
“The Counsel of Peace Will Be Between His Offices” 
(Zechariah 6:12-13) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Our passage tonight takes place in the time period after the exile, during the return.   

1.  Faithless Judah was finally taken into exile for her sin, but it had a definite ending time:  
It was to last 70 years.   

2.  Now the time was up, and with the decree of Cyrus, king of Persia, about 50,000 exiles 
returned to rebuild the Temple at Jerusalem (Ezra 1:1-4).   

3.  But opposition by the Samaritans ended the building project after the foundation was 
laid, and no further work was done on it for fourteen years.   

4.  But when Darius came to the throne, the Lord raised up two prophets – Haggai and 
Zechariah – to encourage them to start again.  

5.  Zerubbabel, the governor, and Joshua, the high priest, led in the rebuilding.   
6.  Tattenai, a Persian governor tried to stop the building again, but Darius confirmed the 

original order of Cyrus, allowing them to continue the work to its completion.   
7.  But Zechariah not only encouraged the people to build this Temple, he also spoke of the 

coming of the Messiah and His intention to build the true Temple.  This is what we will 
look at this evening.   

 
B.  In the immediate context, the Lord tells Zechariah to take an offering from three of the 

leading men of Judah of silver and gold.   
1.  The purpose of the offering was to have the precious metals needed to make a crown.   
2.  But unlike most crowns, which are set on the heads of kings and rulers, this crown was 

to be placed on the head of Joshua, the high priest.  In essence, Zechariah was to crown 
him king.   

3.  But the problem is the Law didn’t allow for this.  Only those in David’s line could wear 
the crown, not those from the tribe of Levi and from the line of Aaron.   

4.  Was God commanding something unlawful?  Not really, because Joshua was not really 
being crowned king.  After the crowning, this crown was to be set in the Temple as a 
reminder to the leaders; but as a reminder of what?   

5.  It was to remind them that Messiah was coming – the One who would be both a priest 
and a king, the One who would build the real Temple of the Lord.   
a.  It’s interesting that Joshua is the Hebrew name for Jesus.   
b.  This is the second Joshua in the Bible who is a picture of Christ.  The first was 

Joshua, the son of Nun, the captain of the armies of the Lord and conqueror of the 
Promised Land.   

c.  The first Joshua was a picture of the Messiah as a spiritual warrior, the one who does 
battle with the forces of darkness in order to secure our heavenly Promised Land.   

d.  The second Joshua pictures the Messiah as both a priest and a king.   
(i)  This is similar to what we saw two weeks ago, that Messiah would be a priest in 

the order of Melchizedek.  He was both a priest and a king, so would the Messiah 
be.  It appears that this order is both royal and priestly.   

(ii)  Zerubbabel was the leader of Judah at that time.  He was sent by the Lord to 
build the earthly Temple, with the help of Joshua, the high priest.   

(iii)  But here Joshua is crowned as a type of the Priest who was coming to build the 
spiritual Temple – through His atoning blood and through His kingly reign.   
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II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, the Lord calls our attention to the fact that this man who is coming will be called 
“Branch.”   
1.  As Zechariah was to set the crown on Joshua’s head, he was to say to him, “Thus 

says the Lord of hosts, ‘Behold, a man whose name is Branch, for He will branch out 
from where He is; and He will build the temple of the Lord” (v. 12).   
a.  The Lord said he would build the temple, probably because in the immediate 

context, Joshua would participate in building the earthly temple.   
b.  But again, He couldn’t have meant that Joshua was that Branch, because the 

Branch was to be a king, and Joshua was only qualified to be a priest.   
 

2.  Also, Branch was one of the names the Lord gave to Messiah.   
a.  Zechariah and Joshua would have understood this from what the Lord said earlier.  

In 3:8, He said, “Now listen, Joshua the high priest, you and your friends who are 
sitting in front of you -- indeed they are men who are a symbol, for behold, I am 
going to bring in My servant the Branch.”   

b.  Here, the name Branch couldn’t refer to Joshua.   
c.  “The Servant of the Lord” was also another name for the Messiah.   
d.  The name Branch refers to the fact that Messiah was going to come from the line 

of David.  Listen to what the Lord says through Jeremiah, “‘Behold, the days are 
coming,’ declares the Lord, ‘When I shall raise up for David a righteous Branch; 
and He will reign as king and act wisely and do justice and righteousness in the 
land.  In His days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely; and this is 
His name by which He will be called, “The Lord our righteousness.”’” (23:5-6; cf. 
33:15-16).   

e.  The Lord says through Zechariah, “He will branch out (or sprout up) from where 
He is” (v. 12).   
(i)  Listen to what He said through Isaiah, “Then a shoot will spring from the stem 

of Jesse, and a branch from his roots will bear fruit.  And the Spirit of the 
LORD will rest on Him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of 
counsel and strength, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.  And 
He will delight in the fear of the LORD, and He will not judge by what His 
eyes see, nor make a decision by what His ears hear; but with righteousness He 
will judge the poor, and decide with fairness for the afflicted of the earth; and 
He will strike the earth with the rod of His mouth, and with the breath of His 
lips He will slay the wicked.  Also righteousness will be the belt about His 
loins, and faithfulness the belt about His waist.  And the wolf will dwell with 
the lamb, and the leopard will lie down with the kid, and the calf and the young 
lion and the fatling together; and a little boy will lead them.  Also the cow and 
the bear will graze; their young will lie down together; and the lion will eat 
straw like the ox.  And the nursing child will play by the hole of the cobra, and 
the weaned child will put his hand on the viper's den.  They will not hurt or 
destroy in all My holy mountain, for the earth will be full of the knowledge of 
the LORD as the waters cover the sea.  Then it will come about in that day that 
the nations will resort to the root of Jesse, who will stand as a signal for the 
peoples; and His resting place will be glorious” (Isaiah 11:1-10).   
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(iii)  This is referring to the Messiah, the Branch from the root of Jesse, the Son of 
David, the One who would reign as King over all creation and whose reign 
would bring universal peace.   

