
“Eschatology” 

(Part 23:  Judgment on Babylon) 

 

 

 

III.  The Book of Revelation.   

Q.  Judgment on Babylon.  “Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls 

came and spoke with me, saying, ‘Come here, I will show you the judgment of the 

great harlot who sits on many waters’” (Revelation 17:1).   

1.  There are two women contrasted in Revelation:  the harlot and the bride.   

a.  One is overthrown so that the other may appear in all her glory.   

b.  Chapters 17 and 18 show us the overthrow of the harlot, Babylon.   

c.  Chapter 19 introduces us to the bride.   

 

2.  The angel calls to John to come and see the judgment of the great harlot:   

a.  Who is the harlot?   

(i)  Some believe her to be Rome because she is represented as sitting on many 

waters (v. 1); because she is sitting on a beast whose seven heads represent 

seven hills (v. 9); and because the nations have grown wealthy by her trade 

(18:3).   

(ii)  We already know the harlot is Jerusalem.   

(a)  She is the one drunk with the blood of saints (v. 6).   

(1)  Rome (the beast) made war on the saints and was able to overcome 

them for a time (13:7).   

(2)  But Jesus charges the blood of the saints to the Jews (Matt. 23:34-35).   

 

(b)  She is the one whom the Lord would make desolate through Rome (v. 16).  

Rome would not destroy herself – the beast, as we’ve seen, is Rome.   

(c)  Jerusalem is “the great city” (v. 18).   

(1)  “And their dead bodies will lie in the street of the great city which 

mystically is called Sodom and Egypt, where also their Lord was 

crucified” (11:8).   

(2)  Jerusalem is the “great city” that was split into three factions with the 

onset of the War with Rome, “The great city was split into three parts, 

and the cities of the nations fell.  Babylon the great was remembered 

before God, to give her the cup of the wine of His fierce wrath” (16:19).   

 

(iii)  She has committed spiritual adultery by rejecting her God in Jesus Christ and 

by submitting instead to emperor worship.   

(iv) For her unfaithfulness to the covenant, the Lord is now pursuing His lawsuit 

against her.   

 

b.  The fact that she sits on many waters indicates her influence was wide spread 

throughout the Roman Empire.   

(i)  In Acts 2:8-11, we get a sampling of where the Jews lived in the empire:  

“And how is it that we each hear them in our own language to which we were 
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born?  Parthians and Medes and Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, 

Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and 

the districts of Libya around Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and 

proselytes, Cretans and Arabs – we hear them in our own tongues speaking of 

the mighty deeds of God.”   

(ii)  “The Roman-Hellenistic period is characterized by an increase in the number 

of Jews throughout the civilized world.  Hundreds of thousands of Jews lived 

in Babylon, Syria, Cyprus, Asia Minor, Egypt, Cyreaica, the Dodecanese 

Islands, Greece and Italy.  Their number grew from generation to generation 

by the combined effect of natural increase, migration from Palestine and 

conversions to Judaism, which reached record proportions during the 

generation preceding the destruction of the Temple” (Bass, 376).   

 

c.  Her influence was widespread.  “With whom the kings of the earth committed 

acts of immorality, and those who dwell on the earth were made drunk with 

the wine of her immorality” (v. 2).   

(i)  “She who has made all the nations drink of the wine of the passion of her 

immorality” (14:8).  She was guilty of spreading her immorality – spiritual 

idolatry – to all the nations – where all the Jews were living throughout the 

Roman Empire.   

(ii)  This includes the kings of the land (earth).  “In the limits of Samaria and 

Judea lies the village Anuath, which is also named Borceos.  This is the 

northern boundary of Judea.  The southern parts of Judea, if they be measured 

lengthways, are bounded by a village adjoining to the confines of Arabia; the 

Jews that dwell there call it Jordan.  However, its breadth is extended from the 

river Jordan to Joppa.  The city Jerusalem is situated in the very middle; on 

which account some have, with sagacity enough, called that city the Navel of 

the country.  Nor indeed is Judea destitute of such delights as come from the 

sea, since its maritime places extend as far as Ptolemais:  it was parted into 

eleven portions, of which the royal city Jerusalem was the supreme, and 

presided over all the neighboring country, as the head does over the body.  As 

to the other cities that were inferior to it, they presided over their several 

toparchies; Gophna was the second of those cities, and next to that Acrabatta, 

after them Thamna, and Lydda, and Emmaus, and Pella, and Idumea, and 

Engaddi, and Herodium, and Jericho; and after them came Jamnia, and Joppa, 

as presiding over the neighboring people; and besides these there was the 

region of Gamala, and Gaulanitis, and Batanea, and Trachonitis, which are also 

parts of the kingdom of Agrippa.  This [last] country begins at Mount Libanus, 

and the fountains of Jordan, and reaches breadthways to the lake of Tiberias; 

and in length is extended from a village called Arpha, as far as Julias.  Its 

inhabitants are a mixture of Jews and Syrians. —  And thus have I, will all 

possibly brevity, described the country of Judea, and those that lie round about 

it” (Wars, 3.3.5).   

