
”The Covenant Faithfulness of the Lord” 
(Exodus 34: 1-8 ) 

Introduction: All of us are aware to some extent how our actions 
affect our own lives. When we are faithful to the Lord, we 
experience His love and blessing. But when we are disobedient to 
Him, we experience His discipline. We are also aware that if we 
live in constant disobedience and disown His covenant, He will disown 
us as well, for we demonstrate by our actions that we never knew Him 
in a saving relationship. 

Often, however, I don’t think we fully realize how our actions 
affect our children. Perhaps we forget about the covenant of our God, 
and the solidarity which exists among family members. When we sin, 
when we are disobedient to the commands of God, when we fail to worship 
Him as we should, when we fail to conduct family worship in our homes, 
we not only affect our own lives, but those of our children as well. 

Tonight, we want to look at the covenant lovingkindness and 
faithfulness of our covenant God, and to see how our relation to Him 
affects His relationship to our offspring. And what I want you to 
see is that, 

Your covenant Lord, being a God of great compassion and 
lovingkindness, is faithful to bless covenant obedience to the 
thousandth generation and to punish covenant disobedience to the 
third and fourth generation. 

I. The Revelation of the Lord’s Nature Through His Name (w. 6). 
A. Context. 

1. 
2. 

3. 

4. 
5. 

6. 

7. 

The Lord had delivered the Israelites from Egypt. 
At Sinai, Moses went up to the Lord on the mountain to 
receive His Law <Exodus 24:12-18>. 
The people thought Moses delayed, so they pressed on 
Aaron to make them a golden calf <32:1>. 
The Lord almost destroyed the people but Moses interceded. 
Moses shattered the tablets at the foot of the mountain 
<32:15-20>. (For the people had broken the covenant). 
Three thousand people died in the judgment of the Lord 
(32: 28). 
Then the Lord renewed the covenant <34:1-8>. 
a. The Lord commanded Moses to cut out two tablets. 

(il Moses restored the covenant through 
intercession. 
It was fitting that he should provide the 
materials for the renewal of the covenant record. 

(iil 

b. Then he was to go up to the mountain in the morning. 
c. So Moses cut out the stone tablets. 
d. And arose and went up to the mountain in obedience. 
e. Then the Lord descended and passed by in front of 

him proclaiming His name. 
(il This was in answer to a request of Moses 

<33: 17-23>. 
(iil The Lord in proclaiming His name was revealing 

His glory and nature to Moses. 
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(iiil In doing so we see His love and mercy toward His 
people. 

B. The L o r d  Proclaims His Name. 
1. The names by which God calls Himself are themselves 

2. His name is Yahweh. 
a revelation of His character. 

a. Yahweh is the peculiar covenant name of God. 
b. It is thought to come from the verb "to be." 

(il In Ex. 3: 13-14, God says His name is "I am who 
I am. " 

is," or "I am the Being." 

changes. 

(iil In the LXX, it is rendered "I am the One who 

(iiil He is the timeless One, the One who never 

c. It emphasizes the unchanging character of God so 
that His covenant purposes will never change with 
regard to His people. 

3. Secondly, He is called the M'ghty God. 
a. This is the Hebrew word i 9. 

b. It means the mighty One, the powerful One. 
(il He is the God of creation. 

(iil He called all things into being by His word. 
(iiil There is nothing that is too difficult for Him. 

c. He is the One who has the power to carry out His 
promises. 

c. Then the L o r d  Explains His Name, as it Were, He Preaches a 
Sermon on His Name. 
1. The Lord is compassionate. 

a. The verb means to love deeply; have mercy; be 
compassionate, and is usually used of a superior for an 
inferior . 

and it refers to a nursing mother's love for her babe. 

God looks upon His own as a father looks upon his 
children; he has pity on them [TWOT 2:842l. 

b. One of its nouns is a word used for a mother's womb, 

c. It is also used of a father's love for his children. 

