
“The Blessings of Adoption” 
(Galatians 4:5-7) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  This morning, we considered what it was like for the Old Covenant people of 
God and for the Gentiles before Christ came.   
a.  The OC people of God were like heirs in their infancy.   

(i)  While they were a church under age, the Lord taught them through the 
types and shadows, through the ceremonial and sacrificial laws what they 
needed to know about their condition, the coming of the Messiah and life 
in Him.   

(ii)  They were children, they were the heirs of the kingdom, but they didn’t 
have the clearer knowledge we have.   

(iii)  They were subject to a system that was tied to this world – everything 
was visible and tangible – though it pointed them beyond this world.   

(iv)  The system was hard; Peter says it was a burden to them (Acts 15:10).   
(v)  Paul likens it to an heir being under guardians, stewards and tutors:  

while he is an heir, he is very much like a slave, at least in what he can and 
cannot do.   

 
b.  The Gentiles’ situation was far more difficult.   

(i)  They were like the heirs in that they were slaves, bound to a system they 
would prefer not to be in bondage to.   

(ii)  Their religion was also tied to the things of the world.   
(iii)  But unlike the Jews, who were the heirs of heaven, they were the heirs 

of hell.   
(iv)  At least they were before Christ came.   

 
2.  When the Father sent Christ into the world, He changed all of that.   

a.  The OC church moved from its infancy to maturity.   
(i)  The types and shadows were replaced with the reality.   
(ii)  The purpose of the Law – as a tutor – was fulfilled.   
(iii)  The earth-bound part of religion was removed – Temple, sacrifices, 

priesthood, ceremonies.   
(iv)  The true spiritual nature of the covenant shone forth.   
(v)  Those who received Christ received the full adoption as sons.   
(vi)  They became the heirs of the kingdom:  salvation is from the Jews.   
(vii)  And as the heirs, they went forth with a commission to bring this 

Gospel of Christ to the whole world.   
 

b.  As a result, the Gentiles heard and moved from slavery to sonship.   
(i)  They were set free from their bondage to earthly religion.   
(ii)  And they too became sons of God and heirs of the kingdom.   
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B.  Preview.   

1.  These are the changes Christ made when He came.  But I would like to move on 
from there to discuss what the blessings are that come with adoption, at least 
those Paul mentions in our text this evening.   
a.  Let’s not forget why he is mentioning them in the first place 

(i)  The Judaizers would pull the Galatian believers back to the earth-bound 
part of the Jewish religion.   

(ii)  In doing so, they would be returning to something that would do them no 
more good than their former pagan religions.   
(a)  It’s true that the OC pointed the Jews forward to Christ and was a 

gracious covenant.   
(b)  But once it had fulfilled its purpose and had been set aside, those 

seeking God through it would end up the same way as those who seek 
Him in any other way than by Christ.   

(c)  Dispensationalists have taught that there are two ways to God:  
through Christ and through Judaism.   

(d)  But Paul says there is only one:  the same way for both Jew and 
Gentile:  Christ alone.   

 
b.  Paul approaches the subject now from a more positive direction as an 

incentive to keep them from following the Judaizers back to the Law and 
away from Christ Himself.   

 
2.  He mentions at least four blessings that are connected with adoption:   

a.  That we move from being a slave to a son.   
b.  That we are granted the Holy Spirit.   
c.  That our relationship with God is such that we may call Him our Father.   
d.  And that we become the heirs of the kingdom.   
 

II.  Sermon.   
A.  The first blessing connected with adoption is the one that is most immediately 

obvious:  that we are no longer slaves, but sons.  “That we might receive the 
adoption as sons. . . .  Therefore you are no longer a slave, but a son” (vv. 5, 7).   
1.  For the Jews, this meant moving from the stewardship of the Law to the 

freedom of full adoption.   
a.  Paul told us that their condition under the OC was virtually that of slaves.   
b.  But now they were freed from those restrictions and enjoyed the full adoption 

as sons.   
 

2.  For the Gentiles – which included us – it was a larger step.   
a.  The only sense in which God was our Father was by virtue of Creation.   

(i)  There is a sense in which God is the Father of all men.   
(ii)  This relationship doesn’t save us; it only makes us more culpable for our 

sins.   
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b.  The problem is we had another father:  the devil.   
(i)  When Jesus told the Pharisees, “You are of your father the devil” (John 

8:44), He didn’t mean this relationship only applied to them.   
(ii)  It applied to everyone outside of Christ:   

(a)  We were born the sons of hell (Matt. 23:15).   
(b)  Paul says we were children of wrath, even as the rest of the world 

(Eph. 2:3).   
(c)  We shared the same nature as the devil and fully deserved God’s 

wrath.   
 

c.  But God brought us into His family.   
(i)  Though we came from two different sources – children of Abraham and 

Gentiles – yet our status became the same.   
(ii)  Apart from Christ, we both deserved hell.   

(a)  The Jews who didn’t believe even more so because of greater light 
(Matt. 11:21-25).   

(b)  But the Gentiles – ourselves included – deserved it as well.   
 

(iii)  But in Christ, we have become children of God.   
(a)  No matter what your national heritage, or your social or economic 

status, nothing comes close to this.   
(b)  This is the greatest honor and privilege that can be bestowed on any 

creature at any time since creation.   
(c)  It would be far better to be born poor, live in poverty and hardship, 

and be a child of God, than to be born a king and die in the devil’s 
family.   

