
“Eschatology” 

(Part 11:  The Book of Revelation – The Trumpet Judgments) 

 

 

 

III.  The Book of Revelation.   

G.  The Trumpet Judgments (the seventh seal):  “When the Lamb broke the seventh 

seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an hour.  And I saw the seven 

angels who stand before God, and seven trumpets were given to them.  Another 

angel came and stood at the altar, holding a golden censer; and much incense was 

given to him, so that he might add it to the prayers of all the saints on the golden 

altar which was before the throne.  And the smoke of the incense, with the prayers 

of the saints, went up before God out of the angel’s hand.  Then the angel took the 

censer and filled it with the fire of the altar, and threw it to the earth; and there 

followed peals of thunder and sounds and flashes of lightning and an earthquake.  

And the seven angels who had the seven trumpets prepared themselves to sound 

them” (8:1-6).   

1.  The trumpets review and intensify the seals:  the destruction is increased from one-

fourth (6:8) to one-third (8:7-12).   

a.  Judgment begins with an earthquake, followed by the seven trumpets:   

(i)  “The first sounded, and there came hail and fire, mixed with blood, and they 

were thrown to the earth; and a third of the earth was burned up, and a third of 

the trees were burned up, and all the green grass was burned up.  The second 

angel sounded, and something like a great mountain burning with fire was 

thrown into the sea; and a third of the sea became blood, and a third of the 

creatures which were in the sea and had life, died; and a third of the ships 

were destroyed.  The third angel sounded, and a great star fell from heaven, 

burning like a torch, and it fell on a third of the rivers and on the springs of 

waters.  The name of the star is called Wormwood; and a third of the waters 

became wormwood, and many men died from the waters, because they were 

made bitter.  The fourth angel sounded, and a third of the sun and a third of 

the moon and a third of the stars were struck, so that a third of them would be 

darkened and the day would not shine for a third of it, and the night in the 

same way” (8:7-12).   

(ii)  James Moffatt, in his commentary on the book of Revelation, writes, 

“Portents of this abnormal nature are recorded for the seventh decade of the 

first century by Roman historians. . . . Volcanic phenomena . . . in the Egean 

archipelago . . . are in the background of this description, and of others 

throughout the book; features such as the disturbance of islands and the 

mainland, showers of stones, earthquakes, the sun obscured by a black mist of 

ashes, and the moon reddened by volcanic dust, were the natural 

consequences of eruption in some marine volcano, and there – adjoining 

Patmos – was in a state of more or less severe eruption during the first 

century” (Expositor’s, 5:404).   

(iii)  The first four plagues are reminiscent of those the Lord inflicted on Egypt at 

the time of the Exodus:  hail, fire, blood, darkness, death.   
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(a)  Jerusalem receives the plagues on Egypt since she has become the same 

spiritually, “And their dead bodies will lie in the street of the great city 

which mystically is called Sodom and Egypt, where also their Lord was 

crucified” (11:8).   

(b)  She has degenerated into a synagogue of Satan:   

(1)  “I know your tribulation and your poverty (but you are rich), and the 

blasphemy by those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a 

synagogue of Satan” (2:9).   

(2)  “Behold, I will cause those of the synagogue of Satan, who say that 

they are Jews and are not, but lie – I will make them come and bow 

down at your feet, and make them know that I have loved you” (3:9).   

 

(c)  God’s people are called to come out of her that they might escape her 

plagues:  “I heard another voice from heaven, saying, ‘Come out of her, my 

people, so that you will not participate in her sins and receive of her 

plagues; for her sins have piled up as high as heaven, and God has 

remembered her iniquities’” (18:4-5; John here speaks of Babylon, which 

is one of the symbolic names used for Jerusalem in Revelation).   

