
“Eschatology” 

(Part 6:  The Book of Revelation, Introduction) 

 

 

 

III.  The Book of Revelation.   

A.  Introduction.   

1.  There are several views regarding what the book of Revelation actually teaches.   

a.  The Historic view – which teaches that the book outlines in a linear fashion the events 

that take place in the history of the church between the first and second coming – was 

popular during the Reformation and Puritan eras.   

b.  The Futurist view, represented by such authors as John Walvoord and Charles Ryrie – 

that the events described are yet future, correlate with the seventieth week of Daniel’s 

prophecy, and are primarily meant for Israel, but come upon the whole world – is held 

by most Premillennialists today (Dispensational).   

c.  The Idealist futurist view, represented by William Hendriksen – that the events outlined 

in the book of Revelation are a series of seven cycles, each covering the time frame 

between the first and second comings of Christ, but describing events in a symbolic way 

with ever increasing intensity – is perhaps the majority view of Amillennialists today.   

d.  The Preterist view (from the Latin word praeter, which means past, beyond) – which 

sees the book as entirely fulfilled, describing events that took place at the destruction of 

Jerusalem and the Temple in AD 70 – is held by only a handful today.   

e.  The Partial or Moderate Preterist view – sees the majority of the book as having been 

fulfilled in AD 70, but recognizes that portions of it (such as the Second Coming of 

Christ, the Cosmic Renewal, and the Final Judgment) are yet future – is held by many 

Postmillennialists today.   

 

2.  Overview of the Moderate Preterist view.   

a.  The book is a prophetic communication from Christ:  Chapter 1.   

b.  It is addressed to seven historical churches:  Chapters 2-3.   

c.  It was meant:   

(i)  To warn them of God’s coming judgment on the Jews:  Chapters 4-19.   

(ii)  To explain to them the course of events in general during the time between Christ’s 

First and Second Comings:  Chapter 20:1-10.   

(iii)  To warn them that the Final Judgment would follow:  Chapter 20:11-15.   

(iv)  And to encourage them of the blessings that all who followed Jesus would receive 

in the New Heavens and Earth:  Chapters 21-22.   

 

d.  The first 19 chapters of the book have been fulfilled; we’re in the time frame mentioned 

in Revelation 20:1-10; and 20:11-22:21 are yet future.   

 

B.  Audience, Character, Purpose and Date.   

1.  Audience:  The book of Revelation is addressed to seven historical churches:   

a.  “John to the seven churches that are in Asia:  Grace to you and peace, from Him who is 

and who was and who is to come, and from the seven Spirits who are before His throne, 
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and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the 

kings of the earth” (1:4-5).   

b.  “I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and I heard behind me a loud voice like the sound 

of a trumpet, saying, ‘Write in a book what you see, and send it to the seven churches:  

to Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamum and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to 

Philadelphia and to Laodicea’” (1:10-11; Cf. chapters 2-3).   

c.  “I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things for the churches.  I am the 

root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star” (22:16).   

d.  The events of this book would directly impact them.   

 

2.  Character:  It is an unveiling, written to be understood.   

a.  The book is called a revelation or apocalypse (uncovering, disclosing, revealing 

[Friberg]).   

b.  It was meant to reveal God’s plan, not to hide it, so they might be ready.   

(i)  “Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of the prophecy, and heed 

the things which are written in it; for the time is near” (1:3).   

(ii)  “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches” (2:7; cf. vv. 

11, 17, etc.).   

(iii)  “Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of the prophecy, and heed 

the things which are written in it; for the time is near” (1:3).   

(iv)  “And behold, I am coming quickly.  Blessed is he who heeds the words of the 

prophecy of this book” (22:7).   

 

3.  Purpose:  What does the book actually reveal?   

a.  Troublesome times were ahead.   

(i)  “Do not fear what you are about to suffer.  Behold, the devil is about to cast some of 

you into prison, so that you will be tested, and you will have tribulation for ten days.  

Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life” (2:10).   

(ii)  “But I have this against you, that you tolerate the woman Jezebel, who calls herself 

a prophetess, and she teaches and leads My bond-servants astray so that they commit 

acts of immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols.  I gave her time to repent, and 

she does not want to repent of her immorality.  Behold, I will throw her on a bed of 

sickness, and those who commit adultery with her into great tribulation, unless they 

repent of her deeds” (vv. 20-22).   

(iii)  “Because you have kept the word of My perseverance, I also will keep you from 

the hour of testing, that hour which is about to come upon the whole world, to test 

those who dwell on the earth” (3:10).   

 

b.  These events were near (not 2000 years off, but close at hand).   

(i)  “The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show to His bond-

servants, the things which must soon take place” (1:1).   

(ii)  “Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of the prophecy, and heed 

the things which are written in it; for the time is near” (1:3).   

(iii)  “And he said to me, ‘These words are faithful and true’; and the Lord, the God of 

the spirits of the prophets, sent His angel to show to His bond-servants the things 

which must soon take place” (22:6).   
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(iv)  “And behold, I am coming quickly” (v. 7).   

(v)  “Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to render to every man 

according to what he has done” (v. 12).   

