
“The Crucifixion Draws Near” 
(Matthew 26:1-5) 

 
 
 

Our Lord has now finished telling His disciples all about His coming in judgment 
in A. D. 70 to bring retribution on His own people – on those of that generation who 
would not receive Him or His Father’s will for their lives – and He has finished telling 
them about His Second Coming, when He will come again in glory to gather His church 
to Himself and to bring judgment upon all the wicked.  Now He begins to turn their 
attention to what must take place next, before any of these things can happen:  His 
crucifixion.  He reminds them again how it is the Father’s plan that He be betrayed and 
die.  If you want to do anything worthwhile in life, you have to have a plan.  It’s almost 
impossible to hit your target if you don’t aim first.  How many times have you children, 
or adults, tried to put something together without first looking at the directions?  
Sometimes you can do it, but more often you can’t.  And when that happens, you need to 
take out the directions, so you can figure out where the parts go.  Well the Father had a 
plan.  It was the plan He had in His mind and on His heart from all eternity, a plan to save 
His people.  And it included not only Christ’s coming the second time to bring judgment, 
but also His crucifixion and death on the cross the first time.  This is what Jesus was 
aiming at.  This is what He was intending to carry out.  And this is now what He reminds 
His disciples of so that they can be ready when it comes.   

But this isn’t all that’s implied here.  Yes, Jesus wanted them to know that the 
crucifixion was about to take place, so they wouldn’t be devastated when it took place.  
But He also wanted to remind them again about what He was about to do for them in 
laying down His life for them.  Matthew also adds a little more information for us about 
how the crucifixion was going to take place.  So with this in mind, I would like for us to 
consider two things this morning from this text about the crucifixion:  1) First, that Jesus 
knew this was His Father’s plan and was willing to carry it out for Him and for us, and 2) 
second, that the way in which the Father was going to carry this out was through the 
leaders of His own people.  I would like for us to spend most of our time considering the 
first point, because I believe it will be more profitable for us as we prepare to come to the 
Lord’s Table this morning.   

First, Jesus knew that the crucifixion was a part of the Father’s plan and was 
willing to go through with it for Him and for us.  Now first, He tells His disciples that the 
crucifixion was near.  The Passover was only two days away.  It was on the evening of 
the Passover that He would be betrayed and on the next day that He would be mocked, 
scourged and crucified.  The Passover, as you know, was the very picture of our Lord’s 
death.  It was originally given to the Jews by God to remind them of how He passed over 
their houses when they were in Egypt and didn’t allow the angel of death to take the life 
of their first-born.  And why was it that He passed over them?  It was because of the 
blood of the Passover lamb, the blood which was put on the lintel and the doorposts, the 
blood that foreshadowed the blood of Christ.  Jesus was about to fulfill what the Passover 
meant through the sacrifice of Himself.  Surely, every time He celebrated this meal with 
His parents or with His disciples, He thought about when He would pour out His own 
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blood.  The time was now drawing near when it was actually going to take place.  His 
death was a part of His Father’s will, and He was willing to submit to it.   

