
”The Covenant of Grace” 
(1 Thessalonians 5:9-10) 

Introduction: Thus far in our evening sermons we have seen the 
Covenant of Works which God placed Adam under in Eden, the probation 
of Adam which was a part of it, the entrance of Satan into the Garden 
in order to bring that probation to a decisive climax, and Adam’s 
subsequent fall into sin and with him the entire human race, except 
for Christ. We have also seen the results of that sin which issued 
in death for all of Adam’s posterity. However, what we want to begin 
to look at tonight is the grace and mercy of God, in not leaving all 
of Adam’s race to perish in their sins. 

In 1 Thessalonians 4:13-5:11, we have Paul’s account of that 
climactic event in Redemptive History that is going to bring an end 
to human history. Paul is comforting the church lest they think that 
those who have fallen asleep in Christ before His return have 
perished. Paul says that the Lord is going to bring them with Him 
when He returns on that great day. At that time, those who are still 
alive when Christ comes, will be transformed and caught up together 
with those returning with Christ, and so ”WE SHALL ALWAYS BE WITH THE 
LORD.” Paul then goes on to tell them that they are not ignorant of 
the events that will transpire just prior to the Lord’s Coming, for 
they have been removed from the darkness and are living in the light 
of God’s holy kingdom. Paul then argues, ”BUT SINCE WE ARE OF THE 
DAY, LET US BE SOBER, HAVING PUT ON THE BREASTPLATE OF FAITH AND 
LOVE, AND AS A HELMET, THE HOPE OF SALVATION. FOR GOD HAS NOT 
DESTINED US FOR WRATH, BUT FOR OBTAINING SALVATION THROUGH OUR LORD 
JESUS CHRIST, WHO DIED FOR US, THAT WHETHER WE ARE AWAKE OR ASLEEP, 
WE MAY LIVE TOGETHER WITH HIM. THEREFORE ENCOURAGE ONE ANOTHER, AND 
BUILD UP ONE ANOTHER, JUST AS YOU ALSO ARE DOING.” 

But the question may be raised, ”Seeing that we are all Adam’s 
offspring and justly liable to God’s wrath, how is it that God can 
grant mercy to anyone in delivering them from His wrath?” This is 
the question that we will be exploring in the next few weeks. But 
what I want you to see this evening is this, that 

God did not leave all of Adam’s children to perish under the 
Covenant of Works, but infinitely condescended to make another 
Covenant, a gracious covenant, the Covenant of Grace. 

(First, I want you again to see briefly man’s dilemma, and 
secondly, God’s gracious remedy to that dilemma.) 

I. Man By Reason of His Breaking of the Covenant of Works Is Under 
Its Curse. 
A. All Men Are Under the Curse of the Covenant of Works 

Because of Their Union with Adam. 
1.  The Covenant of Works was a covenant in which man had 

the possibility of gaining eternal life by the keeping 
of God’s commandment. 
a. God’s relationship with the man that He created was 

b. In this covenant, life was promised to the man for his 
by way of a covenant. 

perfect and perpetual obedience to the command of God 
not to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil 
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c. If man had kept this covenant, then he would have 
been forever confirmed in his state of holiness and 
righteousness. 

d. He would have build the city of God through procreation 
and inhabited the earth and subdued it. 

e. When all had been born who were to be born, and the 
city had reached its completion, then God would have 
simply taken this great city into the eternal state. 

2. In this covenant, Adam stood as the federal head of the 
whole human race. 
a. Man was not put on probation individually as the 

angels were to see if they would obey God, but he 
was tested by representation. 
(il As you will recall, the angels were all put on 

probation at one time. 

and were confirmed in holiness, while the rest 
fell and became demons. 

