
“The Communion of Saints” 
(WCF 26.1) 

 
 
 

WCF 26.1  All saints, that are united to Jesus Christ their Head, by His Spirit, and by faith, 
have fellowship with Him in His graces, sufferings, death, resurrection, and glory:  and, being 
united to one another in love, they have communion in each other’s gifts and graces, and are 
obliged to the performance of such duties, public and private, as do conduce to their mutual 
good, both in the inward and outward man.   
I.  We have communion with Christ and with one another in Christ.   

A.  What does it mean that we are united with Christ by faith?   
1.  First, when did God plan this union?   

a.  This was His purpose in eternity (election):  He chose us in Christ before the foundation 
of the world:  “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed 
us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, just as He chose us in 
Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before 
Him” (Eph. 1:3-4).   

b.  In His plan – His eternal Covenant of Grace – He sent Christ to be our Savior and Head, 
and then accepted us in Christ as members of His body:  “Jesus spoke these things; and 
lifting up His eyes to heaven, He said, ‘Father, the hour has come; glorify Your Son, 
that the Son may glorify You, even as You gave Him authority over all flesh, that to all 
whom You have given Him, He may give eternal life. . . .  I have manifested Your name 
to the men whom You gave Me out of the world; they were Yours and You gave them 
to Me, and they have kept Your word’” (John 17:1-2, 6).   

 
2.  What is the nature of our union with Christ?   

a.  First, it is a federal or representative union:   
(i)  All that Christ did, He did as our Head, in our place, and for our benefit.   
(ii)  Our standing before God is based entirely on what He did.   
 

b.  Second, it is a vital and spiritual union:   
(i)  Christ gives us His Spirit to unite us to Himself, to dwell in us, and to be the bond of 

our union with Him:   
(a)  “But the one who joins himself to the Lord is one spirit with Him” (1 Cor. 6:17).   
(b)  “The one who keeps His commandments abides in Him, and He in him. We 

know by this that He abides in us, by the Spirit whom He has given us” (1 John 
3:24).   

  
(ii)  Our spiritual life comes from, and is sustained by, Him:  “I have been crucified 

with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I 
now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 
Himself up for me” (Gal. 2:20).   

 
c.  Third, it is a union of our whole self with Christ.   

(i)  Our souls are united to Christ by God’s Spirit.   
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(ii)  But our bodies are as well – when we die and our bodies return to the dust, that dust 
will still be united to Christ, and He will raise it again to new life.   
(a)  “Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, 

whom you have from God, and that you are not your own?” (1 Cor. 6:19).   
(b)  “For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of 

the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first” 
(1 Thes. 4:16).   

 
3.  How are we united to Christ?   

a.  We are united through the indwelling of the Spirit – He is the spiritual bond and conduit 
through whom Christ’s benefits are given to us.   
(i)  “For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, 

whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit” (1 Cor. 12:13).   
(ii)  “It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; the words that I have 

spoken to you are spirit and are life” (John 6:63; cf. Eph. 2:5).   
 

b.  On our part, it is by faith.   
(i)  Faith is the evidence of the Spirit’s work in us that enables us to lay hold of Christ 

and apply Him to ourselves:  “But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great 
love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in our transgressions, made 
us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved) . . . For by grace you 
have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God” (Eph. 
2:4-5, 8).   

(ii)  It is also by faith that we continue to draw our life and strength from Christ:  “That 
He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with 
power through His Spirit in the inner man, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts 
through faith; and that you, being rooted and grounded in love” (Eph. 3:16-17).   

 
4.  How is this union represented in Scripture?   

a.  As the relation between the foundation and the building:  “And coming to Him as to a 
living stone which has been rejected by men, but is choice and precious in the sight of 
God, you also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy 
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.  For 
this is contained in Scripture: ‘Behold, I lay in Zion a choice stone, a precious corner 
stone, and he who believes in Him will not be disappointed’” (1 Pet. 2:4-6).   

b.  The tree and its branches:  “I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me 
and I in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing”  (John 15:5).   

c.  The head and the members of its body:  “But speaking the truth in love, we are to grow 
up in all aspects into Him who is the head, even Christ, from whom the whole body, 
being fitted and held together by what every joint supplies, according to the proper 
working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for the building up of 
itself in love” (Eph. 4:15-16).   

d.  A husband and wife:  “For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and shall 
be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.  This mystery is great; but I 
am speaking with reference to Christ and the church” (Eph. 5:31-32).   
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e.  A federal/covenantal head and his representatives:  “So then as through one 
transgression there resulted condemnation to all men, even so through one act of 
righteousness there resulted justification of life to all men.  For as through the one man's 
disobedience the many were made sinners, even so through the obedience of the One 
the many will be made righteous” (Rom. 5:18-19).    

