
”The Chief End of Man” 
(1 Corinthians 10:31; Ps. 73:25, 2 6 )  

Introduction: 
on this earth? Why God created you? What His purpose is for your 
life? These are questions that are good and proper that you should 
ask. For the past several months we have looked at the God of 
Scripture, the God of creation, the only true and living God. The 
next logical question we should ask is, ”What was the end in view 
for which God created us?” Did God make us so that we might 
pursue our own interests, amass great riches to ourselves, do some 
great feat that we would be remembered for by all people and for all 
time? No! God did not create man for that purpose. But God did 
have a purpose in creating us, and until that end is met, we will 
never have a fully satisfactory answer to the question of our 
existence. And what the Lord is saying to you in this passage 
tonight is, 

Have you ever wondered why you are here? Why you are 

The primary end for which God created you was that you might 
give honor to your Creator and enjoy blessed communion with Him 
throughout all eternity. 

I. You Were Created to Bring Glory/Honor to Your Creator. 
A. You Were Not Created that You Might Seek Your Own Glory. 

1.  Those who seek their own glory end in humiliation and ruin. 
a. Nebuchadnezzar sought his own glory when he said, 

”Is this not Babylon the great, which I myself have 
built as a royal residence by the might of my power 
and for the glory of my majesty? While the word was 
in the king’s mouth, a voice came from heaven, 
saying, ’King Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is declared: 
sovereignty has been removed from you, and you will 
be driven away from mankind, and your dwelling place 
will be with the beasts of the field. You will be 
given grass to eat like cattle, and seven periods of 
time will pass over you, until you recognize that 
the Most High is ruler over the realm of mankind, 
and bestows it on whomever He wishes’’ (Dan. 

(il He sought to glorify himself in his successes. 
But God taught him that He is the source of all 
authority and blessing and so worthy of glory. 

5: 30-32). 

(iil 

b. Didn’t Adam and Eve fall, bringing misery on the 
whole human race, because they sought pridefully to 
be like God, knowing good and evil, the same sin 
which brought about the demise of Lucifer? 
(il They thought they were winning a prize. 

(iil But they were cast out of paradise and brought 
about the damnation of countless millions. 

c. Yes, those who seek their own glory end in misery. 

2. Those who seek their own glory often bring reproach upon 
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their Maker. 
a. God purposed t o  destroy the children of Israel in  

the wilderness f o r  their sins, but Moses interceded 
and begged God not t o  destroy them because of what 
the E g y p t i a n s  would think of Him,  that He brought 
them out in to  the wilderness, only t o  destroy them 

(il The children of Israel decided that they would not 
(Exodus 32: 7-14). 

honor God by worshiping Him as He commanded. 
By their actions brought reproach upon God. 
But God did not justly destroy them so that His 
name would not be mocked. 

(iil 
(iiil 

b. God w i l l  not l e t  the actions of H i s  people bring 
dishonor upon H i s  name without vindicating Himself 
<Ezekiel 36: 16-23>. 
(il The people of the Lord often forsook Him. 

that might live according to the wickedness of 
their hearts . 

(iiil Because God is just, He punished them severely. 

(iil They went after gods of their own lusts, so 

(ivl But for the honor of His name, He did not 
utterly forsake them. 

c. When you seek your own glory, you bring reproach 
upon God. 

3. The Bible warns us that those who seek their own honor, 
do not honor the God who made them. 
a. Jesus s a i d ,  "How can you believe, when you receive 

glory from one another, and you do not seek the glory 
that i s  from the one and only God?" (John 5:44). 

the ant i thesis  of seeking that glory which comes 
from God. 

c. God s a i d ,  "Those who honor Me, I w i l l  honor, and 
those who despise Me w i l l  be l igh t l y  esteemed" (1  
Sam. 3: 30). 
(il 

b. To seek and receive the glory which i s  from m a n  i s  

The way to receive honor from God, is to give 
Him the honor that is His due. 

(iil But to not honor Him is to despise Him. Such 
will be but "lightly esteemed. " 

d .  I n  seeking t o  honor yourself ,  you are not honoring 
God. 

B.  But i f  You Are H i s ,  You W i l l  Seek t o  Glorify H i m  in  a l l  You 
D o ,  and you w i l l  honor H i m  in  the way that you do them. 
1 .  You will  seek t o  honor H i m  in  the Mundane Things of L i f e .  

a. E a t i n g  and drinking are the most routine and common 
things that you do. 
(il Life is full of a variety of decisions. 

(iil All have varying degrees of importance. 
(iiil But here, Paul is drawing attention to those 

activities that we might not give any thought to. 
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b. Even these are important to God and should be done 
with His honor in view. 
(il What you eat and drink can be very significant. 

should avoid because they tend to give you a 
headache, make you irritable, or in some way 
inhibit your ability to work and function 
well, they should be avoided. 
If there are foods that you know are bad for 
you, increase your weight, increase your risk 
of developing certain dangerous diseases, they 
should be limited or avoided altogether. 
You should seek to make your decisions as one 
who is a steward over the resources God has 
given you. 