 

b.  With the fifth trumpet, there is an outbreak of demonic torment:   

(i)  “Then the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star from heaven which had fallen 

to the earth; and the key of the bottomless pit was given to him.  He opened 

the bottomless pit, and smoke went up out of the pit, like the smoke of a great 

furnace; and the sun and the air were darkened by the smoke of the pit.  Then 

out of the smoke came locusts upon the earth, and power was given them, as 

the scorpions of the earth have power.  They were told not to hurt the grass of 

the earth, nor any green thing, nor any tree, but only the men who do not have 

the seal of God on their foreheads.  And they were not permitted to kill 

anyone, but to torment for five months; and their torment was like the torment 

of a scorpion when it stings a man.  And in those days men will seek death 

and will not find it; they will long to die, and death flees from them.  The 

appearance of the locusts was like horses prepared for battle; and on their 

heads appeared to be crowns like gold, and their faces were like the faces of 

men.  They had hair like the hair of women, and their teeth were like the teeth 

of lions.  They had breastplates like breastplates of iron; and the sound of their 

wings was like the sound of chariots, of many horses rushing to battle.  They 

have tails like scorpions, and stings; and in their tails is their power to hurt 

men for five months.  They have as king over them, the angel of the abyss; his 

name in Hebrew is Abaddon, and in the Greek he has the name Apollyon.  

The first woe is past; behold, two woes are still coming after these things” 

(9:1-12).   

(ii)  The star that falls from heaven appears to represent either Satan, or an 

avenging angel sent by the Lord.  He releases the other fallen angels confined 

to the pit:   

(a)  The angels who fell from the Lord are represented as being in the abyss:   
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(1)  “God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell 

and committed them to pits of darkness, reserved for judgment” (2 Pet. 

2:4).   

(2)  “And angels who did not keep their own domain, but abandoned their 

proper abode, He has kept in eternal bonds under darkness for the 

judgment of the great day” (Jude 6).   

(3)  “And Jesus asked him, ‘What is your name?’ And he said, ‘Legion’; 

for many demons had entered him.  They were imploring Him not to 

command them to go away into the abyss” (Luke 8:30-31).   

 

(b)  These are now loosed to torment Israel – those who don’t have the seal of 

God on their foreheads (Rev. 7:3-4; i.e., those not of the 144,000).   

(1)  They are no longer restrained by divine power that they might do what 

is in their hearts to do.   

(2)  “He opened the bottomless pit, and smoke went up out of the pit, like 

the smoke of a great furnace; and the sun and the air were darkened by 

the smoke of the pit.  Then out of the smoke came locusts upon the 

earth, and power was given them, as the scorpions of the earth have 

power.  They were told not to hurt the grass of the earth, nor any green 

thing, nor any tree, but only the men who do not have the seal of God on 

their foreheads” (Rev. 9:1-4).   

(3)  This angel is given authority by the Lord Jesus over the other fallen 

angels to use them in judgment against Israel.   

(4)  Jesus, during His earthly ministry, said this would happen to Israel for 

the rejection of His ministry, “Now when the unclean spirit goes out of 

a man, it passes through waterless places seeking rest, and does not find 

it.  Then it says, ‘I will return to my house from which I came’; and 

when it comes, it finds it unoccupied, swept, and put in order.  Then it 

goes and takes along with it seven other spirits more wicked than itself, 

and they go in and live there; and the last state of that man becomes 

worse than the first.  That is the way it will also be with this evil 

generation” (Matt. 12:43-45).   

 

(iii)  The time frame of this plague of demonic activity is 5 months, the same 

time frame of the final siege of Jerusalem under Titus, during which the Jews 

were driven mad with despair.   

(a)  “And they were not permitted to kill anyone, but to torment for five 

months; and their torment was like the torment of a scorpion when it stings 

a man.  And in those days men will seek death and will not find it; they 

will long to die, and death flees from them” (vv. 5-6).   

(b)  Gentry doesn’t mention this, but the description John gives of their 

appearance is very much like that of the Roman Army:   
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(1)  “The appearance of the locusts was like 

horses prepared for battle; and on their heads 

appeared to be crowns like gold, and their 

faces were like the faces of men.  They had 

hair like the hair of women, and their teeth 

were like the teeth of lions.  They had 

breastplates like breastplates of iron; and the 

sound of their wings was like the sound of 

chariots, of many horses rushing to battle.  

