
”The Breadth of the Commandments, Part 6” 
(Matthew 5: 21-22) 

Introduction: The Law is holy, righteous, and good. It reflects the 
holiness of God like a mirror. It is that which our Lord Jesus submitted to 
because it was already His nature and His delight to fulfill it. Because it 
does reflect the holiness of God and of His Christ, it is also able to teach 
us what God is like, and what it is that He requires before we or anyone 
else may dwell in His holy presence. The apostle Paul wrote, ”THEREFORE THE 
LAW HAS BECOME OUR TUTOR TO LEAD US TO CHRIST, THAT WE MIGHT BE JUSTIFIED BY 
FAITH” (Gal. 3: 24).  When we were outside of Christ, the Law was the 
standard by which we were measured to determine whether or not we were fit 
to enter into heaven. Our conscience was like a police officer who was 
constantly watching us day and night to see whether or not we were keeping 
that Law. Whenever we broke any of the commandments, the officer was there 
to cite us. And since we broke the commandments every day, all day long, he 
was constantly our companion, furiously writing citations, trying to keep up 
with our lawbreaking. But this created a problem for us. God, who is the 
Judge of all men, requires that we have a perfect record before we may enter 
His heaven. Because of our lawlessness, not to mention the fact that we 
were conceived with a bad record, we were forever excluded from heaven. 

But the Judge sent His Son to keep the Law perfectly and to pay the 
penalty for all the citations of His people. He was able to bring us to God 
through His perfect work of redemption. And He even granted to us the grace 
to receive that redemption through faith in His name. Now, when we stand 
before the Judge, He no longer condemns us, but now receives us openly with 
joy. And not only does He rejoice to welcome us, but He has also adopted us 
into His family, and we enjoy all of the blessings of the sons of God. But 
even though we are His sons and daughters now in Christ, this does not mean 
that the Law no longer serves any purpose in our lives. Yes, we are no 
longer under its curse. Yes, we no longer have to keep it to earn our 
salvation. But now it becomes our rule of conduct, the family code. Now we 
are to keep it to show our thankfulness to God. The Law pointed us to 
Christ that we might be justified by faith in His name. But Christ points 
us back to the Law in order that we might grow in sanctification, that we 
might become more like our glorious Savior, that we might put on the Lord 
Jesus Christ. So then, the Law is holy and righteous and good. And it is 
something which is still very much a part of our lives. 

apply it. Tonight, Matthew 5:21-22 gives to us still further insight into 
these very important questions. And what I want you to see is, 

Because it is, we have been seeking to understand it and learning how to 

When the Law commands or forbids anything, all of the same kinds of 
duties are commanded and all of the same kinds of sin are forbidden. 

I The Same Kinds of Sins and Duties Are All Included in Each Commandment. 
A. There Are Many Sins and Duties Which Can Be Put Together in Groups 

because of Their Similarities. 
1. This is the way, after all, that God has made our minds to work. 

We like to put things into different categories according to the 
way in which they are similar. 
a. For instance, we like to put similar objects into certain 

b. If you look around the room, you would notice at least seven 
cat egori es. 
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different styles of chairs. And yet you don’t call them all 
by different names, but you call them all chairs, because 
they all share certain similar characteristics. 

c. The same is true of many other things. We call objects with 
a large flat surface and four legs, tables. We call box 
shaped metal objects with four wheels, cars. We even call 
all creatures which have two arms, two legs, and which walk 
upright, man. 

describing things if we can group them together. 
d. It helps us to learn. It gives to us a short-cut way of 

2. The same is true in the area of the commandments as well. God 
has given to us 10 Commandments which are representative of 
every duty commanded or of every sin forbidden. 
a. This principle is clearly seen in Matthew 5:21-22. 

(i) Jesus said, ”YOU HAVE HEARD THAT THE ANCIENTS WERE 
TOLD, ’YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT MURDER’ AND ’WHOEVER 
COMMITS MURDER SHALL BE LIABLE TO THE COURT.’ BUT I 
SAY TO YOU THAT EVERYONE WHO IS ANGRY WITH HIS BROTHER 

TO HIS BROTHER, ’RAGA,’ SHALL BE GUILTY BEFORE THE 

BE GUILTY ENOUGH TO GO INTO THE FIERY HELL.” 
Jesus is not here giving a new interpretation of the 
commandment as opposed to how God meant it. Rather, He 
is correcting the understanding of the ancients. 

