
“Eschatology” 

(Part 10:  The Book of Revelation, Interlude) 

 

 

 

III.  The Book of Revelation.   

F.  Interlude:  “After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the 

earth, holding back the four winds of the earth, so that no wind would blow on 

the earth or on the sea or on any tree.  And I saw another angel ascending from 

the rising of the sun, having the seal of the living God; and he cried out with a 

loud voice to the four angels to whom it was granted to harm the earth and the 

sea, saying, ‘Do not harm the earth or the sea or the trees until we have sealed 

the bond-servants of our God on their foreheads.’  And I heard the number of 

those who were sealed, one hundred and forty-four thousand sealed from every 

tribe of the sons of Israel:  From the tribe of Judah, twelve thousand were 

sealed, from the tribe of Reuben twelve thousand, from the tribe of Gad twelve 

thousand, from the tribe of Asher twelve thousand, from the tribe of Naphtali 

twelve thousand, from the tribe of Manasseh twelve thousand, from the tribe of 

Simeon twelve thousand, from the tribe of Levi twelve thousand, from the tribe 

of Issachar twelve thousand, from the tribe of Zebulun twelve thousand, from 

the tribe of Joseph twelve thousand, from the tribe of Benjamin, twelve 

thousand were sealed” (Rev. 7:1-8).   

1.  The prophecy now turns back to a time frame before the opening of the seals.   

a.  We shouldn’t think this is strange since there is recapitulation in the book of 

Revelation:  we will see, for instance, that trumpet judgments are going to 

review and intensify the seal judgments.   

b.  Here we see the Lord allowing a space of time for His people to flee out of the 

land before He sends judgment.   

 

2.  The four angels and the four winds (v. 1).   

a.  The four angels are instruments of God’s judgment (perhaps the same four 

angels representing the four legions of soldiers kept at the Euphrates River; 

9:12-21).   

b.  The four winds represent the devastation they will bring.   

(i)  Wind is used in Scripture as a symbol of adversity or calamity:   

(a)  “Daniel said, ‘I was looking in my vision by night, and behold, the four 

winds of heaven were stirring up the great sea.  And four great beasts 

were coming up from the sea, different from one another” (Dan. 7:2-3).   

(b)  “Therefore everyone who hears these words of Mine and acts on them, 

may be compared to a wise man who built his house on the rock.  And 

the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and slammed 

against that house; and yet it did not fall, for it had been founded on the 

rock.  Everyone who hears these words of Mine and does not act on 

them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand” (Matt 

7:24-26).   
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(ii)  That adversity is often at the hands of a foreign army:   

(a)  “‘I will bring upon Elam the four winds from the four ends of heaven, 

and will scatter them to all these winds; and there will be no nation to 

which the outcasts of Elam will not go.  So I will shatter Elam before 

their enemies and before those who seek their lives; and I will bring 

calamity upon them, even My fierce anger,’ declares the LORD, ‘And I 

will send out the sword after them until I have consumed them’” (Jer. 

49:36-37).   

(b)  “Thus says the LORD:  ‘Behold, I am going to arouse against Babylon 

and against the inhabitants of Leb-kamai the spirit of a destroyer [i.e., a 

destroying wind].   I will dispatch foreigners to Babylon that they may 

winnow her and may devastate her land; for on every side they will be 

opposed to her in the day of her calamity” (Jer. 51:1-2).   

 

c.  The Lord is seen holding back His judgment to allow time for the Jewish 

Christians to flee from the city as General Vespasian is distracted with the fall 

of Nero and the Roman Civil Wars before he reaches Jerusalem.   

