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(Part 29:  The New Heavens and Earth) 

 

 

 

III.  The Book of Revelation.   

V.  The New Heavens and Earth (21:1-8).    

1.  Overview.   

a.  Some see Revelation 21-22 as referring to the present age.   

(i)  They believe John is backing up to the point in time just after the 

destruction of the old Jerusalem.   

(ii)  They see a Postmillennial emphasis to this description, primarily 

because they see the bride coming down from heaven as the marriage of 

the Lamb, which was said to take place immediately following the 

destruction of the old Jerusalem (19:7).   

(iii)  John gives us a picture of the glory of the New Covenant age, and 

shows how the Kingdom of God will soon fill the earth with blessing.   

 

b.  Others see these chapters as future:   

(i)  The Lamb took His new bride (the church) after putting away faithless 

Israel, but that bride was not limited to the believers of that time – it 

includes all who trust in Christ throughout the ages, including us.   

(ii)  Here we see a vision of the glorious future of the bride once she has 

reached her consummation.   

(a)  After the resurrection/rapture and final judgment, she will be 

complete:  all the elect from the Gentiles and Jews will have been 

gathered.   

(b)  And now will come the time of her glorification.   

 

(iii)  The Creation itself will also have entered its consummatory state, 

prepared as the perfect environment for the glorified church.   

 

2.  All things made new:  “Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the 

first heaven and the first earth passed away, and there is no longer any 

sea” (21:1).   

a.  John now sees in his vision the new Creation.   

(i)  At some point between the rapture/resurrection and the final judgment, 

the old heaven and earth will be renovated.   

(ii)  The power of the New Creation in Christ will have been applied to the 

old creation, the curse will be removed, everything will be purified by 

fire, and all things will be made new again.   

(a)  Christ’s work not only provided the basis to make us new creatures 

(2 Cor. 5:17), but to make the creation new as well, “For it was the 

Father's good pleasure for all the fullness to dwell in Him, and 

through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace 
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through the blood of His cross; through Him, I say, whether things on 

earth or things in heaven” (Col. 1:19-20; cf. Eph. 1:10).   

(b)  Peter tells us that this will take place around the time of the Second 

Coming, “Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will 

come with their mocking, following after their own lusts, 4 and 

saying, ‘Where is the promise of His coming?  For ever since the 

fathers fell asleep, all continues just as it was from the beginning of 

creation.’  5 For when they maintain this, it escapes their notice that 

by the word of God the heavens existed long ago and the earth was 

formed out of water and by water, 6 through which the world at that 

time was destroyed, being flooded with water.  7 But by His word the 

present heavens and earth are being reserved for fire, kept for the day 

of judgment and destruction of ungodly men.  8 But do not let this one 

fact escape your notice, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a 

thousand years, and a thousand years like one day.  9 The Lord is not 

slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward 

you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.  

10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens 

will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with 

intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up.  11 Since 

all these things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort of people 

ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, 12 looking for and 

hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the 

heavens will be destroyed by burning, and the elements will melt with 

intense heat!  13 But according to His promise we are looking for new 

heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness dwells” (2 Pet. 3:3-

13).   

(c)  Paul tells us it will happen when our bodies are redeemed, which 

will take place when Christ returns (1 Thes. 4:16-17), “For the 

anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly for the revealing of the 

sons of God.  20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not 

willingly, but because of Him who subjected it, in hope 21 that the 

creation itself also will be set free from its slavery to corruption into 

the freedom of the glory of the children of God.  22 For we know that 

the whole creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth together 

until now.  23 And not only this, but also we ourselves, having the 

first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, 

waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our body.  

24 For in hope we have been saved, but hope that is seen is not hope; 

for who hopes for what he already sees?  25 But if we hope for what 

we do not see, with perseverance we wait eagerly for it” (Rom 8:19-

25).   

(d)  Everything will return to its pristine purity as before the Fall, only 

better.   
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b.  As to the fact there is no longer any sea, this can mean one of at least two 

things:   

(i)  There is virtually no more sea:   

(a)  There will be no need for the waters of the flood in the New 

Creation.   

(b)  No need of the hydrologic cycle, since the Lord will directly control 

all things and meet the needs of His people.   

(c)  If the Lord intends to “redeem” the ocean life, as well as the animal 

life in the New Creation, this doesn’t seem very likely.   

 

(ii)  Or there will be no more warfare among the nations.   

(a)  The sea in Scripture often represents the nations and its unrest the 

turmoil that exists among them.   

(b)  “Alas, the uproar of many peoples who roar like the roaring of the 

seas, and the rumbling of nations who rush on like the rumbling of 

mighty waters!  The nations rumble on like the rumbling of many 

waters, but He will rebuke them and they will flee far away, and be 

chased like chaff in the mountains before the wind, or like whirling 

dust before a gale” (Isa. 17:12-13).   

(c)  “By awesome deeds You answer us in righteousness, O God of our 

salvation, You who are the trust of all the ends of the earth and of the 

farthest sea; who establishes the mountains by His strength, being 

girded with might; who stills the roaring of the seas, the roaring of 

their waves, and the tumult of the peoples” (Ps. 65:5-7).   

(d)  This will obviously be missing in the New Creation along with every 

other manifestation of sin.   

 

3.  The church completed and glorified:  “2 And I saw the holy city, new 

Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride 

adorned for her husband.”   

a.  This is how the glorified church (the bride of Christ) is represented:  as the 

heavenly city, the New Jerusalem, the Jerusalem that is above:   

(i)  This is the way the author to the Hebrews represents her:  “For you have 

not come to a mountain that can be touched and to a blazing fire, and to 

darkness and gloom and whirlwind, 19 and to the blast of a trumpet and 

the sound of words which sound was such that those who heard begged 

that no further word be spoken to them.  20 For they could not bear the 

command, ‘If even a beast touches the mountain, it will be stoned.’  21 

And so terrible was the sight, that Moses said, ‘I am full of fear and 

trembling.’  22 But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the 

living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to myriads of angels, 23 to the 

general assembly and church of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, 

and to God, the Judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made 

perfect, 24 and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the 

sprinkled blood, which speaks better than the blood of Abel” (Heb. 

