
“Eschatology” 

(Part 13:  The Book of Revelation – The Woman and the Dragon) 

 

 

 

III.  The Book of Revelation.   

I.  The Woman and the Dragon (Rev. 12).   

1.  The time frame:  The book backs up in time again to show the protection of the 

church from satanic persecution.   

a.  It begins with the birth of Christ:  “And she gave birth to a son, a male child” 

(v. 5).   

b.  It includes His ministry, death, resurrection and ascension:  “And her child 

was caught up to God and to His throne” (v. 5).   

c.  It includes also Christ’s ministry through the book of Acts, as well as the rest 

of the time before His coming, “Who is to rule all the nations with a rod of 

iron” (v. 5).   

d.  And it concludes with the Jewish War and destruction of Jerusalem:   

(i)  “Then the woman fled into the wilderness where she had a place prepared 

by God, so that there she would be nourished for one thousand two 

hundred and sixty days” (v. 6).   

(ii)  “But the two wings of the great eagle were given to the woman, so that 

she could fly into the wilderness to her place, where she was nourished for 

a time and times and half a time, from the presence of the serpent” (v. 14).   

 

2.  The woman is believing Israel:  “A great sign appeared in heaven: a woman 

clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of 

twelve stars; 2 and she was with child; and she cried out, being in labor and in 

pain to give birth” (vv. 1-2).   

a.  The imagery comes from the dream Joseph and represents Israel (v. 1):  

“Now he had still another dream, and related it to his brothers, and said, ‘Lo, 

I have had still another dream; and behold, the sun and the moon and eleven 

stars were bowing down to me.’  He related it to his father and to his 

brothers; and his father rebuked him and said to him, ‘What is this dream that 

you have had? Shall I and your mother and your brothers actually come to 

bow ourselves down before you to the ground?’” (Gen. 37:9-10).   

b.  Christ came from the faithful line of Israel – born of the Virgin Mary (v. 2).   

 

3.  The Red Dragon is Satan:  “Then another sign appeared in heaven:  and behold, 

a great red dragon having seven heads and ten horns, and on his heads were 

seven diadems. 4 And his tail swept away a third of the stars of heaven and 

threw them to the earth. And the dragon stood before the woman who was about 

to give birth, so that when she gave birth he might devour her child” (vv. 3-4).   

a.  This dragon is identified as the devil in the book of Revelation (v. 3).   

(i)  “And the great dragon was thrown down, the serpent of old who is called 

the devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was thrown down 

to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him” (v. 9).   
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(ii)  “Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding the key of the 

abyss and a great chain in his hand.  And he laid hold of the dragon, the 

serpent of old, who is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand 

years” (Rev. 20:1-2).   

 

b.  This represents His rebellion in heaven that resulted in the fall of one-third of 

the angels (v. 4).   

(i)  “How you have fallen from heaven, O star of the morning, son of the 

dawn!  You have been cut down to the earth, you who have weakened the 

nations!  But you said in your heart, ‘I will ascend to heaven; I will raise 

my throne above the stars of God, and I will sit on the mount of assembly 

in the recesses of the north.  I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; 

I will make myself like the Most High.’  Nevertheless you will be thrust 

down to Sheol, to the recesses of the pit” (Isa. 14:12-15).   

(ii)  “You were in Eden, the garden of God; every precious stone was your 

covering:  the ruby, the topaz and the diamond; the beryl, the onyx and the 

jasper; the lapis lazuli, the turquoise and the emerald; and the gold, the 

workmanship of your settings and sockets, was in you.  On the day that 

you were created they were prepared.  You were the anointed cherub who 

covers, and I placed you there.  You were on the holy mountain of God; 

you walked in the midst of the stones of fire.  You were blameless in your 

ways from the day you were created until unrighteousness was found in 

you.  By the abundance of your trade you were internally filled with 

violence, and you sinned; therefore I have cast you as profane from the 

mountain of God.  And I have destroyed you, O covering cherub, from the 

midst of the stones of fire.  Your heart was lifted up because of your 

beauty; you corrupted your wisdom by reason of your splendor.  I cast you 

to the ground; I put you before kings, that they may see you” (Ez. 28:13-

17).   

(iii)  Edwards believed the rebellion had to do with the angels being 

unwilling to submit to God’s plan to use them as the ministers of those 

who would inherit salvation (Cf. Heb. 1:14).   

(iv)  We will later see that he is the one who is behind the apostasy of ethnic 

Israel:  the harlot (unfaithful ethnic Israel) sits on this seven-headed beast 

(Rev. 17:3).   

(a)  Jesus said to the Jewish leaders, “You are of your father the devil, and 

you want to do the desires of your father.  He was a murderer from the 

beginning, and does not stand in the truth because there is no truth in 

him” (John 8:44).   

(b)  Satan was the power behind Rome (Satan hates mankind and uses 

them to kill each other).   