(iil If you know that there are foods which you 

(iiil 

(ivl 

(vl IF SOMEONE PUTS YOU IN CHARGE OF HIS VERY 
EXPENSIVE, ONE-OF-A-KIND AUTOMOBILE, YOU WILL 
NOT FILL THE CRANKCASE WITH GLUE, AND PUT 
MOLASSES IN THE GAS TANK. EVEN SO YOU MUST 
NOT BE NEGLIGENT WITH THE LORD’S BODY. 

2. And if in the Mundane, How Much More in the Weightier 
Matters of Life. 
a. You make many decisions in life which are significant. 

(il Your choice of a profession in life. 
(a) Each of you will choose or have already 

(bl 
(cl Of course, you may not choose one which 

(dl You must choose the one in which you will 

(el 

chosen a vocation. 
What should be your criteria? 

Scripture forbids. 

best be able to glorify God. 
That will depend on your gifts and your 
God-given opportunities. 

(iil Your choice of a spouse. 
(a1 You know that God will not be glorified if 

you marry a non-Christian, for that is 
strictly forbidden by Scripture. 

(bl But there are other factors besides 
whether or not he or she is a Christian. 

(cl Will your marriage increase your ability 
to love and glorify God, or hinder you? 
That is the most important question. 

(iiil Your choice of what church to become a member of. 
(a) All churches are more or less pure in 

(bl 
(cl 

faith and life. 
There are no perfect churches. 
But you are bound to join with the church 
that you believe is the closest to 
Biblical doctrine and practice. 
In this way you may best glorify God. (dl 

b. But whatever the choice, everything that you do 
should be done with His honor singularly in view. 
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(il Not only the day to day matters of life. 
(iil But especially the many significant matters you 

must deal with. 
(iiil The above rank among the most important. 

c. This is what Jesus meant when He said that you ARE 
the light of the world. 
(il God has saved you and made you trophies of His 

grace to be displayed before angels and men. 

the God whose you are. 

such a way that they may see your good works, 
and glorify your Father who is in heaven”, not 
you! (Matt. 5: 16). 

reflecting His image, you are fulfilling the 
reason for which you were made, you are being 
lights in the world. 

(iil All that you do, therefore, will reflect upon 

(iiil Jesus said, ”Let your light shine before men in 

(ivl When you do things that honor God, you are 

(vl EVERY DECISION IN LIFE WILL EITHER HELP YOU OR 
HINDER YOU FROM GOD’S SERVICE. MAKE GOD-HONORING 
CHO I CES ! 

d. Make sure that the glory of God is your motivating force. 
God is not glorified by what you do unless it 
is your goal to do it for His glory [Hodge 
2 0 2 ) .  
(a) ”WHOEVER SPEAKS, LET HIM SPEAK, AS IT 

(il 

WERE, THE UTTERANCES OF GOD; WHOEVER 
SERVES, LET HIM DO SO AS BY THE STRENGTH 
WHICH GOD SUPPLIES; SO THAT IN ALL THINGS 
GOD MAY BE GLORIFIED THROUGH JESUS CHRIST, 
TO WHOM BELONGS THE GLORY AND DOMINION 
FOREVER AND EVER. AMEN” (1 Peter 4 : l l l .  

(b) ”AND WHATEVER YOU DO IN WORD OR DEED, DO 
ALL IN THE NAME OF THE LORD JESUS, GIVING 
THANKS THROUGH HIM TO GOD” [Col 3: 17 1 .  

(iil Let your own glory be forgotten. 
(iiil Let your eye be fixed singularly upon God. 
(ivl Let the promotion of His glory be your 

objective in ALL you do. 
(vl ”Strive in everything to act in such a way that 

men may praise that God whom you profess to 
serve” (Hodge 202 1 .  

OF YOUR LIVES. THIS IS YOUR CALLING. 
(vil DO THIS EVERY DAY, IN EVERYTHING, FOR THE REST 

e. This is the main difference between mere morality and 
true religion (Hodge 202). 
(il MORALITY is doing something good for good’s 

sake alone, or because we want to do something 
good for someone. 

something because God commands it and because 
it will bring honor to Him. 

(iil TRUE RELIGION, on the other hand, is doing 
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(iiil In many cases the actions will be the same, but 
the MOTIVATION makes all the difference. 

(ivl DO ALL THINGS FOR THE GLORY OF GOD! 

11. And Secondly, You Were Created That You Might Enjoy Comnion With 
Him Forever. 
A. God Created Man Out of a Desire to Share His Fullness. 

1.  God was perfectly blessed in and of Himself. 
a. God has existed in perfect blessedness from all 

b. He has everything He needs in Himself for His 
eternity. 

perfect enjoyment throughout all time and eternity. 
2. He did not need to create man to fulfill His needs. 

a. Not having any needs, there was nothing lacking in 
God for which He needed to create man. 

b. And man, being the finite, weak and sinful creature 
that he is, could not add to the blessedness of One 
who is infinitely blessed. 