2. The Lord is gracious. 
a. Out of the thirteen times this word appears in 

Scripture it appears eleven times with the previous 
word <cf. 33: 19>. 

b. The verb means to be gracious; to pity. 
c. Again it is an action of a superior to an inferior 

who has no real claim for gracious treatment [NOT 
1: 302). 

d. It is the giving of that which is not deserved to one 
who deserves the opposite. 
(il As sinful creatures, we have no claim on God. 

(iil Everything we have, we receive by His goodness. 
But especially the gift of becoming a child of 
God is of God's free grace and mercy. 

(iiil 
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3. The Lord is longsuffering. 
a. The word literally means ”long of nose.” 
b. By the act of breathing, anger can be expressed. 
c. To have length of nose means that one doesn’t anger 

so quickly, and means longsuffering. 
(il ”The thought is that God takes a long, deep breath 

as he holds his anger in abeyance” [TWOT 1:58). 
(iil The Lord is patient toward His children. 

4. The Lord is abundant in lovingkindness. 
a. The word is dS@, and it refers to God’s covenant 

E E  

lovingkindness. It is almost an OT equivalent of the 
NT statement that ”God is love.” 

b. It is very significant that the word occurs just 
after the great apostasy of Israel. 
(il Israel had broken the covenant of God. 

(iil This was symbolized by Moses shattering the 
tablets of stone. 

(iiil Yet God is never unfaithful to His covenant. 
(ivl His covenant lovingkindness is steadfast. 

c. This word combined with the above words - 
compassionate (like a mother’s love), gracious, and 
longsuffering - all emphasize the character of God 
who is love (TWOT 1:305-6). 
(il God loves you, His covenant children. 

(iil You are the objects of the divine affections. 

5. And the Lord is abundant in faithfulness. 
a. The word means truth and steadfastness. 
b. It carries with it the underlying sense of certainty 

and dependabi 1 i ty (TWOT 1 : 52 1 .  
c. This word is paired 25 times with the above. 
d. The Lord’s love is reliable; His purposes toward you 

will never change. 

11. The Implications of His Nature (v. 7). 
A. He is Faithful to Bless Covenant Obedience. 

1. He keeps His covenant lovingkindness to thousands. 
a. This means that He guards in His faithfulness His 

covenant love to thousands of generations [NOT 2:595l. 
(il ”Thousands” refers to an indefinitely great number 

(BDB 49). 
(iil His covenant love is boundless. 

(iiil And it is exercised toward you His sons and 
daughters . 

b. Because of that love, He is faithful to bless the 
children of those who are faithful. 
(il There are conditions to this covenant. 

(iil 

(iiil 

You are required to daily exercise faith and 
repentance toward God. 
If you do, the Lord will bless you along with 
your offspring. 
(a) This is the legacy that you can leave your 
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children. 
(bl It does not guarantee their salvation, but 

it does bring them into the sphere of God’s 
covenant grace through the means of grace. 

(cl The likelihood of their conversion is much 
greater, because of God’s covenant promise to 
be a God to you and to your seed after you. 

2. He expresses His lovingkindness by pardoning iniquity, 
transgression and sin. 
a. He freely forgives our violations of His holy Law. 

(il He takes away completely all your sins. 

standard of God’s law. 

that standard. 

that standard [TWOT 1:277-78). 

(iil Your iniquity, which is a deviation from the holy 

(iiil Your transgression, which is to revolt against 

(ivl And your sin, which is to miss or fall short of 

b. He keeps us in His covenant grace by cleansing us 
from all of our wickedness, when we confess our sins. 
(il 

(iil We must repent of all of our sins, particularly. 
Repentance and confession are necessary. 

c. These are the blessings of the covenant. 
(il Without forgiveness of your sin, you would be 

without hope. 
If you had to stand before God and answer for your 
own sins, you would be cast away. 

(iil 

(iiil But the Lord removes from us all our sin. 

d. And here the Lord graciously mitigates the punishment 
due to the Israelites for their covenant breaking and 
restores the covenant [34:9, 10; Keil 2421. 
(il So often we break God’s covenant. 