(iii) He is explaining what the sixth commandment actually 
meant. It not only prohibited murder, but it also 
prohibited other sins which were of the same kind as 
murder, namely, anger, and the fruits of anger, which 
includes different degrees of abusive speech, as well 
as actual murder. 

SHALL BE GUILTY BEFORE THE COURT; AND WHOEVER SHALL SAY 

SUPREME COURT; AND WHOEVER SHALL SAY, ’YOU FOOL,’ SHALL 

(ii) 

b. Just a few verses later, we find another example. 
(i) Jesus said in w. 27-28, ”YOU HAVE HEARD THAT IT WAS 

SAID, ’YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT ADULTERY;’ BUT I SAY TO 
YOU, THAT EVERYONE WHO LOOKS ON A WOMAN TO LUST FOR HER 
HAS COMMITTED ADULTERY WITH HER ALREADY IN HIS HEART’.’’ 

seventh commandment, not giving it a new meaning. It 
was wrong to lust after a woman in the Old Covenant, as 
well as in the new. This is not to say that our Lord 
never made new commandments, or removed old ones, this 
is just to say that that is not what He is doing here. 

(iii) But again, not only the act of adultery is forbidden, 
but also the sinful act of sexual lust. It is a sin 
which is of the same kind as adultery. 
When we couple this together with the New Testament 
prohibition against fornication, which is any kind of 
unlawful sexual intercourse, as well as those same 
prohibitions in the Old Testament against sodomy, 
homosexuality, bestiality, and sexual relations among 
the unmarried, we see that the seventh commandment 
against adultery carries with it the prohibition of all 
forms of sexual sin. 

(ii) Again, Jesus is explaining the true meaning of the 

(iv) 

(v) And what is true of these is true of the other 
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commandments as well. Each commandment encompasses all 
the same kinds of prohibitions or duties. 

B. Here The Commandments Really Begin to Broaden and You Can Easily See 
How Everything that You Need to Know to Glorify God in All Areas of 
Life Can Be Included in the Commandments. 
1.  When you realize that the Commandments are more like categories 

than specific commands, then you begin to see how far reaching 
they really are. 
a. Again, they are like chapter headings, rather than one 

sentence chapters, or perhaps more accurately, they are like 
book titles which cover a vast area of ethics. 

how we should live to reflect the goodness, righteousness 
and holiness of God in that area of life. 

b. Each commandment contains a book’s worth of information on 

2. Remember, they encompass everything you need to know to do 
everything you do to the glory and honor of God. 

11. But Not Only Are the Same Kinds of Sin Forbidden and Duties Required in 
Each Commandment, The Things Which Contribute To Them Are Commanded Or 
Forbidden as Well. 
A. Nothing Lives or Exists in a Vacuum. Everything Has Something Which 

Contributes to It in Some Way or Another, Except for God Himself. 
1.  All things that are in some way depend on something else. 

a. The green grass and the colorful flowers depend upon the 

b. The rivers depend upon the streams, and the streams upon the 

c. 

rain and the sunshine which fall on them to live and grow. 

rain and snow to feed them. 
You children depend upon your parents to give you food, 
clothing and shelter, as well as instruction and discipline 
to cause you to live and to grow. 

d. You parents depend upon your health and strength and your 
ability to work to supply for the needs of your family. 

e. And of course, all of you depend upon the goodness of God to 
supply you with your daily necessities, even with your daily 
breath to do these things. 

If He were to withdraw all of His benefits, we would all 
certainly cease to be. 

f. God is the One who graciously supplies all of these needs. 

2. God is the only One that is completely independent. 
a. He stands in need of nothing from anyone. 
b. He existed before all things. He has always been. But the 

creation has not. 
could not have been the eternally blessed God. 

If He had needed anything from us, He 

c. God doesn’t need anything, but He contributes everything. 

