
“Eschatology” 

(Part 19:  The 144,000 and the Three Angels) 

 

 

 

III.  The Book of Revelation.   

L.  The 144,000:  “14:1 Then I looked, and behold, the Lamb was standing on Mount 

Zion, and with Him one hundred and forty-four thousand, having His name and the 

name of His Father written on their foreheads.  2 And I heard a voice from heaven, 

like the sound of many waters and like the sound of loud thunder, and the voice 

which I heard was like the sound of harpists playing on their harps.  3 And they sang 

a new song before the throne and before the four living creatures and the elders; and 

no one could learn the song except the one hundred and forty-four thousand who had 

been purchased from the earth.  4 These are the ones who have not been defiled with 

women, for they have kept themselves chaste. These are the ones who follow the 

Lamb wherever He goes. These have been purchased from among men as first fruits 

to God and to the Lamb.  5 And no lie was found in their mouth; they are blameless.”   

 1.  These 144,000 are the same we saw in Revelation 7:2-4, “And I saw another angel 

ascending from the rising of the sun, having the seal of the living God; and he cried out 

with a loud voice to the four angels to whom it was granted to harm the earth and the 

sea, saying, ‘Do not harm the earth or the sea or the trees until we have sealed the bond-

servants of our God on their foreheads.’  And I heard the number of those who were 

sealed, one hundred and forty-four thousand sealed from every tribe of the sons of 

Israel” (7:2-4).   

a.  144,000 is a symbolic number – 12x12x1000 – representing the fullness of Jewish 

converts to Christianity (seeing that they are from the twelve tribes of Israel; 7:4-8).   

(i)  They are the first fruits of the harvest of the Gospel.  “These have been purchased 

from among men as first fruits to God and to the Lamb” (v. 4).   

(ii)  The first harvest included those Jews converted on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 

2), as well those gathered into God’s kingdom throughout the book of Acts, 

before God’s judgment fell on the Jews.   

(iii)  They appear to be distinguished from the rest of the harvest that are brought in 

through their testimony (7:9-10).   

 

b.  The seal on their forehead is a mark of divine protection (14:1; 7:2-3; Ezek. 9:4-6).   

(i)  The Lord held back the destroying winds of His judgment on the Jews until these 

could be marked/protected.   

(ii)  These are the Jews who listened to Christ’s warning to get out of the city and the 

country when Jerusalem was surrounded by her enemies (Luke 21:20-22) and the 

desolation of the Temple was near (Matt. 24:15-18).   

(iii)  They are also represented as the woman who flees to the wilderness (12:6) and 

the woman who is given wings to fly into the wilderness (v. 14).   

 

2.  The beast has his false prophet who was enforcing his worship and requiring men to 

submit to him – to receive his mark.  The Lamb also has those who are His, whom He 

has sealed or put His mark of ownership upon.   
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a.  They are represented as standing on Mount Zion, or with the Lord in heaven, as a 

prelude of where they shall be when the Lord takes them from the earth.   

b.  They could also be representative of all the redeemed from the Jews and Gentiles, 

since the church is the true Israel of God, “And those who will walk by this rule, 

peace and mercy be upon them, and upon the Israel of God” (Gal. 6:16).   

c.  This would make sense of why the 144,000 were the only ones who could learn the 

new song – at least up to that point – since only the redeemed will sing this song in 

the glories of heaven as those delivered from this particular outpouring of God’s 

wrath.   

(i)  In Rev. 7:9-17, following the sealing of the 144,000, there is a great multitude in 

heaven singing the praises of God and the Lamb.  The same appears to be true 

here.   

(ii)  This is also how the author to the Hebrews characterizes the redeemed in 

heaven, “But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the 

heavenly Jerusalem, and to myriads of angels, to the general assembly and church 

of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the Judge of all, and to 

the spirits of the righteous made perfect, and to Jesus, the mediator of a new 

covenant, and to the sprinkled blood, which speaks better than the blood of Abel” 

(Heb. 12:22-24).   

 

d.  They are the spirits of righteous men made perfect, which is what John means by the 

fact that they are chaste, “These are the ones who have not been defiled with women, 

for they have kept themselves chaste” (v. 4).   

(i)  Perhaps these didn’t marry – or who did – but who devoted themselves to the 

Lord’s work just prior to 70 AD, as Paul writes, “But this I say, brethren, the time 

has been shortened, so that from now on those who have wives should be as 

though they had none” (1 Cor. 7:29).   

(ii)  Or he may be using this as an image of spiritual fidelity.   

(a)  Unlike the followers of the beast who have defiled themselves with their 

idolatry – or as apostate Israel who has become a harlot – these have kept 

themselves pure.   

(b)  There is no lie in their mouths; “they are blameless” through the grace of 

Christ, demonstrated by their faith and obedience (v. 5).   

