
“The Communion of Saints” 

(Hebrews 10:19-25) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  This morning, we considered that sanctification – growth in grace – takes place when 

we look at Christ’s glory.   

a.  Conversion takes place when our eyes are opened to His glory and embrace it.   

b.  But sanctification progresses when we keep our eyes fixed on it.   

 

2.  One of the most powerful ways we can do this is through the communion of saints or 

Christian Fellowship.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  But what is Christian fellowship?   

a.  Is it just a group of professing Christians gathering together?   

b.  Does the word apply to anything we might decide to do while we’re together or 

anything we might talk about, such as watching a football game or taking about our 

favorite hobbies?   

c.  Or is fellowship something deeper and more spiritual than this?   

d.  These things might lead to fellowship, but by themselves they don’t constitute it.   

e.  Since fellowship, or communion, is something we’re called to by the Lord, it would 

help us better to understand what it is and how it works.   

 

2.  That’s what we’re going to attempt to do this evening by considering four things:   

a.  First, that the essence of the communion of saints is love.   

b.  Second, some of the different ways we are to express that love toward one another in 

our fellowship.   

c.  Third, what we must be in order to do this effectively.   

d.  Finally, how we are commanded by the Lord to desire this communion.   

 

II.  Sermon.    

A.  First, let’s consider that love is the essence of the communion of saints.   

1.  Love – love for what is truly holy and good, love for God and His Christ generated by 

the Holy Spirit and being loved by the Triune God – is the essence of true Christianity.   

a.  It shouldn’t surprise us then that it is also the essence of true Christian fellowship.   

b.  It’s loving the brethren in more than word only, but also in deed (1 John 3:18).   

 

2.  Clearly, this is what the Lord commands us to do:  Peter writes, “Since you have in 

obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sincere love of the brethren, fervently 

love one another from the heart” (1 Pet. 1:22).   

a.  We are to love them with the same kind of love –  

(i)  That knit the hearts of David and Jonathan together (1 Sam. 18:1).   

(ii)  That moved the early believers to give up what they had to meet one another’s 

needs (Acts 4:32).   
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(iii)  That moved them to bear one another’s burdens (Gal. 6:2).   

(iv)  That even compelled them to lay down their lives for one another (1 John 3:16), 

just as Christ laid down His life for them (John 15:12-13).   

 

b.  We are to do good to one another, “to all people, and especially to those who are of 

the household of the faith” (Gal. 6:10).   

c.  We are to work on strengthening each other’s faith and holiness, just as Paul desired 

would take place when he went to Rome  (Rom. 1:11, 12).   

d.  We are to provoke one another to love and good works, as the author to the Hebrews 

called us to do in our text (Heb. 10:24).   

e.  We are to love each other as family since we each have the same faith, the same 

Spirit of adoption, the same Father, and we are all members of one body (Rom. 

12:5).   

f.  We are to do this because we love Christ – both personally and as we see Him in 

each other’s lives.   

g.  This is Christian fellowship/the communion of saints:  it is the sharing of Christ’s 

love with each member of the body of Christ.   

 

B.  Second, let’s consider some of the different ways we are to express that love toward one 

another in our fellowship.   

1.  Whenever we meet together – whether in public or private – we should do our best to 

edify one another.   

a.  We should minister to each other physically – using what the Lord has given us to 

meet each other’s needs.   

b.  But we should especially try to minister to one another spiritually:  “Therefore 

encourage one another and build up one another, just as you also are doing” (1 Thes. 

5:11).   

 

2.  Since our fellowship is more often public than private – in our worship together, as well 

as in the time following – we should focus on some things we can do that will tend to 

build each other up in faith.   

a.  For example, by listening carefully to the Word read and preached:   

(i)  If we don’t pay attention, if we talk to others or fall asleep, it will encourage 

others to do the same.   

(ii)  But if we listen intently and receive what we hear by faith, we will encourage 

others to do the same.   

 

b.  How we participate in prayer will affect those around us.   

(i)  If we’re serious and engaged, we will affect others positively.   

(ii)  But if we’re distracted or doze off, we’ll affect them negatively.   

 

c.  How we sing will have a strong affect on others:   

(i)  Whether we sing with our whole heart or only half-heartedly, whether we sing 

with faith or with doubt, whether we sing to be heard of God or of men.  

(ii)  If our attitude is that of David’s, “My heart is steadfast, O God, my heart is 

steadfast; I will sing, yes, I will sing praises” (Ps. 57:7), we will encourage others 

to do the same.   



3 

  

d.  With regard to our fellowship following, what we say to one another will also have a 

profound effect.   

(i)  Whether we talk about superficial things or things that have eternal significance; 

whether we spend time criticizing and tearing others down with our words, or 

whether we work hard at trying to build up one another.   

