
“Eschatology” 

(Part 20:  The Reapers) 

 

 

 

III.  The Book of Revelation.   

N.  The Reapers:  “14:14 Then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and sitting on the 

cloud was one like a son of man, having a golden crown on His head and a sharp 

sickle in His hand. 15 And another angel came out of the temple, crying out with a 

loud voice to Him who sat on the cloud, "Put in your sickle and reap, for the hour 

to reap has come, because the harvest of the earth is ripe." 16 Then He who sat on 

the cloud swung His sickle over the earth, and the earth was reaped. 17 And 

another angel came out of the temple which is in heaven, and he also had a sharp 

sickle. 18 Then another angel, the one who has power over fire, came out from the 

altar; and he called with a loud voice to him who had the sharp sickle, saying, 

"Put in your sharp sickle and gather the clusters from the vine of the earth, 

because her grapes are ripe." 19 So the angel swung his sickle to the earth and 

gathered the clusters from the vine of the earth, and threw them into the great 

wine press of the wrath of God. 20 And the wine press was trodden outside the 

city, and blood came out from the wine press, up to the horses’ bridles, for a 

distance of two hundred miles.”   

1.  John now presents us with two reapings:  The first reaping we are to understand as 

the reaping or gathering of the faithful.   

a.  First, we are introduced to one like a Son of Man, seated on a cloud, wearing a 

golden crown.   

(i)  This is most probably the Lord.  He is the One with authority over the clouds 

of heaven:   

(a)  He ascended on a cloud, “And after He had said these things, He was 

lifted up while they were looking on, and a cloud received Him out of their 

sight” (Acts 1:9).   

(b)  He entered into heaven on a cloud, “I kept looking in the night visions, 

and behold, with the clouds of heaven One like a Son of Man was coming, 

and He came up to the Ancient of Days and was presented before Him.  

And to Him was given dominion, glory and a kingdom, that all the peoples, 

nations and men of every language might serve Him.  His dominion is an 

everlasting dominion which will not pass away; and His kingdom is one 

which will not be destroyed” (Daniel 7:13-14).   

(c)  He will return with the clouds, “Behold, He is coming with the clouds, 

and every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him; and all the tribes 

of the earth will mourn over Him.  So it is to be.  Amen” (Rev. 1:7).   

(d)  He is clothed with the cloud, “I saw another strong angel coming down 

out of heaven, clothed with a cloud; and the rainbow was upon his head, 

and his face was like the sun, and his feet like pillars of fire” (10:1).   

 

(ii)  The golden crown represents the honor that is His for having completed His 

work of redemption:   
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(a)  “For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the 

name which is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee 

will bow, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth” 

(Phil. 2:9-10).   

(b)  He humbled Himself to wear the crown of thorns; now He wears a crown 

of gold.   

 

b.  Part of the authority given to Him as King is to subdue us, as well as our 

enemies.  Here we see Him doing just that.   

(i)  He was holding an implement of harvest:  the sickle.   

(ii)  Another angel – not another besides the Son of Man, but another besides the 

previous three angels – came from the heavenly Temple to announce that it 

was time to reap the earth.   

(iii)  Jesus and His disciples had planted seed during His earthly ministry.  Now 

it was time to reap that harvest:  “The harvest of the earth is ripe” (Rev. 

14:15).   

(a)  And so He swung His sickle and the earth was reaped (v. 16).   

(b)  This refers to what happened after Christ’s ascension, including the 

ingathering at Pentecost and the subsequent missionary journeys to gather 

in the first-fruits of Israel.   

(c)  These must be gathered into the Lord’s barns, before the chaff would be 

burned.   

(d)  This harvest could represent either the martyrs who were mentioned 

earlier in the chapter 14:13; or the Christians who listened to Christ’s 

warning and fled to Pella, or both, as the 144,000 also could.   

 

2.  The second reaping is that of judgment.   

a.  Another angel comes out of the temple in heaven also with a sharp sickle.  And 

still another angel who is ready to administer God’s justice – with power over 

fire – calls to him to reap the grapes.   

b.  First there would be a reaping to salvation, then a reaping to judgment.   

(i)  This is in keeping with John the Baptist’s warning, “But when he saw many 

of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, ‘You 

brood of vipers, who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?’ . . . The axe 

is already laid at the root of the trees; therefore every tree that does not bear 

good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.  As for me, I baptize you with 

water for repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, and I 

am not fit to remove His sandals; He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 

fire.  His winnowing fork is in His hand, and He will thoroughly clear His 

threshing floor; and He will gather His wheat into the barn, but He will burn 

up the chaff with unquenchable fire” (Matt. 3:7, 10-12).   

(ii)  The fact that this reaping is that of grapes further points to Israel, as Israel in 

Scripture is often represented as a grape vine.   