(i)  “Now as Vespasian was returned to Cesarea, and was getting ready with 

all his army to march directly to Jerusalem, he was informed that Nero was 

dead, after he had reigned thirteen years and eight days.  But as to any 

narration after what manner he abused his power in the government, and 

committed the management of affairs to those vile wretches, Nymphidius 

and Tigellinus, his unworthy freed-men; and how he had a plot laid against 

him by them, and was deserted by all his guards, and ran away with four of 

his most trusty freed-men, and slew himself in the suburbs of Rome; and 

how those that occasioned his death were in no long time brought 

themselves to punishment; how also the war in Gall ended; and how Galba 

was made emperor and returned out of Spain to Rome; and how he was 

accused by the soldiers as a pusillanimous person, and slain by treachery in 

the middle of the market-place at Rome, and Otho was made emperor; with 

his expedition against the commanders of Vitellius, and his destruction 

thereupon; and besides what troubles there were under Vitellius, and the 

fight that was about the capitol; as also how Antonius Primus and 

Mucianus slew Vitellius, and his German legions, and thereby put an end 

to that civil war; - I have omitted to give an exact account of them, because 

they are well known by all, and they are described by a great number of 

Greek and Roman authors; yet for the sake of the connexion of matters, 

and that my history may not be incoherent, I have just touched upon every 

thing briefly. Wherefore Vespasian put off at first his expedition against 

Jerusalem, and stood waiting whither the empire would be transferred after 

the death of Nero.  Moreover, when he heard that Galba was made 

emperor, he attempted nothing till he also should send him some directions 

about the war:  however, he sent his son Titus to him, to salute him, and to 

receive his commands about the Jews.  Upon the very same errand did king 

Agrippa sail along with Titus to Galba; but as they were sailing in their 

long ships by the coasts of Achaia, for it was winter time, they heard that 
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Galba was slain, before they could get to him, after he had reigned seven 

months and as many days.  After whom Otho took the government, and 

undertook the management of public affairs.  So Agrippa resolved to go on 

to Rome without any terror; on account of the change in the government; 

but Titus, by a Divine impulse, sailed back from Greece to Syria, and came 

in great haste to Cesarea, to his father.  And now they were both in 

suspense about the public affairs, the Roman empire being then in a 

fluctuating condition, and did not go on with their expedition against the 

Jews, but thought that to make any attack upon foreigners was now 

unseasonable, on account of the solicitude they were in for their own 

country” (Josephus 4.9.2).   

(ii)  “CHAPTER V.—The Last Siege of the Jews after Christ.   

(a)  “1.  AFTER Nero had held the power thirteen years [Nero was emperor 

from Oct. 16, 54, to June 9, 68 AD] and Galba and Otho had ruled a 

year and six months, Vespasian, who had become distinguished in the 

campaigns against the Jews, was proclaimed sovereign in Judea and 

received the title of Emperor from the armies there.  Setting out 

immediately, therefore, for Rome, he entrusted the conduct of the war 

against the Jews to his son Titus.  [Titus undertook the prosecution of 

the war against the Jews after his father’s departure, and brought the 

siege of Jerusalem to an end, Sept. 8, 70 AD].   

(b)  “2.  For the Jews after the ascension of our Saviour, in addition to their 

crime against him, had been devising as many plots as they could 

against his apostles.  First Stephen was stoned to death by them, and 

after him James, the son of Zebedee and the brother of John, was 

beheaded, and finally James, the first that had obtained the episcopal 

seat in Jerusalem after the ascension of our Saviour, died in the manner 

already described.  But the rest of the apostles, who had been 

incessantly plotted against with a view to their destruction, and had been 

driven out of the land of Judea, went unto all nations to preach the 

Gospel, relying upon the power of Christ, who had said to them, ‘Go ye 

and make disciples of all the nations in my name.”   

(c)  “4.  But the number of calamities which everywhere fell upon the 

nation at that time; the extreme misfortunes to which the inhabitants of 

Judea were especially subjected, the thousands of men, as well as 

women and children, that perished by the sword, by famine, and by 

other forms of death innumerable,—all these things, as well as the many 

great sieges which were carried on against the cities of Judea, and the 

excessive sufferings endured by those that fled to Jerusalem itself, as to 

a city of perfect safety, and finally the general course of the whole war, 

as well as its particular occurrences in detail, and how at last the 

abomination of desolation, proclaimed by the prophets [Dan. 9:27], 

stood in the very temple of God, so celebrated of old, the temple which 

was now awaiting its total and final destruction by fire,—all these things 

any one that wishes may find accurately described in the history written 

by Josephus [Books V and VI].   
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(d)  “5.  But it is necessary to state that this writer records that the 

multitude of those who were assembled from all Judea at the time of the 

Passover, to the number of three million souls, were shut up in 

Jerusalem ‘as in a prison,’ to use his own words. 