Now when a person knows that death is near, he usually tries everything he can to 
avoid it.  But notice secondly that Jesus didn’t.  He didn’t do anything to prevent His 
death.  He willingly kept moving forward and gave up His life.  Now this doesn’t mean 
that Jesus wasn’t afraid.  I’m sure He was.  In just two days, after the Passover meal, 
when He will have instituted what we are celebrating this morning in the Lord’s Supper, 
the memorial of His death, He will go to the garden of Gethsemane and pray so earnestly 
that He will sweat, as it were, great drops of blood.  I’m sure that Jesus wasn’t looking 
forward to the pain of the beatings, or the jeering of the people, or the nails being driven 
through His hands and feet.  I’m very sure that He wasn’t looking forward to being made 
a curse for us and the object of His Father’s wrath against our sin.  His soul shrunk back 
from this.  He prayed, “Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me.”  He was 
afraid, as any of us would be if we had to face what He was about to face.  But that didn’t 
stop Him.  Why?  There were really two reasons:  1) The first was His love for His 
Father, and 2) the second was His love for us.  His love for His Father was so great, that 
Jesus was willing to do anything that was necessary to give Him honor.  He was willing 
to become a man and to live with sinful men for some thirty-three years.  He was willing 
to suffer patiently their wicked and unholy ways, when He was used to perfect love and 
holiness.  He was willing to be rejected, to be unjustly condemned and nailed to a cross, 
to have the guilt of our sins laid on Him, and to suffer His own Father’s wrath and die in 
our place, so that He might satisfy His Father’s justice.  Jesus was willing to do all this, 
because of His love for His Father.  But He was also willing to go through these things 
because of His love for us.  The author to the Hebrews tells us that Jesus, because of “the 
joy set before Him endured the cross” (12:2).  We are a part of that joy set before Him.  
The Father promised to give us as a reward to Jesus if He would lay down His life.  He 
promised to forgive us of our sins and to save us from hell, if He would bear our guilt.  
He promised to make us His body, His holy and spotless bride, whom one day He would 
marry and spend the rest of eternity with, if He would do the work that was necessary to 
save us.  When Jesus was faced with the terrors of the cross, He also had us on His heart, 
and He was willing to face all that torture and pain, and even to lay down His life, 
because of His love for us.  “Greater love has no one than this,” Jesus said, “that one lay 
down his life for his friends” (John 15:13).  Jesus laid down His life for us, which means 
that His love for us could not have been greater than it was.  Was Jesus afraid?  Yes, He 
was afraid.  He didn’t want to be crucified if it wasn’t necessary.  He prayed, “My Father, 
if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me” (Matt. 26:39).  But it wasn’t possible.  If we 
were to be saved, He had to go through with it.  And so because of His love for His 
Father and because of His love for us, He laid down His life.  The Passover was near 
when He was about to be crucified.  But this also meant that the desire of His heart was 
near:  His Father would be honored, and His bride would be saved, and so He pressed 
forward.   

Now let’s pause here for a moment and consider what kind of a difference this 
love should make in our lives.  If His love was so strong that He was willing to take the 
punishment meant for us upon Himself, and to suffer and die in our place, what should 
we be willing to do for Him?  How should His sacrifice affect us?  First, it should move 
us to love Him and His Father more.  Don’t forget that the Father is the One who loved us 
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so much that He sent His Son (John 3:16).  This was His plan, born out of His infinite 
love and compassion upon ruined sinners.  His love should move us to love Him with all 
our heart and mind and soul and strength, even as it did Christ.  But it should also move 
us to love Jesus more, because it was out of love and a desire to have us with Him 
through all eternity that He willingly gave His life.  But how can we show the Father and 
the Son more love?  We can do so in the way Jesus told us.  He said, “If you love Me, 
keep My commandments” (John 14:15).  When we honor God as our God, when we 
worship Him in the way He wants us to, when we reverence His name, and when we 
keep His Sabbath Day holy, then we are loving Him.   

But what else should we do?  Second, we should also love our neighbor as we 
love ourselves.  The love that Jesus showed for us should also move us to love others in 
the same way.  Now this is hard.  After all, people aren’t that loveable.  But why did 
Jesus lay down His life for us?  Was it because we were so loveable?  No.  The Bible 
says that none of us were.  Paul writes, “There is none who does good, there is not even 
one” (Rom. 3:12).  People who don’t do good are not loveable, but hateful in God’s eyes.  
And yet Jesus laid down His life for us.  He laid down His life while we were still His 
enemies (Rom. 5:10).  Should we then love only those who are perfectly loveable?  No.  
For one thing, there isn’t anyone like this around.  We wouldn’t have anyone to love.  
Instead our Lord tells us that we are to love people who are not loveable, who are not 
worthy in themselves to be loved.  This is what the Father did.  This is what Jesus did.  
This is what He wants us to do as well.  Jesus says, “But love your enemies, and do good, 
and lend, expecting nothing in return; and your reward will be great; and you will be sons 
of the Most High; for He Himself is kind to ungrateful and evil men” (Luke 6:35).  We 
are to love all men, even if it costs us dearly, even if it means we will have to suffer in 
doing it.  Our Lord calls us to be patient with one another and with all men (1 Thes. 
5:14).  But what is patience, except long-suffering, or the ability to suffer long.  We all do 
things that make each other suffer.  But the Lord tells us that our love for Him and for 
each other should be so strong that we should be willing to suffer in order to do the good 
He commands us to each other.  I hope that our Lord’s example of suffering for us this 
morning, will move us to do this for each other and for all men, especially as we see His 
suffering pictured for us again at His Table.   