12:18-24).   
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(ii)  And Paul, “For it is written that Abraham had two sons, one by the 

bondwoman and one by the free woman.  23 But the son by the 

bondwoman was born according to the flesh, and the son by the free 

woman through the promise.  24 This is allegorically speaking, for these 

women are two covenants:  one proceeding from Mount Sinai bearing 

children who are to be slaves; she is Hagar.  25 Now this Hagar is Mount 

Sinai in Arabia and corresponds to the present Jerusalem, for she is in 

slavery with her children.  26 But the Jerusalem above is free; she is our 

mother” (Gal. 4:22-26).   

(a)  The church and national Israel are contrasted in Scripture as the 

Jerusalem below and that above:   

(b)  One represents the bondage of the Covenant of Works which was 

renewed at Sinai (the Jerusalem below that would soon be destroyed 

by God) and the other the freedom (freedom from sin) of the New 

Covenant (the Jerusalem above).   

(c)  The heavenly Jerusalem is both the dwelling of the saints and 

representative of the saints themselves, just as the earthly Jerusalem 

represented the Jewish people.   

 

b.  This is the bride in her consummate state.   

(i)  Now that she is complete – having the full number of the elect, having 

been raised, having passed through judgment, and now glorified – she 

comes to dwell in the New Creation forever with her Lord.   

(ii)  The glorified body of the Second Adam will be the citizenship of this 

New Earth, just as the first Adam was the citizen of the original unfallen 

creation.   

(iii)  The first Adam will also be in this New Creation as part of the body of 

the Second Adam, as he too was redeemed by Christ.   

 

4.  Conditions in the New Creation:   

a.  First, we will have an intimate relationship and much closer communion 

with our Lord:  “And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, 

"Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men, and He will dwell among 

them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself will be among 

them” (v. 3).   

(i)  This is the consummation or the fulfillment of our relationship with the 

Lord.   

(ii)  God is no longer in heaven and man upon the earth:  God dwells among 

men.   

(iii)  He will receive His saints – those reconciled by Christ to the Father – 

as His own people, as His children.   

(a)  God will dwell among His people as He did with Adam and Eve at 

the beginning.   

(b)  This is indicative of the removal of the curse that originally 

separated man from God.   
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b.  All the effects of the curse of the broken Covenant of Works will be 

removed:  “And He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there 

will no longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or 

crying, or pain; the first things have passed away.  And He who sits on 

the throne said, ‘Behold, I am making all things new.’  And He said, 

‘Write, for these words are faithful and true’” (vv. 4-5).   

(i)  There will no longer be any sin to cause the things that bring pain.   

(ii)  There will be no more death:  death can be the ultimate cause of grief; 

but in the New Creation, death has been swallowed up by life (2 Cor. 

5:4).   

(iii)  The curse, brought on mankind by Adam, has now been fully removed.   

(iv)  The Lord has made all things new again.   

(v)  This is one of the primary reasons that this passage can’t be referring to 

the present time or to a future golden age.   

(a)  It is generally agreed that there will still be death and some measure 

of suffering during the millennium as conceived of by the 

Postmillennialist, even though it will be brought to a minimum by 

God’s blessing.   

(b)  Here, all of these things have been removed forever:  “There will no 

longer be any death . . . mourning . . . crying . . . pain . . .”   

 

5.  The call and promise of the Gospel:  “Then He said to me, ‘It is done.  I am 

the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end.  I will give to the 

one who thirsts from the spring of the water of life without cost.  He who 

overcomes will inherit these things, and I will be his God and he will be 

My son” (vv. 6-7).   

a.  The Lord is the beginning and the end:  He who began His plan to glorify 

Himself through the salvation of His people will also bring it to its 

conclusion.   

b.  On this basis, He extends this promise:  whoever thirsts may come to the 

spring of salvation and drink from the water of life.   

(i)  Among John’s readers – just prior to 70 AD – there would be those who 

still had not received God’s grace, who would be caught by surprise by 

His judgment, who would not listen to His words.   

(ii)  There would also be those in the history that was to follow who would 

by God’s grace seek to enter the heavenly city.   

(iii)  And so Jesus – the Alpha and Omega (Cf. 22:12-13) – issues the call 

of the Gospel, as He did to the woman of Samaria.   

(a)  “Jesus answered and said to her, ‘If you knew the gift of God, and 

who it is who says to you, “Give Me a drink,” you would have asked 

Him, and He would have given you living water’” (John 4:10).   

(b)  For those who were about to enter into the tribulation, there was the 

promise that if by God’s grace – by the living water of the Spirit – 

they would persevere – it is those who persevere by God’s grace to 

the end without denying Him that would be saved (Matt. 24:13) – 
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they would inherit the right to enter into the city through Christ, and 

God would receive them into His family as sons and daughters.   

 

6.  The warning:   

a.  What about those who fail through unbelief?  “But for the cowardly and 

unbelieving and abominable and murderers and immoral persons and 

sorcerers and idolaters and all liars, their part will be in the lake that 

burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death” (v. 8).   

b.  Those who fail to listen to the warning, and to trust in Jesus, those who 

follow the beast and the false prophet, who follow Satan, whose lives show 

that they are of the same nature as them, they will share the same fate in the 

lake of fire, the second death.   
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