
“Eschatology” 

(Part 12:  The Book of Revelation – The Temple and the Two Prophets) 

 

 

 

III.  The Book of Revelation.   

H.  “Then there was given me a measuring rod like a staff; and someone said, 

‘Get up and measure the temple of God and the altar, and those who worship 

in it.  2 Leave out the court which is outside the temple and do not measure it, 

for it has been given to the nations; and they will tread under foot the holy city 

for forty-two months.  3 And I will grant authority to my two witnesses, and 

they will prophesy for twelve hundred and sixty days, clothed in sackcloth.’  4 

These are the two olive trees and the two lampstands that stand before the 

Lord of the earth.  5 And if anyone wants to harm them, fire flows out of their 

mouth and devours their enemies; so if anyone wants to harm them, he must 

be killed in this way.  6 These have the power to shut up the sky, so that rain 

will not fall during the days of their prophesying; and they have power over 

the waters to turn them into blood, and to strike the earth with every plague, 

as often as they desire.  7 When they have finished their testimony, the beast 

that comes up out of the abyss will make war with them, and overcome them 

and kill them.  8 And their dead bodies will lie in the street of the great city 

which mystically is called Sodom and Egypt, where also their Lord was 

crucified.  9 Those from the peoples and tribes and tongues and nations will 

look at their dead bodies for three and a half days, and will not permit their 

dead bodies to be laid in a tomb.  10 And those who dwell on the earth will 

rejoice over them and celebrate; and they will send gifts to one another, 

because these two prophets tormented those who dwell on the earth.  11 But 

after the three and a half days, the breath of life from God came into them, 

and they stood on their feet; and great fear fell upon those who were watching 

them.  12 And they heard a loud voice from heaven saying to them, ‘Come up 

here.’  Then they went up into heaven in the cloud, and their enemies watched 

them.  13 And in that hour there was a great earthquake, and a tenth of the 

city fell; seven thousand people were killed in the earthquake, and the rest 

were terrified and gave glory to the God of heaven” (Rev. 11:1-13).   

1.  Measuring the Temple (vv. 1-2).   

a.  This temple is in Jerusalem, the holy city (v. 2).   

(i)  “Awake, awake, clothe yourself in your strength, O Zion; clothe yourself 

in your beautiful garments, O Jerusalem, the holy city; for the 

uncircumcised and the unclean will no longer come into you” (Isa. 52:1).   

(ii)  It is where the Lord was crucified (v. 8).   

(iii)  The fact the Temple is still standing indicates a date prior to A.D. 70.   

 

b.  John is commanded to measure the inner Temple.   

(i)  Measuring the inner court signifies that this will be preserved.   

(ii)  “Then I lifted up my eyes and looked, and behold, there was a man with 

a measuring line in his hand.  So I said, ‘Where are you going?’ and he 



2 

 

said to me, ‘To measure Jerusalem, to see how wide it is and how long it 

is.’  And behold, the angel who was speaking with me was going out, and 

another angel was coming out to meet him, and said to him, ‘Run, speak to 

that young man, saying, “Jerusalem will be inhabited without walls 

because of the multitude of men and cattle within it.  For I,” declares the 

LORD, “will be a wall of fire around her, and I will be the glory in her 

midst”’” (Zech. 2:1-5; cf. Rev. 21:15).   

(iii)  The outer court is not measured which signifies that it was been devoted 

to destruction (v. 2).   

 

c.  Both are symbolic:   

(i)  The inner court represents the true essence of the Temple which continues 

in Christianity:   

(a)  Christ is the One who has entered the Holy of holies in heaven (the 

inner Temple) with His own blood, putting an end to the OT sacrificial 

system of worship (the outer Temple).   

(b)  Christians are now the Temple of God, as they are His body:   

(1)  “Do you not know that you are a temple of God and that the Spirit 

of God dwells in you?  If any man destroys the temple of God, God 

will destroy him, for the temple of God is holy, and that is what you 

are” (1 Cor. 3:16-17).   

(2)  “Or what agreement has the temple of God with idols?  For we are 

the temple of the living God; just as God said, ‘I will dwell in them 

and walk among them; and I will be their God, and they shall be My 

people’” (2 Cor. 6:16).   

 

(c)  The earthly temple receives a heavenly replacement:  “And the temple 

of God which is in heaven was opened; and the ark of His covenant 

appeared in His temple, and there were flashes of lightning and sounds 

and peals of thunder and an earthquake and a great hailstorm” (Rev. 

