
“Eschatology” 

(Part 8:  The Book of Revelation, Covenant Divorce) 

 

 

 

III.  The Book of Revelation.   

D.  Covenant Divorce – “I saw in the right hand of Him who sat on the throne a book 

written inside and on the back, sealed up with seven seals.  And I saw a strong angel 

proclaiming with a loud voice, ‘Who is worthy to open the book and to break its seals?’” 

(Rev. 5:1-2).   

1.  God is putting Israel away for her unfaithfulness.   

a.  God’s covenant with Israel was often likened to a marriage, a marriage to which they 

had been unfaithful.   

(i)  “You adulteress wife, who takes strangers instead of her husband!” (Eze. 16:32).   

(ii)  “God says, ‘If a husband divorces his wife and she goes from him and belongs to 

another man, will he still return to her?  Will not that land be completely polluted?  

But you are a harlot with many lovers; yet you turn to Me,’ declares the LORD” (Jer. 

3:1).   

(iii)  “Thus says the LORD, ‘Where is the certificate of divorce by which I have sent 

your mother away?  Or to whom of My creditors did I sell you?  Behold, you were 

sold for your iniquities, and for your transgressions your mother was sent away” (Isa. 

50:1).   

 

b.  The book of Revelation deals with God’s final divorce from ethnic Israel.   

(i)  For their rejection of Him, by rejecting His Messiah and putting Him to death, the 

Lord is now putting them away.  “Jesus said to them, ‘Did you never read in the 

Scriptures, “The Stone which the builders rejected, this became the chief corner 

stone; this came about from the Lord, and it is marvelous in our eyes”?  Therefore I 

say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people, 

producing the fruit of it.  And he who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; but 

on whomever it falls, it will scatter him like dust’” (Matt. 21:42-44).   

(ii)  He does this in the way prescribed:  a writ of divorce.   

(a)  “When a man takes a wife and marries her, and it happens that she finds no favor 

in his eyes because he has found some indecency in her, and he writes her a 

certificate of divorce and puts it in her hand and sends her out from his house, and 

she leaves his house and goes and becomes another man's wife, 3 and if the latter 

husband turns against her and writes her a certificate of divorce and puts it in her 

hand and sends her out of his house, or if the latter husband dies who took her to 

be his wife, then her former husband who sent her away is not allowed to take her 

again to be his wife, since she has been defiled; for that is an abomination before 

the LORD, and you shall not bring sin on the land which the LORD your God 

gives you as an inheritance” (Deu. 24:1-4).   

(b)  “They said to Him, ‘Why then did Moses command to give her a certificate of 

divorce and send her away?’” (Matt. 19:7).   

(c)  The book/scroll with the seven seals represents that divorce document/judgment.   
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c.  The Lord must deal righteously with Israel before He takes to Himself His new bride, 

the church.   

(i)  We see Israel and the church compared and contrasted in the book as two women, 

one faithful, the other unfaithful:   

(a)  Israel is the harlot, who is also called Babylon, the one responsible for the death 

of the saints and witnesses of Christ:  “Then one of the seven angels who had the 

seven bowls came and spoke with me, saying, ‘Come here, I will show you the 

judgment of the great harlot who sits on many waters, with whom the kings of the 

earth committed acts of immorality, and those who dwell on the earth were made 

drunk with the wine of her immorality.’  And he carried me away in the Spirit into 

a wilderness; and I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast, full of blasphemous 

names, having seven heads and ten horns.  The woman was clothed in purple and 

scarlet, and adorned with gold and precious stones and pearls, having in her hand 

a gold cup full of abominations and of the unclean things of her immorality, and 

on her forehead a name was written, a mystery, ‘BABYLON THE GREAT, THE 

MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.’  

And I saw the woman drunk with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the 

witnesses of Jesus.  When I saw her, I wondered greatly” (Rev. 17:1-6).   

(b)  The church is the chaste bride of Christ:  “And I saw the holy city, new 

Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned 

for her husband.  And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, ‘Behold, the 

tabernacle of God is among men, and He will dwell among them, and they shall 

be His people, and God Himself will be among them, and He will wipe away 

every tear from their eyes; and there will no longer be any death; there will no 

longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have passed away’ . . . 

and nothing unclean, and no one who practices abomination and lying, shall ever 

come into it, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life. . 

. .  Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the 

tree of life, and may enter by the gates into the city.  Outside are the dogs and the 

sorcerers and the immoral persons and the murderers and the idolaters, and 

everyone who loves and practices lying” (Rev. 21:2-4, 27; 22:14-15).   

 

(ii)  They are also contrasted as two cities:  the earthly and heavenly Jerusalem.   

(a)  Ethnic Israel is the earthly Jerusalem.   

(1)  “And their dead bodies will lie in the street of the great city which mystically 

is called Sodom and Egypt, where also their Lord was crucified” (11:8).   

(2)  Ethnic Israel is called Babylon, perhaps because her treatment of the church is 

similar to Babylon’s of Israel.   

 

(b)  The church is the New Jerusalem.   

(1)  “And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great and high mountain, and 

showed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God” 

(21:10).   

(2)  Paul contrasts these cities in a very similar way:  “For it is written that 

Abraham had two sons, one by the bondwoman and one by the free woman.  

