
“Eschatology” 

(Part 9:  The Book of Revelation, The Seal Judgments) 

 

 

 

III.  The Book of Revelation.   

E.  The Seven Seal Judgments:  “I saw in the right hand of Him who sat on the 

throne a book written inside and on the back, sealed up with seven seals.  And 

I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, ‘Who is worthy to open the 

book and to break its seals?’  And no one in heaven or on the earth or under 

the earth was able to open the book or to look into it.  Then I began to weep 

greatly because no one was found worthy to open the book or to look into it; 

and one of the elders said to me, ‘Stop weeping; behold, the Lion that is from 

the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has overcome so as to open the book and 

its seven seals’” (Rev. 5:1-5).   

1.  Christ is the Judge who will prosecute this lawsuit against the Jewish people.   

a.  All judgment has been entrusted to Him.   

(i)  “For not even the Father judges anyone, but He has given all judgment to 

the Son, so that all will honor the Son even as they honor the Father. He 

who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent Him” 

(John 5:22-23).   

(ii)  He rules the nations with a rod of iron:  “And the dragon stood before the 

woman who was about to give birth, so that when she gave birth he might 

devour her child.  And she gave birth to a son, a male child, who is to rule 

all the nations with a rod of iron; and her child was caught up to God and 

to His throne” (Rev. 12:4-5).   

(iii)  All who do not subject themselves to Him will perish, “‘Ask of Me, and 

I will surely give the nations as Your inheritance, and the very ends of the 

earth as Your possession.  You shall break them with a rod of iron, You 

shall shatter them like earthenware.’  Now therefore, O kings, show 

discernment; take warning, O judges of the earth.  Worship the LORD 

with reverence and rejoice with trembling.  Do homage to the Son, that He 

not become angry, and you perish in the way, for His wrath may soon be 

kindled.  How blessed are all who take refuge in Him!” (Psalm 2:8-12).   

 

b.  Jesus told the Council that they would see and recognize both His authority 

and judgment:   

(i)  “Jesus said to him, ‘You have said it yourself; nevertheless I tell you, 

hereafter you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of Power, 

and coming on the clouds of heaven’” (Matt. 26:64).   

(ii)  Caiphas, and those present with him (“you” plural), would see, 

“hereafter,” or “from now on,” both the Son of Man sitting at the right 

hand of Power (His authority) and His coming on the clouds of heaven 

(His judgment).   
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c.  Christ is the One who would judge and cast out unfaithful Israel:  “This is 

allegorically speaking, for these women are two covenants: one proceeding 

from Mount Sinai bearing children who are to be slaves; she is Hagar.  Now 

this Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia and corresponds to the present Jerusalem, 

for she is in slavery with her children.   But the Jerusalem above is free; she 

is our mother.  For it is written, ‘Rejoice, barren woman who does not bear; 

break forth and shout, you who are not in labor; for more numerous are the 

children of the desolate than of the one who has a husband.’   And you 

brethren, like Isaac, are children of promise.  But as at that time he who was 

born according to the flesh persecuted him who was born according to the 

Spirit, so it is now also.  But what does the Scripture say?  ‘Cast out the 

bondwoman and her son, for the son of the bondwoman shall not be an heir 

with the son of the free woman.’  So then, brethren, we are not children of a 

bondwoman, but of the free woman” (Gal. 4:24-31).   

 

2.  Judgment begins when Christ opens the seven seals:   

a.  The first seal:  the white horse – the Roman Army comes to Jerusalem, “Then 

I saw when the Lamb broke one of the seven seals, and I heard one of the 

four living creatures saying as with a voice of thunder, ‘Come.’  I looked, and 

behold, a white horse, and he who sat on it had a bow; and a crown was given 

to him, and he went out conquering and to conquer” (6:1-2).   

(i)  This is not Christ.   

(a)  The only similarity between this and the picture of Christ’s coming in 

chapter 19 is the white horse:  “And I saw heaven opened, and behold, 

a white horse, and He who sat on it is called Faithful and True, and in 

righteousness He judges and wages war” (v. 11).   

