
"The Covenant of Creation" 
(Genesis 2:15-17) 

Introduction: We have been looking in our Sunday evening services 
at God's work of creation, His establishment of the covenant of 
marriage, and the institution of the Sabbath day to be one day in 
seven to be kept holy unto Him. Tonight we will want to look at 
the special relationship which God established with Adam, and in 
him, with the entire human race, at the creation. 

cultivate it and to guard it. His cultivation of the garden was 
the beginning of his work of subduing the earth, making the 
creation yield its fruitfulness to the labor of man for the glory 
of God. Work was not a part of the curse, rather, the resistance 
of the creation to yield to the labor of man was. But besides this 
objective of cultivation, God also gave to the man another 
responsibility, that of guarding the garden against any intruders. 
The Garden was the sanctuary of God. In the midst of the garden 
was God's holy mountain, upon which was His holy presence. Adam 
was to repel any intruders that would come into the garden. But 
God also entered into a covenant with man, a covenant of works. 
Man, by this covenant, would have been able to confirm himself in 
everlasting life if he had been faithful to it. But man failed to 
do so when he was tested at the tree of testing, and so fell from 
his state of innocency, and in him, the entire the human race. And 
what I want you to see in this text this evening is, 

After God had created the man, He placed him in the garden to 

God graciously entered into a Covenant of works with Adam, 
as the representative head of mankind, whereby he was promised 
life for obedience and death for disobedience. 

I. God Placed Adam in the Garden of Eden Under a Covenant of Works 
as the Representative Head of the Human Race. 
A. After God Had Created the Man, He Placed Him in the Garden 

to Cultivate it and to Guard It. 
1.  Man was to subdue the earth to the glory of God. 

a. We have seen that God gave the man the command to 
"BE FRUITFUL ANn MULTIPLY, ANn FILL THE EARTH, ANn 

OVER THE BIRDS OF THE SKY, ANn OVER EVERY LIVING 
SUBDUE IT; AND RULE OVER THE FISH OF THE SEA AND 

THING THAT MOVES ON THE EARTH" (v. 28). 

capabilities he would need to bring all of creation 
to its God-ordained usefulness. 

b. Man was given the power to procreate and the 

2. But he was also to guard the sanctuary of God. 
a. Scripture says that God's holy mountain was in the 

midst of the garden. 
ti) Ezekiel takes up a lament over the king of 

Tyre in chapter 28, but it becomes apparent 
that it is directed to the spiritual force 
which was behind his activity, "SON OF MAN, 
TAKE UP A LAMENTATION OVER THE KING OF TYRE, 
AND SAY TO HIM, 'THUS SAYS THE LORD GOD, "YOU 



2 

tii) 

tiii) 

b. This 
ho 1 Y 

HAD THE SEAL OF PERFECTION, FULL OF WISDOM AND 
PERFECT IN BEAUTY. YOU WERE IN EDEN, THE 
GARDEN OF GOD; EVERY PRECIOUS STONE WAS YOUR 
COVERING: THE RUBY, THE TOPAZ, AND THE 
DIAMOND; THE BERYL, THE ONYX, AND THE JASPER; 
THE LAPIS LAZULI, THE TURQUOISE, AND THE 
EMERALD; AND THE GOLD, THE WORJSMANSHIP OF YOUR 
SETTINGS AND SOCKETS, WAS IN YOU. ON THE DAY 
THAT YOU WERE CREATED THEY WERE PREPARED. YOU 
WERE THE ANOINTED CHERUB WHO COVERS, AND I 
PLACED YOU THERE. YOU WERE ON THE HOLY 
MOUNTAIN OF GOD; YOU WALKED IN THE MIDST OF 
THE STONES OF FIRE” (Ezek. 28: 12-14). 
Here the Scripture says that Lucifer, the 
anointed Cherub was in the garden of God, on 
the holy mountain. 
This mountain was in the midst of the garden, 
and God dwelt there. 

garden was the sanctuary of God; it was the 
place of His presence. 

c. And Adam was given- the charge to guard its holiness 
and to repel any intruders who would break into the 
presence of God. 
ti) The Hebrew word 3G here translated ”guard,” 

is often used to refer to those who guard the 
sanctuary of God, for there God placed His 
name, and there His holy presence dwelt. 

tii) Eden too was the holy sanctuary of God and 
Adam was to guard the holiness of God against 
any intrusion. 

