
 

“The Blood of the Covenant” 
(Hebrews 9:15-22) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  In our passage this evening, the author reminds us of something which is 
essential to Christianity, and to our salvation, “Without the shedding of blood there is no 
forgiveness” (v. 22).  This is something that the Lord shows us again and again, every 
time we celebrate the Lord’s Supper.  Remember, the cup represents the blood of Christ 
which was shed for us and for our salvation.  This is why the author spends so much time 
speaking about blood.  This is why the Bible speaks so much about blood.  This is why 
the pastor who spoke at Melodie Friesen’s Memorial Service, pastor Yeager, was so 
upset when he heard that there were those at that church now who did not want to talk 
about the blood of Christ.  Some leaders in churches today think that those who come 
into their worship services from the world will not understand the need for blood to be 
shed.  So what they decided to do was to remove the offense, and not talk about it.  But 
the problem is, on the one hand, that the world will never understand why Christians do 
what they do, until the Spirit of God works in their hearts.  They won’t find anything at 
all attractive about the worship of God, or obedience to the Law of God.  On the other 
hand, they will never be saved until they learn about the death of Christ.  They need to 
realize that they deserve death.  They need to realize that God requires their death for 
their sins.  But they also need to be told that Christ has died for sinners, and if they will 
come to Him and believe on Him for their salvation, His death will become theirs, and 
they shall be saved.   
  Blood is important.  And that is what the author of this letter to the Hebrews again 
tells us this evening.  He tells us that  
 
  The blood of Christ was poured out to inaugurate, or to start, the New Covenant.   
 
I.  He begins by saying that because Christ shed His blood, He is the mediator of a 

new covenant.   
A.  When you look at verse 15, of our passage this evening, its very difficult to 

understand what it says, as long as it is worded the way it is.  I would like to shift it 
around a little, so that you can see what it means more easily.  “And for this reason 
He is the mediator of a new covenant, in order that those who have been called may 
receive the promise of the eternal inheritance, since a death has taken place for the 
redemption of the transgressions that were committed under the first covenant.”  
1.  Now lets take it apart, piece by piece, so that you can understand what it means.   
2.  First, he says, “And for this reason He is the mediator of a new covenant” (v. 

15a).   
a.  Remember first what a mediator is.  A mediator is one who comes between 

two people or parties when they have become separated by something.   
b.  Children, sometimes you get into fights with your brothers or sisters, and 

your parents need to help you make up with them.  When they do this, they 
are mediators.   

c.  Sometimes as adults we offend others, and sometimes they are so offended 
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that they don’t want to talk to us.  When that happens, we need a mediator, 
someone who will come between us, talk to both parties, and then try to bring 
them back together.   

d.  The priests were the Old Covenant mediators, who stood between God and 
man.  God was the offended party, because man had sinned against Him.  The 
priests were to offer sacrifices on their behalf and pray for them to bring them 
back to God.  And the only reason why God would listen to them was 
because He, in His mercy, had appointed them to do this very thing.   

e.  But we have already seen that these animal sacrifices were not able to 
reconcile God with man, because they could not remove sins.  They could 
only make those who brought them ceremonially clean.  They could not clean 
their consciences.  And because of this, the priest could not really do the job 
of a mediator.  Something better was needed.   

f.  But Christ is the mediator of a new covenant.  It is a better covenant which 
can bring God and man together.  Christ can actually do what it is that a 
mediator is meant to do:  to reconcile both parties together and remove the 
offense.  No one else can.   

g.  And why is He able to do this?  It is because of what the author told us last 
week.  He says “for this reason.”   
(i)  It is because Christ appeared as a high priest, bringing with Him the 

fulfillment of the promises:  the promises of eternal life (v. 11).   
(ii)  It is because when Christ entered the tabernacle, He did not enter into a 

mere picture of the real one, but into the real one in heaven itself (v. 11).   
(iii)  It is because when He did enter, He did not do so through the blood of 

animals, but through His own blood, which is infinitely more precious (v. 
12).   

(iv)  And it was because through that same blood, He is able to really wash 
our sins away, whereas the blood of animals could not (v. 14).   

(v)  Its because Christ can remove sin that He can also bring us to God.   
 

B.  He tells us secondly that the reason He has become a mediator of a new covenant 
was “in order that those who have been called may receive the promise of the 
eternal inheritance” (v. 15c).   
1.  Remember that the sacrifices were not able to remove any sin.  Therefore, no 

one could ever receive what was promised by the first covenant.   
a.  The promise was, “Do this and live.”  Do this and you will live forever.  If 

Adam would have obeyed God, he would have lived forever.  The tree of life, 
which was also placed in the garden, was the promise to him that if he 
obeyed, he would have life.  But he failed.  And when he failed, he made it 
impossible for anyone else to ever receive life through that covenant.   

b.  From that time on, no one could keep all the requirements.  Everyone who 
was born into the world since Adam, was born guilty of breaking God’s Law.  
Everyone had already failed.   

c.  And the sacrifices of the Old Covenant couldn’t help, because they couldn’t 
take away sin.   

d.  When the Jew brought a sacrifice to the priest, he was admitting that he was 
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guilty of sin.  And when he sacrificed that animal, he was admitting that he 
was guilty enough to die.  The only thing he could do by this sacrifice was to 
seal his own death by this admission.   