(ii)  We should work on building one another up by:   

(a)  Talking about the Lord and the things that have to do with Him – His ways, 

creation, providence, redemption, salvation, and holiness.   

(b)  By applying these things to our situations and lives.   

(c)  By admonishing, counseling, and encouraging one another.   

(d)  When necessary, by also reproving and exhorting one other to godly living (1 

Thes. 5:11-14).   

(e)  Contrary to what many think, a rebuke or admonition is an act of love:   

(1)  David writes, “Let the righteous smite me in kindness and reprove me; it is 

oil upon the head; do not let my head refuse it” (Ps. 141:5).   

(2)  And Solomon, “Faithful are the wounds of a friend, but deceitful are the 

kisses of an enemy” (Prov. 27:6).   

 

C.  Third, let’s consider what we must be in order to do this effectively.  There are three areas 

in particular we need to consider:  wisdom, humility and love.   

1.  First, we must be wise in what we say.   

a.  We need to choose our topics carefully, considering what our brother or sister needs 

to hear.   

b.  We’re never going to agree on everything; and so rather than emphasizing our 

differences, let’s focus on the things we agree on.   

(i)  This is especially helpful when forming new relationships.   

(ii)  If you spend time getting to know someone first, you’ll eventually gain the 

opportunity to be heard.   

(iii)  Long ago we had a member – who is no longer with us – who confronted a 

visitor on their Pentecostal leanings on their first visit head on – that person didn’t 

listen and never returned.   

 

c.  It’s true that we all have gifts:  some of us are better at explaining Scripture, some at 

arguing for the truth of Scripture, some at helping others overcome Satan’s attacks, 

some at encouraging and comforting, and some at exhorting and admonishing.   

(i)  But we also need to remember, not everyone is ready to receive the full benefits 

of our ministry; neither are they ready to hear everything we might have to say.   

(ii)  Jesus didn’t tell His disciples everything they would eventually need to hear at 

the outset, because they weren’t yet ready to hear it:  “I have many more things to 

say to you, but you cannot bear them now” (John 16:12).   

(iii)  We need to consider more the needs of our hearers, than our strengths, if we are 

to be wise and do them good.   

 

2.  Second, we must be humble.   

a.  We need to know our own weaknesses and limitations and acknowledge them.   
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b.  We must speak confidently only of the things we understand and in the areas we 

have experience, and not go beyond ourselves in trying to help others.   

c.  We also need to have a teachable spirit and be willing to listen and learn from others, 

if we should be wrong.   

(i)  Apollos, though he was a powerful speaker, listened to Aquila and Priscilla when 

they corrected him (Acts 18:26).   

(ii)  And David, when he was admonished by a woman, blessed God because he 

knew the Lord sent her to keep him from sin (1 Sam. 25:32-33).   

 

3.  Finally, we need love.   

a.  The closer we get to one another, the more we’ll need a fervent love.   

b.  Satan hates Christian fellowship because it threatens his kingdom; and because of 

this He will do everything he can to cause strife in the fellowship, emphasizing every 

difference, making us believe we need to go to the wall on every issue.   

c.  But let’s not forget the Lord’s command to be careful to preserve the unity of the 

Spirit in the bond of peace (Eph. 4:3).   

d.  If we approach one another with wisdom, humility and love, especially when we 

come to correct one another, we will be less apt to offend and more likely to edify 

one another.   

 

D.  Finally, let’s consider how we are commanded by the Lord to desire this communion.   

1.  Next to fellowship with the Lord, there is nothing we should desire more.   

a.  David writes, “I said to the LORD, ‘You are my Lord; I have no good besides You.’  

As for the saints who are in the earth, they are the majestic ones in whom is all my 

delight” (Ps. 16:2-3).   

b.  We are commanded by the Lord through Peter, “Honor all people, love the 

brotherhood, fear God, honor the king” (1 Pet. 2:17).   

c.  The author to the Hebrews in our text tells us we must not abandon it, “Not forsaking 

our own assembling together, as is the habit of some” (10:25).   

 

2.  Next to fellowship with the Lord, there is nothing that will help us more.   

a.  There is nothing that will build up your assurance more than this – when you can 

enjoy ministering to the saints and being ministered to by the saints.   

b.  There is nothing that will build you up and strengthen you more than this.   

(i)  We read of the early church, “They were continually devoting themselves to the 

apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer” (Acts 

2:42; cf. 4:32-33).   

(ii)  We may be taught well from the Scriptures and well fed on the means of grace, 

but we’re not going to grow much in grace unless and until we exercise that grace 

among God’s people by sharing what we have with one another, so that we might 

all be built up in our most holy faith.   

(iii)  Next to communion with God through the Lord Jesus Christ, there is nothing 

that will bring you more joy and blessedness than the communion of the saints.  

It’s where the blessings of heaven begin on earth.   

(iv)  Let’s pray and ask the Lord to give us a stronger desire for this communion.   

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