+R 

B. God Also Placed the Man Under a Covenant of Works Whereby He 
Might Be Able to Merit Everlasting Life for Himself and His 
Posterity. 
1.  God established a covenant with Adam which promised 

life for its successful completion. 
a. A covenant is a sovereign arrangement by God whereby He 

enters into relationship with His creatures. 
b. The arrangement of God with Adam in the garden has 

all of the elements of a covenant. 
ti) There were two parties involved: God and His 

dependent creature, man. 
(a) The natural relationship between the two 

was that between the Creator and His 
creature. 

tb) It was the relationship of the Potter to 
the clay. 

tc) And yet the distance between them was 
infinitely greater than that of a potter 
to his clay. 
Man by nature owned to God absolute 
obedience, and if he were to do 
everything which was required of him, he 
would have only done what was his duty. 
Man could never have had any relationship 

td) 

(el 
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with God except by a voluntary 
condescension on His part. 
And this God was pleased to do by way of 
a covenant, whereby man would be able to 
better his condition in the way of 
obedience. 

tg) So God entered into a legal compact, or 
relationship, with man and added some new 
elements . 

tf) 

tii) He temporarily put man on probation in order 
to determine whether he would subject himself 
unreservedly to God’s will or not. 

GARDEN YOU MAY EAT FREELY; BUT FROM THE TREE 
OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL YOU SHALL 
NOT EAT, FOR IN THE DAY THAT YOU EAT FROM IT 
YOU SHALL SURELY DIE” (Gen. 2: 16-17). 

tiii) He gave man a condition, ”FROM ANY TREE OF 

He gave man a test of pure obedience. There is 
nothing to suggest that the tree was any 
different than the other trees of the garden, 
except that God said not to eat from that one. 
Man’s future happiness hung upon that one 
command because it was a probation. 
Even the name of the tree suggests that 
it was a test. 
Man had the moral law written on his 
heart, and he could determine what was 
right on the basis of this. 
But the command not to eat of the tree 
was a test of pure obedience, because the 
only thing that made eating of the tree 
wrong was that God had forbidden it. 
The great question was whether man would 
obey God implicitly or follow the 
guidance of his own judgment. 

tiv) Furthermore, He gave him a promise of eternal life. 
The promise of eternal life was not 
explicit, but implicit, that is, it is 
inferred from the situation and other 
parts of Scripture. 
First, if Adam had not sinned, then he 
would not have died. But the life promised 
was greater than the life which he already 
possessed, it was life raised to the 
highest degree. 
In the garden was the tree of life, which 
is symbolic of everlasting life, ”THEN 
THE LORD GOD SAID, ’BEHOLD, THE MAN HAS 
BECOME LIKE ONE OF US, KNOWING GOOD AND 
EVIL; AND NOW, LEST HE STRETCH OUT HIS 
HAND, AND TAKE ALSO FROM THE TREE OF 
LIFE, AND EAT, AND LIVE FOREVER” (Gen. 
3:22). The tree symbolized eternal life. 
We read in Revelation 22:14, ”BLESSED ARE 
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THOSE WHO WASH THEIR ROBES, THAT THEY MIGHT 
HAVE THE RIGHT TO THE TREE OF LIFE, AND MAY 
ENTER BY THE GATES INTO THE CITY.” 
The tree of life symbolized the 
everlasting life which Adam would have 
received if he had passed the probation. 
Also the analogy which is drawn between 
the first Adam and the second Adam in 
Scripture points to a promise of life. 
The first Adam failed to bring in this 
life, but the second Adam succeeded in 
passing his probation and brought in 
everlasting life. 

tv) Furthermore, there was a penalty threatened 
for disobedience, which was death. 

tvi) And there was a sacrament, which was this tree 
of life, which was a sign and seal of the gift 
of eternal life. 

tvii) After the Fall, cherubim were stationed at the 
entrance of the garden to keep Adam and Eve from 
partaking of this sacrament. Now that they were no 
longer holy, but profane, they could not dwell in 
the presence of God, nor would they be able to 
partake of the sacramental tree, which would bring 
greater condemnation upon them, just as unworthy 
partaking of the Lord’s Supper would issue in the 
same result today. 

covenant . 
tviii) This arrangement, between God and man, was a 

c. It is even called a covenant in Scripture. 
ti) Hosea the prophet, writes, ”WHAT SHALL I DO 