 
2.  But Christ has become a mediator of the new covenant so “that those who have 

been called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance.”   
a.  Christ came to give to His elect, to those who have been called, the promise.  

He came to bring it into their reach.   
b.  Its like a child who is reaching up to try and pick an apple off a tree, but the 

apple is too high.  Christ comes by and brings the branch lower, so he can 
reach it.  No.  Its more than this.  For Christ only to lower the branch, so that 
the child could take the apple, would be like His lowering the requirements of 
His Law, so that they could fulfill it.  But the holy requirement never 
changes.  It always demands perfection.  Rather, what Christ does is to take 
the apple off the branch and give it to the child.  He does what His people 
could never do for themselves.   

c.  Eternal life was infinitely beyond our reach, and there was nothing which we 
could do to ever reach it.  But Christ bridges the gap and brings it to us.   

d.  He does that not only for us now, but He also did so for those who were the 
elect under the first covenant, that they too might have eternal life in Him.   

 
C.  And the way that He did this was by offering Himself for our redemption (v. 15b).   

1.   
 

 
His blood has removed the transgressions of God’s elect under the first covenant.   
The purpose for which He was made Mediator was to offer a sacrifice for the 
transgressions under the first covenant (Remember, the first covenant could not take 
away sins.  It could only point to the One who could.)  (v. 15).   
 This is the draw the Jews away from the Law, away from the Old Covenant to 
 Christ.  There was no safety there.   
 This one thing should have sent them looking for something better, for all they had 
was anxiety from the sacrifices, for they could not cleanse their consciences from sin.   
 They must therefore rest in Christ.   

As long as he rested in the law, he could never be free from sin.  But once he 
began to rest in Christ, his sins were removed.  As David writes, “How blessed is 
he whose transgression is forgiven, Whose sin is covered!  How blessed is the 
man to whom the LORD does not impute iniquity, And in whose spirit there is no 
deceit! (Ps. 32:1-2).  To receive this blessedness, he needed to leave the law and 
to rest in Christ.   
The death of Christ removes all of the sins of those who trusted in Him.   
See Romans 3:24-25.   
The moment the blood was shed, the Old Covenant ended and the New began.   
 

A covenant must be inaugurated with blood.   
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Where there is a covenant there must be a death brought by the one who made it.  (There 
must be a symbolic death, such as Abrahamic Covenant.  Animals are killed, the parties 
walk between the pieces.)  (v. 16).  Death is in the masculine, meaning that Christ is the 
death which is brought.   
 
When the blood is shed, then the covenant is in force.  It is not in force before the 
sacrifice is made (v. 17).   
 
For example, even the first covenant was inaugurated with blood (v. 18).   
 
After Moses had finished telling them what God’s commands were, he took the blood of 
bulls and goats, with water, scarlet wool and hyssop, and sprinkled the covenant 
document and the people (v. 19), and he said, “This is the blood of the covenant which 
God commanded you” (v. 20).  The covenant is what is commanded.  It contains the 
stipulations, what it is they are supposed to do.  The blood is what inaugurated the 
covenant, or puts it into force.   

The sprinkling of the book showed that it could not be kept apart from the work of 
Christ.  The sprinkling of the people showed that they could not be cleansed 
except through the blood of Christ.   
Moses told them to look at the blood, even as Christ took the cup and told His 
disciples, “This cup which is poured out for you is the new covenant in My 
blood” (Luke 22:20).   

 
 

 
He also sprinkled everything else in the arrangement:  the tabernacle and all the vessels 
which would be used (v. 21).   
 
Under the Law, virtually everything was cleansed with blood, ceremonially, but not all.  
And this was to teach us that without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.  
Ultimately, it required the blood of Christ to cleanse us of our sins (v. 22).   
 

The exceptions are found in Ex. 19:10; Lev. 15:5; 16:26, 28; 22:6; Num. 31:22-
24.   
There was an exception to remission of sins because of poverty, Lev. 5:11-13.  
But please note that this was only an exception to the ceremonial law.  If they 
really cleansed, there could have been no exception.  But there is no exception to 
the fact that true sin must be cleansed by the blood of Christ.   
 

 
Therefore, the copies of the things in heaven had to be cleansed with blood.  But the 
heavenly things with better sacrifices.  The New Covenant was inaugurated with the 
blood of Christ (v. 23).   
 

 
JFB believe that there was a change in heaven when the atonement took place 
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(Luke 19:38 “Peace in heaven.”)  Man’s sin introduced disorder into the relation 
of God and His angels with respect to man, but this purification removes this 
disorder, and changes God’s wrath into a smile of reconciliation.   
JFB believe that Christ’s atonement was the occasion for Satan’s fall from 
heaven.  (Luke 10:18; John 12:31; Heb. 2:14).   
The fact that the sacrifices are plural has reference to what is needed, and the fact 
that His one sacrifice is equivalent to that which removes many sins.   

 


