO ARE AFFLICTED AND TO US AS WELL WHEN THE 
LORD JESUS SHALL BE REVEALED FROM HEAVEN WITH 
HIS MIGHTY ANGELS IN FLAMING FIRE, DEALING OUT 
RETRIBUTION TO THOSE WHO DO NOT OBEY THE GOSPEL 
OF OUR LORD JESUS. AND THESE WILL PAY THE 
PENALTY OF ETERNAL DESTRUCTION, AWAY FROM THE 
PRESENCE OF THE LORD AND FROM THE GLORY OF HIS 
POWER, WHEN HE COMES TO BE GLORIFIED IN HIS 
SAINTS ON THAT DAY” (2 Thes. 6-10]. 

(iil There is a coming day of the righteous wrath 
of God, and that wrath will be poured out on you 
unless you give careful heed to the things that 
I will tell you next. 

11. But God Demonstrated His Love to the World, In That He Gave 
His Only Begotten Son to Die for Sinners. 
news) 

(This is the good 
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A. God’ s Love Is Displayed in Sending His Son to Die for 
Sinners. 
1.  Paul points out the amazing quality of God’s love by 

contrasting it with man’s. 
a. Among men it is scarcely ever heard that one would 

die for a righteous man. 
(il A righteous man is one who ”does all that the 

law or justice can demand of him.” ”The just 
man commands respect” [Hodge 137). 

die for one who was simply just [Hodge 137). 
(iil But it is hardly ever heard that someone would 

b. And for a good man someone might dare even to die. 

governed by love.” ”The good man calls forth 
affection. ” 
”Among men, it was never heard of that one died 
for a man simply just; the most that human 
nature could be expected to accomplish is, that 
one should die for his benefactor, or for the 
good man” (Hodge 137). 

(il A good man is one who is kind, ”one who is 

(iil 

2. But God’s love is displayed in the fact that He sent 
His Son to die for sinners. 
a. He did not send His Son to die for the just man, or 

even for the good man. 
(il The Bible says that there is no one righteous 

or good in God’s sight. 

NONE WHO UNDERSTANDS, THERE IS NONE WHO SEEKS 
FOR GOD; ALL HAVE TURNED ASIDE, TOGETHER THEY 
HAVE BECOME USELESS; THERE IS NONE WHO DOES 
GOOD, THERE IS NOT EVEN ONE” [Rom. 3: 10-12 1.  

( i i 1 ”THERE IS NONE RIGHTEOUS, NOT EVEN ONE; THERE IS 

b. But God sent His Son to die for sinners who deserved 
His wrath rather than His love (Hodge 138). 
(il Christ died for His people when they were 

powerless, they had no strength of their own 
to come to God. 
Christ died for them when they were dead in 
their sins. 
He died for those who were completely 
powerless to help themselves. 

(iil 

(iiil 

(ivl God’s love is infinitely condescending. 

B. Furthermore, God’s Love Is Not Fully Appreciated Until You 
Realize Who This One Is Who Died for Sinners. 
1.  Christ, the infinitely worthy Son of God, died for 

sinners. 
a. There can be no limit placed upon the worthiness of 

the Son of God. 
(il He is God in human flesh. 

(iil He is the second person of the Triune God who 
took upon Himself our nature. 

His work is without limit. 
(iiil And because He is the holy God, the value of 
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b. Our infinite crimes needed an infinite payment to 

You may only pay for your own sins, and even 
then you cannot possibly suffer enough. 
But because of the personal worth of the Son of 
God, He made a payment of infinite worth to 
satisfy the justice of the Father, so that 
forgiveness may be granted to those who believe. 

satisfy them. 
(il 

(iil 

2. That God gave His Son to die for sinners is the Gospel, 
the good news entrusted to the church to proclaim to 
those outside the church. 
a. The Gospel is that Christ does for you what you 

cannot do for yourselves. 
(il The Son of God took upon Himself a human nature 

by being born of a virgin, supernaturally 
conceived by the Holy Spirit in the womb of 
the virgin Mary, that He might do what man of 
himself was unable to do. 

(iil He became the representative of His people in 
the same way that Adam represented all of us in 
the garden. 

(iiil He lived a life in perfect conformity to God’s 
Law, that He might merit perfect righteousness 
for His people. 

Himself the wrath due, not to Him, but to them. 
(vl He died and was buried and continued under the 

power of death for three days. And on the 
third day He rose again from the dead. 