WITH YOU, 0 EPHRAIM? WHAT SHALL I DO WITH 
YOU, 0 JUDAH? FOR YOUR LOYALTY IS LIKE A 
MORNING CLOUD, AND LIKE THE DEW WHICH GOES 
AWAY EARLY. THEREFORE I HAVE HEWN THEM IN 
PIECES BY THE PROPHETS; I HAVE SLAIN THEM BY 
THE WORDS OF MY MOUTH; AND THE JUDGMENTS ON 
YOU ARE LIKE THE LIGHT THAT GOES FORTH. FOR I 
DELIGHT IN LOYALTY RATHER THAN SACRIFICE, AND 
IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD RATHER THAN BURNT 
OFFERINGS. BUT LIKE ADAM THEY HAVE 
TRANSGRESSED THE COVENANT; THERE THEY HAVE 
DEALT TREACHEROUSLY AGAINST ME” (Hos. 6: 4-7 1. 
Ephraim and Judah were forsaking the Lord, 
having no more steadfastness than the clouds 
or the dew which vanish when it is fully day. 

tiii) And here, they are compared to Adam, in that 
they have transgressed their covenant as Adam 
did his, thus saying that Adam was under a 
covenantal administration. 

tii) 

2. In this covenant arrangement, Adam represented not only 
himself, but all of mankind. 
a. Adam clearly stood as the head of the whole human race. 
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tii) 

tiii) 

t iv) 

tV) 

tvi 1 

It took place prior to the birth of any of his 
offspring, for this was not to be a testing of 
individuals, but for the whole race at once. 
It is further clear from the parallel relationship 
which the first Adam sustained to the Second. 
Both represented a specific group of 
individuals, both stood as the representative 
heads of their people. 
”SO THEN AS THROUGH ONE TRANSGRESSION THERE 
RESULTED CONDEMNATION TO ALL MEN, EVEN SO 
THOUGH ONE ACT OF RIGHTEOUSNESS THERE RESULTED 
JUSTIFICATION OF LIFE TO ALL MEN” (Rom. 5: 18). 
”FOR AS IN ADAM ALL DIE, SO ALSO IN CHRIST ALL 
SHALL BE MADE ALIVE” (1 Cor. 15:22). 
Adam represented the whole human race in his 
probation, and the Second Adam represented His 
people in His. 

b. Had Adam succeeded, he would have built the city of God. 
ti) He would have been confirmed in righteousness, 

along with all of his posterity. 
tii) There would have been no sin and no death. 

tiii) Adam would have built the city of God, the 
whole of God’s people, by procreation. 

tiv) All who came into the world would have been 
the Lord’s people. 

c. But if he failed, he would plunge the whole human 
race into everlasting ruin, leaving the building of 
this city in the hands of the Adam who was to come. 

11. His Failure in this Covenant Resulted in the Just Sentence of 
Death Upon Himself and All of His Posterity. 
A. Adam Failed His Probation When He Was Tempted by the 

Tempter and Fell. 
1.  Another feature of the probation was God’s allowing 

Satan to enter the garden to subject the man to a 
direct solicitation to sin. 
a. Scripture testifies to the fact that Satan was the 

serpent, ”AND THE GREAT DRAGON WAS THROWN DOWN, THE 
SERPENT OF OLD WHO IS CALLED THE DEVIL AND SATAN, 
WHO DECEIVES THE WHOLE WORLD; HE WAS THROWN DOWN TO 
THE EARTH, AND HIS ANGELS WERE THROWN DOWN WITH 
HIM” (Rev. 12:9). 

b. This is also brought out in the curse which was 
pronounced upon the serpent, ”AND I WILL PUT ENMITY 
BETWEEN YOU AND THE WOMAN, AND BETWEEN YOUR SEED 
AND HER SEED; HE SHALL BRUISE YOU ON THE HEAD, AND 
YOU SHALL BRUISE HIM ON THE HEEL” (Gen. 3: 15). 

c. God allowed Satan to enter the garden to bring the 
test to a climax. This probation was not to 
continue indefinitely. 
ti) The angels had a definite period of probation. 

tii) Christ was tempted for a period of forty days, 
which was also a probation, that of the Second 
Adam. 
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tiii) Adam’s probation also had a definite 
commencement and a definite end. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

