
“Inquirers’ Class” 

(Part 5b:  The Church) 

 

 

 

IV.  The Church.   

B.  What is a Presbyterian Church?   

1.  What are the different kinds of Church government?   

a.  Congregational:  rule by the congregation.   

b.  Independent:  rule by elders.   

c.  Episcopal/Hierarchical:  rule by bishop (bishop being a different office than 

elder).   

d.  Presbyterian:  rule by elders.   

 

2.  What does the Bible teach regarding church government?   

a.  First, that the office of elder and bishop are the same.   

(i)  “From Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called to him the elders of the 

church. . . .  Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which 

the Holy Spirit has made you overseers (bishops), to shepherd the church 

of God which He purchased with His own blood” (Acts 20:17, 28).   

(ii)  “Therefore, I exhort the elders among you, as your fellow elder and 

witness of the sufferings of Christ, and a partaker also of the glory that is 

to be revealed, shepherd the flock of God among you, exercising oversight 

not under compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the will of God; and 

not for sordid gain, but with eagerness” (1 Peter 5:1-2).   

(iii)  “For this reason I left you in Crete, that you would set in order what 

remains and appoint elders in every city as I directed you, namely, if any 

man is above reproach, the husband of one wife, having children who 

believe, not accused of dissipation or rebellion.  For the overseer (bishop) 

must be above reproach as God's steward, not self-willed, not quick-

tempered, not addicted to wine, not pugnacious, not fond of sordid gain” 

(Titus 1:5-7; cf. 1 Tim. 3:1-7).   

 (iv)  This eliminates the idea of episcopacy.   

 

b.  Second, that the local church is not ruled by the congregation.   

(i)  The congregation is to submit to the elders, not rule over them, “Obey 

your leaders and submit to them, for they keep watch over your souls as 

those who will give an account.  Let them do this with joy and not with 

grief, for this would be unprofitable for you” (Heb. 13:17).   

(ii)  This eliminates congregationalism.   

 

c.  Third, that the elders are entrusted with the authority to govern.   

(i)  “The elders who rule well are to be considered worthy of double honor, 

especially those who work hard at preaching and teaching” (1 Tim. 5:17).   

(ii)  See above 1 Peter 5:1-2, Acts 20:17, 28).   
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d.  Fourth, that there are to be a multiplicity of elders in each congregation.   

(i)  “When they had appointed elders for them in every church, having prayed 

with fasting, they commended them to the Lord in whom they had 

believed” (Acts 14:23).   

(ii)  “From Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called to him the elders of the 

church” (Acts 20:17).   

(iii)  “Paul and Timothy, bond-servants of Christ Jesus, to all the saints in 

Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, including the overseers and deacons:  

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ” 

(Phil. 1:1-2).   

(iv)  “For this reason I left you in Crete, that you would set in order what 

remains and appoint elders in every city as I directed you” (Titus 1:5).   

 

3.  How many offices are there in the church?   

a.  This denomination holds that there are three offices.   

(i)  Teaching elder:  “The elders who rule well are to be considered worthy of 

double honor, especially those who work hard at preaching and teaching” 

(1 Tim. 5:17).   

(ii)  Ruling elder:  See above 1 Tim. 5:17.   

(iii)  Deacon:  “servant, helper, minister.”   

(a)  “Deacons likewise must be men of dignity, not double-tongued, or 

addicted to much wine or fond of sordid gain, but holding to the 

mystery of the faith with a clear conscience” (1 Tim. 3:8-9).   

(b)  They were originally ordained in the church to help free the apostles 

from their ministry of mercy to devote themselves to the Word of God 

and prayer. “Now at this time while the disciples were increasing in 

number, a complaint arose on the part of the Hellenistic Jews against 

the native Hebrews, because their widows were being overlooked in the 

daily serving of food.  So the twelve summoned the congregation of the 

disciples and said, ‘It is not desirable for us to neglect the word of God 

in order to serve tables.  Therefore, brethren, select from among you 

seven men of good reputation, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom 

we may put in charge of this task.  But we will devote ourselves to 

prayer and to the ministry of the word.’  The statement found approval 

with the whole congregation; and they chose Stephen, a man full of 

faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, 

Parmenas and Nicolas, a proselyte from Antioch.  And these they 

brought before the apostles; and after praying, they laid their hands on 

them” (Acts 6:1-6).   

