
“Eschatology” 

(Part 27:  The Millennium) 

 

 

 

III.  The Book of Revelation.   

U.  The Millennium (Revelation 20:1-10).   

1.  Preliminary considerations of the differing views of the Millennium.   

a.  There are at least four views of the millennium.   

(i)  Historicist view:  that it is a long period of time (1000 years or longer), 

sometime in the future, when Satan will be bound and righteousness will 

prevail, before Christ comes again (Second Coming) to bring the final 

judgment.   

(ii)  Premillennial view:  that it is a literal period of a thousand years, sometime 

in the future, when Satan will be bound and righteousness will prevail, after 

Christ comes again (Second Coming), but before the final judgment.   

(iii)  Amillennial view:  that it is a figurative period of time (longer than 1000 

years), taking place now between Christ’s first and second comings, where 

Satan is bound (in a narrow sense, so that he might not deceive the nations), 

while the two kingdoms of light and darkness are fighting against one 

another, which fighting will not be resolved until Christ returns (Second 

Coming) and brings the final judgment.   

(iv)  Postmillennial view:  that it is a figurative period of time (longer than 

1000 years), that is taking place now (or sometime in the future) between 

Christ’s first and second comings, when Satan is bound (or will be more 

strictly bound) and Christ’s kingdom will exert a great deal more influence 

before Christ comes again (Second Coming) to bring the final judgment.   

 

b.  The premillennial view is ruled out by the rest of NT Scripture.   

(i)  Remember that this isn’t the only passage in the Bible that deals with the 

future sequence of events.   

(a)  The rest of the NT teaches that when Christ returns, the general 

resurrection, rapture of all the living, the Day of the Lord, Day of God, 

final judgment, Cosmic Renewal, and the end of Christ’s mediatorial 

reign will all take place, ruling out an earthly millennium to follow.   

(b)  A key principle of Biblical interpretation is that the more obscure 

passage (such as this passage regarding the millennium) should be 

interpreted in light of clearer passages (such as those found in the 

epistolary literature of the NT).   

 

(ii)  We’ve also seen that God has fulfilled His plan for national Israel (as 

evidenced by His judgment against them for the rejection and crucifixion of 

His Son) and now has no plan for Israel apart from the church (Rom. 11).  

This rules out the Dispensational idea that God must fulfill His promises to 

Israel in an earthly millennium.   
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(iii)  Another thing to bear in mind is the kingdom mentioned in the Old 

Testament is not said to last merely for a thousand years, but forever:  “I 

kept looking in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven one 

like a Son of Man was coming, and He came up to the Ancient of Days and 

was presented before Him.  And to Him was given dominion, glory and a 

kingdom, that all the peoples, nations and men of every language might 

serve Him.  His dominion is an everlasting dominion which will not pass 

away; and His kingdom is one which will not be destroyed” (Dan. 7:13-14; 

cf. 2:44).   

 

c.  The historicist view is ruled out by Preterist considerations, leaving only the 

Amillennial and Postmillennial views which we’ll consider in the future.   

 

2.  This vision has to do with the beginning, progress and conclusion of the church 

age.   

a.  It begins with the binding of Satan that Christ’s kingdom may advance:  “Then 

I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding the key of the abyss 

and a great chain in his hand. 2 And he laid hold of the dragon, the 

serpent of old, who is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand 

years; 3 and he threw him into the abyss, and shut it and sealed it over 

him, so that he would not deceive the nations any longer, until the 

thousand years were completed; after these things he must be released for 

a short time” (vv. 1-3).   
(i)  When does this take place?   

(a)  If the events of this vision take place following those of chapter 19, then 

it begins at the judgment of the beast and false prophet around 70 AD.   

(b)  The vision could also be backing up in time to represent the binding of 

Satan that occurred at the beginning of Christ’s ministry.   

 

(ii)  Christ is the One represented by the angel.   

(a)  Certainly, it could be an angel sent to do this work by Christ, especially 

if it takes place during 70 AD.   

(b)  But it is most likely referring to Christ Himself.   

(1)  This isn’t unusual since in the OT He appears in many instances as 

the angel of the Lord (Ex. 3:2-4).   