At the tree of testing, the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil, man was compelled to make a judicial 
decision between good and evil. 
Man, as the guardian of the sanctuary of God, was 
called upon to enforce the demands of God’s exclusive 
holiness and repel the unholy intruder. 
The name of the tree did not refer to something that 
man would acquire, but to something that he must do, he 
must pronounce judgment in favor of the good. 
In doing what God commanded, man would advance in his 
judicial likeness to the Lord of glory. It would 
advance man’s being in the Imago Dei. 
At this tree it was to be determined whether man, by 
fighting faithfully the Lord’s battle against Satan, 
should receive the divine approbation and the grant of 
the kingdom (Kline Kingdom Prologue 65-67). 
However, Satan reversed the command of God, saying to 
the woman that she would be like God if she ate of the 
tree by convincing her that she would obtain knowledge. 
Man did obtain more of the judicial likeness of God, 
however, by rendering a decision, even though it was 
false. Didn’t God Himself say, ”BEHOLD, THE MAN HAS 
BECOME LIKE ONE OF US, KNOWING GOOD AND EVIL” (Gen. 
3:22) (Kline 67, 78). 
But by their judgment they had determined that God was 
evil and that Satan was good, and they followed him. 
No sooner did they do so, than their fallen conscience 
delivered a judgment against themselves, and they felt 
shame at their nakedness, when before they had not. 
Now there was disruption in their marriage covenant, 
and they felt shame at their nakedness when before 
there was perfect harmony and no shamefulness. 
And so man lost his original state of relative 
perfection, and fell into sin. 

B .  The Result Was that the Whole Human Race Died in Adam. 
1.  Adam, representing all of humanity, brought death upon 

himself and all of his posterity, ”THEREFORE, JUST AS 
THROUGH ONE MAN SIN ENTERED INTO THE WORLD, AND DEATH 
THROUGH SIN, AND SO DEATH SPREAD TO ALL MEN, BECAUSE 
ALL SINNED” (Rom. 5: 12). 

death, and physical death. 
a. He died judicially: that is, he came under the 

2. This death was three-fold: judicial death, spiritual 

just sentence of the breaking of the commandment of 
God, namely death, which, if it were not remedied in 
this world, would issue in the second death, the 
lake of fire (Rev. 20: 14). 

b. He died spiritually: that is, he became wholly 
disinclined to the things of God. 

c. And he died physically: that is, he had the seeds 
of death sown in his physical body which would 
eventuate in his death. 
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d. This is summed up in the simple term death, ”BUT 
FROM THE TREE OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL YOU 
SHALL NOT EAT, FOR IN THE DAY THAT YOU EAT FROM IT, 
YOU SHALL SURELY DIE” (Gen. 2:17), ”BY THE SWEAT OF 
YOUR FACE YOU SHALL EAT BREAD TILL YOU RETURN TO 
THE GROUND, BECAUSE FROM IT YOU WERE TAKEN; FOR YOU 
ARE DUST, AND TO DUST YOU SHALL RETURN” (Gen. 
3: 19). 

3. Everyone, therefore, coming into the world is born 
under the just condemnation of sin, is spiritually dead 
in Adam, and is destined to return to the dust of the 
earth. 
a. ”FOR ALL SINNED AND FALL SHORT OF THE GLORY OF GOD” 

b. We will be looking at the consequences of this sin 
(Rom. 3:23). 

in the upcoming weeks. 

III. Uses. 
A. Man After the Fall Has Never Been Able to Obtain Life 

Through the Covenant of Works. 
1.  Adam was the only one who was endowed with the ability 

to keep the covenant of works. 
a. He was endowed with original righteousness. 
b. He had the Law of God written in his heart and the 

c. All the sons of Adam, which includes you and I, 
power to keep it. 

have the law of God still written in our hearts by 
virtue of the fact that we are made in the image of 
God. But now it is obscured by sin, and we no 
longer have the ability to keep it. 

2. And because all are born into the world spiritually 
dead and judicially condemned, no one may meet the 
conditions of the covenant of works which is perfect 
and perpetual obedience. 
a. 

b. 

C .  

d. 

e. 

f. 

