
“The Christian’s Primary Purpose”
(1 Corinthians 10:31; Psalm 73:25-26)

I.  Introduction.  
A.  We have been looking at the three offices of Christ from the Old Testament prophecies.  He has come and fulfilled

these.  
1.  As our Prophet, He reveals to us, by His Word and Spirit, the will of God for our salvation (SC 24).  
2.  As our Priest, He has offered Himself as a sacrifice to satisfy God’s justice, reconciled us to God and makes

continual intercession for us (SC 25).  
3.  As our King, He has subdued us to Himself, rules and defends us, and restrains and conquers His and our enemies

(SC 26).  

B.  What should our response be to Him?  
1.  What He made us for:  What is the chief end of man?  Man’s chief end is to glorify God and to enjoy Him forever

(SC 1).  
2.  We are to glorify God.  This is first in importance.  This is what we were made for.  This is what we were redeemed

for.  
3.  But the second is like it:  to enjoy Him forever – His presence, communion with Him.  Jesus said, “And this is eternal

life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You sent” (John 17:3).  

II.  Sermon.  
A.  Paul tells us that we are to glorify God in all things.  “Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the

glory of God.”  
1.  What does it mean to glorify God?  

a.  It means to honor Him as God.  
(i)  To acknowledge Him as God and our God.  
(ii)  To worship Him as your God.  

b.  It means to give Him the credit for all good things.  
(i)  “Every good thing bestowed and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with

whom there is no variation, or shifting shadow” (James 1:17).  
(ii)  “In everything give thanks; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus” (1 Thes. 5:18).  

c.  It means to do things in such a way that He receives the credit for it.  
(i)  “Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father

who is in heaven” (Matt. 5:16).  
(ii)  We are not to be drawing attention to ourselves and have others praise us.  
(iii)  Jesus said to the Jews, “How can you believe, when you receive glory from one another, and you do not seek

the glory that is from the one and only God” (John 5:44)?  
(iv)  The way we seek that glory is by glorifying Him.  

2.  This is what we were made for.  
(i)  We are not an end in ourselves.  
(ii)  We were created to give glory to God.  

(a)  All men to praise Him.  
(b)  Christians for His grace.  
(c)  Sinners in their destruction.  



3.  What are we to glorify Him in?  
a.  In the small things:  giving thanks for our daily food, eating things that will help us serve Him, taking care of

ourselves.  
b.  How much more then in the greater things:  trusting daily in His Son, obeying His commandments, worshiping

Him, helping our brothers in need, loving our neighbors and helping them to see their need of Christ.  
c.  In all things we are to honor Him by receiving whatever He sends with thankfulness and by obeying Him.  

B.  But the second purpose is to enjoy Him forever.  The psalmist writes, “Whom have I in heaven but You?  And besides
You, I desire nothing on earth.  My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion
forever” (Ps. 73:25-26).  
1.  To enjoy God means to love Him.  

a.  You can’t enjoy what you don’t desire.  
b.  I met someone once who thought that Christianity was believing the right doctrines and doing the right things, and

had nothing to do with the heart.  
(i)  What he had he has now lost.  
(ii)  This was all the Pharisees had, and they soon went astray.  

c.  Edwards, on the other hand, rightly pointed out that true religion was a matter of right affections:  it all boils down
to loving God.  
(i)  If you love God, you will desire communion with Him.  
(ii)  If you love the Father, you will love the Son:  “If God were your Father, you would love Me” (John 8:42).  
(iii)  Jesus says, “If you love Me, you will keep My commandments” (John 14:15).  
(iv)  True religion is a matter of the heart:  a heart set aflame with love and devotion to God by the Holy Spirit:

“For we through the Spirit, by faith, are waiting for the hope of righteousness.  For in Christ Jesus neither
circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything, but faith working through love” (Gal. 5:6).  

d.  If you desire to be with someone and spend time with him or her, then you know that you love them.  

2.  We are to love the Lord more than anything in heaven or earth.  
a.  More than the things in heaven:  loved ones who went before, more than angels, more than what we might expect

to receive in heaven, or being in heaven itself as opposed to hell.  God and Christ must be what makes heaven,
heaven for you.  

b.  More than the things on earth:  husband, wife, children, possessions, friends, property.  
(i)  “He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me; and he who loves son or daughter more

than Me is not worthy of Me” (Matt. 10:37).  
(ii)  “If anyone comes to Me, and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and

sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be My disciple” (Luke 14:26).  
(iii)  Our love for Him is to be so great, we desire nothing else in comparison.  
(iv)  The greatest commandment is to love the Lord our God with all our heart, mind, soul and strength (Mark

12:30).  We are not commanded to love anything or anyone else like this.  
(v)  If we love Him, we will enjoy Him.  
(vi)  And if we enjoy Him here below, we will have the full enjoyment of Him in heaven forever.  

3.  And so Christian, here is your chief or primary purpose in life:  glorify God and enjoy Him forever.  This is what you
were made for.  May God give you His Spirit that you may.  Amen.  
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