(e)  “6.  For it was right that in the very days in which they had inflicted 

suffering upon the Saviour and the Benefactor of all, the Christ of God, 

that in those days, shut up ‘as in a prison,’ they should meet with 

destruction at the hands of divine justice.   

(f)  7.  But passing by the particular calamities which they suffered from 

the attempts made upon them by the sword and by other means, I think 

it necessary to relate only the misfortunes which the famine caused, that 

those who read this work may have some means of knowing that God 

was not long in executing vengeance upon them for their wickedness 

against the Christ of God” (Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History, 3:5).   

 

3.  The reason His judgment is stayed is that He might seal His bondservants – the 

144,000 Jews:  “And I saw another angel ascending from the rising of the sun, 

having the seal of the living God; and he cried out with a loud voice to the four 

angels to whom it was granted to harm the earth and the sea, saying, ‘Do not 

harm the earth or the sea or the trees until we have sealed the bond-servants of 

our God on their foreheads.’  And I heard the number of those who were sealed, 

one hundred and forty-four thousand sealed from every tribe of the sons of 

Israel” (7:2-4).   

a.  The four angels are held back until the 144,000 are sealed.   

(i)  144,000 is most likely a symbolic number – 12x12x1000 – and represents 

the Jewish converts to Christianity (seeing that they are from the twelve 

tribes of Israel; 7:4-8).  .   

(ii)  They are the first fruits of the Jews converted to Christianity.   

(a)  “Then I looked, and behold, the Lamb was standing on Mount Zion, 

and with Him one hundred and forty-four thousand, having His name 

and the name of His Father written on their foreheads.  And I heard a 

voice from heaven, like the sound of many waters and like the sound of 

loud thunder, and the voice which I heard was like the sound of harpists 

playing on their harps.  And they sang a new song before the throne and 

before the four living creatures and the elders; and no one could learn 

the song except the one hundred and forty-four thousand who had been 

purchased from the earth.  These are the ones who have not been defiled 

with women, for they have kept themselves chaste. These are the ones 

who follow the Lamb wherever He goes. These have been purchased 

from among men as first fruits to God and to the Lamb” (Rev. 14:1-4).   

(b)  They represent the first harvest among the Jews, gathered at the Feast 

of Pentecost, which, is also called the Feast of the First-Fruits (Acts 2).   

(c)  They are distinguished from the rest of those converted from every 

nation, “After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which 

no one could count, from every nation and all tribes and peoples and 

tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in 
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white robes, and palm branches were in their hands; and they cry out 

with a loud voice, saying, ‘Salvation to our God who sits on the throne, 

and to the Lamb’” (7:9-10).   

 

b.  The seal on their forehead is a mark of divine protection.   

(i)  “And I saw another angel ascending from the rising of the sun, having the 

seal of the living God; and he cried out with a loud voice to the four angels 

to whom it was granted to harm the earth and the sea, saying, ‘Do not harm 

the earth or the sea or the trees until we have sealed the bond-servants of 

our God on their foreheads’” (Rev. 7:2-3).   

(ii)  This is also how it functioned in Ezekiel’s vision:  “The LORD said to 

him, ‘Go through the midst of the city, even through the midst of 

Jerusalem, and put a mark on the foreheads of the men who sigh and groan 

over all the abominations which are being committed in its midst.’  But to 

the others He said in my hearing, ‘Go through the city after him and strike; 

do not let your eye have pity and do not spare.  Utterly slay old men, young 

men, maidens, little children, and women, but do not touch any man on 

whom is the mark; and you shall start from My sanctuary.’  So they started 

with the elders who were before the temple” (Ez. 9:4-6).   