 

b.  Others hold there are only two.   

(i)  Elder:  “The elders who rule well are to be considered worthy of double 

honor, especially those who work hard at preaching and teaching” (1 Tim. 

5:17).   

(ii)  Deacon.   

 



3 

 

4.  What is Presbyterianism?   

a.  Local congregations ruled by elders.   

b.  Congregations united together in Presbyteries.   

c.  Presbyteries united together into a General Assembly.   

d.  The church is not only bound together in one body in Christ (Acts 9:31), but 

also organizationally (Acts 15).   

e.  This also forms a court of appeals.   

 

C.  What is a Reformed Church?   

1.  What are the two main theological camps with regard to man’s role in salvation?  

How do they differ?   

a.  Arminian:   

(i)  Believes God does one work of salvation for all.   

(ii)  Man makes the final decision.   

 

b.  Reformed:   

(i)  Believes God does one work of salvation for the elect.   

(ii)  God makes the final decision.   

 

2.  Prove that the Reformed view is correct.   

a.  What is man’s condition as he comes into the world?  Man is so completely 

affected by sin he can do nothing to save himself or receive the gift of 

salvation (Total Depravity).   

(i)  Man, by nature, is spiritually dead:   

(a)  “Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin my mother 

conceived me” (Ps. 51:5).   

(b)  “And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, in which you 

formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the 

prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the 

sons of disobedience.  Among them we too all formerly lived in the 

lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and 

were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest” (Eph. 2:1-3).   

 

(ii)  Because of this, he cannot submit to or please God, “The mind set on the 

flesh is hostile toward God; for it does not subject itself to the law of God, 

for it is not even able to do so, and those who are in the flesh cannot please 

God” (Rom. 8:7-8).   

(iii)  He cannot come to God to receive His gift of salvation on his own, “No 

one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will 

raise him up on the last day” (John 6:44).   

(iv)  God is not keeping him back; he doesn’t want to come, “For everyone 

who does evil hates the Light, and does not come to the Light for fear that 

his deeds will be exposed” (John 3:20).   

 

b.  If man is born dead in sin, how can he choose God?  He can’t:  God must 

choose who will be saved (Unconditional Election).   
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(i)  He chose those He would save in eternity, “He chose us in Him before the 

foundation of the world” (Eph. 1:4).   

(ii)  He didn’t chose us because we would be holy and blameless, but “that 

we would be holy and blameless before Him” (Eph. 1:4).   

(iii)  His choice had nothing to do with what we would do, but had purely to 

do with His good pleasure.   

(a)  God chose Jacob and rejected Esau before either were born, “And not 

only this, but there was Rebekah also, when she had conceived twins by 

one man, our father Isaac; for though the twins were not yet born and 

had not done anything good or bad, so that God's purpose according to 

His choice would stand, not because of works but because of Him who 

calls, it was said to her, ‘The older will serve the younger.’  Just as it is 

written, ‘Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated’” (Rom. 9:10-13).   

(b)  Our salvation doesn’t depend on our works – not even on our decision 

to believe, since we’re already seen we can’t choose to believe – but on 

God’s mercy alone, “So then it does not depend on the man who wills 

or the man who runs, but on God who has mercy” (Rom. 9:16).   

(c)  We do not choose, but we are chosen:   

(1)  “Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who reside as aliens, 

scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and 

Bithynia, who are chosen according to the foreknowledge of God 

the Father, by the sanctifying work of the Spirit, to obey Jesus Christ 

and be sprinkled with His blood:  May grace and peace be yours in 

the fullest measure” (1 Peter 1:1-2).   

(2)  “You did not choose Me but I chose you, and appointed you that 

you would go and bear fruit, and that your fruit would remain . . .” 

(John 15:16).   

(3)  “In love He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ 

to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will, to the praise 

of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the 

Beloved” (Eph. 1:4-6).   

 

(iv)  The Bible is also clear that God did not choose to save everyone.   