(c)  He was also behind Herod’s attempt to kill Christ when he was born:  

“And the dragon stood before the woman who was about to give birth, 

so that when she gave birth he might devour her child” (v. 4).   
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4.  The Male Child is Christ:  “And she gave birth to a son, a male child, who is to 

rule all the nations with a rod of iron; and her child was caught up to God and to 

His throne” (v. 5).   

a.  The Messiah comes out of the faithful in ethnic Israel.   

b.  Through His work of redemption, He is rewarded with exaltation to the right 

hand of God, from where He now rules over the nations with a rod of iron:  

“‘Ask of Me, and I will surely give the nations as Your inheritance, and the 

very ends of the earth as Your possession.  You shall break them with a rod 

of iron, You shall shatter them like earthenware.’  Now therefore, O kings, 

show discernment; take warning, O judges of the earth.  Worship the LORD 

with reverence and rejoice with trembling.  Do homage to the Son, that He 

not become angry, and you perish in the way, for His wrath may soon be 

kindled.  How blessed are all who take refuge in Him!” (Psalm 2:8-12).   

 

5.  The woman fleeing into the wilderness who is protected by God is the church – 

the 144,000, the first fruits of those converted to Christ:  “Then the woman fled 

into the wilderness where she had a place prepared by God, so that there she 

would be nourished for one thousand two hundred and sixty days” (v. 6).   

a.  The believing Jews who listened to Christ’s warnings regarding the 

desolation of Jerusalem and the Temple (Matt. 24:15-21) were ready when 

the Roman armies surrounded the city and escaped.   

b.  They are protected by God for the 1260 days – the time frame of the Jewish 

War.   

 

6.  The result of Christ’s ascension:  War in heaven, Satan cast out:   “And there 

was war in heaven, Michael and his angels waging war with the dragon.  The 

dragon and his angels waged war, 8 and they were not strong enough, and there 

was no longer a place found for them in heaven. 9 And the great dragon was 

thrown down, the serpent of old who is called the devil and Satan, who deceives 

the whole world; he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown 

down with him” (vv. 7-9).   

a.  Satan was cast down from heaven as a result of Christ’s ministry.   

(i)  He was bound during Christ’s ministry:  “But if I cast out demons by the 

Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God has come upon you.  Or how can 

anyone enter the strong man's house and carry off his property, unless he 

first binds the strong man?  And then he will plunder his house” (Matt. 

12:28-29).   

(ii)  When Jesus sent the seventy out to preach and teach the result was that 

Satan fell like lightening:  “The seventy returned with joy, saying, ‘Lord, 

even the demons are subject to us in Your name.’  And He said to them, ‘I 

was watching Satan fall from heaven like lightning.  Behold, I have given 

you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of 

the enemy, and nothing will injure you.  Nevertheless do not rejoice in 

this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that your names are 

recorded in heaven” (Luke 10:17-20).   
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(iii)  Satan tried to destroy Christ when He was born (v. 4), but he ends up 

being destroyed by Him (v. 9):  “And I will put enmity between you and 

the woman, and between your seed and her seed; He shall bruise you on 

the head, and you shall bruise him on the heel” (Gen. 3:15).   

 

b.  It appears as though the ascension of the incarnate Christ was the occasion of 

Satan’s final removal from heaven by Michael.   

(i)  Who is Michael?   

(a)  There are those who believe him to be a great angel like Lucifer and 

Gabriel.   

(b)  But others believe this to be a name given to the Angel of the Lord or 

to Christ Himself.   

(1)  His name means:  “Who is like God.”   

(2)  He is one of the chief princes of Israel:  “But the prince of the 

kingdom of Persia was withstanding me for twenty-one days; then 

behold, Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, for I had 

been left there with the kings of Persia” (Dan. 10:13).   

(3)  He is called Israel’s prince:   

(A)  “However, I will tell you what is inscribed in the writing of 

truth.  Yet there is no one who stands firmly with me against 

these forces except Michael your prince” (v. 21).   

(B)  In the book of Daniel, Messiah is also called the Prince, “So 

you are to know and discern that from the issuing of a decree to 

restore and rebuild Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince there will 

be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; it will be built again, with 

plaza and moat, even in times of distress” (9:25).   

 

(4)  He is called the great prince in 12:1:  Now at that time Michael, the 

great prince who stands guard over the sons of your people, will 

arise.  And there will be a time of distress such as never occurred 

since there was a nation until that time; and at that time your people, 

everyone who is found written in the book, will be rescued.”   

(5)  In Jude, in His dispute with the devil over the body of Moses, He 

responds much as the Angel of the Lord did in Zechariah.   

(A)  “But Michael the archangel, when he disputed with the devil 

and argued about the body of Moses, did not dare pronounce 

against him a railing judgment, but said, ‘The Lord rebuke you!’” 

(Jude 1:9).   

