
“The Deliverance of God” 
(Psalm 18:16-19) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  This morning we saw something of the wrath of God.   
a.  He is not merely a God of love, mercy, kindness, patience and forgiveness.   
b.  He is also a God of anger, wrath, justice and vengeance.   

(i)  Everyday His judgment is revealed:  just look at the Local, National and 
World News.   

(ii)  One day, His wrath will be consummated when Christ comes again to 
destroy His enemies.   

(iii)  Then those who believed that God could not send anyone to hell will be 
amazed and overwhelmed.   

 
2.  But we also saw that His wrath is kindled in answer to prayer.   

a.  David was in trouble.   
(i)  Powerful enemies had come against him.   
(ii)  It felt as though the grave had its grip on him.   
(iii)  He called out to the Lord, and He heard him.   
 

b.  In answer to his prayer, the Lord stirred up His wrath.   
(i)  He bowed the heavens, shook the mountains, and rained down lightening and 

hail upon David’s enemies.   
(ii)  He destroyed them in order to save His child.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  That is what God did to David’s enemies; but what did He do for David?   
a.  From heaven he reached down and took hold of him (v. 16).   

(i)  His enemies were coming against him like a flood (v. 4).   
(ii)  They were like a river overflowing its banks that threatened to sweep him 

away.   
(iii)  But the Lord reached down and drew him out of the water (v. 16).   
 

b.  Those who hated David were too strong for him to face, but not for the Lord.   
(i)  The Lord fought for David and delivered him (v. 17).   
(ii)  When they confronted him, the Lord was his support, so that he did not fall 

(v. 18).   
 

c.  The Lord removed him to a place of safety, away from his enemies.   
(i)  He brought him to a broad place, no longer constrained by those who hated 

him.   
(ii)  He rescued him from all danger (v. 19).   
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d.  And why did He do this for David?   
(i)  Because He delighted in him.   
(ii)  The Lord loves and takes pleasure in those who put their trust in Him.   

 
2.  This evening, let’s consider how this is also true for us as His children through Jesus 

Christ.  We’ll see two things:   
a.  The Lord is our strong champion who has rescued and continues to rescue us 

from those who are too strong for us.   
b.  The reason He does this is because He delights in us.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  The Lord is a strong champion who has rescued and continues to rescue us from those 
who are too strong for us.   
1.  Why does the Lord allow us to be attacked by those we can’t fight by ourselves?   

a.  If we could defeat them with our own strength, we wouldn’t need Him.   
b.  The Lord wants us to see how much we do need Him, to call on Him, to look to 

Him for our deliverances.   
c.  And then to give Him glory, honor, worship and praise when He does save us.   
d.  Has the Lord saved us from any strong enemies?  Yes!   

 
2.  The most obvious application of this principle is found in salvation itself.   

a.  We were born in the power of the evil one (Eph. 2:1-4).   
(i)  Adam handed us all over into his power.   
(ii)  We were born dead to things of the Lord.   
(iii)  We were guilty enough to be sentenced to everlasting fire.   

 
b.  The devil was like a strong man guarding us, so that no one would rescue us.   

(i)  He continued to tempt us, to blind us, to keep us bound in sin.   
(ii)  He had an ally in our natural blindness to the beauty of the Lord.   

 
c.  But One stronger than he fought with him and overcame him.   

(i)  Christ came to our rescue by becoming one of us.   
(ii)  He resisted the temptations of Satan in the wilderness, which Adam failed to 

do.   
(iii)  He obeyed His Father in spite of all the opposition the devil formed against 

Him, even among His own people.   
(iv)  He went to the cross and crushed the serpent’s head.   

 
d.  Christ defeated him through His ministry, and now He is now plundering the 

devil’s house, rescuing His children from the devil’s chains.   
(i)  Jesus said to the Pharisees when they accused Him of casting out demons by 

the power of the evil one, “If I by Beelzebul cast out demons, by whom do 
your sons cast them out?  For this reason they will be your judges.  But if I 
cast out demons by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God has come upon 
you.  Or how can anyone enter the strong man's house and carry off his 
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property, unless he first binds the strong man?  And then he will plunder his 
house” (Matt. 12:27-29).   

(ii)  Satan has been bound by Christ; he could not stop Him from taking us from 
him.   

(iii)  We couldn’t stop Christ either:  the Lord has changed our hearts so that we 
irresistibly are drawn to Him.   