(iii)  It also included the kings of the nations:  “Concerning the holy city I must 

now say what is necessary.  It, as I have already stated, is my native country, 

and the metropolis, not only of the one country of Judaea, but also of many, by 
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reason of the colonies which it has sent out from time to time into the 

bordering districts of Egypt, Phoenicia, Syria in general, and especially that 

part of it which is called Coelo-Syria, and also with those more distant regions 

of Pamphylia, Cilicia, the greater part of Asia Minor as far as Bithynia, and the 

furthermost corners of Pontus.  And in the same manner into Europe, into 

Thessaly, and Boeotia, and Macedonia, and Aetolia, and Attica, and Argos, 

and Corinth and all the most fertile and wealthiest districts of Peloponnesus.  

And not only are the continents full of Jewish colonies, but also all the most 

celebrated islands are so too; such as Euboea, and Cyprus, and Crete.   

 

“I say nothing of the countries beyond the Euphrates, for all of them except a 

very small portion, and Babylon, and all the satrapies around, which have any 

advantages whatever of soil or climate, have Jews settled in them.  So that if 

my native land is, as it reasonably may be, looked upon as entitled to a share in 

your favour, it is not one city only that would then be benefited by you, but ten 

thousand of them in every region of the habitable world, in Europe, in Asia, 

and in Africa, on the continent, in the islands, on the coasts, and in the inland 

parts.  And it corresponds well to the greatness of your good fortune, that, by 

conferring benefits on one city, you should also benefit ten thousand others, so 

that your renown may be celebrated in every part of the habitable world, and 

many praises of you may be combined with thanksgiving” (Philo, Gaius, 281-

284).   

 

d.  The woman revealed.  “3 And he carried me away in the Spirit into a 

wilderness; and I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast, full of 

blasphemous names, having seven heads and ten horns.”   

(i)  The woman (Israel) is represented as in the wilderness because of her 

spiritual infidelity and the fact she has been rejected by God (Hosea 2:2-3).   

(ii)  She was sitting on a scarlet beast full of blasphemous names, with seven 

heads and ten horns.   

(a)  The beast is Rome.  The fact that Satan (Rev. 12:3) and the first beast 

(13:1) are described in the same way shows us that Satan is the 

empowering influence behind Rome.   

(b)  She is shown sitting on the beast because at this time, Israel had 

depended on Rome for her national existence for about one hundred 

years.   

(c)  Israel also leaned on Rome during their persecution and crucifixion of 

the Messiah (John 11:48).   

(d)  The seven heads refer to the seven Roman emperors and the ten horns 

to ten regional monarchs subject to Rome.   

 

(iii)  She is adorned in priestly attire.  “4 The woman was clothed in purple 

and scarlet, and adorned with gold and precious stones and pearls, 

having in her hand a gold cup full of abominations and of the unclean 

things of her immorality.”   
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(a)  Her clothing resembles that of the high priestly garments and 

breastplate (Ex. 39:1-3, 8-13).   

(b)  She has in her hand a cup full of abominations instead of a drink 

offering, representing her guilt and God’s judgment that is falling on her.  

“‘You will be filled with drunkenness and sorrow, the cup of horror and 

desolation, the cup of your sister Samaria.  You will drink it and drain it.  

Then you will gnaw its fragments and tear your breasts; for I have 

spoken,’ declares the Lord GOD.  Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD, 

‘Because you have forgotten Me and cast Me behind your back, bear 

now the punishment of your lewdness and your harlotries’” (Ez. 23:33-

35).   

(c)  Instead of “holiness to the Lord” engraved on her forehead, she has that 

consistent with her harlotry.  “5 And on her forehead a name was 

written, a mystery, ‘BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF 

HARLOTS AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.’”   
(1)  “The ‘mitre,’ or upper turban, [was] a twisted band of eight yards of 

fine linen coiled into a cap, with a gold plate in front, engraved with 

‘Holiness to the Lord,’ fastened to it by a ribbon of blue.  To the high 

priest alone it was permitted to enter the holy of holies, which he did 

only once a year, on the great Day of Atonement, for ‘the way into the 

holiest of all was not yet made manifest’ (Easton).   

(2)  She has the forehead of a harlot:  “Therefore the showers have been 

withheld, and there has been no spring rain.  Yet you had a harlot's 

forehead; you refused to be ashamed” (Jer. 3:3).   