(iil And we stand deserving of His covenant curse. 

punishment from us. 
(iiil But the Lord graciously forgives and removes His 

B.  However, He I s  also Faithful t o  Curse Covenant Disobedience. 
1. The Scripture says He will by no means acquit the guilty. 

a. God is also holy and just. 
b. He cannot overlook sin. 
c. This is placed here so that His grace may not be 

d. Mercy is in the foreground and wrath afterwards. 
perverted into a license to sin [Keil 2411. 

When sinners despise the riches of His grace, then 
the Lord brings punishment [Keil 241). . 

e. He will not declare the guilty to be innocent. 
(il That would be a miscarriage of justice. 

truth and carry out the judgment due for the 
offense. 

(iil To be truly just, the judge must speak the 

f. Then how can God declare to be innocent those who 
are in fact guilty? Didn’t we just see that God does 
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in fact forgive iniquity, transgression and sin? 
(il It is because in justice, one may take the 

place of the guilty party, and take the 
judgment due for their offenses. 

and paid for by Him. 
(iiil Christ is that spotless lamb of God who takes 

away the sins of His people. 
(a) He bore our guilt in His own body. 
(bl 
(cl God, as judge, can justly forgive us on 

(iil The guilt is transferred to the innocent party 

He paid for our sins. 

the basis of Christ’s work of substitution. 
(ivl But those outside of Christ will bear their own 

guilt and pay their own punishment. 

2. The consequences of their disobedience will affect 
their descendants to the third and fourth generations. 
a. God says that He will not punish the children for the 

b. But the sins of the fathers do affect their 
sins of their fathers. 

offspring. 
(il They will not bear the guilt of their parents 

sins. 
(iil But they will reap the consequences of the removal 

of God’s covenant grace from their family. 

never come to know Him, your children will be 
raised in an environment of unbelief. 
(a) You must not underestimate the importance 

of good covenant nurture. 
(bl It can make the difference between having 

the very presence of God in the house, 
versus a house being void of His presence. 
Between having the covenant sign and seal 
and all of its promises, versus having no 
promise, no seal. 
Between having family worship where praise 
is lifted up, the Scriptures are faithfully 
read, and each member of the family is 
earnestly prayed for each day, and having 
none of these benefits. 

(iiil If you turn away from the Lord, or if you have 

(cl 

(dl 

(ivl And if you are a believer and are not making full 
use of these advantages, your children aren’t 
going to fare much better. 
(a) The means of grace are useless unless you 

exercise them. 
(bl You can have the privilege of prayer, but if 

you do not pray for your children, what good 
will it do? 
You can have the blessing of possessing the 
Scriptures, but if you don’t read it yourself 
or to your children, it won’t benefit you or 
them. 
You can have the privilege of divine worship, 
of hearing the Lord’s Word proclaimed, but if 

(cl 

(dl 
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you do not attend and bring your children, it 
won’ t profit you anything. 

(el It is not possessing the means that makes the 
difference, but using them. 

( v l  In short, how you live your life will determine 
whether your family will experience covenant 
blessing or curse. 
(a) If you are faithful to the covenant, you 

will bring God’s blessing upon your house. 
(bl But if you are unfaithful, you will cause 

it to be removed. 
(cl The punishment which comes upon your 

children will be due to their own 
wickedness. 

might have received blessing will have come 
about by your actions. 

(dl But the removal of the means by which they 

Conc 1 us i on: 

A .  Be faithful to the Lord’s covenant. He is faithful to bless 

B. Examine carefully if you are being faithful to walk in the ways 

C. Remember, your obedience and your sin are both going to 

D. For your sake and for your children’s sake, you cannot afford 

E. Be faithful to the Lord. Serve the Lord with gladness and joy, 

His own. 

of the covenant. 

affect your children and others around you. 

to be indifferent! 

because He loves you! Amen. 