(b)  In this picture, Christ is in heaven opening the seals, not returning to 

the earth.   

(c)  It would also be inappropriate for one of the living creatures to 

command Christ.   

 

(ii)  The white horse represents victory not holiness:   

(a)  It is God’s avenger:  He uses the unjust to bring judgment.   

(1)  “But it shall come about, if you do not obey the LORD your God, 

to observe to do all His commandments and His statutes with which 

I charge you today, that all these curses will come upon you and 

overtake you . . .  The LORD will bring a nation against you from 

afar, from the end of the earth, as the eagle swoops down, a nation 

whose language you shall not understand, a nation of fierce 

countenance who will have no respect for the old, nor show favor to 

the young” (Deu. 28:15, 49-50).   

(2)  “Woe to Assyria, the rod of My anger and the staff in whose hands 

is My indignation, I send it against a godless nation and commission 

it against the people of My fury to capture booty and to seize 

plunder, and to trample them down like mud in the streets” (Isa. 

10:5-6).   
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(3)  “Thus says the LORD to Cyrus His anointed, whom I have taken 

by the right hand, to subdue nations before him and to loose the 

loins of kings; to open doors before him so that gates will not be 

shut” (Isa. 45:1).   

 

(b)  He sends the world power of that day – Rome – against Israel in 

judgment.   

 

b.  The second seal:  the red horse – Jewish Civil War, “When He broke the 

second seal, I heard the second living creature saying, ‘Come.’  And another, 

a red horse, went out; and to him who sat on it, it was granted to take peace 

from the earth, and that men would slay one another; and a great sword was 

given to him” (6:3-4).   

(i)  “Peace” refers to the Pax Romana (Peace of Rome).  It is given to this 

rider to take peace from the earth or “land.”   

(ii)  In the Olivet Discourse, Jesus implies there is peace just before the 

coming Tribulation on Israel, “You will be hearing of wars and rumors of 

wars.  See that you are not frightened, for those things must take place, but 

that is not yet the end” (Mt. 24:6).   

 

c.  The third seal:  the black horse – famine, “When He broke the third seal, I 

heard the third living creature saying, ‘Come.’  I looked, and behold, a black 

horse; and he who sat on it had a pair of scales in his hand.  And I heard 

something like a voice in the center of the four living creatures saying, ‘A 

quart of wheat for a denarius, and three quarts of barley for a denarius; and 

do not damage the oil and the wine’” (6:5-6).   

(i)  The color “black” symbolizes famine:  “Her consecrated ones were purer 

than snow, they were whiter than milk; they were more ruddy in body than 

corals, their polishing was like lapis lazuli.  Their appearance is blacker 

than soot, they are not recognized in the streets; their skin is shriveled on 

their bones, it is withered, it has become like wood” (Lam. 4:7-8).   

(ii)  There was rampant famine during the 5 month siege of Jerusalem (the 

war with Rome lasted three and a half years):  “It was now a miserable 

case, and a sight that would justly bring tears into our eyes, how men 

stood as to their food, while the more powerful had more than enough, and 

the weaker were lamenting [for want of it.]  But the famine was too hard 

for all other passions, and it is destructive to nothing so much as to 

modesty; for what was otherwise worthy of reverence was in this case 

despised; insomuch that children pulled the very morsels that their fathers 

were eating out of their very mouths, and what was still more to be pitied, 

so did the mothers do as to their infants; and when those that were most 

dear were perishing under their hands, they were not ashamed to take from 

them the very last drops that might preserve their lives:  and while they ate 

after this manner, yet were they not concealed in so doing; but the 

seditious every where came upon them immediately, and snatched away 

from them what they had gotten from others; for when they saw any house 
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shut up, this was to them a signal that the people within had gotten some 