(vi)  “He who testifies to these things says, ‘Yes, I am coming quickly.’  Amen.  Come, 

Lord Jesus” (v. 20).   

 

c.  John was warning them about the Tribulation.   

(i)  It had actually already begun, “I, John, your brother and fellow partaker in the 

tribulation and kingdom and perseverance which are in Jesus, was on the island 

called Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus” (1:9).  (NB:  

“The tribulation”).   

(ii)  The Lord had begun His judgment against the Jews for their betrayal and murder of 

His Son and for killing His prophets:   

(a)  “When the Lamb broke the fifth seal, I saw underneath the altar the souls of 

those who had been slain because of the word of God, and because of the 

testimony which they had maintained; and they cried out with a loud voice, 

saying, ‘How long, O Lord, holy and true, will You refrain from judging and 

avenging our blood on those who dwell on the earth?’  And there was given to 

each of them a white robe; and they were told that they should rest for a little 

while longer, until the number of their fellow servants and their brethren who 

were to be killed even as they had been, would be completed also” (Rev. 6:9-11).  

(NB:  The Greek word translated “earth” can also mean “land”, i.e. the land of 

Palestine).   

(b)  This is what Jesus warned the Jews during His earthly ministry He would do:   

(1)  “‘But when the vine-growers saw the son, they said among themselves, “This 

is the heir; come, let us kill him and seize his inheritance.”  They took him, and 

threw him out of the vineyard and killed him.  Therefore when the owner of 

the vineyard comes, what will he do to those vine-growers?’  They said to 

Him, ‘He will bring those wretches to a wretched end, and will rent out the 

vineyard to other vine-growers who will pay him the proceeds at the proper 

seasons.’  Jesus said to them, ‘Did you never read in the Scriptures, “The stone 

which the builders rejected, this became the chief corner stone; this came about 

from the Lord, and it is marvelous in our eyes’?  Therefore I say to you, the 

kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people, producing 

the fruit of it.  And he who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; but on 

whomever it falls, it will scatter him like dust’” (Matt. 21:38-44).   

(2)  “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!  For you build the tombs of 

the prophets and adorn the monuments of the righteous, and say, ‘If we had 

been living in the days of our fathers, we would not have been partners with 

them in shedding the blood of the prophets.’  So you testify against yourselves, 

that you are sons of those who murdered the prophets.  Fill up, then, the 

measure of the guilt of your fathers.  You serpents, you brood of vipers, how 

will you escape the sentence of hell?  Therefore, behold, I am sending you 

prophets and wise men and scribes; some of them you will kill and crucify, and 

some of them you will scourge in your synagogues, and persecute from city to 

city, so that upon you may fall the guilt of all the righteous blood shed on 
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earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah, the son of 

Berechiah, whom you murdered between the temple and the altar.  Truly I say 

to you, all these things will come upon this generation.  Jerusalem, Jerusalem, 

who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! How often I 

wanted to gather your children together, the way a hen gathers her chicks 

under her wings, and you were unwilling. Behold, your house is being left to 

you desolate!” (Matt. 23:29-38).  (NB:  Jesus said this judgment would fall on 

“this generation”, those Jews who rejected Him).   

 

4.  Date:  When was the book written?  Just prior to AD 70.   

a.  John’s warning to the churches regarding the Tribulation – that it was near, that it had 

in some senses already begun – argues for a date prior to AD 90 (the traditional dating 

of the book), since there was really nothing of great consequence that took place soon 

after that date.   

b.  The book was written while the Temple was still standing.   

(i)  “Then there was given me a measuring rod like a staff; and someone said, ‘Get up 

and measure the temple of God and the altar, and those who worship in it.  Leave out 

the court which is outside the temple and do not measure it, for it has been given to 

the nations; and they will tread under foot the holy city for forty-two months’” 

(11:1).   

(ii)  This is the “temple of God” that was in the “holy city.”  John’s readers would have 

understood this as the temple in Jerusalem.  If Revelation had been written after AD 

70, the temple would already have been destroyed.   

 

c.  The book was written when the sixth king was ruling.   

(i)  “And the angel said to me, ‘Why do you wonder?  I will tell you the mystery of the 

woman and of the beast that carries her, which has the seven heads and the ten horns. 

. . .  Here is the mind which has wisdom.  The seven heads are seven mountains on 

which the woman sits, and they are seven kings; five have fallen, one is, the other 

has not yet come; and when he comes, he must remain a little while” (17:9-10).   

(ii)  If Gentry is correct, this would have been Caesar Nero, who reigned from AD 54-

68.   

 

d.  The purpose of the Tribulation argues for a date prior to AD 70.   

(i)  It’s purpose was to prepare the churches for the coming of Christ in judgment 

against unbelieving Israel, “Behold, He is coming with the clouds, and every eye will 

see Him, even those who pierced Him; and all the tribes of the earth will mourn over 

Him.  So it is to be.  Amen” (1:7).   

(ii)  This is the theme of Matthew 24, where we see the same prediction of Christ 

coming on the clouds, “And then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, 

and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man 

coming on the clouds of the sky with power and great glory” (24:30).   

(iii)  AD 70 is when the Lord brought that judgment; the book, therefore, must have 

been written just prior to it.   