B. The Same Is True in the Area of Duty. There Are Those Things Which 
Contribute to Their Fulfillment, or Hinder Them as Well. 
1.  There is not only the commandment itself, there are also those 

things which bring about their fulfillment or their failure. 
And since these things largely determine whether or not we will 
be able to do what God commands, we are to see them as included 
in the commandments as well. 

2. First, there are those things which help or hinder your 
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3 .  

obedience to them. 
a. The author to the Hebrews tells us, ”AND LET US CONSIDER HOW 

TO STIMULATE ONE ANOTHER TO LOVE AND GOOD DEEDS, NOT 
FORSAUING OUR OWN ASSEMBLING TOGETHER, WHICH IS THE HABIT OF 

SEE THE DAY DRAWING NEAR” (10: 24-25). 
SOME, BUT ENCOURAGING ONE ANOTHER; AND ALL THE MORE, AS YOU 

b. On the other hand, Paul writes, ”LET US NOT BECOME BOASTFUL, 
PROVOKING ONE ANOTHER, ENVYING ONE ANOTHER” (Gal. 5: 26), and 
”FATHERS, DO NOT PROVOKE YOUR CHILDREN TO ANGER” (Col. 3: 21 ). 

c. These passages tell us that you and I can become a help or a 
hindrance to obedience. We can help stir up our brethren 
to do what is good and right in God’s sight, or we can 
provoke one another into doing that which is evil. 
Would you like your brethren to help you keep God’s 
commandments? Would you like it if your neighbor never put 
a stumbling block in your way? Then you ought to do the 
same for them. Jesus said, ”THEREFORE, HOWEVER YOU WANT 

THE PROPHETS” (Matt. 7:12). You are called to do everything 
in your power to help others keep the commandments, rather 
than putting a stumbling block in their way to trip them up. 

e. You are to encourage your brethren to treat the name of God 
as holy by treating it as holy yourself. 

f. You are to help them not to become angry by not spreading 
any rumors which might provoke them to anger as well. 

g. You are to promote their moral purity by wearing modest 
clothing and by keeping away from lude or suggestive speech. 

h. You are to promote your neighbors ability to glorify God by 
seeking to bring them the Gospel and by showing them the 
beauty of holiness in your own life. 

people as possible by provoking them to love and good deeds, 
and never provoking them to evil. 
When I worked as a custodian while I was going through 
school, there was one man on the crew who loved to set the 
other crew members off. 
source of bitterness or anger to them, that would be what he 
would talk about. He was like a little demon who appears 
and whispers something in the ear of his victim, and then 
stands back to watch the results. Once the fireworks began, 
he would slowly move out of the way, smile that he had 
accomplished his purpose, and then leave the room, happy 
that he had gotten the results that he wanted. 

anyone to sin! Rather, provoke them to love and good deeds. 

d. 

PEOPLE TO TREAT YOU, SO TREAT THEM, FOR THIS IS THE LAW AND 

i. In short, you are to try and do as much good to as many 

j. 

If he knew a something which was a 

k. But God calls this sin! Don’t you be guilty of provoking 

Second, there are those situations which provide opportunities 
for obedience or give opportunities for disobedience. You are 
to seek out for yourself and provide opportunities for others to 
obey God’s Word, and you are to avoid seeking or providing 
opportunities for sin. 
a. For instance, it is easier to pray, read the Word, worship, 

serve the Lord, and evangelize when you are among brethren 
who want to do the same. 
(i) A church full of brethren who are filled with the 

Spirit of God rather than the spirit of the world 
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would be a wonderful blessing to anyone, far above 
anything else in the world. 

there are very few. 

yourself, and it is your duty to promote it where you 
are by your own commitment to godliness. 

(ii) Not every church is like that. As a matter of fact 

(iii) But it is your duty to seek out such an environment for 

b. But there are also those opportunities for sin that you must 
avoid. Anything, anyone, or any place which tempts you to 
sin must be carefully avoided. 