(B)  This is what the Angel of the Lord did in Zechariah’s vision, 

“Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the 

angel of the LORD, and Satan standing at his right hand to 

accuse him.  The LORD said to Satan, ‘The LORD rebuke you, 

Satan!  Indeed, the LORD who has chosen Jerusalem rebuke you!  

Is this not a brand plucked from the fire?’” (Zech. 3:1-2).   
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(ii)  Michael and His angels fight against Satan and his angels and overcome 

them.   

(a)  Notice that these angels are called “his angels.”   

(1)  Jesus had more than twelve legions (a Roman unit of about 6000 

soldiers) of angels at His disposal.   

(2)  “Or do you think that I cannot appeal to My Father, and He will at 

once put at My disposal more than twelve legions of angels?” (Matt. 

26:53).   

 

(b)  He has the power to overcome the devil and cast him and his angels to 

the earth, which is what Jesus did in His ministry.   

 

7.  Christ’s reign; the saints’ victory; rejoicing in heaven:  “Then I heard a loud 

voice in heaven, saying, "Now the salvation, and the power, and the kingdom of 

our God and the authority of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our 

brethren has been thrown down, he who accuses them before our God day and 

night. 11 "And they overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb and 

because of the word of their testimony, and they did not love their life even 

when faced with death. 12 "For this reason, rejoice, O heavens and you who 

dwell in them” (vv. 10-12).   

a.  With Christ’s ascension, all the powers in heaven and earth are subdued 

under Him and must submit (v. 10):   

(i)  “And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, ‘All authority has been 

given to Me in heaven and on earth.  Go therefore and make disciples of 

all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and 

the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and 

lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age” (Matt. 28:18-20).   

(ii)  “I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you will 

know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of 

His inheritance in the saints, and what is the surpassing greatness of His 

power toward us who believe. These are in accordance with the working 

of the strength of His might which He brought about in Christ, when He 

raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly 

places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and 

every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come.  

And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him as head 

over all things to the church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who 

fills all in all” (Eph. 1:18-23).   

 

b.  Through Christ’s work, the saints have overcome their enemy and have 

arrived safely in heaven (v. 11).   

(i)  His blood has removed their sins and therefore Satan’s grounds to accuse 

them.   

(ii)  Their testimony – both of what the Lord had done for them, as well as 

what He could do for others through the Gospel – proved successful in 

breaking Satan’s hold on others.   
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(iii)  Their willingness to risk death for Christ gave them the courage to fight 

against Satan:  “Then Jesus said to His disciples, ‘If anyone wishes to 

come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow 

Me.  For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it; but whoever loses his 

life for My sake will find it” (Matt. 16:24-25).   

 

c.  And so they are to rejoice as the Church triumphant.   

(i)  “Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been 

approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to 

those who love Him” (James 1:12).   

(ii)  “He who overcomes, I will grant to him to sit down with Me on My 

throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne” 

(Rev. 3:21).   

 

8.  Satan persecutes the woman; the woman protected:  “Woe to the earth and the 

sea, because the devil has come down to you, having great wrath, knowing that 

he has only a short time.  And when the dragon saw that he was thrown down to 

the earth, he persecuted the woman who gave birth to the male child. 14 But the 

two wings of the great eagle were given to the woman, so that she could fly into 

the wilderness to her place, where she was nourished for a time and times and 

half a time, from the presence of the serpent. 15 And the serpent poured water 

like a river out of his mouth after the woman, so that he might cause her to be 

swept away with the flood. 16 But the earth helped the woman, and the earth 

opened its mouth and drank up the river which the dragon poured out of his 

mouth. 17 So the dragon was enraged with the woman, and went off to make 

war with the rest of her children, who keep the commandments of God and hold 

to the testimony of Jesus” (Rev. 12:12-17).   

a.  With Christ’s ascension and Satan’s expulsion, he realizes his days are 

numbered; and so he seeks to create as much havoc as possible by 

persecuting the woman (the church).   

b.  But the Lord protects her (the church, the 144,000).  She flies to the 

wilderness where she is protected for 3 and a half years (1260 days, v. 6; the 

Jewish War).   

c.  Perhaps we should understand this casting out of Satan as one of the causes 

of ethnic Israel’s trouble, as we’ve already seen the demonic activity 

involved in God’s judgment against Israel:   

(i)  “Then the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star from heaven which had 

fallen to the earth; and the key of the bottomless pit was given to him.  He 

opened the bottomless pit, and smoke went up out of the pit, like the 

smoke of a great furnace; and the sun and the air were darkened by the 

smoke of the pit.  Then out of the smoke came locusts upon the earth, and 

power was given them, as the scorpions of the earth have power” (9:1-3).   

(ii)  Jerusalem is represented as being full of demonic activity:  “And he cried 

out with a mighty voice, saying, ‘Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great!  She 

has become a dwelling place of demons and a prison of every unclean 

spirit, and a prison of every unclean and hateful bird’” (18:2).   