(3)  She is called “great” because, as we’ve seen, she was a very 

significant city.   

 

(iv)  She is guilty of having martyred the saints.  “6 And I saw the woman 

drunk with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the witnesses 

of Jesus.  When I saw her, I wondered greatly.”   

(a)  Jesus said He would charge that generation with the guilt of the shed 

blood of the saints.   

(b)  “Fill up, then, the measure of the guilt of your fathers.  You serpents, 

you brood of vipers, how will you escape the sentence of hell?   

Therefore, behold, I am sending you prophets and wise men and scribes; 

some of them you will kill and crucify, and some of them you will 

scourge in your synagogues, and persecute from city to city, so that upon 

you may fall the guilt of all the righteous blood shed on earth, from the 

blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, 

whom you murdered between the temple and the altar.  Truly I say to 

you, all these things will come upon this generation.  Jerusalem, 

Jerusalem, who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her!  

How often I wanted to gather your children together, the way a hen 

gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were unwilling.  Behold, 

your house is being left to you desolate!” (Matt. 23:32-38).   
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e.  The interpretation.  “7 And the angel said to me, ‘Why do you wonder?  I 

will tell you the mystery of the woman and of the beast that carries her, 

which has the seven heads and the ten horns.  8 The beast that you saw 

was, and is not, and is about to come up out of the abyss and go to 

destruction.  And those who dwell on the earth, whose name has not been 

written in the book of life from the foundation of the world, will wonder 

when they see the beast, that he was and is not and will come.’”   

(i)  The fact that the angel explains shows that it wasn’t God’s intention to 

keep these things a mystery to the church.   

(ii)  That the beast was and is not and is about to come up from the abyss and 

go to destruction, is a parody of the divine name – who was, who is and 

who is to come (Rev. 1:4, 8) – just as the name on the forehead of the harlot 

is a parody of the high priest.   

(iii)  It’s also an indication of the counterfeit death and resurrection of the 

beast.   

(a)  The beast, as we’ve seen, is individually Nero, and corporately, Rome.   

(1)  “I saw one of his heads as if it had been slain, and his fatal wound 

was healed.  And the whole earth was amazed and followed after the 

beast” (Rev. 13:3).   

(2)  “And he deceives those who dwell on the earth because of the signs 

which it was given him to perform in the presence of the beast, telling 

those who dwell on the earth to make an image to the beast who had 

the wound of the sword and has come to life” (v. 14).  

(3)  “The beast which was and is not, is himself also an eighth and is one 

of the seven, and he goes to destruction” (17:11).   

 

(b)  This represents what we saw before:  When Nero killed himself, it 

looked as though the Roman Empire was finished because of its inner 

struggle over who would be the next Caesar.  But when Vespasian came 

to the throne, Rome miraculously pulled herself together and appeared as 

an empire that had come alive from the dead.   

(c)  Those who dwell on the earth will wonder after the beast, whose names 

were not written in the Lamb’s book of life – they would give 

themselves to emperor worship.   

 

(iv)  The beast represents Rome.  “9 Here is the mind which has wisdom. 

The seven heads are seven mountains on which the woman sits.”   

(a)  Rome is built on seven mountains.   

(b)  The woman sits on the seven mountains, but she isn’t Rome.  She is 

supported by Rome.   

 

(v)  The seven heads represent seven kings.  “10 And they are seven kings; 

five have fallen, one is, the other has not yet come; and when he comes, 

he must remain a little while.”   
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(a)  Five have fallen – the first five Caesars – one is (the sixth, Nero) – the 

other has not yet come – Galba, who was the seventh and reigned for 6 

months (a little while).   

(b)  The fact that Revelation was written during the reign of the sixth king 

indicates the date of the book (some time before 68 AD).   

 

(vi)  The beast is also an eighth king.  “11 The beast which was and is not, is 

himself also an eighth and is one of the seven, and he goes to 

destruction.”   

(a)  There is also an eighth that will arise, who is somehow connected with 

the seven, whose appearance will revive Rome:  Vespasian.   

(b)  The first seven are:  Julius, Augustus, Tiberius, Gaius, Claudius, Nero, 

and Galba.   

(c)  After the seven were Otho, Vitellius, and then Vespasian and Titus.   

(d)  Vespasian is the one under whom Rome was resurrected.   

(e)  The fact that he is said to be “of the seven” (or “from the seven”), 

means that he is connected to Rome.   

(f)  That he goes to (for the purpose of) destruction (to destroy) has to do 

with his involvement in the destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple.   

 

(vii)  The ten horns are ten additional, subordinate kings.  “12 The ten horns 

which you saw are ten kings who have not yet received a kingdom, but 

they receive authority as kings with the beast for one hour. 13 These 

have one purpose, and they give their power and authority to the 

beast.”  They are ten kings or sub monarchs that align themselves with 

Rome against the Jews for a short time (represented by the one hour).   