If David had gone out to war with the kings of the land 
and had not been on his roof top gazing at the houses 
below him, he may never have lusted after Bathsheba, 
committed adultery with her, and then had her husband 
Uriah murdered. 
If Lot had not pitched his tent toward Sodom and 
Gomorrah, he may never have ended up in that sinful 
city, on account of which he was forcibly removed by 
the angels, lost his wife as they were leaving, and 
ended up committing involuntary incest with both of his 
daugh t ers . 
There are weaknesses in your life as well which must be 
carefully watched. You know that as long as you 
indulge them, you are setting yourself up for a fall. 
You must stay away from those places where you know 
that your weaknesses will be exploited and you will 
be tempted to sin. If you’re tempted by alcohol, stay 
away from places which sell and serve it. If you’re 
tempted by pornography, stay away from places where it 
is viewed or sold. 
You must stay away from people who cause you to sin. 
”DO NOT BE DECEIVED, BAD COMPANY CORRUPTS GOOD MORALS’’ 
( 1  Cor. 15:33). If you have a friend that is 
constantly trying to get you to do what is wrong, stay 
away from them. 
You must do your best to avoid compromising situations, 
and you must never allow yourself to place anyone else 
in those situations as well. 

4. Lastly, you must seek to put on a righteous appearance and avoid 
an evil appearance. 
a. You must avoid all appearances of evil. 

(i) Sometimes this is unavoidable. Jesus sat and ate with 
t ax-col 1 ect ors and sinners, and His cri tics expl oi t ed i t . 
But what He was doing was not sinful, but righteous. 
When Donna and I were at Calvary Chapel, as a home 
fellowship we went down to some of the worst parts of 
town to witness in front of bars to pimps, prostitutes, 
and bouncers, and in front of adult bookstores to those 
embroiled in sexual lust. We even did drama and 
witnessed one on one inside of a bar at San Diego State 
University. Perhaps what we were doing appeared evil 
to those who didn’t know what we were doing. 

(ii) 

(iii) The appearance of evil may not always be avoided, but to 
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the best of your ability, you should avoid anything that 
would smear your reputation. Solomon wrote, ”A GOOD NAME 
IS TO BE MORE DESIRED THAN GREAT RICHES” (Prov. 22: 1 ). 

especially concerned that you don’t bring reproach on His 
name. 

(iv) And, as you name the name of Christ, you should be 

b. On the other hand, you must do all that you can to promote 
the appearance of a godly lifestyle. 

You are not to be a hypocrite and put forth a shell or 
veneer of Christianity if your heart is really 
blackened by sin. The Pharisees loved to do their 
works to be seen of men. Jesus said that they were 
like white-washed sepulchers which are beautiful on the 
outside, but inwardly are full of dead men’s bones. 
But, if you are Christ’s, you are to live in a way that 
is proper for a Christian. Remember Christ said, ”LET 
YOU LIGHT SHINE BEFORE MEN IN SUCH A WAY THAT THEY MAY 

HEAVEN” (Matt. 5:16). Christ let the light of His 
righteous shine in such a way that the Father would be 
glorified, ”THE WORUS WHICH THE FATHER HAS GIVEN ME TO 

THAT THE FATHER HAS SENT ME” (John 5:36). Paul lived in 
such a way that Christ would be glorified. The churches 
in Judea, before they had seen Paul, ”KEPT HEARING, ’HE 
WHO ONCE PERSECUTED US IS NOW PREACHING THE FAITH WHICH 
HE ONCE TRIED TO DESTROY. ’” Paul said, ”AND THEY WERE 
GLORIFYING GOD BECAUSE OF ME” (Gal. 1 : 23-24). 
You too are to shine forth the light of godliness. You 
are to beautify the Gospel of Christ by speaking of it 
from lips sweetened with grace and a life bringing 
forth its fruits. You are not only to lay claim to 
doing what God commands, it must also be visible in 
your life to all around you. 
And so, people of God, understand that the commandments 
embrace all of the duties and sins which are of the same 
kind. They are broader than what may appear on the 
surface. They are not like a single fishing line cast 
into the sea to catch a single fish, but like a great net 
which is able to encompass a whole school of fish. They 
cover not only the duties and prohibitions themselves, 
but also every single thing that contributes to your 
keeping of them. May the Lord continue to open your eyes 
to their truth and righteousness that you might see the 
light that they give to keep your feet on God’s path of 
holiness. Amen. 

SEE YOUR Goon WORUS, AND GLORIFY YOUR FATHER WHO IS IN 

ACCOMPLISH, THE VERY WORKS THAT I no, BEAR WITNESS OF ME, 