11:19).   

 

(ii)  The outer court represents the earthly temple which will be destroyed:   

(a)  “Jesus came out from the temple and was going away when His 

disciples came up to point out the temple buildings to Him.  And He 

said to them, ‘Do you not see all these things?  Truly I say to you, not 

one stone here will be left upon another, which will not be torn down’” 

(Matt. 24:1-2).   

(b)  The forty-two months (v. 2), and the 1260 days (v. 3), refers to the 

time of the Jewish War with Rome, which is when this would happen.   

 

2.  The two prophets.   

a.  Gentry’s view.   

(i)  Gentry believes them to be a small body of Christians who remained in 

Jerusalem to testify against it during the war.   
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(ii)  They are represented as two because this is the minimum necessary to 

constitute a legal witness against Israel for their breaking of the covenant.   

(a)  “On the evidence of two witnesses or three witnesses, he who is to die 

shall be put to death; he shall not be put to death on the evidence of one 

witness” (Deu. 17:6).   

(b)  “But if he does not listen to you, take one or two more with you, so 

that by the mouth of two or three witnesses every fact may be 

confirmed” (Matt. 18:16).   

 

b.  James Stuart Russell’s view from The Parousia.   

(i)  Russell took this more literally and believed the two witnesses were two 

definite historic persons who prophesied in Jerusalem (as a witness against 

them).   

(ii)  He takes note of what John says about them:   

(a)  They are witnesses of Christ.   

(b)  There are two of them.   

(c)  They have miraculous powers.   

(d)  They are represented symbolically as the two olive trees of 

Zechariah’s vision.   

(e)  They prophesy in sackcloth, meaning that their message is that of woe.   

(f)  They die a violent death in the city, and their bodies are treated 

disrespectfully.   

(g)  After three and a half days, they are raised from the dead and taken up 

into heaven.   

 

(iii)  He considers what is said about their activities:   

(a)  Fire comes out of their mouths to devour their enemies (v. 5).   

(b)  They have the power to shut up the sky so that it doesn’t rain (v. 6).   

(c)  They have the power to turn the water into blood, to strike the earth 

with every plague (note the correlation between this and the seals and 

trumpets).   

 

(iv)  These features seem to point to two historic characters:  Moses and 

Elijah, the two who appeared and spoke with Jesus on the Mount of 

Transfiguration.   

(a)  “Six days later Jesus took with Him Peter and James and John his 

brother, and led them up on a high mountain by themselves.  And He 

was transfigured before them; and His face shone like the sun, and His 

garments became as white as light.  And behold, Moses and Elijah 

appeared to them, talking with Him” (Matt. 17:1-3).   

(b)  They represented the Law and the Prophets, which is what these two 

witnesses represent.   

 

(v)  Then he considers who may have been alive at that time that would fit 

this description:  The two he settles on are James, the brother of the Lord 

and head of the church at Jerusalem, and Peter.   
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(a)  James lived in Jerusalem, was a faithful witness of Christ, endowed 

with the gift of prophecy and miracles, and was murdered in Jerusalem 

towards the end of the Jewish War.   

(1)  Josephus writes, “AND now Caesar, upon hearing the death of 

Festus, sent Albinus into Judea, as procurator.  But the king 

deprived Joseph of the high priesthood, and bestowed the succession 

to that dignity on the son of Ananus, who was also himself called 

Ananus.  Now the report goes that this eldest Ananus proved a most 

fortunate man; for he had five sons who had all performed the office 

of a high priest to God, and who had himself enjoyed that dignity a 

long time formerly, which had never happened to any other of our 

high priests.  But this younger Ananus, who, as we have told you 

already, took the high priesthood, was a bold man in his temper, and 

very insolent; he was also of the sect of the Sadducees, who are very 

rigid in judging offenders, above all the rest of the Jews, as we have 

already observed; when, therefore, Ananus was of this disposition, 

he thought he had now a proper opportunity [to exercise his 

authority].  Festus was now dead, and Albinus was but upon the 

road; so he assembled the sanhedrim of judges, and brought before 

them the brother of Jesus, who was called Christ, whose name was 

James, and some others, [or, some of his companions]; and when he 

had formed an accusation against them as breakers of the law, he 

delivered them to be stoned . . .” (Antiquities, 20.9.1).   

