
“The Coming of the Spirit” 
(Acts 2:1-13)   

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  Before Jesus ascended, He told His disciples to wait in Jerusalem:   
a.  They were to wait until they received the promise of the Father.   

(i)  He would make their work possible.   
(ii)  The Spirit would increase their affection/desire to do the Lord’s will.   
(iii)  But He would bring with Him another gift that would make the job 

easier.   
 

b.  We saw their obedience to that order:   
(i)  They returned to the city, to a city hostile to Christ.   
(ii)  They returned not knowing what the Lord intended to do about this 

hostility.   
 
c.  And they waited:   

(i)  They went into the upper room, where they were all meeting.   
(ii)  They waited upon the Lord in prayer.   

(a)  They prayed unceasingly.   
(b)  Collectively.   
(c)  With one mind and purpose.   
(d)  And they were not disappointed.   
 

2.  The Spirit also began to give them greater insight into Scripture:   
a.  They realized Judas’ betrayal was the fulfillment of Scripture.   
b.  They realized his death was as well.   
c.  But they further understood that his office was to be occupied by another:   

(i)  So they listed the qualifications.   
(ii)  Had the brethren look among themselves to see who qualified.   
(iii)  Put forth two:  Joseph and Matthias.   
(iv)   And then prayed and cast lots between them, the lot falling to Matthias, 

so he was numbered with the twelve.   
 
B.  Preview.   

1.  This morning, we see the fulfillment of the promise Jesus made:  the coming of 
the Spirit.   
a.  With the coming of Pentecost, the Spirit also came.   

(i)  Remember that Pentecost is a feast that comes 50 days after Passover.   
(ii)  Jews had come “from every nation under heaven” (v. 5), from every 

corner of the Roman Empire, devout men, to celebrate that feast.  It was 
one of three feasts that required the attendance of all the males in Israel.   
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(iii)  It was to celebrate the first-fruits of the harvest brought in thankfulness 
to the Lord.   

(iv)  But now the Lord was intending to fulfill its spiritual meaning:  the 
bringing in of the first-fruits of Israel to Himself.   

 
b.  The disciples, for their part, were all gathered in one place (v. 1) and were 

still waiting on the Lord.   
(i)  Perhaps they were still in the upper room; they very likely were, we don’t 

know for sure.   
(ii)  But the Lord answered their prayer by fulfilling His promise:  He sent the 

Spirit.   
(iii)  It wasn’t a secret coming, known only to those who experienced it.   
(iv)  There was a very powerful exhibition of the Spirit’s presence, both to 

those gathered and to those who were outside celebrating the feast.   
(v)  This morning, we’ll want to consider why the Lord did these things.   

 
2.  Basically, we’ll look at two things:   

a.  The evidence of the Spirit’s coming.   
b.  And the result of the Spirit’s coming.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, the evidence of the Spirit’s coming.   
1.  It’s clear that the Lord didn’t want the Spirit’s coming to be a secret.   

a.  First, He came with a great sound that emanated from heaven and filled the 
house:  “And suddenly there came from heaven a noise like a violent rushing 
wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting” (v. 2).   
(i)  Why as the sound of a great wind, and not a trumpet or some other 

sound?   
(ii)  Perhaps because His name in the Greek also means wind.  
(iii)  Perhaps now because He would reveal Himself to them as a mighty 

wind, being poured out in such power upon the Church.   
(iv)  Notice too the direction from which the Spirit is coming:  heaven.   

(a)  Jesus told them earlier that it was necessary for Him to leave – to 
ascend to heaven – but when He ascended, He would send the Spirit.   

(b)  Earlier, Jesus has also breathed on them (another use of the word spirit 
is breath), and told them to receive the Holy Spirit.   

(c)  But now He was pouring His Spirit out on them abundantly.   
 

b.  Second, there was the appearance of small tongue shaped fires resting on 
them:  “And there appeared to them tongues as of fire distributing 
themselves, and they rested on each one of them” (v. 3).   
(i)  This was a visible manifestation of the Spirit’s coming.   
(ii)  Apparently, this was for their confirmation:  we’re not told anyone else 

saw it.   
(iii)  Perhaps it was to indicate what He was about to do:  cause them to speak 

with other languages.   
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(iv)  And it rested on each of them, indicating that what Moses had earlier 
desired for the people of Israel was now happening:  the Spirit was poured 
out on each of His servants (Num. 11:29).   

 
c.  Third, they were all filled with the Spirit:  “And they were all filled with the 

Holy Spirit” (v. 4).   
(i)  This was not an absolute coming of the Spirit, but a coming to empower 

the disciples for ministry.   
(ii)  It was also something that would be evidence only to them – they would 

experience the zeal He creates for God’s glory – yet others would see it as 
they began to express that zeal in evangelism.   

 
d.  Finally, they began to speak in other languages:  And they “began to speak 

with other tongues, as the Spirit was giving them utterance” (v. 4).   
(i)  This was something else that others would hear, besides the sound of the 

wind, and it would have a very important purpose, as we’ll see.   
(ii)  But I want to note here is that Luke is not telling us they began to babble 

unintelligibly, but that the Spirit was giving them the ability to speak 
languages they had never spoken before.   

