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I.  Introduction.   

A.  Tonight, we’re going to break ground on biblical manhood and womanhood.   

1.  Needless to say, in our culture we’ve lost our way in this area, as well as all 

others.   

a.  What do you think is the cause?  Sin.   

b.  What does sin do?  It reverses the right order of things.  For instance,  

(i)  God put you at the head of the food chain; sin put you on the bottom.   

(ii)  God made you to live forever in peace and perfect happiness and 

contentment; sin makes you to die forever in turmoil and perfect agony, 

never having even the slightest of your desires fulfilled.   

(iii)  The Lord says you should be the servant of all; sin tells you others should 

serve you.   

(iv)  The Lord says you should love others as you love yourself; sin tells you 

that your concerns are the only legitimate ones, everyone else doesn’t 

matter.   

 

c.  How do you think sin has affected the world?  It has reversed the right order of 

things morally.   

(i)  Based on what sin does, should you expect the world to provide you with 

good moral role models?   

(ii)  No.  You should expect just the opposite – they are much more apt to do 

things that dishonor the Lord, rather than honor Him.   

(iii)  Does that mean that everything they do will be wrong?   

(a)  No.  Why not?   

(1)  The common work of the Spirit restrains sin within through the 

remnant of the moral law still impressed on the soul (conscience).   

(2)  The Spirit also builds restraints in society.   

 

(b)  One warning:   

(1)  Since people generally rebel against these things, you should expect 

that most of what they do will be wrong.   

(2)  Certainly their motives and goals will always be wrong.   

(3)  Sin affects morality.   

 

d.  How do you think sin affects their ability to provide you with proper masculine 

and feminine role models?   

(i)  It will certainly reverse these as well.   

(a)  Men acting like women (effeminate).   

(b)  And women like men.   
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(ii)  Or it will have the effect of putting these things into overdrive.   

(a)  Men being macho.   

(b)  Women being too feminine in a bad way.   

 

(iii)  All unbelievers will miss the target, because they don’t want to hit it – sin 

will make them veer to one side or the other.   

 

2.  All this is to say that you can’t go to the world for your examples.  So where 

should you go?  To the Bible.   

a.  If you want to know what the Lord created you to be as a man or woman – if 

you want a godly example – you must read His Word.   

b.  You must let it correct what you see in the world, and not the other way 

around.   

c.  God’s Word is the standard.   

 

B.  But is knowing the standard enough?   

1.  No.  Knowing the truth won’t do you any good if you don’t want to live it.   

2.  What else do you need before you can be a godly man or woman?  You must 

have the Spirit’s saving work in your heart – you must be born again.   

a.  This comes out clearly in the parable of the Prodigal Son.   

(i)  Here is the story of a young man who had tremendous blessings while he 

lived with his father.   

(a)  We might see him as someone who knew the truth from his upbringing, 

but didn’t have the heart to embrace it and live it.   

(b)  When the world draws him away, and he begins chasing his dream of 

self-fulfillment, he loses his blessings – the Lord allows his world to fall 

apart to bring him to his senses and to bring him home, this time alive 

from the dead and better able to appreciate what he had.   

 

(ii)  Read Luke 15:11-32.   

 

b.  This parable comes in a group of three parables, all having to do with 

salvation.   

(i)  The Parable of the Lost Sheep:  Where you have a shepherd with a hundred 

sheep; one that is lost; the shepherd going out to retrieve the lost sheep; and 

his joy over finding it.   

(ii)  The Parable of the Lost Coin:  Where you have a woman with ten silver 

coins; one of them is lost; her search for the missing coin; and the joy she 

has over finding it.   

(iii)  And the Parable of the Prodigal Son:  Where you have two sons; one of 

them is lost to the world; the Lord going out to find him by removing His 

blessing from that path; his change of perspective; and the joy of his father 

when he repents and returns home.   

 

c.  Let’s consider the parable for a few moments.   

(i)  First, let’s consider the prodigal’s blessings.   
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(a)  What was his relationship like with his father?  His father loved him, 

though at that stage of his life, the prodigal might not have been so 

endeared to his father.   

(b)  What were his privileges in his father’s household?   

(1)  He served him, as the older son also did (v. 29).   

(2)  Everything his father had was his (v. 31), everything he needed.   

 

(ii)  Second, what was getting in his way of seeing his blessings?   

(a)  His desire to experience things outside of his father’s house.   

(b)  His desire for the world (v. 13).   

(c)  He couldn’t see them because of the things he didn’t have, things he 

thought he was missing.   

 

(iii)  Third, what did the Lord do to bring him to his senses?  He gave him what 

he wanted – even though it was bad for him – that He might work good 

from it.   

(a)  He allowed him to go out into the world to experience it firsthand.   

(b)  He allowed him to squander all his resources (v. 13).   

(c)  The Lord brought a famine (v. 14), which made it difficult for the 

prodigal to get enough to eat (vv. 15-16).   

(d)  Sounds a bit like our nation.   

 

(iv)  Did this change the young man’s view of things?   

(a)  Yes.  He came to his senses (v. 17).   

(b)  He realized how good things were in his father’s house.   

 

(v)  What did he decide to do?   

(a)  He purposed to go to his father and confess his sin (v. 18).   

(b)  He humbled himself – he didn’t believe he was worthy to be his son, 

but wanted him to take him as one of the hired men (v. 19).   

 

(vi)  What did his father do?   

(a)  He received him back as his son (vv. 22-24).   

(b)  He rejoiced that the one who was dead was now alive, he was lost and 

now was found (v. 32).   

 

d.  And so what is the point?   

(i)  As long as your heart is in the world, you may know what God’s will is – 

what it means to be a truly godly man or woman – but you will never be 

able to develop this kind of character, because you won’t want to.   

(ii)  You must turn from the world and turn to God first in faith and repentance.   

 

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