(iv)  He has set our hearts free; He has loosened our chains.   
(v)  He set us in a broad place where our enemy can’t reach us.   
(vi)  He has saved us forever.   

 
3.  But this salvation is also being worked out at the present time.   

a.  He continues to fight against our enemies who are too strong for us:   
(i)  The devil.   

(a)  Who continues to tempt us to sin, to discouragement, to disappointment.   
(b)  Who accuses us of past sins, present, future.   
(c)  Who sends his demons to tempt us, to attack.   
(d)  Who uses men, to fight against us, criticize us, discourage us.   

(1)  How many times have you been attacked, slandered, criticized, 
tempted by others?   

(2)  There is someone working in them to do this, even in Christians.   
(3)  What did Jesus say to Peter when Peter told Him that He would never 

go to Jerusalem to be put to death?  He said, “Get behind Me, Satan!  
You are a stumbling block to Me; for you are not setting your mind on 
God’s interests, but man’s” (Matt. 16:23).   

(4)  How often do we do this to each other?   
 

(ii)  Satan finds an ally in our sins.   
(a)  When he comes to us, he finds something in us:  something like his own 

nature.   
(b)  And he uses that corruption against us, enticing it, provoking it, exposing 

us to our weaknesses, drawing our hearts after things that aren’t good for 
us, causing us to resent each other, even to resent God.   

(c)  Our corruption by itself would overcome us; how much more when it is 
set on fire by the devil?   

 
b.  But the Lord promised He would continue to fight for us until He has delivered 

us to a broad place.   
(i)  The work He begun, He will complete.   

(a)  Paul writes, “For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a 
good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus” (Phil. 1:6).   

(b)  In spite of our falls into sin, we will continue to advance.   
(c)  The Lord will use these things to further our sanctification.   
(d)  He will free us from our besetting sins.   
(e)  Jesus will present us to the Father blameless.   
(f)  We will inherit heaven, the eternal kingdom.   
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(ii)  All of our enemies will not stop Him:   
(a)  “For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 

principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor 
height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to separate us 
from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 8:38-39).   

(b)  He has saved us, is saving us, and will continue to save us until we reach 
the finish line.   

(c)  The Lord is our deliverer, our Savior.   
 
B.  The reason He preserves us is because He delights in us.  “He rescued me, because He 

delighted in me” (Psalm 18:19).   
1.  The Lord delighted in David; He delights in us; Why?   

a.  Not for any righteousness in David, considered in himself.   
b.  Not for any righteousness in us.   
c.  But only for the righteousness of Christ, imputed/given to us.   
d.  He loves us as His Son.   
e.  He delights in us for what He sees of His Son in us.   
f.  It’s only for Christ’s sake, not our own.   
g.  Don’t take pride in thinking that He finds you attractive in yourself; but clothed 

with Christ, you are beautiful in His eyes.   
 
2.  And He will not allow His enemies to take what is precious to Him.   

a.  The Lord will keep us as the apple of His eye.   
b.  He will guard us as His treasure.   
c.  He will not allow anything in heaven or earth to take us away from Him (Rom. 

8:38-39).   
d.  We are His people, His sons and daughters forever.   
e.  The fact that we love Him is our mark of ownership; because we love Him 

through the grace of Christ, we can know that He loves us:  “We love, because 
He first loved us” (1 John 4:19).   

f.  David writes, “Because he has loved Me, therefore I will deliver him; I will set 
him securely on high, because he has known My name.  He will call upon Me, 
and I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble; I will rescue him, and honor 
him.  With a long life I will satisfy him, and let him behold My salvation” (Psalm 
91:14-16).   

g.  Our response should be one of amazement:  The Lord loves me, delights in me?  
Yes, He does in Christ.   

h.  Remember this the next time Satan comes to you to accuse, criticize, even to 
point out the sins you really have committed.   

i.  There is no condemnation for those in Christ Jesus (Rom. 8:1), for those who 
have repented of their sins.  Nothing can take you away from Him.   

j.  When you were His enemy, the Father sent Him to die for you.  How much more 
will He keep you now that the blood of His Son has been shed for you?  (Rom. 
5:8-9).   

k.  Brethren, as we were reminded this morning, there is safety in Christ.  Let’s learn 
to trust in His love that makes us safe.  Amen.   