 

c.  This interpretation agrees with the several warnings Jesus gave His disciples 

that they be ready to flee and with His promise of God’s protection if they do.   

(i)  “Therefore when you see the ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION which 

was spoken of through Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place (let 

the reader understand), then those who are in Judea must flee to the 

mountains; whoever is on the housetop must not go down to get the things 

out that are in his house.  Whoever is in the field must not turn back to get 

his cloak” (Matt. 24:15-18).   

(ii)  “But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then recognize that 

her desolation is near.  Then those who are in Judea must flee to the 

mountains, and those who are in the midst of the city must leave, and those 

who are in the country must not enter the city; because these are days of 

vengeance, so that all things which are written will be fulfilled” (Luke 

21:20-22).   

(iii)  “But you will be betrayed even by parents and brothers and relatives and 

friends, and they will put some of you to death, and you will be hated by all 

because of My name.  Yet not a hair of your head will perish.  By your 

endurance you will gain your lives.  But when you see Jerusalem 

surrounded by armies, then recognize that her desolation is near. . . .” (vv. 

16-20).   

 

d.  This also fits well with what actually happened in history when the Christians 

fled from Jerusalem just prior to its being laid siege:  “3.  But the people of the 

church in Jerusalem had been commanded by a revelation, vouchsafed to 

approved men there before the war, to leave the city and to dwell in a certain 

town of Perea called Pella [Pella was a town situated beyond the Jordan, in the 
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north of Perea, within the dominions of Herod Agrippa II.  The surrounding 

population was chiefly Gentile.  See Pliny V. 18, and Josephus, B. J. III. 3. 3, 

and I. 4. 8. Epiphanius . . . also records this flight of the Christians to Pella].  

And when those that believed in Christ had come thither from Jerusalem, then, 

as if the royal city of the Jews and the whole land of Judea were entirely 

destitute of holy men, the judgment of God at length overtook those who had 

committed such outrages against Christ and his apostles, and totally destroyed 

that generation of impious men” (Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History, 3:5).   

 

4.  The Gentile martyrs.   

a.  “After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could 

count, from every nation and all tribes and peoples and tongues, standing 

before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, and palm 

branches were in their hands; and they cry out with a loud voice, saying, 

‘Salvation to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.’  And all the 

angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four 

living creatures; and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped 

God, saying, ‘Amen, blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and 

honor and power and might, be to our God forever and ever.  Amen.’  Then 

one of the elders answered, saying to me, ‘These who are clothed in the white 

robes, who are they, and where have they come from?’  I said to him, ‘My 

lord, you know.’  And he said to me, ‘These are the ones who come out of the 

great tribulation, and they have washed their robes and made them white in 

the blood of the Lamb.  For this reason, they are before the throne of God; and 

they serve Him day and night in His temple; and He who sits on the throne 

will spread His tabernacle over them.  They will hunger no longer, nor thirst 

anymore; nor will the sun beat down on them, nor any heat; for the Lamb in 

the center of the throne will be their shepherd, and will guide them to springs 

of the water of life; and God will wipe every tear from their eyes” (7:9-17).   

b.  These appear to be Gentiles, converted by the witness of the Jews, who were 

martyred during this war.   

(i)  It may also include those believers who were in Jerusalem when the 

Roman armies surrounded them.   

(ii)  Now they are with the Lamb in heaven and before the throne of God, and 

are comforted.  “In God all perfections are in transcendent eminence, they 

are always the same and always new. . . .  By possessing Him, all that is 

amiable and excellent in the creatures, may be enjoyed in a manner 

incomparably better than in the creatures themselves.  His infinite goodness 

can supply all our wants, satisfy all our desires, allay all our sorrows, and 

conquer all our fears.  One beam of His countenance can revive the spirit 

dead in sorrow, and buried in despair” (William Bates, Works, 287).   