 
2.  Now why did the Lord bring the Spirit in such an obvious way?   

a.  Whenever the Lord does something of this nature, it always has at least two 
purposes:   
(i)  To give glory to Himself.   
(ii)  To be a sign to others that He is involved in this:  to draw attention to 

Himself.   
 

b.  Both are intended here:   
(i)  The Lord wanted to glorify His Son.   
(ii)  But He also wanted intended this to be a sign of something.   
(iii)  We’ll consider these things in the next point:    

 
B.  Second, the result of the Spirit’s coming.   

1.  The first and most obvious is:  it attracted attention.   
a.  When the Jews heard the sound, they gathered around the house:  “Now there 

were Jews living in Jerusalem, devout men from every nation under heaven.  
And when this sound occurred, the crowd came together” (vv. 5-6).   

b.  They were astounded because these Galileans were speaking in their native 
language:   
(i)  Notice again, they were not babbling; they weren’t speaking some kind of 

heavenly language, but language spoken on earth.   
(ii)  Listen to what Luke writes, “And [they] were bewildered because each 

one of them was hearing them speak in his own language.  They were 
amazed and astonished, saying, ‘Why, are not all these who are speaking 
Galileans?  And how is it that we each hear them in our own language to 
which we were born?  Parthians and Medes and Elamites, and residents of 
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Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and 
Pamphylia, Egypt and the districts of Libya around Cyrene, and visitors 
from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs – we hear them 
in our own tongues speaking of the mighty deeds of God” (vv. 6-11).   

 
c.  And notice that what they heard was not a message from God, but a 

declaration of what God has done in Christ (v. 11).   
(i)  They heard them speaking of the mighty deeds of God.   
(ii)  Tongues are not communications from God, as many Pentecostals 

believe, but declarations of His works, and words spoken to Him (1 Cor. 
14).   

 
2.  Why did the Lord want to attract their attention?  Again, two reasons:   

a.  To glorify His name and the name of His Son.   
(i)  This was evidence to the Jews – as it was to the disciples – that Jesus was 

exalted by the Father.   
(ii)  He sent the promise of His Spirit, as He said He would.   

 
b.  But also as a sign to unbelieving Israel.   

(i)  A sign, a miracle, is supposed to stop traffic, make people pay attention.  
That’s what this did.   

(ii)  It’s supposed to provoke the question:  What do these things mean?   
(iii)  What did they mean?  It was the fulfillment of prophecy.   

(a)  Paul draws the Corinthians’ attention to this, as we saw in our 
meditation.   

(b)  “In the Law it is written, ‘By men of strange tongues and by the lips of 
strangers I will speak to this people, and even so they will not listen to 
Me,’ says the Lord.  So then tongues are for a sign, not to those who 
believe but to unbelievers; but prophecy is for a sign, not to unbelievers 
but to those who believe” (1 Cor. 14:21-22).   

(c)  Tongues were apparently used for praising God and praying to Him, 
as Paul says in 1 Corinthians 14.   

(d)  But it was first and foremost a sign to unbelieving Israel:  one not 
given during the ministry of Jesus Christ.   

(e)  This explains why the gift passed away after the apostolic era:   
(1)  Acts covers the time frame from the ascension of Christ up to, but 

not including, His coming again in judgment against Israel in AD 
70.   

(2)  If this ability to speak these languages was meant to be a sign to 
Israel, it seems logical that they would cease to be active after Israel 
is given time to repent and then is judged by the Lord.   

(3)  This doesn’t mean that He no longer helps missionaries to learn 
foreign languages, nor does it mean He won’t, on occasions that suit 
His purposes, give someone the ability to speak another language 
temporarily.   
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(4)  But it does mean that the gift of tongues, as it was known in the 
early church, has passed away.   

 
3.  Finally, notice the mixed reactions to this sign:   

a.  Some were astounded, wondering what these things meant:   
(i)  This is the effect a sign is supposed to have.   
(ii)  “And they all continued in amazement and great perplexity, saying to 

one another, ‘What does this mean?’” (v. 12).   
(iii)  The Lord wanted their attention so that they might see He was at work, 

repent, and believe the Gospel.   
 

b.  But others ridiculed them:   
(i)  “But others were mocking and saying, ‘They are full of sweet wine’” (v. 

13).   
(ii)  The result of unbelief will always be to hate the light and try to put it out.   
 

c.  This reminds us that there are always two results to God’s work:  softening 
and hardening.   
(i)  Those whom He’s saving will be affected for the better.   
(ii)  Those whom He has not chosen will be hardened by their sins.   
(iii)  This doesn’t mean that someone can’t be hardened and then later 

softened, but this is generally how God works.   
 

d.  In closing, examine your own hearts this morning:   
(i)  How have you responded to God’s evidence?   

(a)  To His revelation in nature?   
(b)  To His revelation in His Word?   
(c)  Especially to His Gospel?   
 

(ii)  It does matter what’s going on in our hearts.   
(a)  If you’re hardened by it, repent, seek the Lord, ask for His grace to 

change your heart.   
(b)  If you’re softened by it, then labor to have a softer heart, with more 

love and zeal for your Master and His work.   
 

(iii)  The sacrament, the visible Word, has the same effect, because it is a 
means of grace.  It will open our eyes even more to see God’s glory.   

(iv)  Let’s prepare to come to the table now to receive God’s grace, His 
Spirit, and through Him, more of His love.  Amen.   


