
 

“The Covenant of Common Grace” 
(Genesis 8:20-9:17) 

 
 
 

 The last two sermons in Genesis dealt with the Flood, which was how God took the 
world back from man who had forfeited it through his sin.  This evening, we will look at how the 
Lord gave the world back to man, through the work of the Lord Jesus Christ.   
 After the Flood, the Lord told Noah to bring all of the animals out of the ark, so that they 
could be fruitful and multiply.  All of the animals who were outside of the ark during the flood 
had been destroyed.  The earth needed to be filled again.  So the Lord blessed them, that they 
might quickly multiply.  But after this, notice what Noah did.  He “built an altar to the Lord, and 
took of every clean animal and of every clean bird and offered burnt offerings on the altar” 
(8:20).  When the Lord originally told him to gather the animals into the ark, he was to take two 
of all the unclean animals -- a male and its female --, but he was to take seven of the clean 
animals (7:2).  Now it’s clear why he was to take seven of the clean animals.  Clean animals are 
those that could be used for sacrifices.  With three pairs, the stock could be built up again more 
quickly, so that there would soon be more animals for sacrificing.  The seventh was most likely 
intended for the sacrifices Noah was now making.  Something that should stand out to us here is 
the fact that animal sacrifices are still being used to worship the Lord.  Remember that the Lord 
instituted sacrificing in the Garden after the Fall, just after He gave Adam and Eve the promise 
of the coming deliverer, the seed of the woman.  He used the skins of these animals to cover their 
nakedness.  These were obviously meant to be types or pictures to Adam and Eve of the deliverer 
He had just promised.  Christ is the One who would come and cover over man’s nakedness, over 
his sin and shame, with the perfect robe of His righteousness.  This is what He does for all who 
will trust Him.  After they were put out of the garden, these sacrifices continued, as we saw in 
the account of Cain and Abel.  After that, we really don’t read anything more about them.  But 
even though we don’t, it’s clear that the godly continued to offer them, looking to God’s 
deliverer in faith, as we can see in this sacrifice of Noah.   
 Now this is important for us to see, as I said, since it shows us very clearly that the 
Covenant of Grace was in force from Adam’s day, up until the time of Noah. -- The Covenant of 
Grace, you will remember, is that gracious covenant of salvation through Jesus Christ.  It is the 
covenant by which God gave us His Son, and by which we are saved, if we have savingly trusted 
in Christ.  This Covenant didn’t begin with the calling of Abraham.  That was simply another 
administration of that covenant, or another way in which the Lord applied that covenant to His 
chosen people. --  Now the fact that these sacrifices of Noah had to do with the Covenant of 
Grace is important because of what we read next.  Notice verses 21-22, “And the Lord smelled 
the soothing aroma; and the Lord said to Himself, ‘I will never again curse the ground on 
account of man, for the intent of man’s heart is evil from his youth; and I will never again 
destroy every living thing, as I have done.  While the earth remains, seedtime and harvest, and 
cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day and night shall not cease.”  Moses tells us that 
the Lord received Noah’s offerings, as Noah offered them to Him in faith, and now God makes a 
covenant with Noah and with all creation, a covenant which we call the Covenant of Common 
Grace.   
 Now this covenant is called the Covenant of Common Grace because it is not a 
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redemptive covenant.  We know it isn’t because animals are included in this covenant, and God 
doesn’t make any promises of salvation to the animals.  He also doesn’t promise to save all men, 
even though all men are also included in this covenant.  He does tell His servants to preach the 
Gospel to everyone.  He does say that every single person who believes will be saved.  But He 
doesn’t promise that every person will be.  But this covenant is made with the whole creation.  It 
includes all men, all animals.  God doesn’t promise them salvation in it, but He does promise that 
the earth will continue as it is, until He is finished with it.  In other words, it is a covenant in 
which God promises to continue His goodness and kindness to all of His creatures, to provide for 
their needs, until He is finished with this world.  This is what common grace is:  it is the 
unmerited or undeserved goodness of God.  It’s what Jesus speaks of in Luke 6:35, where He 
says to His disciples, “But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in 
return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High; for He Himself is 
kind to ungrateful and evil men.”  The Bible tells us that God gives even the wicked good things 
which they don’t deserve, things like life, family, friends, food, clothing, and shelter.  None of us 
deserve any of these things, but yet the Lord provides them for us out of His great store of 
goodness and mercy.   
 But I want you to notice at the same time, that even though this covenant is not a 
redemptive covenant, yet it is still based on the Covenant of Grace.  It was made when Noah was 
offering burnt offerings to the Lord, looking to the promised seed.  Moses tells us that the Lord 
accepted them and made a covenant with him and with all creation, promising them that He 
would never destroy every living thing, as He had done, but that instead, He would continue to 
show His kindness and mercy.  Now why did God do this?  What was His purpose?  Why didn’t 
He just sweep the world away and destroy everyone and everything in it after the Fall?  It was 
because God had a plan to save His elect people, the same people that He promised to give His 
Son for His work of redemption in the Covenant of Grace.  If the Lord was to carry out His plan, 
if He was to fulfill the Covenant of Grace, if He was to save His people, then He had to preserve 
the world, the place in which this redemption would take place.  God made this covenant with 
Noah and with the creation, while Noah was looking to Christ, so that the work of salvation 
could go on.  Or to put in more personal terms, the Lord made this covenant, so that He could 