The crucifixion was now drawing near.  This was the Father’s plan, and Jesus was 
willing to go through with it because of His love for His Father and for us.  But secondly, 
and briefly, the way by which the Father was going to bring the crucifixion about was 
through the leaders of His people.  Jesus was about to be betrayed.  He was about to be 
delivered up.  But obviously, it wasn’t going to happen through His friends, but through 
His enemies.  The chief priests and elders gathered together against Jesus in the court of 
the high priest, Caiaphas.  They formed a plan of their own to seize Him and kill Him.  
But they wanted to do it secretly, so that others wouldn’t see them and start a riot.  So it 
had to be after the festival, after the feast of Unleavened Bread, after the celebration of 
the Passover meal.  And that is exactly what they did, as we will see.   

Now this reminds us of several things.  First, it reminds us that although the Lord 
has those who love Him, there are also those who hate Him.  Second, it reminds us that 
those who hate Him, often hate Him enough to kill Him.  These men wanted to put Him 
to death, and would have done so immediately, if they could have.  This is the nature of 
sin – it is enmity against God.  Third, those who hate Him are often found even within 
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His church.  As I said, these men were the leaders of God’s covenant people.  And if they 
hate Jesus, you can be sure that they will hate you as well, if you love Him.  Fourth, even 
those who hate Jesus may still be concerned about appearances.  These leaders were 
afraid of what the people might think.  They were afraid for their positions and their lives.  
And so they were not willing to show what they were really like in public, but wanted to 
kill Jesus privately.  And last, the Father used the wickedness of these men to bring about 
the salvation of His people.  These men were nothing but hypocrites.  They didn’t love 
God, and they showed that they didn’t by hating His Son Jesus and delivering Him up to 
death.  But God used their hatred for His glory.  They became the instruments He used to 
offer up His Son, that we might have life.   

The Bible says that God is glorified both by the righteous and by the wicked.  He 
is glorified by showing His grace and mercy to some, and by withholding His grace and 
executing His judgment on others.  He even uses the wicked at times to do His work, as 
He did here.  He even uses them in our lives sometimes, to make us grow in grace.  But 
the important question I think we can ask ourselves this morning from this text as we 
prepare to come to His table is this:  Which group are we in?  Are we His friends, those 
for whom Jesus laid down His life?  Or are we His enemies, those who secretly hate Him 
and His people?  The table, you know, is only for the Lord’s children.  Are you His 
child?  Do you have a right to this table?  You do, if you love Him this morning.  You do 
if you love your neighbor, not perfectly, but genuinely.  These are the only two ways I 
know of that a person can know.  If these things are true of you, and you have confessed 
the Lord Jesus before God and man, then you may come to the table.  As a matter of fact, 
Jesus is waiting now to meet you here.  But if these things aren’t true of you, if you really 
don’t love God, if you really don’t love your neighbor, then you need to stay away.  This 
table isn’t for you, but the Gospel is.  You need first to repent of your sins and to turn to 
Christ in faith.  You need to have your heart changed by His gracious Spirit so that you 
can.  If this is where you are this morning, don’t come to the table, but come to Christ.  If 
you come to Him sincerely, He won’t turn you away.  He will receive you, because if you 
come to Him in faith, you are one of those for whom He laid down His life.  But for those 
of us who do love Him, let us now prepare our hearts to come to His table and meet Him 
there.  The table of the Lord is a table that was spread for us by His love.  Let us come 
and receive His love, as well as express our love to Him.   