(2)  He also appears as an angel in the book of Revelation:   

(A)  “I saw another strong angel coming down out of heaven, clothed 

with a cloud; and the rainbow was upon his head, and his face was 

like the sun, and his feet like pillars of fire” (Rev. 10:1).   

(B)  The angel of chapter 10 appears to be the same character 

described in chapter 1, who is Christ, “And in the middle of the 

lampstands I saw one like a son of man, clothed in a robe reaching 

to the feet, and girded across His chest with a golden sash. 14 His 

head and His hair were white like white wool, like snow; and His 

eyes were like a flame of fire. 15 His feet were like burnished 

bronze, when it has been made to glow in a furnace, and His voice 
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was like the sound of many waters. 16 In His right hand He held 

seven stars, and out of His mouth came a sharp two-edged sword; 

and His face was like the sun shining in its strength” (1:13-16).   

 

(c)  Christ is the one with authority over the devil, as represented by His 

holding the keys to death and Hades:   

(1)  “And the living One; and I was dead, and behold, I am alive 

forevermore, and I have the keys of death and of Hades” (1:18).   

(2)  “Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding the key of 

the abyss and a great chain in his hand” (20:1).   

(3)  Christ is also the One who came to crush the serpent’s head, “The 

one who practices sin is of the devil; for the devil has sinned from the 

beginning.  The Son of God appeared for this purpose, to destroy the 

works of the devil” (1 John 3:8; cf. Gen. 3:15).   

 

(iii)  Clearly, Christ bound Satan at His first coming, that He might spoil his 

house.   

(a)  “But if I cast out demons by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God 

has come upon you.  Or how can anyone enter the strong man's house 

and carry off his property, unless he first binds the strong man?  And 

then he will plunder his house” (Matt. 12:28-29).   

(b)  His plundering Satan’s house primarily refers to His rescuing His elect:  

“Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself 

likewise also partook of the same, that through death He might render 

powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil, and might 

free those who through fear of death were subject to slavery all their 

lives” (Heb. 2:14-15).   

 

(iv)  The chain represents a limited binding of Satan, not an absolute binding.   

(a)  Satan is still able to do some things, but under Christ’s absolute control 

– Christ has Satan on a leash.   

(1)  The demons are also said to be in chains, but are still free to do some 

measure of harm:  “And angels who did not keep their own domain, 

but abandoned their proper abode, He has kept in eternal bonds under 

darkness for the judgment of the great day” (Jude 1:6).   

(2)  This is not a special group of fallen angels, but all the fallen angels:  

even though they’re bound, they were still able to create a great deal 

of mischief during Christ’s earthly ministry, though always while 

under His authority.   

 

(b)  Satan is bound in that he might not deceive the nations so that the 

Gospel may advance.   

(1)  “And he threw him into the abyss, and shut it and sealed it over 

him, so that he would not deceive the nations any longer, until the 

thousand years were completed; after these things he must be 

released for a short time” (Rev. 20:3).   
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(2)  This is further demonstrated by what happens once he is released:  

“When the thousand years are completed, Satan will be released 

from his prison, and will come out to deceive the nations which 

are in the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather 

them together for the war; the number of them is like the sand of 

the seashore” (vv. 7-8).   
(3)  This binding takes place at the beginning of Christ’s ministry and 

continues through the end of His earthly mediatorial kingdom (the 

Christian Era; there is also a sense in which it never ends).   

(4)  This is the Millennium:  the time of Satan’s binding.   

 

3.  Satan is bound that the Lord might advance a kingdom of righteousness.  “Then I 

saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was given to them.  And I 

saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony of 

Jesus and because of the word of God, and those who had not worshiped the 

beast or his image, and had not received the mark on their forehead and on 

their hand; and they came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand 

years. 5 The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years 

were completed.  This is the first resurrection. 6 Blessed and holy is the one 

who has a part in the first resurrection; over these the second death has no 

power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with Him 

for a thousand years” (20:4-6).   
a.  While Satan is bound, the Lord sets up another kingdom:   

(i)  Those who are part of the first resurrection rule and reign with Christ 

during this time frame (we’ll consider what this resurrection next week).   

(ii)  These are those who gave their life for Christ (martyrs) and the saints who 

persevered without compromising their faith during the 70 AD destruction 

of Jerusalem, as well as those who would lay down their lives for Him 

during the millennium (all believers).   