They have tails like scorpions, and stings; and 

in their tails is their power to hurt men for five 

months” (vv. 7-10).   

(2)  The Roman army certainly had the effect 

of driving the Jews mad, “When therefore 

Titus had marched over that desert which lies 

between Egypt and Syria, in the manner 

forementioned, he came to Cesarea, having 

resolved to set his forces in order at that place, 

before he began the war.  Nay, indeed, while 

he was assisting his father at Alexandria, in 

settling that government 

which had been newly 

conferred upon them by 

God, it so happened that 

the sedition at Jerusalem 

was revived, and parted 

into three factions, and that 

one faction fought against 

the other; which partition 

in such evil cases may be 

said to be a good thing, and 

the effect of Divine justice.  Now as to the attack the zealots made upon 

the people, and which I esteem the beginning of the city’s destruction, it 

hath been already explained after an 

accurate manner; as also whence it arose, 

and to how great a mischief it was 

increased. But for the present sedition, one 

should not mistake if he called it a sedition 

begotten by another sedition, and to be like 

a wild beast grown mad, which, for want 

of food from abroad, fell now upon eating 

its own flesh.”   

(3)  “And now, as the city was engaged in a war on all sides, from these 

treacherous crowds of wicked men, the people of the city, between 

them, were like a great body torn in pieces. The aged men and the 

women were in such distress by their internal calamities, that they 

wished for the Romans, and earnestly hoped for an external war, in 
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order to their delivery from their domestical miseries.  The citizens 

themselves were under a terrible consternation and fear; nor had they 

any opportunity of taking counsel, and of changing their conduct; nor 

were there any hopes of coming to an agreement with their enemies; nor 

could such as had a mind flee away; for guards were set at all places, 

and the heads of the robbers, although they were seditious one against 

another in other respects, yet did they agree in killing those that were for 

peace with the Romans, or were suspected of an inclination to desert 

them, as their common enemies.  They agreed in nothing but this, to kill 

those that were innocent.  The noise also of those that were fighting was 

incessant, both by day and by night; but the lamentations of those that 

mourned exceeded the other; nor was there ever any occasion for them 

to leave off their lamentations, because their calamities came 

perpetually one upon another, although the deep consternation they 

were in prevented their outward wailing; but being constrained by their 

fear to conceal their inward passions, they were inwardly tormented, 

without daring to open their lips in groans.  Nor was any regard paid to 

those that were still alive, by their relations; nor was there any care 

taken of burial for those that were dead; the occasion of both which was 

this, that every one despaired of himself; for those that were not among 

the seditious had no great desires of any thing, as expecting for certain 

that they should very soon be destroyed; but for the seditious 

themselves, they fought against each other, while they trod upon the 

dead bodies as they lay heaped one upon another, and taking up a mad 

rage from those dead bodies that were under their feet, became the 

fiercer thereupon.  They, moreover, were still inventing somewhat or 

other that was pernicious against themselves; and when they had 

resolved upon any thing, they executed it without mercy, and omitted no 

method of torment or of barbarity. . . .” (Jos. 5.1.1, 5).   

(4)  Perhaps the demons were working through the Roman armies to bring 

about this effect.   

(5)  The war with Rome lasted for 3 ½ years; the siege lasted 5 months and 

came at the end of the war.  “Titus began the siege of Jerusalem in 

April, 70.  The defenders  held out desperately for five months, but by 

the end of August the Temple area was occupied and the holy house 

burned down, and by the end of September all resistance in the city had 

come to an end” (F. F. Bruce, New Testament History, 382).   

 

c.  The sixth trumpet:  Roman reinforcements.   

(i)  “The first woe is past; behold, two woes are still coming after these things.  

Then the sixth angel sounded, and I heard a voice from the four horns of the 

golden altar which is before God, one saying to the sixth angel who had the 

trumpet, ‘Release the four angels who are bound at the great river Euphrates.’  