(iil The elect angels remained faithful to Christ 

(iiil But they were tested individually. 
(ivl Man, on the other hand, was tested as a whole 

race in one man in the garden. 

b. The reason He tested the angels individually and man 
as a whole is that each angel is sui generis, that is, 
they are all one of a kind, while men are not. 
(il Angels do not procreate but are all of a 

different species. 
(iil Angels are all together at the same time, they 

do not descend from one another. 
(iiil Man, on the other hand, does procreate. 
(ivl All men are not together at the same time. And 

so it would have been impossible for all of them 
to be tested at one time, individually. 

stand at the head of his race, and represent 
all of His posterity, the man Adam. 

(vl Hence, God appointed one perfect man who would 

3.  And when Adam fell, the whole human race fell in him 
and with him in that sin. 
a. Adam, not being a private individual, that is, not 

standing for himself alone, brought down the whole 
human race in his fall. 

b. And now, every human being that is born in Adam’s line, 
has that sin immediately credited to his account and 
becomes guilty and corrupt at conception. 

that are Adam’s offspring, descending from him by 
ordinary generation. 

c. There are none who escape this imputation of sin 

B. All Men Are therefore Justly Liable to All God’s 
Punishments in this Life and that which Is to Come. 
1.  That sin of Adam resulted in judicial, spiritual and 

physical death. 
a. Judicially, man became liable to the sentence of 

condemnation in hell fire forever. 
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b. Spiritually, the moral image of God was effaced, 
that is it was erased, and man became totally 
disinclined and adverse to the things of God. 

seeds of death in his body, so that he became 
liable to old age and eventual death. 

c. And physically, the corruption of sin sowed the 

2. Adam’s sin also made all of mankind liable to all the 
punishments of this life. 
a. All adversity from outside the body was the result 

of this fall as well. 
b. Every imaginable sickness, disease, and devestation 

of nature came about from the Fall. 

3.  And lastly, Adam’s sin made all men liable to all the 
punishments of the world to come. 
a. There are not only punishments for sin in this 

life, but in that which is to come as well. 
b. Our text tells us that when Christ appears at the 

end of this age, then the wrath of God will be 
poured out. ”WHILE THEY ARE SAYING, PEACE AND 
SAFETY! THEN DESTRUCTION WILL COME UPON THEM 
SUDDENLY LIKE BIRTH PANGS UPON A WOMAN WITH CHILD; 
AND THEY SHALL NOT ESCAPE” ( 1  Thes. 5: 3 ) .  

c. 2 Thessalonians I: 6-10 says, ”FOR AFTER ALL IT IS 
ONLY JUST FOR Gon TO REPAY WITH AFFLICTION THOSE 
WHO AFFLICT YOU, AND TO GIVE RELIEF TO YOU WHO ARE 
AFFLICTED AND TO US AS WELL WHEN THE LORD JESUS 
SHALL BE REVEALED FROM HEAVEN WITH HIS MIGHTY 
ANGELS IN FLAMING FIRE, DEALING OUT RETRIBUTION TO 
THOSE WHO no NOT KNOW Gon AND TO THOSE WHO no NOT 
OBEY THE COSPEL OF OUR LORD JESUS. AND THESE WILL 

THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD AND THE GLORY OF HIS 
PAY THE PENALTY OF ETERNAL DESTRUCTION, AWAY FROM 

POWER, WHEN HE COMES TO BE GLORIFIED IN HIS SAINTS 
ON THAT DAY, AND TO BE MARVELED AT AMONG ALL WHO 
HAVE BELIEVED--FOR OUR TESTIMONY TO YOU WAS 
BELIEVED. ” 

C. The Broken Covenant of Works Accounts for God’s Justice in 
the Damnation of Sinners. 
1.  The Biblical picture of God’s sovereignty is not one of 

God arbitrarily sending some people to everlasting 
perdition, and arbitrarily saving others. 
a. Some believe that God creates some people to save 

and others to damn, and then engineers the rest of 
His plan to bring this about. 

b. But this is not how the Bible represents the matter. 