 
B.  What are the blessings we receive from this communion we have with Christ?   

1.  We receive from Him and participate in His offices and graces.   
a.  We are complete in Him through His imputed righteousness:  “And in Him you have 

been made complete, and He is the head over all rule and authority” (Col. 2:10).   
b.  We share His Father:  “Pray, then, in this way:  ‘Our Father who is in heaven, hallowed 

be Your name’” (Matt. 6:9).   
c.  We share in His inheritance:  “The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are 

children of God, and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if 
indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him” (Rom. 8:16-17).   

d.  We share in some respects in His offices.   
(i)  He is our prophet, priest and king.   
(ii)  In Him, we are prophets, priests and kings:   

(a)  “As for you, the anointing which you received from Him abides in you, and you 
have no need for anyone to teach you; but as His anointing teaches you about all 
things, and is true and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you abide in Him” 
(1 John 2:27).   

(b)  “And coming to Him as to a living stone which has been rejected by men, but is 
choice and precious in the sight of God, you also, as living stones, are being built 
up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ” (1 Pet. 2:4-5).   

(c)  “He who overcomes, I will grant to him to sit down with Me on My throne, as I 
also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne” (Rev. 3:21).   

(d)  “You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to our God; and they will 
reign upon the earth” (5:10).   

 
e.  We share in the transforming power of His life:  “For of His fullness we have all 

received, and grace upon grace” (John 1:16).   
(i)  We have the Spirit of Christ:  “However, you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if 

indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you.  But if anyone does not have the Spirit of 
Christ, he does not belong to Him” (Rom. 8:9).   

(ii)  The mind of Christ:  “But he who is spiritual appraises all things, yet he himself is 
appraised by no one.  For who has known the mind of the lord, that he will instruct 
him?  But we have the mind of Christ” (1 Cor. 2:15-16).   

(iii)  We are being transformed into His image:   
(a)  “For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the 

image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren” (Rom. 
8:29).   

(b)  “My children, with whom I am again in labor until Christ is formed in you” (Gal. 
4:19).   
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(c)  “But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, 
are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the 
Lord, the Spirit” (2 Cor. 3:18).   

 
(iv)  Even our bodies will share in His glorious image:   

(a)  When He appears, our bodies will be raised and changed into the image of His 
glorious body:  “For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait 
for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ; who will transform the body of our humble 
state into conformity with the body of His glory, by the exertion of the power that 
He has even to subject all things to Himself” (Phil. 3:20-21).   

 (b)  “Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we 
will be.  We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will 
see Him just as He is” (1 John 3:2).   

 
f.  And we share in Christ’s experiences:   

(i)  In His victory:  “But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him 
who loved us” (Rom. 8:37).   

(ii)  In His power:  “And He has said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for power is 
perfected in weakness.’ Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about my 
weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me” (2 Cor. 12:9).   

(iii)  In His persecutions:   
(a)  “From now on let no one cause trouble for me, for I bear on my body the brand-

marks of Jesus” (Gal. 6:17).   
(b)  “For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners against Himself, so 

that you will not grow weary and lose heart” (Heb. 12:3).   
 

(iv)  In His sufferings, death, resurrection and glory:   
(a)  “That I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of 

His sufferings, being conformed to His death” (Phil. 3:10).   
(b)  “But to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing, so 

that also at the revelation of His glory you may rejoice with exultation” (1 Pet. 
4:13).   

 
2.  He also receives from us:   

a.  Since He has purchased us by His blood, we are His servants and are to be devoted to 
the building up of His kingdom by bearing His fruit and glorifying His name.   

b.  Everything we have – our hearts, souls, lives, possessions – belongs to Him, and we are 
to consecrate all we have to His service as His stewards.   
(i)  “For if we live, we live for the Lord, or if we die, we die for the Lord; therefore 

whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s” (Rom. 14:8).   
(ii)  “Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, 

whom you have from God, and that you are not your own?  For you have been 
bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body” (1 Cor. 6:19-20).   