(2)  His concern over the Law of God and the traditions of the Jews is 

clearly seen in Acts 21:17-25, “After we arrived in Jerusalem, the 

brethren received us gladly.  And the following day Paul went in 

with us to James, and all the elders were present.  After he had 

greeted them, he began to relate one by one the things which God 

had done among the Gentiles through his ministry.  And when they 

heard it they began glorifying God; and they said to him, ‘You see, 

brother, how many thousands there are among the Jews of those 

who have believed, and they are all zealous for the Law; and they 

have been told about you, that you are teaching all the Jews who are 

among the Gentiles to forsake Moses, telling them not to circumcise 

their children nor to walk according to the customs.  What, then, is 

to be done?  They will certainly hear that you have come.  Therefore 

do this that we tell you.  We have four men who are under a vow; 

take them and purify yourself along with them, and pay their 

expenses so that they may shave their heads; and all will know that 

there is nothing to the things which they have been told about you, 

but that you yourself also walk orderly, keeping the Law.  But 

concerning the Gentiles who have believed, we wrote, having 

decided that they should abstain from meat sacrificed to idols and 

from blood and from what is strangled and from fornication’” (vv. 

17-25).   

(3)  His letter focuses very much on the Law (see the book of James).   
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(4)  Philip Schaff writes, “There was a necessity for the ministry of 

James.  If any could win over the ancient covenant people it was he.  

It pleased God to set so high an example of Old Testament piety in 

its purest form among the Jews, to make conversion to the Gospel, 

even at the eleventh hour, as easy as possible for them.  But when 

they would not listen to the voice of this last messenger of peace, 

then was the measure of the divine patience exhausted, and the 

fearful and long-threatened judgment broke forth.  And thus was the 

mission of James fulfilled.  He was not to outlive the destruction of 

the Holy City and the temple.  According to Hegesippus, he was 

martyred in the year before that event, that is, AD 69” (History, 

1:314).   

 

(b)  Peter, Russell believes, was the other witness.   

(1)  He too was an apostle, one of Christ’s primary witnesses, who 

lived in Jerusalem (Gal. 1:18,19; Acts 17:17), who had the ability to 

perform miracles, and who lived right up to the destruction of 

Jerusalem.   

(2)  It’s interesting that both Peter and James in their ministry and 

letters address the same audience:  the Jews.   

(I)  “James, a bond-servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to 

the twelve tribes who are dispersed abroad:  Greetings” (James 

1:1).   

(II)  “Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who reside as aliens, 

scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and 

Bithynia” (1 Peter 1:1).   

 

(3)  We don’t have a record of Peter’s death, but it is very likely that he 

died in Jerusalem, and not Rome.   

(I)  Jesus told him that he would be martyred:  “Truly, truly, I say to 

you, when you were younger, you used to gird yourself and walk 

wherever you wished; but when you grow old, you will stretch 

out your hands and someone else will gird you, and bring you 

where you do not wish to go.”  Now this He said, signifying by 

what kind of death he would glorify God. And when He had 

spoken this, He said to him, ‘Follow Me!’” (John 21:18-19).   

(II)  Jerusalem was the most likely place for most of the prophets:  

“Nevertheless I must journey on today and tomorrow and the 

next day; for it cannot be that a prophet would perish outside of 

Jerusalem.  O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the 

prophets and stones those sent to her!  How often I wanted to 

gather your children together, just as a hen gathers her brood 

under her wings, and you would not have it!” (Luke 13:33-34).   

 

(4)  James and Peter represented the Law and the Prophets to their own 

generation.   
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(vi)  The time of their ministry is three and a half years, the time of the 

Jewish war.   

(a)  They prophesy in sackcloth:  their message is that of coming 

judgment.   

(b)  They are two olive trees or two candlesticks:  those upon whom the 

Spirit of God has been poured.   

(c)  They testify to their message by miracles.   

(d)  And they both seal their testimony with their blood:  We know James 

was martyred in Jerusalem.  We don’t have that eyewitness account 

regarding Peter, but we do know he was martyred.   

(e)  That they would be killed and then their bodies left unburied could 

easily be explained by the Jews contempt for them and the times in 

which this happened.   

(f)  After their death, they were raised up again and ascended into heaven.   

 

(vii)  When did their death occur?   

(a)  “When they have finished their testimony, the beast that comes up out 

of the abyss will make war with them, and overcome them and kill 

them” (v. 7).   