But the son by the bondwoman was born according to the flesh, and the son by 
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the free woman through the promise.  This is allegorically speaking, for these 

women are two covenants:  one proceeding from Mount Sinai bearing children 

who are to be slaves; she is Hagar.  Now this Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia 

and corresponds to the present Jerusalem, for she is in slavery with her 

children.  But the Jerusalem above is free; she is our mother.  For it is written, 

‘Rejoice, barren woman who does not bear; break forth and shout, you who are 

not in labor; for more numerous are the children of the desolate than of the one 

who has a husband.’  And you brethren, like Isaac, are children of promise” 

(Gal. 4:22-28).   

  

(iii)  The Lord in putting Israel away brings judgment on her, while He prepares His 

new bride for her wedding day.   

 

2.  Further indicators that Babylon refers to ethnic Israel.   

a.  Both Israel and Babylon are characterized as centers of demonic activity.   

(i)  “After these things I saw another angel coming down from heaven, having great 

authority, and the earth was illumined with his glory.  And he cried out with a 

mighty voice, saying, ‘Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great!  She has become a 

dwelling place of demons and a prison of every unclean spirit, and a prison of every 

unclean and hateful bird’” (Rev. 18:1-2).   

(ii)  This is how Jesus characterized the Israel of His day:  “Now when the unclean 

spirit goes out of a man, it passes through waterless places seeking rest, and does not 

find it.  Then it says, ‘I will return to my house from which I came’; and when it 

comes, it finds it unoccupied, swept, and put in order.  Then it goes and takes along 

with it seven other spirits more wicked than itself, and they go in and live there; and 

the last state of that man becomes worse than the first.  That is the way it will also be 

with this evil generation” (Matt. 12:43-45).   

(a)  During Christ’s ministry, He fought with Satan and broke his hold on Israel, 

“The seventy returned with joy, saying, ‘Lord, even the demons are subject to us 

in Your name.’  And He said to them, ‘I was watching Satan fall from heaven like 

lightning’” (Luke 10:17-18).   

(b)  But when they rejected Him, they opened themselves up to demonic 

reoccupation, with the result that their final condition was even worse than the 

first.   

 

b.  The Lord calls His people to withdraw from Jerusalem/Babylon when the time of her 

judgment comes.   

(i)  “ I heard another voice from heaven, saying, ‘Come out of her, my people, so that 

you will not participate in her sins and receive of her plagues; for her sins have piled 

up as high as heaven, and God has remembered her iniquities’” (Rev. 18:4-5).   

(ii)  This is precisely what Jesus warned His disciples they should do when they saw the 

desolation of Israel drawing near, “Therefore when you see the abomination of 

desolation which was spoken of through Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy 

place (let the reader understand), then those who are in Judea must flee to the 

mountains; whoever is on the housetop must not go down to get the things out that 

are in his house.  Whoever is in the field must not turn back to get his cloak.  But 
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woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing babies in those days!  

But pray that your flight will not be in the winter, or on a Sabbath.  For then there 

will be a great tribulation, such as has not occurred since the beginning of the world 

until now, nor ever will.  Unless those days had been cut short, no life would have 

been saved; but for the sake of the elect those days will be cut short” (Matt. 24:15-

22).   

 

c.  Babylon is called “the great city” – “the great city” is where Jesus was crucified.   

(i)  “Woe, woe, the great city, she who was clothed in fine linen and purple and scarlet, 

and adorned with gold and precious stones and pearls” (18:16).   

(ii)  “Then a strong angel took up a stone like a great millstone and threw it into the sea, 

saying, ‘So will Babylon, the great city, be thrown down with violence, and will not 

be found any longer’” (v. 21).   

(iii)  “And their dead bodies will lie in the street of the great city which mystically is 

called Sodom and Egypt, where also their Lord was crucified” (Rev. 11:8).   

 

d.  Babylon is said to be responsible for the death of all the righteous; Jesus charges 

Jerusalem with that sin.   

(i)  “Rejoice over her, O heaven, and you saints and apostles and prophets, because God 

has pronounced judgment for you against her. . . . And in her was found the blood of 

prophets and of saints and of all who have been slain on the earth” (18:20, 24).   

(ii)  “After these things I heard something like a loud voice of a great multitude in 

heaven, saying, ‘Hallelujah!  Salvation and glory and power belong to our God; 

because His judgments are true and righteous; for He has judged the great harlot who 

was corrupting the earth with her immorality, and He has avenged the blood of His 

bond-servants on her’” (Rev. 19:1-2).   

(iii)  “Therefore, behold, I am sending you prophets and wise men and scribes; some of 

them you will kill and crucify, and some of them you will scourge in your 

synagogues, and persecute from city to city, so that upon you may fall the guilt of all 

the righteous blood shed on earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of 

Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, whom you murdered between the temple and the 

altar.  Truly I say to you, all these things will come upon this generation” (Matt. 

23:34-36).   

 

e.  To summarize:  The book of Revelation is a prophetic warning to the church of the 

coming judgment of God against ethnic Israel for her infidelity to God’s covenant.   

(i)  “But whatever city you enter and they do not receive you, go out into its streets and 

say, ‘Even the dust of your city which clings to our feet we wipe off in protest 

against you; yet be sure of this, that the kingdom of God has come near.’  I say to 

you, it will be more tolerable in that day for Sodom than for that city” (Luke 10:10-

12).   

(ii)  “And that slave who knew his master's will and did not get ready or act in accord 

with his will, will receive many lashes, but the one who did not know it, and 

committed deeds worthy of a flogging, will receive but few. From everyone who has 

been given much, much will be required; and to whom they entrusted much, of him 

they will ask all the more” (Luke 12:47-48).   