(viii)  They will also attack and try to destroy the church.  “14 These will wage 

war against the Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome them, because He 

is Lord of lords and King of kings, and those who are with Him are the 

called and chosen and faithful.”   

(a)  Not only do these unite to fight against the harlot (Israel), they also 

unite to fight against Christianity – as we saw earlier, the beast (Nero) 

warred with the saints:  “And he opened his mouth in blasphemies 

against God, to blaspheme His name and His tabernacle, that is, those 

who dwell in heaven.  It was also given to him to make war with the 

saints and to overcome them, and authority over every tribe and people 

and tongue and nation was given to him” (Rev. 13:6-7).   

(b)  These do the same; but again, the Lord preserves them because He is 

sovereignly in control (the King of kings, the Lord of lords).   

 

(ix)  The water represents the influence the harlot has throughout the world, as 

we saw earlier, “15 And he said to me, ‘The waters which you saw 

where the harlot sits, are peoples and multitudes and nations and 

tongues.’”   

(x)  Rome/Vespasian (the beast) and the ten kings (horns) turn on the woman 

and destroy her.  “16 And the ten horns which you saw, and the beast, 
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these will hate the harlot and will make her desolate and naked, and 

will eat her flesh and will burn her up with fire. 17 For God has put it 

in their hearts to execute His purpose by having a common purpose, 

and by giving their kingdom to the beast, until the words of God will be 

fulfilled.”   

(a)  The kings of the surrounding nations unite with Rome in fighting 

against the Jews.   

(b)  The strip her of everything she has, eat up her flesh (perhaps reference 

to siege and starvation), and burn her up with fire (Jerusalem was burned 

in 70 AD).   

(c)  The Lord uses similar language in His judgment against Jerusalem in 

586 BC, “Thus says the Lord GOD, ‘Because your lewdness was poured 

out and your nakedness uncovered through your harlotries with your 

lovers and with all your detestable idols, and because of the blood of 

your sons which you gave to idols, therefore, behold, I will gather all 

your lovers with whom you took pleasure, even all those whom you 

loved and all those whom you hated.  So I will gather them against you 

from every direction and expose your nakedness to them that they may 

see all your nakedness.  Thus I will judge you like women who commit 

adultery or shed blood are judged; and I will bring on you the blood of 

wrath and jealousy.  I will also give you into the hands of your lovers, 

and they will tear down your shrines, demolish your high places, strip 

you of your clothing, take away your jewels, and will leave you naked 

and bare.  They will incite a crowd against you and they will stone you 

and cut you to pieces with their swords.  They will burn your houses 

with fire and execute judgments on you in the sight of many women.  

Then I will stop you from playing the harlot, and you will also no longer 

pay your lovers” (Ezek. 16:36-41).   

(d)  Jesus said that Jerusalem would be burned, “The kingdom of heaven 

may be compared to a king who gave a wedding feast for his son.  And 

he sent out his slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding 

feast, and they were unwilling to come.  Again he sent out other slaves 

saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited, “Behold, I have prepared my 

dinner; my oxen and my fattened livestock are all butchered and 

everything is ready; come to the wedding feast.”’  But they paid no 

attention and went their way, one to his own farm, another to his 

business, and the rest seized his slaves and mistreated them and killed 

them.  But the king was enraged, and he sent his armies and destroyed 

those murderers and set their city on fire” (Matt. 22:2-7).   

(e)  The result is that she becomes desolate – the Temple is destroyed.  

“Then after the sixty-two weeks the Messiah will be cut off and have 

nothing, and the people of the prince who is to come will destroy the city 

and the sanctuary.  And its end will come with a flood; even to the end 

there will be war; desolations are determined.  And he will make a firm 

covenant with the many for one week, but in the middle of the week he 

will put a stop to sacrifice and grain offering; and on the wing of 
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abominations will come one who makes desolate, even until a complete 

destruction, one that is decreed, is poured out on the one who makes 

desolate” (Daniel 9:26-27).   

 

(x)  And so we don’t misunderstand, John clarifies who the harlot is.  “18 The 

woman whom you saw is the great city, which reigns over the kings of 

the earth.”   

(a)  The woman is, “the great city.”  We’ve already seen that the great city 

is Jerusalem.  “And their dead bodies will lie in the street of the great city 

which mystically is called Sodom and Egypt, where also their Lord was 

crucified” (Rev. 11:8).   

(b)  She reigns over the kings of the earth/land – she has a great influence 

over the land of Palestine, as well as the numerous colonies established 

by the Jews.   