And the four angels, who had been prepared for the hour and day and month 

and year, were released, so that they would kill a third of mankind.  The 

number of the armies of the horsemen was two hundred million; I heard the 

number of them.  And this is how I saw in the vision the horses and those who 
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sat on them: the riders had breastplates the color of fire and of hyacinth and of 

brimstone; and the heads of the horses are like the heads of lions; and out of 

their mouths proceed fire and smoke and brimstone.  A third of mankind was 

killed by these three plagues, by the fire and the smoke and the brimstone 

which proceeded out of their mouths.  For the power of the horses is in their 

mouths and in their tails; for their tails are like serpents and have heads, and 

with them they do harm.  The rest of mankind, who were not killed by these 

plagues, did not repent of the works of their hands, so as not to worship 

demons, and the idols of gold and of silver and of brass and of stone and of 

wood, which can neither see nor hear nor walk; and they did not repent of 

their murders nor of their sorceries nor of their immorality nor of their thefts” 

(Rev. 9:12-21).   

(ii)  The interlude reminded us that there were four angels holding back the four 

winds or the judgment of God, until the 144,000 could be sealed (Rev. 7).  

These four angels represent the Roman armies kept at the Euphrates River 

who are now loosed to finish the war.   

(iii)  Perhaps as the Roman armies are represented as Christ coming on the 

clouds (Matt. 26:64), so these armies are represented as the angels of that 

judgment.  They destroy a third of men.   

 

2.  The Strong Angel (Rev. 10:1-11).   

a.  “I saw another strong angel coming down out of heaven, clothed with a cloud; 

and the rainbow was upon his head, and his face was like the sun, and his feet 

like pillars of fire; and he had in his hand a little book which was open.  He 

placed his right foot on the sea and his left on the land; and he cried out with a 

loud voice, as when a lion roars; and when he had cried out, the seven peals of 

thunder uttered their voices.  When the seven peals of thunder had spoken, I was 

about to write; and I heard a voice from heaven saying, ‘Seal up the things which 

the seven peals of thunder have spoken and do not write them.’  Then the angel 

whom I saw standing on the sea and on the land lifted up his right hand to 

heaven, and swore by Him who lives forever and ever, WHO CREATED 

HEAVEN AND THE THINGS IN IT, AND THE EARTH AND THE THINGS 

IN IT, AND THE SEA AND THE THINGS IN IT, that there will be delay no 

longer, but in the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he is about to 

sound, then the mystery of God is finished, as He preached to His servants the 

prophets.  Then the voice which I heard from heaven, I heard again speaking 

with me, and saying, ‘Go, take the book which is open in the hand of the angel 

who stands on the sea and on the land.’  So I went to the angel, telling him to 

give me the little book.  And he said to me, ‘Take it and eat it; it will make your 

stomach bitter, but in your mouth it will be sweet as honey.’  I took the little 

book out of the angel's hand and ate it, and in my mouth it was sweet as honey; 

and when I had eaten it, my stomach was made bitter.  And they said to me, ‘You 

must prophesy again concerning many peoples and nations and tongues and 

kings’” (10:1-11).   

b.  The strong angel is Christ.   

(i)  Compare:  “I saw another strong angel coming down out of heaven, clothed 

with a cloud; and the rainbow was upon his head, and his face was like the 
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sun, and his feet like pillars of fire; and he had in his hand a little book which 

was open” (v. 1).   

(ii)  With:  “And in the middle of the lampstands I saw one like a son of man, 

clothed in a robe reaching to the feet, and girded across His chest with a 

golden sash.  His head and His hair were white like white wool, like snow; 

and His eyes were like a flame of fire.  His feet were like burnished bronze, 

when it has been made to glow in a furnace, and His voice was like the sound 

of many waters.  In His right hand He held seven stars, and out of His mouth 

came a sharp two-edged sword; and His face was like the sun shining in its 

strength” (1:13-16).   

 

c.  What is His message?   

(i)  The time of waiting is over (v. 6).   