eventually bring you and me into fellowship with Himself through Jesus Christ.  We are reading 
about God’s agreement to let things go on, so that we might be born, and then eventually be 
born-again.  Let’s look for a few moments at what this covenant included.   
 First, it included a new grant of the earth to Noah and his sons.  He said that He would 
“never again curse the ground on account of man” (8:21).  What does He mean by this?  Does He 
mean that He was lifting the curse He had placed on the ground when He pronounced His curse 
on Adam?  No.  The ground was still cursed.  That’s why you still need to weed your garden and 
spray roundup.  That’s why the ground is still so hard to dig in, although it’s not that bad around 
here.  That’s why there is still so much sickness and disease on your plants.  This isn’t what the 
Lord meant.  What He most likely meant was that He would “never again destroy every living 
thing,” as He had done through the waters of the Flood (v. 21; 9:11).  He would never take the 
world away from man again by means of a flood.  Remember that man, through his sin, had 
forfeited the earth, which is why God took it away.  God had given Adam authority over it.  That 
authority came through the Covenant of Works.  But he lost that authority when he broke that 
covenant.  He lost his authority over the world, but he also lost his authority over the animals, 
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and any right to any fruitfulness, either in his procreation or in the produce of the ground.  He 
lost it all.  But here, God is giving to Noah and his seed a new grant of the earth, a new dominion 
over the creatures, and a new blessing of fruitfulness.  He said He would never curse the ground 
again (v. 21), “while the earth remains, seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and 
winter, and day and night shall not cease” (v. 22).  He blessed Noah and his sons and said to 
them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth” (9:1).  He said, “The fear of you and the terror 
of you shall be on every beast of the earth and on every bird of the sky; with everything that 
creeps on the ground, and all fish of the sea” (v. 2).  Have you ever wondered why you usually 
can’t get wild birds to feed out of your hands, and why you have difficulty getting very close to 
deer or other wild animals?  It’s because they’re afraid of you.  The animals were probably not 
like this on the ark.  If they had been, it would have been difficult to take care of them.  But after 
the flood, the Lord put this fear in their hearts, because He was making man again their master.  
Notice He says, “Into your hand they are given” (v. 2).  God was placing them again under 
man’s dominion.  He even gave man the right -- for the first time -- to eat the animals.  Before 
He had given man and all the animals the right to eat His plants.  But now He was giving man 
the right to eat meat.  This either means that man wasn’t eating meat before now, or if he was, he 
had no right to do so, because God hadn’t told him he could.  But now God said it was alright, as 
long as he observed one restriction:  he was not to eat the flesh with its life, that is, with its 
blood.  This means that man was not to eat the animal while it was still alive, and that after he 
killed it, he was not to eat it without first draining out its blood.  The Lord said that the blood is 
its life and that its life belongs to Him.  This is why this same prohibition was later added to the 
sacrificial system.  This is also why it is such a horrible crime to shed a man’s blood:  we are 
taking away a life that belongs to God.  The Lord says that if we or anyone else or even an 
animal should kill a man, then we must die.  This is the biblical basis for capital punishment.  It 
was a terrible crime worthy of death back then to destroy someone made in the image of God.  It 
still is today.   
 This was the new grant of the earth to mankind.  Now it isn’t founded on the Covenant of 
Works, but on the Covenant of Grace.  What was lost by Adam in the Covenant of Works, was 
restored in Christ.  On this basis the earth now couldn’t be lost, because Christ could not fail to 
do what His Father called Him to do.  This is why God doesn’t take the world away from man 
today.  This is why He doesn’t destroy it again, even though it is filled with more wickedness 
and violence than it was in the days of Noah.  God remains patient, because of His promise to 
His Son to save His people.  This also explains why the Lord says in 8:21, “I will never again 
curse the ground on account of man, for the intent of man’s heart is evil from his youth.”  This 
almost doesn’t make sense, since it was because of man’s evil that He originally destroyed the 
earth.  What He is saying is that man is evil and will continue to be evil from the day he is born 
to the day he dies.  But He will be patient for the sake of His Son, and for the sake of His elect, 
until He has safely gathered them out of the world.  He won’t destroy the world for the 
wickedness of man, but will preserve it in spite of their wickedness.  This doesn’t mean He will 
never destroy it.  He will when He has finished gathering in His elect.  But until that time, He 
will keep all things as they are, so that He may continue to carry out His redemptive work.   
 The last thing we see here is the sign of the Covenant, the rainbow.  Sometimes after a 
rain, if the clouds and the sun are in the right spot, you can see one in the sky.  Have you children 
ever wondered why it is there?  I’m sure your parents have told you.  It is the sign of God’s 
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promise that He will never again destroy the world with a flood.  He put it in the perfect place to 
remind us whenever it rains.  But it should also remind us that time is running out.  This 
covenant will only last until God has finished gathering His people.  One day they will all be 
gathered, and then He will come and take us out of the world and take us to heaven.  But until 
that time comes, we are to be gathering.  We are all God’s reapers, in one way or another, sent 
into His harvest to gather His children together.  Let’s remember this every time it rains, and at 
all other times as well, and let’s put our hands again to the plow, praying that the Lord will use 
us to gather His people.  Amen.   