 
B.  What is it that this One would do?  The Lord says, “He will build the temple of the 

Lord.  Yes, it is He who will build the temple of the Lord” (vv. 12-13).   
1.  It’s true that Zerubbabel and Joshua would build the earthly temple.   
2.  But this One would build the spiritual one.   

a.  Notice that He would do this alone.   
(i)  It’s true that when a king is said to build something that he doesn’t do all the 

work himself.  Often, he doesn’t do anything beyond directing the building.   
(ii)  But this One would build the Temple by Himself.   
(iii)  Jesus said, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up” (John 

2:19).  The Jews thought He meant the earthly Temple.  But He was speaking 
of His body (vv. 20-21).   

 
b.  His Temple, is His Body, His church.   

(i)  Jesus isn’t interested in earthly buildings.   
(ii)  He’s interested in gathering together His elect into one body, into one fold, so 

that He might be their Shepherd forever.   
(iii)  Jesus is building a spiritual house of worship – on a foundation which He 

provided through His blood – a house for spiritual sacrifices of praise and 
worship.   

(iv)  The way He builds it is through the Gospel, the simple message of salvation 
– preached by His ministers, and witnessed and testified to by His people.   

(v)  Those who hear and respond to the call are saved and added to that building, 
that they might glorify Him throughout all eternity.   

 
C.  But this Branch, this Son of David, would not only build the Temple of the Lord, He 

would also receive glory and a crown.  The Lord says, “It is . . . He who will bear the 
honor and sit and rule on His throne” (v. 13).   
1.  This priest, who lays the foundation of the Temple through His obedience and death, 

who builds it through the preaching of the Gospel, is also crowned as King over it.   
2.  The author to the Hebrews says that He is a King over His house (that is, God’s 

house; Heb. 3:6).   
a.  This is simply to say that the Lord is the head of His church – He is its King.   
b.  We are to submit to Him in all things, not only in the church, but in all of life.   
c.  And along with the Father, we are also to give Him honor and glory, because He 

is worthy, not only as God Himself, but as the One who redeemed His church.   
d.  And so Jesus is not only a priest, but a priest on a throne (v. 13).  This is the same 

way the author to the Hebrews represents Him:  “Now the main point in what has 
been said is this: we have such a high priest, who has taken His seat at the right 
hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens” (8:1).   

 
D.  Now consider how these two offices of Christ work together to bring peace.  The Lord 

says, “Thus, He will be a priest on His throne, and the counsel of peace will be between 
the two offices” (v. 13).   
1.  As a priest, He laid down His life for us and intercedes for us, making peace between 

God and us.   
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a.  The atonement reconciled us to God.   
b.  His intercession keeps us reconciled to God.   
c.  The fact that He too is a man is also a condescension on the part of God, for He 

has been touched with our weaknesses and knows how to come to our aid (Heb. 
4:15; 5:1-2).   

 
2.  As King, he continues to subdue His and our enemies and overrules all things for His 

glory and the good of His kingdom – the church.  His mercy as priest tempers His 
judgment as King.   

3.  But if we are to have peace with God, if we are to be saved by His sacrifice, we must 
submit to Him as King.  In other words, the Lord must be the Lord of our lives, if He 
is to be our Savior.   

 
E.  In closing, I want you to see briefly four final things.   

1.  First, the Gentiles would also be included in this Temple.   
a.  The Lord said that those far off would come and build the Temple (v. 15).  
b.  At that time, this may have referred to the Gentile kings who helped to build it, 

such as the kings of Persia already mentioned (Ez. 6:8; 7:19-20), or to other Jews 
who stayed behind in Babylon who were yet to come.   

c.  But in the Gospel age, it refers to the Gentiles afar off, yet to be gathered (Eph. 
2:20-22).   

 
2.  Second, the completion of the earthly temple was to be a sign to them of the 

certainty of the spiritual one being built.   
a.  The Lord said that when those who were far off came and built the temple, “Then 

you will know that the Lord of hosts has sent me to you” (v. 15).   
b.  In other words, when this came to pass, you could know that His promise of the 

Branch would also come to pass.   
 

3.  But this building of the earthly temple would only take place if the people were 
faithful.   
a.  Notice, He ends by saying, “And it will take place, if you completely obey the 

Lord your God” (v. 15).   
b.  The Lord doesn’t use rebels, but only those who are submissive to His will.   
c.  Thankfully, in the Gospel, what He requires, He also gives.   
 

4.  Finally, He commands the crown to be placed in the Temple for a reminder to them 
(v. 14).   
a.  The Lord doesn’t want us to forget His promises, but live in the light of them.   
b.  He wanted His promise of the Messiah to cause them to look up to Him and to 

strength their faith.   
c.  He also wants the fact that Messiah has come and has worked out our salvation 

and that He rules sovereignly over all to be an encouragement to us to strengthen 
us and to cause us to look up to Him.   

d.  Let’s bow and thank the Lord that He had given us a merciful high Priest who has 
laid down His life for us and a King who watches over all things to make sure that 
His promises will be fulfilled to us.  Amen.   