food; whereupon they broke open the doors, and ran in, and took pieces of 

what they were eating almost up out of their very throats, and this by 

force: the old men, who held their food fast, were beaten; and if the 

women hid what they had within their hands, their hair was torn for so 

doing; nor was there any commiseration shown either to the aged or to the 

infants, but they lifted up children from the ground as they hung upon the 

morsels they had gotten, and shook them down upon the floor.  But still 

they were more barbarously cruel to those that had prevented their coming 

in, and had actually swallowed down what they were going to seize upon, 

as if they had been unjustly defrauded of their right.  They also invented 

terrible methods of torments to discover where any food was, and they 

were these to stop up the passages of the privy parts of the miserable 

wretches, and to drive sharp stakes up their fundaments; and a man was 

forced to bear what it is terrible even to hear, in order to make him confess 

that he had but one loaf of bread, or that he might discover a handful of 

barley-meal that was concealed; and this was done when these tormentors 

were not themselves hungry; for the thing had been less barbarous had 

necessity forced them to it; but this was done to keep their madness in 

exercise, and as making preparation of provisions for themselves for the 

following days.  These men went also to meet those that had crept out of 

the city by night, as far as the Roman guards, to gather some plants and 

herbs that grew wild; and when those people thought they had got clear of 

the enemy, they snatched from them what they had brought with them, 

even while they had frequently entreated them, and that by calling upon 

the tremendous name of God, to give them back some part of what they 

had brought; though these would not give them the least crumb, and they 

were to be well contented that they were only spoiled, and not slain at the 

same time” (Josephus, Wars, 5:10:3; cf. 2-5).   

 

d.  The fourth seal:  the pale horse – the death of one-fourth of Israel, “When the 

Lamb broke the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living creature 

saying, ‘Come.’  I looked, and behold, an ashen horse; and he who sat on it 

had the name Death; and Hades was following with him.  Authority was 

given to them over a fourth of the earth, to kill with sword and with famine 

and with pestilence and by the wild beasts of the earth” (6:7-8).   

(i)  It was given him to kill with the sword, famine, pestilence, and wild 

beasts.   

(ii)  This is the falling of the covenant curse on Israel:  “But it shall come 

about, if you do not obey the LORD your God, to observe to do all His 

commandments and His statutes with which I charge you today, that all 

these curses will come upon you and overtake you” (Deu. 28:15).   

(a)  He would destroy them with pestilence:  “The LORD will make the 

pestilence cling to you until He has consumed you from the land where 

you are entering to possess it.  The LORD will smite you with 

consumption and with fever and with inflammation and with fiery heat 
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and with the sword and with blight and with mildew, and they will 

pursue you until you perish” (vv. 21-22).   

(b)  He would destroy them with famine:  “The heaven which is over your 

head shall be bronze, and the earth which is under you, iron.  The 

LORD will make the rain of your land powder and dust; from heaven it 

shall come down on you until you are destroyed” (vv. 23-24).   

(c)  He would bring the sword against them and give that sword success:  

“The LORD shall cause you to be defeated before your enemies; you 

will go out one way against them, but you will flee seven ways before 

them, and you will be an example of terror to all the kingdoms of the 

earth” (v. 25).   

(d)  Finally, he would give their dead bodies to the wild beasts, “Your 

carcasses will be food to all birds of the sky and to the beasts of the 

earth, and there will be no one to frighten them away” (v. 26).   

(1)  The covenant curse is the reversal of the God-ordained order.   

(2)  Instead of the plants and animals being food for them, they would 

be food for the plants and animals.   

 

e.  The fifth seal:  a glimpse into heaven, “When the Lamb broke the fifth seal, I 

saw underneath the altar the souls of those who had been slain because of the 

word of God, and because of the testimony which they had maintained; and 

they cried out with a loud voice, saying, ‘How long, O Lord, holy and true, 

will You refrain from judging and avenging our blood on those who dwell on 

the earth?’  And there was given to each of them a white robe; and they were 

told that they should rest for a little while longer, until the number of their 

fellow servants and their brethren who were to be killed even as they had 

been, would be completed also” (6:9-11).   