 

M.  The three angels:  “14:6 And I saw another angel flying in midheaven, having an 

eternal gospel to preach to those who live on the earth, and to every nation and tribe 

and tongue and people; 7 and he said with a loud voice, ‘Fear God, and give Him 

glory, because the hour of His judgment has come; worship Him who made the 

heaven and the earth and sea and springs of waters.’ 8 And another angel, a second 

one, followed, saying, ‘Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great, she who has made all the 

nations drink of the wine of the passion of her immorality.’ 9 Then another angel, a 

third one, followed them, saying with a loud voice, ‘If anyone worships the beast and 

his image, and receives a mark on his forehead or on his hand, 10 he also will drink of 

the wine of the wrath of God, which is mixed in full strength in the cup of His anger; 

and he will be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels 

and in the presence of the Lamb. 11 And the smoke of their torment goes up forever 
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and ever; they have no rest day and night, those who worship the beast and his image, 

and whoever receives the mark of his name.’ 12 Here is the perseverance of the saints 

who keep the commandments of God and their faith in Jesus. 13 And I heard a voice 

from heaven, saying, ‘Write, “Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now 

on!”’ ‘Yes,’ says the Spirit, ‘so that they may rest from their labors, for their deeds 

follow with them.’”   

1.  The first angel has the eternal Gospel to preach.   

a.  This Gospel can be one of two things:   

(i)  The good news of what Christ has done for sinners.   

(ii)  Or the good news that judgment has fallen on the persecutors of the church.   

 

b.  First view:  it is the Gospel of Christ.   

(i)  Is this an angel that preaches the Gospel?   

(a)  Dispensationalists believe since the church fails its mission, that an angel 

must complete it.   

(b)  But angels have not been charged with preaching the Gospel; this task has 

been given to the church (Matt. 28:18-20).   

(c)  The angel could be symbolic of the church – the word “angel” can mean 

messenger and is applied to men (Luke 7:24; 9:52; James 2:25).   

 

(ii)  Jesus said the Gospel would reach the whole world before the end came, “This 

gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all 

the nations, and then the end will come” (Matt. 24:14).   

(a)  This did in fact happen before the fall of Jerusalem.  The Gospel was 

preached throughout the world – i.e., the Roman Empire – before 70 AD.   

(b)  The Day of Pentecost brought about the dissemination of the Gospel to the 

Roman Empire very quickly:  “Now there were Jews living in Jerusalem, 

devout men from every nation under heaven.  And when this sound occurred, 

the crowd came together, and were bewildered because each one of them was 

hearing them speak in his own language.  They were amazed and astonished, 

saying, ‘Why, are not all these who are speaking Galileans?  And how is it that 

we each hear them in our own language to which we were born?  Parthians and 

Medes and Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, 

Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the districts of Libya 

around Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and 

Arabs – we hear them in our own tongues speaking of the mighty deeds of 

God’” (Acts 2:5-11).   

(c)  Many of these were converted and discipled, and afterwards returned home 

with the Gospel (Paul writes to a church in Rome when no apostle had yet been 

there).  This was followed up by the missionary efforts of the apostles.   

(d)  The Gospel reached all the Jews, and the Gentiles, even those of Caesar’s 

household, before 70 AD and the end of the Jewish economy.   

(e)  The fact that this angel – representative of the church – has an “eternal” 

Gospel and that he preaches it to those in the land (earth) first and then the 

nations, seems to lend weight to this view, as it is the same pattern we see in 

Acts 1:8).   
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c.  Second view:  This might be referring to the “good news” that Jerusalem is about to 

fall.   

(i)  God’s enemies, those who murdered His prophets, apostles and saints, are about 

to receive judgment.   

(ii)  This would be good news to the saints who are waiting for retribution (Rev. 6:9-

10).   

 

d.  Combined view:  His message is for all to fear God and give Him glory – which is 

what the Gospel is all about – but more specifically because the hour of His 

judgment has come on those who rejected it.   

 

2.  The second angel announces the fall of Babylon (v. 8).   

a.  Remember, in John’s vision, Babylon is Jerusalem.   

b.  She is not called the Harlot here as she will be later (17:1, 19:2), but this is strongly 

implied, “She who has made all the nations drink of the wine of the passion of her 

immorality” (14:8).   

(i)  She is guilty of spreading her immorality – spiritual idolatry – to all the nations – 

where all the Jews are living throughout the Roman Empire.   

(ii)  This likely refers her being in league with Rome and Emperor worship (the mark 

of the beast).   

(iii)  The fact that she has made all nations drink of her immorality probably has to 

do with the influence of the Jews on the Gentiles throughout the empire.   

 

3.  The third angel:  a warning to those who worship the beast and submit to him (vv. 9-

13).   

a.  Those who worship and submit to the Beast – Rome/Nero – will be destroyed along 

with the Harlot – unfaithful, idolatrous Israel.   

b.  They will be tormented with fire and brimstone – hell – for their idolatry.   

c.  This torment will be in the presence of the angels and the Lamb.   

(i)  Notice that hell is a public punishment:  in the presence of the angels and the 

Lamb (and the saints as well, since they are also present in heaven; cf. Heb. 

12:23; Luke 16:19-31, the parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus).   

(iii)  “Then they will go forth and look on the corpses of the men who have 

transgressed against Me.  For their worm will not die and their fire will not be 

quenched; and they will be an abhorrence to all mankind” (Isaiah 66:24).   

(iv)  The fact that this is public makes their punishment even worse, since they can 

see the heaven they’ve missed while suffering in hell.   

 

d.  This torment will be forever, “And the smoke of their torment goes up forever and 

ever” (v. 11).   

(i)  It will not be temporary as William Barclay and other universalists believe.   

(ii)  Those who remain steadfast to the Lord, on the other hand, will enter into eternal 

rest and be blessed forever (vv. 12-13).   

(iii)  Here is an encouragement to the saints to remain faithful and not worship the 

beast.   