(a)  “Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated” (Rom. 9:13).   

(b)  “And if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he 

was thrown into the lake of fire” (Rev. 20:15).   

 

c.  If God didn’t choose to save everyone, why would He send His Son into the 

world to die for everyone (Universal Atonement)?  He didn’t:  God sent His 

Son into the world to die for those whom He chose (Limited/Definite 

Atonement).   

(i)  The angel told Joseph that Jesus came to save His people, “She will bear a 

Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from 

their sins” (Matt. 1:21).   

(ii)  Jesus said He was laying down His life for His sheep, “I am the good 

shepherd, and I know My own and My own know Me, even as the Father 
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knows Me and I know the Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep” 

(John 10:14-15).   

(iii)  Jesus said the unbelieving Jews were excluded from the sheep, “Jesus 

answered them, ‘I told you, and you do not believe; the works that I do in 

My Father’s name, these testify of Me.  But you do not believe because 

you are not of My sheep’” (John 10:25-26).   

(iv)  This is reflected in the fact that when He prayed, He prayed only for the 

sheep – for those who would believe in Him – “I ask on their behalf; I do 

not ask on behalf of the world, but of those whom You have given Me; for 

they are Yours” (John 17:9).   

(v)  Jesus actually took the place of His sheep on the cross; their sins were 

imputed to Him, and He died in their place, “He made Him who knew no 

sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of 

God in Him” (2 Cor. 5:21).   

(vi)  If He had done this for everyone, God would no longer have any 

grounds upon which to condemn them.  But the Bible tells us this is not 

the case, “But because of your stubbornness and unrepentant heart you are 

storing up wrath for yourself in the day of wrath and revelation of the 

righteous judgment of God, who will render to each person according to 

his deeds” (Rom. 2:5-6).   

 

d.  If man’s heart is dead in sin and unable to submit to or please God, why do 

any choose to come to Christ?  God applies the work of Christ to their hearts 

by His Spirit making them come willingly (Irresistible Grace).   

(i)  The Spirit must grant the new birth before we may enter into the kingdom 

of heaven, “Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, 

unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.’  Nicodemus 

said to Him, ‘How can a man be born when he is old?  He cannot enter a 

second time into his mother’s womb and be born, can he?’  Jesus 

answered, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the 

Spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.  That which is born of the 

flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit’” (John 3:3-6).   

(ii)  When the Spirit bestows the new birth, this is the Father’s granting the 

ability for us to come:  “‘It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits 

nothing; the words that I have spoken to you are spirit and are life.  But 

there are some of you who do not believe.’  For Jesus knew from the 

beginning who they were who did not believe, and who it was that would 

betray Him.  And He was saying, ‘For this reason I have said to you, that 

no one can come to Me unless it has been granted him from the Father’” 

(John 6:63-65).   

 

e.  If God chose whom He would save, sent His Son to die specifically for them, 

and sent His Spirit into their hearts to grant them the new birth giving them 

the ability to trust in Jesus, will He let them perish in the end?  Of course not.  

He will uphold His grace in them so that they will arrive safely in heaven 

(Perseverance/Preservation of the Saints).   



6 

 

(i)  Jesus tells us that He will never lose even one of His sheep, “This is the 

will of Him who sent Me, that of all that He has given Me I lose nothing, 

but raise it up on the last day.  For this is the will of My Father, that 

everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him will have eternal life, 

and I Myself will raise him up on the last day” (John 6:39-40).   

(ii)  He promises that not one of them will ever perish, “And I give eternal 

life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of 

My hand.  My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and 

no one is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand” (John 10:28-29).   

(iii)  He will complete the work He began, “For I am confident of this very 

thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day 

of Christ Jesus” (Phil. 1:6).   

(iv)  God will protect you by His power, “You, who are protected by the 

power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last 

time” (1 Pet. 1:4-5).   

(v)  He will preserve you, but in holiness and not in sin, “No one who is born 

of God practices sin, because His seed abides in him; and he cannot sin, 

because he is born of God.  By this the children of God and the children of 

the devil are obvious: anyone who does not practice righteousness is not of 

God, nor the one who does not love his brother” (1 John 3:9-10).   


