
“The Blessing of a Righteous King” 
(Psalm 21)   

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  As you know, Election Day will soon be here.   
a.  If you have been reading the platforms and following the debates of the 

candidates, you know there is reason to be concerned:  even the most 
conservative on the ballot is still far from what he should be.   

b.  The Lord has chosen not to raise up a truly righteous candidate:   
(i)  By righteous, I mean one who fears God, more than men.   
(ii)  One who knows God’s truth and who is willing to administer that truth 

no matter what the consequences to himself.   
 

c.  Realizing that we are partly responsible for the actions of the man we vote 
for, we should be careful.   
(i)  Even if there are aspects of his platform that we like, we need to 

remember we’re voting for the whole package.   
(ii)  If he holds any unrighteous principle and acts on that principle in office, 

he will be acting for us.   
 

d.  Considering this should cause us to do two things:   
(i)  Seriously to pray before we cast our vote.   
(ii)  And earnestly continue to seek God for revival:  that He would so pour 

out of His Spirit upon this earth and this nation in particular, that such 
candidates we have today would never be considered because of their 
ignorance and immaturity in the things of Christ.   

 
2.  There is one more thing this should cause us to do:   

a.  To give thanks that God has given to the church in particular, and the earth as 
a whole, a King who loves righteousness and justice, One who will carry out 
the whole will of God, a King who can and does overrule the actions of men 
– Jesus Christ.   

b.  This doesn’t excuse us from our responsibilities in praying, voting, or 
anything else we do.   

c.  But it does give us confidence that when we have done what is our duty to do 
in seeking righteous leaders, that the Lord will still accomplish His holy will 
through the one who is elected.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  It’s the Lord Jesus Christ we will consider from our passage this morning.   
a.  This psalm first applies to David, who wrote it:  He writes from his own 

experiences regarding the Lord’s goodness to him, the Lord standing up to 
protect him and his kingdom against all his enemies.   
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b.  But it goes beyond this:   
(i)  David was a prophet – in this psalm he speaks prophetically of Christ.   
(ii)  David was also a type of Christ in many ways, not the least of which in 

his office as king.   
(iii)  Because of this there are many parallels between what God did for 

David and what He did and is doing for His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.   
 

2.  What we need to see is that the Lord has given us a perfect and godly King, who 
rules and reigns over the earth with absolute power, and that He has promised 
one day to subdue all of this King’s enemies under His feet.   
a.  Though as a nation, we don’t deserve a righteous king, God has given us such 

a King, who rules not only over His church, but over the whole world.   
b.  This morning, we’re not going to consider how this psalm applied to David’s 

life as much as how it applies to Christ as an encouragement to us.  We’ll 
consider three things:   
(i)  First, the blessings which come to us through the exaltation of Christ.   
(ii)  Second, the blessed hope that one day everything will be subjected to 

Christ.   
(iii)  Finally, what our response should be to Christ’s kingship.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, we see the blessings that are ours through the exaltation of Christ.   
1.  David writes of Christ’s trust in God’s strength and in His work of redemption, 

“O LORD, in Your strength the king will be glad, and in Your salvation how 
greatly he will rejoice!” (v. 1).   
a.  When the Son of God came into the world as a man, He took on Himself the 

limits of a man.   
(i)  He became like us in every sense of the word, except for sin.   
(ii)  Which means He relied on His Father and the strength of His Spirit as a 

man.   
(iii)  And so He rejoiced in God’s strength to do His work and in His 

protection to carry out His will:  that work being the work of redemption.   
(iv)  Even during His betrayal, arrest, trial, crucifixion, and death, Jesus 

trusted Him.   
(v)  And He was not disappointed:  the Father was with Him, upheld Him, 

took His soul to heaven when He yielded it at His death, and raised Him 
from the dead in three days.   

 
b.  Jesus also rejoiced in the salvation His Father brought about through this 

work.   
(i)  Not just in His own salvation from His enemies, but in the work of 

redemption the Father sent Him into the world to carry out.   
(ii)  The author to the Hebrews writes that Jesus “for the joy set before Him 

endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand 
of the throne of God” (12:2).   
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(iii)  He rejoiced in honoring His Father by satisfying His justice, and He 
rejoiced in the salvation He would bring His people.   

 
2.  Second, David writes of how the Father fulfilled Christ’s deepest desire:  that 

His work be completed, His people saved, and that He receive His people as 
reward for His work.   
a.  “You have given him his heart's desire, and You have not withheld the 

request of his lips” (v. 2).   
(i)  Jesus asked that the Father might save those He had given Him and show 

them His glory:  “Father, I desire that they also, whom You have given 
Me, be with Me where I am, so that they may see My glory which You 
have given Me, for You loved Me before the foundation of the world” 
(John 17:24).   

(ii)  The Father answered that prayer.   
 

b.  The Father gave Christ that people, along with glory, an eternal kingdom and 
inheritance in the New Heavens and New Earth:  “For You meet him with the 
blessings of good things; You set a crown of fine gold on his head” (v. 3).   
(i)  He vindicated Christ at His resurrection in the eyes of the world.   
(ii)  He raised Him up into heaven, exalted Him, and crowned Him as Lord 

over all creation.   
(iii)  And He gave Him all that He promised:  “But the LORD was pleased to 

crush Him, putting Him to grief; if He would render Himself as a guilt 
offering, He will see His offspring, He will prolong His days, and the good 
pleasure of the LORD will prosper in His hand.  As a result of the anguish 
of His soul, He will see it and be satisfied” (Isa. 53:10-11).   

 
c.  He gave Him everlasting life – as Isaiah said, that His days would be 

prolonged:  “He asked life of You, You gave it to him, length of days forever 
and ever” (v. 4).   
(i)  He gave Him not only resurrection life, but eternal life – He would never 

allow Him to die again:  “I have set the LORD continually before me; 
because He is at my right hand, I will not be shaken.  Therefore my heart 
is glad and my glory rejoices; My flesh also will dwell securely.  For You 
will not abandon my soul to Sheol; nor will You allow Your Holy One to 
undergo decay.  You will make known to me the path of life; in Your 
presence is fullness of joy; in Your right hand there are pleasures forever” 
(Psa. 16:8-10).   