Everyone in the world owes to God a perfect and 
non-interrupted obedience. 
You owe that obedience to God by virtue of His 
being the sovereign Creator and your being His 
creature . 
But neither you, nor anyone else for that matter, 
has the ability to keep the Law even for one 
moment. 
Your obedience to it must be perfect. Have you 
ever kept the Law of God perfectly? Have you ever 
loved Him with all your heart, mind, soul, and 
strength, and have you ever loved your neighbor as 
yourself, even for one moment, which is the essence 
of the Law? 
Your motives must be altogether pure and holy and 
for God’s glory alone. Has your motive ever been 
to do acts of piety with not even a hint of an 
ulterior, selfish motive? 
The standard of your work must perfectly accord 
with what is written in God’s Word. Do you seek to 
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g. 

h. 
i. 

J-. 

make sure that everything you do is strictly 
according to His Word, and do you abstain from 
doing things which He forbids? 
If you answered yes to any of these questions, then 
you do not yet understand the depths of your sin. 
Every one of us has miserably failed. 
Yes, the promise is still held forth in Scripture for 
those who would like to try to earn their own 
righteousness in this way, ”FOR MOSES WRITES THAT THE 
MAN WHO PRACTICES THE RIGHTEOUSNESS WHICH IS BASED ON 
LAW SHALL LIVE BY THAT RIGHTEOUSNESS” (Rom. 10: 5). 
But it is impossible for anyone to do so, ”FOR AS 
MANY AS ARE OF THE WORKS OF THE LAW ARE UNDER A 
CURSE; FOR IT IS WRITTEN, ’CURSED IS EVERYONE WHO 
DOES NOT ABIDE BY ALL THINGS WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF 
THE LAW, TO PERFORM THEM’” (Gal. 3 : l O ) .  And the 
fact is that nobody can! 

B. But God Intervened With a Second Covenant, the Covenant of 
Grace, Whereby Christ Becomes the Guarantee of the Covenant 
for His People. 
1.  Christ keeps the conditions of the covenant of works, 

but does so, not only for Himself, but for His people. 
a. You an I could not keep the Law. For us it was 

b. But if we were to be saved, the conditions of that 

c. What you and I could not do for ourselves, Christ, 

d. He was born under the Law and kept it perfectly in 

impossi bl e . 

covenant must be met. 

the Second Adam did. 

order to merit the perfect righteousness that you 
and I needed to receive the promised reward. 

2. He also paid the penalty that was due to His people for 
their breaking of the Law. 
a. 

b. 

C. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

Adam’s first transgression of God’s law merited 
the just sentence of death, corrupted his entire 
being, and sewed the seeds of physical death in his 
body. 
When this occurred in Adam’s life, it was imputed to 
his people as well, so that you and I are also 
under this just condemnation. We are born dead in 
sin and trespass. 
But not only so, you and I have also committed many 
more sins, the fruit of our indwelling corruption, 
all of which deserve the very same penalties. 
And so, in order for us to receive the promised 
blessings of the covenant, our sins had to be 
atoned for. Someone had to pay the just penalty 
which was due to us for our evil. 
And this Christ did for His people by taking their 
place in the cursed death of the cross. 
”HE MADE HIM WHO KNEW NO SIN TO BE SIN ON OUR 
BEHALF, THAT WE MIGHT BECOME THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF 
GOD IN HIM” (2 Cor. 5:21). 



9 

3. But these blessings are only in Christ. 
a. 

b. 
C. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

g. 

What Jesus has done as the represent at ive head of 
His people is only for those who are in Christ 
Jesus. He did it only for the elect. 
Are you one of Christ’s sheep? 
Have you responded to God’s command to turn from 
your sins and to believe in His only-begotten Son? 
Are you in Christ? Are you trusting in Him alone 
for your salvation? Are you in any sense trusting 
in your own sinful works to deliver yourself in the 
day of God’s righteous judgment? 
Does your life demonstrate by an increase in 
holiness that you really know Him? 
People of God, ”THERE IS SALVATION IN NO ONE ELSE; 
FOR THERE IS NO OTHER NAME UNDER HEAVEN WHICH HAS 
BEEN GIVEN AMONG MEN, BY WHICH WE MUST BE SAVED” 
(Acts 4:12). 
Make sure that you are relying on Christ for your 
well-being in the sight of God. Do not be clothed 
with your own righteousness on that day, for it 
will not cover your sins, but testify against you 
that you are worthy to receive God’s wrath. Trust 
in Christ and be saved. Amen! 