(i)  Vindication is promised the Christian martyrs.   

(ii)  It would happen in a little while, at the final collapse of Israel.   

 

f.  The sixth seal:  Cosmic upheaval – the collapse of Israel, “I looked when He 

broke the sixth seal, and there was a great earthquake; and the sun became 

black as sackcloth made of hair, and the whole moon became like blood; and 

the stars of the sky fell to the earth, as a fig tree casts its unripe figs when 

shaken by a great wind.  The sky was split apart like a scroll when it is rolled 

up, and every mountain and island were moved out of their places.  Then the 

kings of the earth and the great men and the commanders and the rich and the 

strong and every slave and free man hid themselves in the caves and among 

the rocks of the mountains; and they said to the mountains and to the rocks, 

‘Fall on us and hide us from the presence of Him who sits on the throne, and 

from the wrath of the Lamb; for the great day of their wrath has come, and 

who is able to stand?” (Rev. 6:12-17).   

(i)  Symbolism involving the celestial heavens is used in association with the 

collapse of government.   

(a)  E.g., Babylon:  “The oracle concerning Babylon which Isaiah the son 

of Amoz saw. . . .  Behold, the day of the LORD is coming, cruel, with 
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fury and burning anger, to make the land a desolation; and He will 

exterminate its sinners from it.  For the stars of heaven and their 

constellations will not flash forth their light; the sun will be dark when 

it rises and the moon will not shed its light. . . .  Therefore I will make 

the heavens tremble, and the earth will be shaken from its place at the 

fury of the LORD of hosts in the day of His burning anger. . . .  And 

Babylon, the beauty of kingdoms, the glory of the Chaldeans’ pride, 

Will be as when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah” (Isa. 13:1, 9-

10, 13, 19).   

(b)  E.g., Egypt:  “Son of man, take up a lamentation over Pharaoh king of 

Egypt and say to him, ‘You compared yourself to a young lion of the 

nations, yet you are like the monster in the seas; and you burst forth in 

your rivers and muddied the waters with your feet and fouled their 

rivers.’ . . .  And when I extinguish you, I will cover the heavens and 

darken their stars; I will cover the sun with a cloud and the moon will 

not give its light.  All the shining lights in the heavens I will darken 

over you and will set darkness on your land,’ declares the Lord GOD. . 

. .  ‘This is a lamentation and they shall chant it.  The daughters of the 

nations shall chant it.  Over Egypt and over all her hordes they shall 

chant it,’ declares the Lord GOD” (Ezek. 32:2, 7-8, 16; cf. Isa. 34:3-5; 

Jer. 4:14, 23-24).   

(c)  Compare Matthew 24:29, “But immediately after the tribulation of 

those days THE SUN WILL BE DARKENED, AND THE MOON 

WILL NOT GIVE ITS LIGHT, AND THE STARS WILL FALL from 

the sky, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken.”   

(d)  This is the collapse of Israel as a nation state.   

 

(ii)  Josephus tells us that when the end of the siege came, the Jews tried to 

hide in caves under Jerusalem (vv. 15-17).   

(a)  “So now the last hope which supported the tyrants, and that crew of 

robbers who were with them, was in the caves and caverns under 

ground; whither, if they could once fly, they did not expect to be 

searched for; but endeavored, that after the whole city should be 

destroyed, and the Romans gone away, they might come out again, and 

escape from them.  This was no better than a dream of theirs; for they 

were not able to lie hid either from God or from the Romans.  