2. Rather, God, viewing the whole human race as fallen in 
Adam, chose to have mercy on some, delivering them from 
their sins, and not to have mercy on others, leaving 
them to the consequences of their sins. 
a. God does not owe His mercy to anyone. Mercy is 

that which by its nature cannot be owed, otherwise 
it is no longer mercy. 

b. God is not bound to show mercy to any, rather, as 
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the Scripture says, ”I WILL HAVE MERCY ON WHOM I 

I WILL HAVE COMPASSION” (Rom. 9: 15). 

He is not causing people to turn away from Him and 
reject Jesus Christ, rather those whom He punishes 
for their sins willingly reject Christ and will not 
come to Him that they might have life. 

WILL HAVE MERCY, AND I WILL HAVE COMPASSION ON WHOM 

c. God may justly punish men for their sins, because 

d. He is simply letting them go their own way and then 
paying them the wages which their sins have earned. 
”FOR THE WAGES OF SIN IS DEATH” (Rom. 6: 23). 

D. Furthermore, this Curse of the Covenant of Works Explains 
All the Evil that You and I Have to Face in this World. 
1.  It explains the evil within our own hearts. 

a. 

b. 

C. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

g. 

h. 

We are prone to think what is evil, to do what is 
evil, and to believe what is evil. 
Thomas Witherow, in his book The Apostolic Church: 
Which Is It?, compares our propensity to believe 
what is false to the weeds which grow in the field. 
Weeds require no cultivation and no special care, 
they just simply land in the soil, take root, and 
grow like crazy. 
The truth, on the other hand, is like the 
cultivated plant. It requires constant care and 
nurturing if it is to grow, or else it will die. 
Because of the wickedness of our hearts, false 
doctrine, beliefs, and practice grow there easily 
and many of us fall prey to it. 
We tend to believe what we like and to disbelieve 
what we find offensive. 
But teaching the correct doctrines, engendering 
correct beliefs, and cultivating godly behavior is an 
uphill battle. 
And oftentimes it is not accomplished because we 
would rather go along with our false beliefs and 
evil practices than to discipline our lives to 
conform to the truth of God. We would rather hear 
and believe pleasant things, than to live with the 
truth. 

2. And, of course, it explains the evil in the hearts of 
those we deal with in the world. 
a. If it is so in the heart of the Christian who has 

the grace of God, how much more so is it in the 
natural man who is far from the grace of God? 

b. The natural man is prone to all kinds of wickedness 
in his heart and his behavior. 

11. However, God Did Not Leave All to Perish Under The Curse of 
the Covenant of Works, But Chose to Deliver Some Through a 
Second Covenant, the Covenant of Grace. 

A .  Though All Men Were Debtors to the Justice of God, God, in 

God’s choice did not depend upon what He saw in any of 
His Mercy, Chose to Save Some. 
1.  



5 

His creatures. 
a. God’s choice was unconditional, that is it did not 

depend upon what He foreknew men would do. 
b. Rather, He determined before the foundation of the 

world to have mercy on some and to pass others by. 
c. Paul says to Timothy, ”WHO SAVED US, AND CALLED US 

WITH A HOLY CALLING, NOT ACCORDING TO OUR WORKS, 

WAS GRANTED US IN CHRIST JESUS FROM ALL ETERNITY” 
( 2  Tim. 1 : 9 ) .  

BUT ACCORDING TO HIS OWN PURPOSE AND GRACE WHICH 

2. He was not moved by what He foresaw in us, for He would 
only have seen sin in us apart from His grace, but He 
was motivated by His love and mercy to deliver His 
chosen ones from this danger. 
a. Paul says, ”BLESSED BE THE GOD AND FATHER OF OUR 

LORD JESUS CHRIST, WHO HAS BLESSED US WITH EVERY 
SPIRITUAL BLESSING IN THE HEAVENLY PLACES IN 
CHRIST, JUST AS HE CHOSE US IN HIM BEFORE THE 
FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD, THAT WE SHOULD BE HOLY AND 
BLAMELESS BEFORE HIM. IN LOVE HE PREDESTINED US TO 
ADOPTION AS SONS THROUGH JESUS CHRIST TO HIMSELF, 
ACCORDING TO THE KIND INTENTION OF HIS WILL, TO THE 
PRAISE OF THE GLORY OF HIS GRACE WHICH HE FREELY 
BESTOWED UPON US IN THE BELOVED” (Eph. 1:  3-6). 

b. It was not that He foresaw that we would be holy and 
blameless, but He predestined us to be holy and 
blameless, and this He did according to His 
immeasurable kindness and love. 