(ii)  He gave Jesus this like not only for Himself, but for all whom the Father 
has given Him – that means we benefit from this blessing.   

 
d.  He gave Him glory:  “His glory is great through Your salvation, splendor and 

majesty You place upon him” (v. 5).   
(i)  Not only the glory He has as the eternal Son of God.   
(ii)  But the glory He received from the Father for His work.   
(iii)  And the glory He receives from us for saving us.   
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e.  He gave him blessing:  “For You make him most blessed forever; You make 

him joyful with gladness in Your presence” (v. 6).   
(i)  Being made perfectly happy in the presence of the Father.   
(ii)  And being filled with the fullness of God – God’s Spirit – the same Spirit 

that He pours out on us.   
 

f.  And He gave Him the assurance that nothing in heaven or earth would ever 
threaten these blessings:  “For the king trusts in the LORD, and through the 
lovingkindness of the Most High he will not be shaken” (v. 7).   
(i)  Being exalted to this place of honor and authority has given Him many 

enemies.   
(ii)  But not one will successfully assault Him, for the Lord is His protector.   
(iii)  This is why He guarantees life to us forever.   
 

3.  Through Christ’s exaltation, we have received many blessings:   
a.  Salvation from the judgment due for our sins:  hell.   
b.  An intimate relationship with this One who laid down His life and the Father 

(John 17:3).   
c.  Communion in His blessings:  the blessings of His Spirit, and an eternal 

inheritance that can never be shaken.   
d.  Jesus has brought the blessings of heaven down to us – something no earthly 

king or president could ever do.   
e.  Although an earthly leader could bring something of God’s blessings to this 

nation, if he would only submit to Christ and lead this nation in His ways.   
 
B.  Second, we see the blessed hope that one day everything will be subjected to 

Christ:  the Lord has exalted His Son, but He has also promised to subdue all His 
enemies, as David writes in Psalm 110:1, “The LORD says to my Lord:  ‘Sit at My 
right hand until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet.’”   
1.  The Lord will discover all those who are the enemies of His Son:  “Your hand 

will find out all your enemies; Your right hand will find out those who hate you” 
(v. 8).   

2.  If they do not repent and submit to Him, but continue to rebel and commit evil 
acts against Him, He will pour His wrath on them:  “You will make them as a 
fiery oven in the time of your anger; the LORD will swallow them up in His 
wrath, and fire will devour them” (v. 9).   
a.  As we also saw in Psalm 2:  Now therefore, O kings, show discernment; take 

warning, O judges of the earth.  Worship the LORD with reverence and 
rejoice with trembling.  Do homage to the Son, that He not become angry, 
and you perish in the way, for His wrath may soon be kindled.  How blessed 
are all who take refuge in Him!” (vv. 10-12).   

b.  They are to submit to Him because that is the good and right thing to do.   
c.  Ultimately if they don’t, He will cast them into hell for their rebellion.   
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3.  Even their descendents will suffer for their rebellion:  “Their offspring You will 
destroy from the earth, and their descendants from among the sons of men” (v. 
10).   
a.  Remember the strong emphasis on households – family connections – in the 

Bible, both for blessing and curse.   
b.  It’s not that God punishes the children for the sins of the fathers – He 

punishes each for their own sins against Him (Ez. 18:20).   
c.  But He will remove His mercies from a family line that doesn’t deserve them 

in the first place for the sins of the parents.   
 

4.  Again, those who attempt to overthrow the Son will fail:  “Though they intended 
evil against You and devised a plot, they will not succeed” (v. 11).   
a.  In Psalm 2, David told us that they couldn’t keep the Son from coming to the 

throne.   
b.  And having come to the thrown, they cannot overcome Him.   
 

5.  But the Lord will overcome them and bring them to an end in His wrath:  “For 
You will make them turn their back; You will aim with Your bowstrings at their 
faces” (v. 12).   
a.  All of Christ’s enemies will be defeated, meaning that all of our enemies will 

also be defeated.   
b.  Christ won this victory when He overcame the devil on the cross.   
c.  The Lord will overcome all His enemies and all the enemies of His Son.   

(i)  He will either subdue their hearts by His Spirit in conversion, or He will 
subdue them in His wrath.   

(ii)  Let’s continue to pray for those we know who don’t know Christ that the 
Lord might subdue their hearts by His Word and Spirit.   

 
C.  Finally, we see what our response should be to Christ’s kingship:  It should be the 

same as David’s – to give Him praise, honor and glory and to rejoice in His 
sovereignty:  “Be exalted, O LORD, in Your strength; we will sing and praise Your 
power” (v. 13).   
1.  We should praise the Lord because He is personally worthy.   
2.  We should praise Him for the greatness of His power exercised in such holy and 

righteous ways bringing down these benefits to us.    
3.  And we should praise Him in that, one day, He will defeat all His and our 

enemies.  Let’s rejoice in this wonderful truth.   