(a)  “When the Lamb broke the fifth seal, I saw underneath the altar the souls 

of those who had been slain because of the word of God, and because of 

the testimony which they had maintained; and they cried out with a loud 

voice, saying, ‘How long, O Lord, holy and true, will You refrain from 

judging and avenging our blood on those who dwell on the earth?’  And 

there was given to each of them a white robe; and they were told that they 

should rest for a little while longer, until the number of their fellow 

servants and their brethren who were to be killed even as they had been, 

would be completed also” (6:9-11).   

(b)  The time has come for the Lord to pour out His vengeance against Israel 

for what they have done to His saints.   

 

(ii)  The mystery of God is finished (v. 7):   

(a)  This mystery is that mentioned in the New Testament:  that the Gentiles 

are now fellow partakers with the saints in God’s household.   

(1)  “For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you 

Gentiles – if indeed you have heard of the stewardship of God's grace 

which was given to me for you; that by revelation there was made 

known to me the mystery, as I wrote before in brief.  By referring to 

this, when you read you can understand my insight into the mystery of 

Christ, which in other generations was not made known to the sons of 

men, as it has now been revealed to His holy apostles and prophets in 

the Spirit; to be specific, that the Gentiles are fellow heirs and fellow 

members of the body, and fellow partakers of the promise in Christ 

Jesus through the gospel” (Eph 3:1-6).   

(2)  “Of this church I was made a minister according to the stewardship 

from God bestowed on me for your benefit, so that I might fully carry 

out the preaching of the word of God, that is, the mystery which has 

been hidden from the past ages and generations, but has now been 

manifested to His saints, to whom God willed to make known what is 

the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is 

Christ in you, the hope of glory” (Col. 1:25-27).   
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(b)  The Temple, with its wall of separation, is about to be removed:  They 

will no longer be two peoples, but one in Christ.  “For He Himself is our 

peace, who made both groups into one and broke down the barrier of the 

dividing wall, by abolishing in His flesh the enmity, which is the Law of 

commandments contained in ordinances, so that in Himself He might make 

the two into one new man, thus establishing peace, and might reconcile 

them both in one body to God through the cross, by it having put to death 

the enmity” (Eph. 2:14-16; cf. Rev. 11:1-2).   

(c)  The end of the Temple and national Israel is near.   

(1)  “For you, brethren, became imitators of the churches of God in Christ 

Jesus that are in Judea, for you also endured the same sufferings at the 

hands of your own countrymen, even as they did from the Jews, who 

both killed the Lord Jesus and the prophets, and drove us out. They are 

not pleasing to God, but hostile to all men, hindering us from speaking 

to the Gentiles so that they may be saved; with the result that they 

always fill up the measure of their sins. But wrath has come upon them 

to the utmost” (1 Thes. 2:14-16).   

(2)  “Children, it is the last hour; and just as you heard that antichrist is 

coming, even now many antichrists have appeared; from this we know 

that it is the last hour” (1 John 2:18).   

 

d.  The little book.   

(i)  “Then the voice which I heard from heaven, I heard again speaking with me, 

and saying, ‘Go, take the book which is open in the hand of the angel who 

stands on the sea and on the land.’  So I went to the angel, telling him to give 

me the little book.  And he said to me, ‘Take it and eat it; it will make your 

stomach bitter, but in your mouth it will be sweet as honey.’  I took the little 

book out of the angel's hand and ate it, and in my mouth it was sweet as 

honey; and when I had eaten it, my stomach was made bitter.  And they said 

to me, ‘You must prophesy again concerning many peoples and nations and 

tongues and kings’” (10:8-11).   

(ii)  This apparently has to do with the message Jesus was giving John to preach.   

(a)  “The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show to His 

bond-servants, the things which must soon take place; and He sent and 

communicated it by His angel to His bond-servant John, who testified to 

the word of God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all that he 

saw.  Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of the 

prophecy, and heed the things which are written in it; for the time is near” 

(1:1-3).   

(b)  The message was sweet because it is God’s Word and a pronouncement of 

blessing on the church, but bitter, because it is a message of judgment 

against Israel.   