B.  The Means by which God Granted Grace to His People Was By 
Way of a Second Covenant. 
1.  As I said earlier, all that God does in His dealing 

with men, He does by way of Covenant. 
2. In this second Covenant, salvation is secured for His 

people, not by their works, but by the work of the 
Covenant Mediator. 
a. In the first covenant, the Covenant of Works, man 

had a representative, the first Adam. And all that 
we were to receive by that covenant was based upon 
his performance. 

b. In the second covenant, the Covenant of Grace, 
God’s people have a representative, One who 
represents them in the same way that Adam 
represented his people. And everything that those 
in this covenant receive, they receive on the basis 
of His work, not on their own. 
(il There is no covenant made by God whereby a man 

might earn his own salvation. 
(iil Eternal life was possible for an unfallen Adam 

to achieve, but it has never been possible for 
someone beyond the Fall to achieve life by that 
covenant. 
Not only is man incapable of performing 
perfectly according to God’s holy standards, 

(iiil 
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but he is already laboring under a tremendous 
weight of guilt in Adam that he can never 
overcome. 
No one can keep the Law of God even for one 
moment, let alone for their whole lifetime. 

(vl The Bible declares, ”FOR AS MANY AS ARE OF THE 
WORKS OF THE LAW ARE UNDER A CURSE; FOR IT IS 
WRITTEN, ’CURSED IS EVERYONE WHO DOES NOT 
ABIDE BY ALL THINGS WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF THE 
LAW, TO PERFOW THE”’ [Gal. 3: 101. 

(iv) 

3 .  But through the work of the Mediator of the Covenant of 
Grace, everything which man could not have by that first 
covenant, is freely given to God’s elect in the second. 

a. 

b. 

C. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

g. 

h. 

i. 

j. 

Eternal life, an imperishable inheritance, God’s 
love and care both in this world and the one to 
come, all of these things are given to us through 
the work of Christ. 
But not only are all these things given to us in 
this glorious covenant, but the Spirit of God is 
also given to us to make us willing to come to 
Christ that we might receive what was promised. 
The only reason that you or I or anyone becomes a 
partaker of the Gospel, is because of God’s mercy given 
to us in Christ before the foundation of the world. 
In time, the Spirit of Christ works through the 
preaching of the Word to bring His people to faith 
and repentance. 
And if you are trusting in Christ tonight, and have 
turned from your sins, it is because God has 
graciously included you in this covenant. 
This gracious gift of spiritual life, and the 
working of the Spirit in bringing it, was all 
purchased by Christ in the Covenant of Grace. 
And if you are not a believer in Christ here this 
evening, you cannot blame God for you unbelief, for 
you are the one who is not believing. You don’t 
need to know if your name is included in that 
covenant, all you need to do is repent and believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ. 
If you do, you will be saved, but if you refuse to 
do so, you will continue in your lost condition and 
receive what you have earned. 
But you cannot, under any circumstances, blame God 
for your unwillingness to come. Christ says to you 
this evening, ”COME TO ME, ALL WHO ARE WEARY AND 
HEAVY-LADEN, AND I WILL GIVE YOU REST” (Matt. 
11 :28 ) .  Come to Christ and find rest! 
In the following weeks we will look at the eternal 
origin of this covenant, who the parties are that 
are in the Covenant of Grace, what the gracious 
gifts are that are given in this covenant, and how 
it was administered throughout the Old and New 
Testament times. Let us pray. 