(a)  “You removed a vine from Egypt; You drove out the nations and planted 

it” (Ps. 80:8).   
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(b)  “Let me sing now for my well-beloved a song of my beloved concerning 

His vineyard.  My well-beloved had a vineyard on a fertile hill.  He dug it 

all around, removed its stones, and planted it with the choicest vine.  And 

He built a tower in the middle of it and also hewed out a wine vat in it; then 

He expected it to produce good grapes, but it produced only worthless 

ones.  And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of Judah, judge 

between Me and My vineyard.  What more was there to do for My 

vineyard that I have not done in it?  Why, when I expected it to produce 

good grapes did it produce worthless ones?  So now let Me tell you what I 

am going to do to My vineyard:  I will remove its hedge and it will be 

consumed; I will break down its wall and it will become trampled ground.  

I will lay it waste; it will not be pruned or hoed, but briars and thorns will 

come up.  I will also charge the clouds to rain no rain on it.  For the 

vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel and the men of Judah 

His delightful plant.  Thus He looked for justice, but behold, bloodshed; for 

righteousness, but behold, a cry of distress” (Isaiah 5:1-7; cf. Matt 21:33-

40).   

 

(iii)  The reason for this harvest is that they are now ripe for judgment:  They 

have filled up the cup of God’s wrath.   

(a)  “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!  For you build the tombs 

of the prophets and adorn the monuments of the righteous, and say, ‘If we 

had been living in the days of our fathers, we would not have been partners 

with them in shedding the blood of the prophets.’  So you testify against 

yourselves, that you are sons of those who murdered the prophets.  Fill up, 

then, the measure of the guilt of your fathers.  You serpents, you brood of 

vipers, how will you escape the sentence of hell?  Therefore, behold, I am 

sending you prophets and wise men and scribes; some of them you will kill 

and crucify, and some of them you will scourge in your synagogues, and 

persecute from city to city, so that upon you may fall the guilt of all the 

righteous blood shed on earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the 

blood of Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, whom you murdered between the 

temple and the altar.  Truly I say to you, all these things will come upon 

this generation” (Matt. 23:29-36).   

(b)  The grapes are placed into the winepress, representing the wrath of God.  

“Put in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe.  Come, tread, for the wine press is 

full; the vats overflow, for their wickedness is great” (Joel 3:13).   

 

(iv)  The winepress is trodden outside the city, and blood came out, reaching up 

to the horse’s bridal for a distance of 200 miles.   

(a)  The “city” referred to here is Jerusalem:  the same place where Jesus was 

crucified (Rev. 11:8).   

(b)  The harvest takes place in the earth/the land of Israel (cf. 1:7), the place 

where Jesus was crucified, “outside the city” (John 19:20; Heb. 13:11-13).   

(c)  Blood is said to flow for 200 miles or 1600 stadia.  Israel’s length as a 

Roman Province was 1664 stadia (Antonius, Itenerarium).   
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(d)  The imagery suggests that Israel would suffer a bloodbath throughout the 

land.   

 

(v)  Do we need to understand this slaughter as producing blood as deep as a 

horse’s bridal?   

(a)  What it likely refers to is the blood spattering as high as the horse’s bridle, 

similar to what we read in Isaiah 63:3-4, “I have trodden the wine trough 

alone, and from the peoples there was no man with Me.  I also trod them in 

My anger and trampled them in My wrath; and their lifeblood is sprinkled 

on My garments, and I stained all My raiment.  For the day of vengeance 

was in My heart, and My year of redemption has come.”   

(b)  Josephus tells us that this is what in fact happened:  “Now this destruction 

that fell upon the Jews, as it was not inferior to any of the rest in itself, so 

did it still appear greater than it really was; and this, because not only the 

whole of the country through which they had fled was filled with slaughter, 

and Jordan could not be passed over, by reason of the dead bodies that 

were in it, but because the lake Asphaltitis was also full of dead bodies, 

that were carried down into it by the river” (Wars, 4.7.6).   

(c)  He tells us that “the sea was bloody a long way” (Wars 3.9.3) and that 

“one might then see the lake all bloody, and full of dead bodies” (3.10.9).   

(d)  The blood was spilled not only on the length and breadth of the land 

(1600 stadia, 200 miles), but on both the sea and land, which fits the other 

images in Revelation, such as the sea becoming blood (Rev. 8:8; 16:3).   

(e)  John might have had reference to the blood spilled in Jerusalem as well.  

Josephus writes regarding the final destruction of Jerusalem, “blood ran 

down over all the lower parts of the city, from the upper city” (4.1.10), “the 

outer temple was all of it overflowed with blood” (4.5.1), “the blood of all 

sorts of dead carcasses stood in lakes in the holy courts” (5.1.3), and “the 

whole city ran down with blood, to such a degree indeed that the fire of 

many of the houses was quenched with these men’s blood” (6.8.5).   

(f)  On the other hand, he might be referring mainly to what happened 

“outside the city,” leading up to the siege of Jerusalem:  “On a historical 

level one might suggest that the author predicted, or his work reflected, 

conditions in Palestine.  In A.D. 66 Vespasian (with Titus), after 

strengthening his forces, captured nearly all the cities in Galilee which 

were held by the Zealots.  Then he marched to Caesarea and Jerusalem.  It 

was at this time that the whole of Palestine suffered bloodshed, with the 

exception of the Holy City” (Bass, Back, 342).   

(g)  Either way, “It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the living 

God” (Heb. 10:31).   