3.  Rather, He created man to share His blessedness. 
a. We saw this in an earlier sermon. 
b. God did not create man, the world nor all things 

in it because He needed the creation to complete 
something that was lacking in Himself, rather God 
created man that He might share His blessedness 
with him. 
(il The creation was God’s desire to share his 

superabundance. 
He desired to permit creatures to enter His 
super-sufficiency [Gerstner 16). 

(iiil It was not because of a need of God to share 
this with someone that He did so. 
But because it was pleasing to Him to do so. 

(iil 

(ivl 

B. When Man En-zrs that Relationship for which He Was Made, God 
Becomes His Chief Delight for all Eternity. <Ps. 73: 25ff>. 
1.  Man was made for fellowship with God, but this is 

impossible for him since the Fall. 
a. MAN NOW, IN A STATE OF NATURE, HAS NO DESIRE FOR GOD. 
b. HE woum SOONER JUMP OFF A CLIFF OR PUT A GUN TO HIS 

HEAD THAN FELLOWSHIP WITH an. 

2. And now, it is only through Christ that man has any 
hope of enjoying fellowship with God. 
a. As Christians you know that Christ came that He 

might open a door of access to God for you. 
b. Christ, in fact, is that door, and there is no entry 

except through Him. 

3.  In Christ, you are restored to fellowship with God and 
renewed in the image of God. 
a. Your natural enmity is removed, and now you desire God. 
b. Your sins are justly paid for and your condemnation 

is removed. 
c. You are given a title to heaven and all of its 

blessings as one who has done all things perfectly, 
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in Christ. 
d. And you are daily being renewed into the image of 

the One who died for you through the power of the 
Spirit in the work of sanctification. 

4. And now with God's image restored in you, you again long 
for God, the living God, as your chief delight. 
a. The Christian's desire is to know the One who gave 

Himself for you. 
"BUT WHATEVER THINGS WERE GAIN TO ME, THOSE THINGS I 
HAVE COUNTED AS LOSS FOR THE SAUE OF CHRIST. MORE 
THAN THAT, I COUNT ALL THINGS TO BE LOSS IN VIEW OF 
THE SURPASSING VALUE OF KNOWING CHRIST JESUS MY 
LORD, FOR WHOM I HAVE SUFFERED THE LOSS OF ALL 

MAY GAIN CHRIST, . . . (Phil. 3:7-8) .  
THINGS, AND COUNT THEM BUT RUBBISH IN ORDER THAT I 

(il Are you counting all things loss for Christ? 
(iil Are you seeking to know Him much more intimately? 

b. The Christian desires to know the law of God and to 
frame his life according to it. 
"0 HOW I LOVE THY LAW! IT IS MY MEDITATION ALL THE 
DAY" (Ps. 119:97) .  
(il 
(iil 

Do you love God's word? 
Are you seeking to know it better and to live 
according to it with all your strength? 

c. The Christian has no greater delight than to please 
God and live for His glory. 

WILL COME TO YOU. PLEASE RECEIVE INSTRUCTION FROM 

IF YOU RETURN TO THE ALMIGHTY, YOU WILL BE RESTORED; 
IF YOU REMOVE UNRIGHTEOUSNESS FAR FROM YOUR TENT, 

OPHIR AMONG THE STONES OF THE BROOKS, THEN THE 

FOR THEN YOU WILL DELIGHT IN THE ALMIGHTY, AND LIFT 
UP YOUR FACE TO GOD" (Job 22:21-26; Eliphaz to Job). 
(il Can you say with the Psalmist, "AS THE DEER 

"YIELD NOW AND BE AT PEACE WITH HIM; THEREBY Goon 

HIS MOUTH, AND ESTABLISH HIS WORDS IN YOUR HEART. 

AND PLACE YOUR GOLD IN THE DUST, AND THE GoLn OF 

ALMIGHTY WILL BE YOUR GOLD AND CHOICE SILVER TO YOU. 

PANTS FOR THE WATER BROOKS, SO MY SOUL PANTS 
FOR THEE, 0 GOD. MY SOUL THIRSTS FOR GOD, FOR 
THE LIVING GOD; WHEN SHALL I COME AND APPEAR 
BEFORE GOD?" (Ps. 42: 1-2 1.  

(iil If so then your soul is safe with God. 
(iiil If not, then you must seek God while He may be 

found, and call upon Him while He is near! 

5. Lastly, this blessed fellowship will endure as long as 
God does, eternally. 
a. All of your life on this earth is preparation for 

b. As you become more and more like Him, you are being 

c. If you do not love the things of the Lord here, and 

living eternally with God. 

fitted for your heavenly dwelling. 

do not desire to serve Him and to fellowship with 
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the saints of light, you will not desire it there 
either. 

d. People of God, you were made for Him, to bring glory 
and honor to Him, and to enjoy Him in this life and 
forever. 

honor Him in all that you do? 

delight in this world? 

e. Are you truly living for His glory and seeking to 

f. Are God and the things of His truly your chief 

g. Do your actions and affections demonstrate this? 
h. If God is not your chief delight in the here and now, 

i. Call upon God to work His grace in your lives, and 
neither will He be in the hereafter. 

live for Him alone today and to the day of eternity. 
Amen! 