(viil He ascended up into heaven, where He is now 
seated at the right hand of the Father, the 
place of all honor and glory, and He is 
continually keeping His people in the grace of 
God, by interceding for them before the Father. 
And there He will remain until He comes again to 
put an end to all sin, to judge the living and 
the dead, and to bring in a world of everlasting 
righteousness. 

(ivl He was crucified on the cross, to take upon 

(viiil 

b. And when you come to Christ in faith and repentance, 
you are kept by the undeserved love of God for all 
time and eternity. 
(il Your sins, those breakings of God’s Law are 

forgiven you. 
(iil Christ’s perfect righteousness is credited to 

your account so that you stand before God in 
His perfection. 

(iiil God, as judge, declares you not guilty of all 
wrong-doing and declares you to have done all 
things well, only for Jesus’ sake. 

(ivl He adopts you into His family, and you become 
His child. 
By His Holy Spirit, whom He gives to you as a 
gift, you are made more and more each day like 

(vl 
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3 .  

His Son. 

in your life, He will bring to completion. 
You can never be lost. 
If the love of God was great enough to redeem 
those in sin, do you think that He will cast 
away those who have been reconciled to Him 
through His Son? 

(viii) And on the day of judgment, those who have 
trusted Christ will be openly acquitted of all 
their guilt and acknowledged as His own. 
This is the salvation which God offers to you in 
the Gospel. 

(vi) And God promises that the work that He begins 

(vii) 

(ix) 

But you have to realize that all that Christ has done 
will do you absolutely no good as long as you are outside 
of Christ. 
a. 
b. 

C. 
d. 

e. 

f. 

g. 
h. 

i. 

j. 

k. 

1. 

m. 

n. 

0. 

You must respond to the Gospel call this morning. 
You must come to Christ and trust in Him alone to 
save you. 
Your own righteousness is woefully inadequate. 
You cannot do anything to cleanse yourself from all 
the sin you have committed. 
The Bible says, ”THAT IF YOU CONFESS WITH YOUR MOUTH 

RAISED HIM FROM THE DEAD, YOU SHALL BE SAVED; FOR 
WITH THE HEART MAN BELIEVES, RESULTING IN 

RESULTING IN SALVATION” (Rom. 10: 9, 10) .  
At the same time you must repent of your sins, that 
is, turn away from all of your sinful ways. 
Flee to Christ as a refuge from the day of judgment. 
Embrace Him and all of His benefits and you will 
experience the abundant life that He came to give. 
And then thank Him for the mercy He has shown you. 
For the strength to come to Christ has not come 
from you, but from the giver of life. 
Endeavor to live according to His holy will out of 
thanksgiving for His mercy and grace, and in the 
gracious provision of the Holy Spirit. 
And join a Bible-believing church where you can be 
nurtured and strengthened by the means which God has 
entrusted to His church. 
BUT I MUST WARN YOU THAT STILL REFUSE TO ACKNOWLEDGE 
YOUR NEED OF CHRIST AND REFUSE TO COME TO HIM THAT 
YOU MIGHT HAVE LIFE. IF YOU PERSIST IN FOLLOWING 

LORDSHIP, YOU WILL SURELY PERISH IN YOUR SINS. 
And it is not within your power to change your own 
heart. You cannot change your own direction! ”CAN 
THE ETHIOPIAN CHANGE HIS SKIN OR THE LEOPARD HIS 
SPOTS? THEN YOU ALSO CAN DO GOOD WHO ARE ACCUSTOMED 
TO DO EVIL” (Jer. 13:23). 
I counsel you to call upon God for His mercy, to ask 
Him to do for you what you cannot do for yourself. 
Flee from the wrath to come and embrace the Lord 

JESUS AS LORD AND BELIEVE IN YOUR HEART THAT GOD 

RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND WITH THE MOUTH HE CONFESSES, 

YOUR OWN wIcmn COURSE AND WILL NOT YIELD TO GOD’S 
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Jesus Christ in whom are all the riches of God’s 
grace! 

said, ”THE ONE WHO COMES TO ME I WILL CERTAINLY NOT 
CAST OUT” (John 6:37). 

q. Do not rest easy for a moment as long as your life is 
in danger. Do not rest until you have been delivered 
from the coming wrath and have laid hold of that 
which is life indeed. 

EARS, LET HIM HEAR” (Matt. 13 :9 ) .  Give heed to His 
command to you today, and live! Amen! 

p .  Do not think that He will not receive you. Jesus 

r. Come to Christ and be saved! Jesus said, ”HE WHO HAS 