(d)  The reason is that only God’s children receive eternal life; all others 
receive eternal death.   

 
B.  The second blessing is that we are granted the Holy Spirit.  “Because you are sons, 

God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts” (v. 6).   
1.  Certainly, the Spirit’s work was necessary to bring us to Christ.   

a.  Paul isn’t saying here that we become sons – Christians – and then God gives 
us His Spirit.   

b.  He had to give us His Spirit before we could come to Him.   
(i)  Apart from the Spirit, we are dead and can’t receive Christ at all.  Jesus 

said, “I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and I in 
him, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing” (John 
15:5).   

(ii)  “It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; the words that I 
have spoken to you are spirit and are life” (John 6:63).   

(iii)  “For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is 
life and peace, because the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for 
it does not subject itself to the law of God, for it is not even able to do so, 
and those who are in the flesh cannot please God” (Rom. 8:6-8).   
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(iv)  We can’t come to Christ without the regenerating work of His Spirit:  As 
Jesus said to Nicodemus, “Unless one is born of water and the Spirit he 
cannot enter into the kingdom of God” (John 3:5).   

 
2.  But having come to Christ and the adoption of sons, His work continues.   

a.  The Spirit indwells us.   
(i)  He takes up residence in our hearts.   
(ii)  This is to say that He unites Himself to our souls.   

 
b.  Immediately, He begins to work His nature in us.   

(i)  He begins our transformation into Christ.   
(ii)  He becomes a new principle of life, a new motivation, a new affection.   
(iii)  He makes us love God and the things of God.   
(iv)  Sadly, we still do many things to grieve and quench His work.   
(v)  But the glorious truth is that He will never leave us, but will complete 

His work:  He will conform us into the image of Christ.   
 
C.  The third blessing is a filial spirit:  we are given the confidence and the right to call 

God our Father.  “Because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son 
into our hearts, crying, ‘Abba!  Father!’” (v. 6).   
1.  This reminds us that the Spirit’s work is not merely objective, but subjective.   

a.  That is, we come to know that the Spirit is in us not only because the Bible 
says He is, but because we experience certain things.   

b.  The transformation into the image of Christ comes with a relationship that 
Jesus shares with His Father:  that of a son to a father.   

 
2.  The Spirit gives us the right and the confidence to call God, our Father.   

a.  The fact that we can with confidence is a strong indicator that we truly are 
His.   
(i)  This can greatly strengthen our assurance.   
(ii)  And assurance is one of the greatest blessings we can have in this life.   
 

b.  But it also brings innumerable comforts to us in life.   
(i)  Children come to their parents when they need help, knowing they will 

find it and won’t be turned away.   
(ii)  Jesus tells us that we can expect an even greater reception and a more 

abundant help from the Father:  “If you then, being evil, know how to give 
good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in 
heaven give what is good to those who ask Him!” (Matt. 7:11).   

 
D.  The final blessing is that we become the heirs of the kingdom of God.  “Therefore 

you are no longer a slave, but a son; and if a son, then an heir through God” (v. 7).  
(Rom. 8:17).  This means two things:   
1.  We are no longer the heirs of hell.   

a.  The inheritance we would receive from our former father was the same that 
our own works deserved:  hell.   
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(i)  This is what it means to be a son of hell:  it means this is your reward.   
(ii)  Paul said to the unconverted Jews, “But because of your stubbornness 

and unrepentant heart you are storing up wrath for yourself in the day of 
wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God” (Rom. 2:5).   

 
b.  But Jesus Christ has saved us from this well deserved reward.   

(i)  We will no longer be condemned, if we have been adopted into the family 
of God.   

(ii)  One cannot be a true heir of heaven and end up in hell.   
(iii)  The interesting thing is, this truth that probably motivated us to come to 

Christ in the first place, is the one that pales next to the one that follows.   
 
2.  We are now the heirs of heaven.   

a.  Heaven is ours:   
(i)  That place of bliss, that atmosphere of perfect peace.   
(ii)  Where there is no sickness, no strife, no hatred or hostility.   
(iii)  That world of love where all God’s saints swim, as it were, in an ocean 

of love.   
 

b.  These are great blessings, but there is a greater one:  the source of these 
blessings:  God, our Father, and Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, are also 
there.   
(i)  Remember, they are what make heaven to be heaven.   
(ii)  If they weren’t there, the Christian shouldn’t want to be there.   
(iii)  If we think we can be content for all eternity without fellowship with the 

Father and the Son, we must not be Christians.   
(iv)  Jesus said, “This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true 

God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent” (John 17:3).   
(v)  This is what He has saved us for:  not merely for a ticket out of hell, not 

for a pass to paradise, but for eternal love and fellowship with Himself.   
(vi)  And this in a perfect world that continues for all time.   
 

3.  These are the blessings of adoption:  we move from a slave to a son, we receive 
the Holy Spirit’s indwelling, we are given the confidence to call God our Father, 
and we have a glorious future of fellowship with the Father and Son forever.   
a.  What an incentive that Paul gives to the Galatians to keep them from wanting 

to follow the Judaizers back to the Law, and to us to keep us from desiring to 
stray from Christ to a religion of works or any other religion other than the 
true religion of the Gospel of Christ.   

b.  As we think about these things, let’s strengthen our resolve to hold onto the 
love and mercy that God has provided for us in Christ Jesus.   

c.  And if you’ve never embraced the Son, let this motivate you to come now:  
come to Christ and receive His love and mercy, that these things might be 
yours.  Amen.   