However, they depended on these under-ground subterfuges, and set 

more places on fire than did the Romans themselves; and those that fled 

out of their houses thus set on fire into the ditches, they killed without 

mercy, and pillaged them also; and if they discovered food belonging to 

any one, they seized upon it and swallowed it down, together with their 

blood also; nay, they were now come to fight one with another about 

their plunder; and I cannot but think that, had not their destruction 

prevented it, their barbarity would have made them taste of even the 

dead bodies themselves” (Wars, 6:7:3).   
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(b)  “Now at the same time that Titus Caesar lay at the siege of Jerusalem, 

did Vespasian go on board a merchantship and sailed from Alexandria 

to Rhodes; whence he sailed away in ships with three rows of oars; and 

as he touched at several cities that lay in his road, he was joyfully 

received by them all, and so passed over from Ionia into Greece; 

whence he set sail from Corcyra to the promontory of Iapyx, whence he 

took his journey by land.  But as for Titus, he marched from that 

Cesarea which lay by the sea-side, and came to that which is named 

Cesarea Philippi, and staid there a considerable time, and exhibited all 

sorts of shows there.  And here a great number of the captives were 

destroyed, some being thrown to wild beasts, and others in multitudes 

forced to kill one another, as if they were their enemies.  And here it 

was that Titus was informed of the seizure of Simon the son of Gioras, 

which was made after the manner following:  This Simon, during the 

siege of Jerusalem, was in the upper city; but when the Roman army 

was gotten within the walls, and were laying the city waste, he then 

took the most faithful of his friends with him, and among them some 

that were stone-cutters, with those iron tools which belonged to their 

occupation, and as great a quantity of provisions as would suffice them 

for a long time, and let himself and all them down into a certain 

subterraneous cavern that was not visible above ground.  Now, so far as 

had been digged of old, they went onward along it without disturbance; 

but where they met with solid earth, they dug a mine under ground, and 

this in hopes that they should be able to proceed so far as to rise from 

under ground in a safe place, and by that means escape.  But when they 

came to make the experiment, they were disappointed of their hope; for 

the miners could make but small progress, and that with difficulty also; 

insomuch that their provisions, though they distributed them by 

measure, began to fail them.  And now Simon, thinking he might be 

able to astonish and elude the Romans, put on a white frock, and 

buttoned upon him a purple cloak, and appeared out of the ground in 

the place where the temple had formerly been.  At the first, indeed, 

those that saw him were greatly astonished, and stood still where they 

were; but afterward they came nearer to him, and asked him who he 

was.  Now Simon would not tell them, but bid them call for their 

captain; and when they ran to call him, Terentius Rufus who was left to 

command the army there, came to Simon, and learned of him the whole 

truth, and kept him in bonds, and let Caesar know that he was taken.  

Thus did God bring this man to be punished for what bitter and savage 

tyranny he had exercised against his countrymen by those who were his 

worst enemies; and this while he was not subdued by violence, but 

voluntarily delivered himself up to them to be punished, and that on the 

very same account that he had laid false accusations against many 

Jews, as if they were falling away to the Romans, and had barbarously 

slain them for wicked actions do not escape the Divine anger, nor is 

justice too weak to punish offenders, but in time overtakes those that 
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transgress its laws, and inflicts its punishments upon the wicked in a 

manner, so much more severe, as they expected to escape it on account 

of their not being punished immediately.  Simon was made sensible of 

this by falling under the indignation of the Romans.  This rise of his out 

of the ground did also occasion the discovery of a great number of 

others of the seditious at that time, who had hidden themselves under 

ground.  But for Simon, he was brought to Caesar in bonds, when he 

was come back to that Cesarea which was on the seaside, who gave 

orders that he should be kept against that triumph which he was to 

celebrate at Rome upon this occasion” (Wars, 7:2:1).   

(c)  As Jesus was being led away to be crucified, He warned those who 

were weeping for Him that they should weep for themselves because of 

what was about to come upon them (that generation):  “And following 

Him was a large crowd of the people, and of women who were 

mourning and lamenting Him.  But Jesus turning to them said, 

‘Daughters of Jerusalem, stop weeping for Me, but weep for yourselves 

and for your children.  For behold, the days are coming when they will 

say, ‘Blessed are the barren, and the wombs that never bore, and the 

breasts that never nursed.’  Then they will begin TO SAY TO THE 

MOUNTAINS, ‘FALL ON US,’ AND TO THE HILLS, ‘COVER 

US’” (Luke 23:27-30).   