(b)  The beast, as we will see, was Nero.  He was the first emperor to 

persecute Christianity, and he did so for 42 months (November 64 – 

June 68).  It was under his reign that the war with the Jews began.   

 

(viii)  After the death of these witnesses, an earthquake killed many 

thousands.   

(a)  “And in that hour there was a great earthquake, and a tenth of the city 

fell; seven thousand people were killed in the earthquake, and the rest 

were terrified and gave glory to the God of heaven” (v. 13).   

(b)  Josephus writes of a great earthquake that took place during the 

Jewish War, but prior to the siege of Jerusalem, “And now did the 

Idumeans make an acclamation to what Simon had said; but Jesus [one 

of the high priests] went away sorrowful, as seeing that the Idumeans 

were against all moderate counsels, and that the city was besieged on 

both sides.  Nor indeed were the minds of the Idumeans at rest; for they 

were in a rage at the injury that had been offered them by their 

exclusion out of the city; and when they thought the zealots had been 

strong, but saw nothing of theirs to support them, they were in doubt 

about the matter, and many of them repented that they had come 

thither.  But the shame that would attend them in case they returned 

without doing any thing at all, so far overcame that their repentance, 

that they lay all night before the wall, though in a very bad 

encampment; for there broke out a prodigious storm in the night, with 

the utmost violence, and very strong winds, with the largest showers of 

rain, with continued lightnings, terrible thunderings, and amazing 

concussions and bellowings of the earth, that was in an earthquake.  
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These things were a manifest indication that some destruction was 

coming upon men, when the system of the world was put into this 

disorder; and any one would guess that these wonders foreshowed 

some grand calamities that were coming” (Wars, 4.4.5).   

(c)  The result of the attack of the Idumeans and Zealots on the Temple 

were that many thousands died:  “The Cruelty of the Idumeans When 

They Were Gotten into the Temple During the Storm; and of the 

Zealots.  Concerning the Slaughter of Ananus, and Jesus, and 

Zacharias; and How the Idumeans Retired Home.  1.  THIS advice 

pleased the Idumeans, and they ascended through the city to the temple. 

The zealots were also in great expectation of their coming, and 

earnestly waited for them. When therefore these were entering, they 

also came boldly out of the inner temple, and mixing themselves 

among the Idumeans, they attacked the guards; and some of those that 

were upon the watch, but were fallen asleep, they killed as they were 

asleep; but as those that were now awakened made a cry, the whole 

multitude arose, and in the amazement they were in caught hold of their 

arms immediately, and betook themselves to their own defense; and so 

long as they thought they were only the zealots who attacked them, 

they went on boldly, as hoping to overpower them by their numbers; 

but when they saw others pressing in upon them also, they perceived 

the Idumeans were got in; and the greatest part of them laid aside their 

arms, together with their courage, and betook themselves to 

lamentations.  But some few of the younger sort covered themselves 

with their armor, and valiantly received the Idumeans, and for a while 

protected the multitude of old men.  Others, indeed, gave a signal to 

those that were in the city of the calamities they were in; but when 

these were also made sensible that the Idumeans were come in, none of 

them durst come to their assistance, only they returned the terrible echo 

of wailing, and lamented their misfortunes.  A great howling of the 

women was excited also, and every one of the guards were in danger of 

being killed.  The zealots also joined in the shouts raised by the 

Idumeans; and the storm itself rendered the cry more terrible; nor did 

the Idumeans spare any body; for as they are naturally a most barbarous 

and bloody nation, and had been distressed by the tempest, they made 

use of their weapons against those that had shut the gates against them, 

and acted in the same manner as to those that supplicated for their lives, 

and to those that fought them, insomuch that they ran through those 

with their swords who desired them to remember the relation there was 

between them, and begged of them to have regard to their common 

temple.  Now there was at present neither any place for flight, nor any 

hope of preservation; but as they were driven one upon another in 

heaps, so were they slain.  Thus the greater part were driven together by 

force, as there was now no place of retirement, and the murderers were 

upon them; and, having no other way, threw themselves down headlong 

into the city; whereby, in my opinion, they underwent a more miserable 
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destruction than that which they avoided, because that was a voluntary 

one.  And now the outer temple was all of it overflowed with blood; 

and that day, as it came on, they saw eight thousand five hundred dead 

bodies there.” (4.5.1).”   