(iii)  Note that those who die in the Lord today, go to rule and reign with Christ 

in heaven.   

 

b.  This kingdom was established at the time of the beast’s (Rome’s) reign 

according to Daniel’s interpretation of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream.   

(i)  “Then there will be a fourth kingdom as strong as iron; inasmuch as iron 

crushes and shatters all things, so, like iron that breaks in pieces, it will 

crush and break all these in pieces. 41 In that you saw the feet and toes, 

partly of potter's clay and partly of iron, it will be a divided kingdom; but it 

will have in it the toughness of iron, inasmuch as you saw the iron mixed 

with common clay. 42 As the toes of the feet were partly of iron and partly 

of pottery, so some of the kingdom will be strong and part of it will be 

brittle. 43 And in that you saw the iron mixed with common clay, they will 

combine with one another in the seed of men; but they will not adhere to 

one another, even as iron does not combine with pottery. 44 In the days of 

those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which will never be 

destroyed, and that kingdom will not be left for another people; it will crush 
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and put an end to all these kingdoms, but it will itself endure forever. 45 

Inasmuch as you saw that a stone was cut out of the mountain without 

hands and that it crushed the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver and the 

gold, the great God has made known to the king what will take place in the 

future; so the dream is true and its interpretation is trustworthy” (Dan. 2:40-

45; cf. chapter 7).   

(ii)  This is precisely the time frame in which our Lord received His kingdom 

according to the NT Scriptures:   

(a)  “And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, ‘All authority has been 

given to Me in heaven and on earth.  Go therefore and make disciples of 

all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and 

the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and 

lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age’” (Matt. 28:18-20).   

(b)  “But He, having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, sat down at 

the right hand of God, waiting from that time onward until His enemies 

be made a footstool for His feet” (Heb. 10:12-13).   

(c)  Note:  with Satan’s binding, the kingdom can advance.  Now is the time 

for the church to preach and bear witness to the Gospel.   

 

4.  At the end of the millennium (Church Age) Satan is released.  “And he threw 

him into the abyss, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he would not 

deceive the nations any longer, until the thousand years were completed; 

after these things he must be released for a short time . . .  When the 

thousand years are completed, Satan will be released from his prison” (vv. 3, 

7).  Verses 1-3 show us the first phase of Christ’s triumph over Satan; vv. 7-10 

show us the second and concluding phase.   

a.  Satan is released for a short while (v. 3).   

(i)  He gathers the majority of mankind for a final assault on the church:  

“When the thousand years are completed, Satan will be released from 

his prison, 8 and will come out to deceive the nations which are in the 

four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together for 

the war; the number of them is like the sand of the seashore. 9 And 

they came up on the broad plain of the earth and surrounded the camp 

of the saints and the beloved city” (vv. 7-9).   
(ii)  Christ’s rule will have spread over the whole world by this time, but only a 

minority of mankind will be converted (Matt. 7:14).   

(iii)  The Lord makes it clear who are His and who are not just prior to His 

return so that His just treatment of them will be clearly seen.    

 

b.  But Christ destroys him His Second Coming.  “And fire came down from 

heaven and devoured them. . . . the devil who deceived them was thrown 

into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet 

are also; and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever” (vv. 

9-10).   
(i)  Notice the similarity with Paul’s description of Christ’s Second Coming in 

2 Thessalonians 1:6-8, “For after all it is only just for God to repay with 
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affliction those who afflict you, 7 and to give relief to you who are afflicted 

and to us as well when the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with 

His mighty angels in flaming fire, 8 dealing out retribution to those who do 

not know God and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.”   

(ii)  It’s at this time that the Lord will deal with the ringleader of the unholy 

trinity:  the devil.   

(a)  He is now thrown into the lake of fire where the beast (Nero) and the 

false prophet (Roman Procurator/High Priestly aristocracy) were also 

cast (19:20).   

(b)  Those who followed them will also join them in that place of torment, 

“And if anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was 

thrown into the lake of fire” (Rev. 20:15).  This is also true of those who 

follow him today.   

(c)  Those who follow Christ will reign with Him; but those who follow the 

devil will be tormented with him.   

(d)  What follows is the resurrection and final judgment, which we’ll 

consider next time.   


