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Over the past two Lord’s Day evenings, we have been looking at the kingly office 
of Christ.  The prophets said that when the Father would send Him into the world, there 
would be those who would try to stop Him from coming to the throne, but they would not 
be successful.  Jesus would be raised up, ascend into heaven, and there made King over all 
the earth.  The nations would be given to Him.  He would rule them with a rod of iron, and 
all kings would either worship and submit to Him or be destroyed.  His reign would also be 
one of righteousness and peace.  Eventually all His enemies would be subdued under Him.  
It would be a time of prosperity, not only materially, but more important, spiritually.  
Eventually His kingdom would put an end to all earthly kingdoms, but it would itself 
endure forever.  This evening, I would like for us to look at one final psalm that has to do 
with the reign of Christ.  This one doesn’t have to do so much with the character of His 
kingdom as it does with the character of the King.  It’s clearly about Christ and not a mere 
earthly king because this King is called God (v. 6).  What I want us to consider from our 
passage is the absolute beauty of this King and what our response to Him should be if we 
are to be a part of His people.   

The first thing I want you to notice is that this psalm is said to be “for the choir 
director, according to the Shoshannim.”  It is commonly believed that this word means 
either set to an instrument of six strings, or it means lilies or roses, flowers used in 
weddings.  In this case, it refers to a wedding song – a song of love between Christ and His 
church.   

Second, I want you to notice the attitude of the writer, as he writes this psalm by 
the Spirit of prophecy.  First, he considers his own attitude towards what he’s doing in 
verse 1, “My heart overflows with a good theme; I address my verses to the King; my 
tongue is the pen of a ready writer.”  As he thinks about the glory of this King who is about 
to be married, his heart is filled with love and adoration.  And, as the mouth speaks from 
that which fills the heart, so his tongue is ready to speak of the glory of this very special 
King and of this very special occasion.  Needless to say, this should be our attitude when 
we think of our King and our coming marriage to Him.  I fear that we don’t think about 
these things as much as we should.  Far too often our hearts are filled with love for the 
world, rather than for Christ.  But it shouldn’t be this way.  We should always want to talk 
about Christ – what He has done for us, but especially how glorious He is.  But how often 
do we find ourselves talking about the things of the world instead?  Why do we do this?  
It’s because out of the treasure of our hearts, our mouths speak.  Whatever we love the 
most, that’s what we’ll talk about.  If you want to find out what you love the most, just 
consider what you think about, what you say and what you do.  That’s the quickest and 
surest way to see what’s in your heart.  What was on this author’s heart was Christ.  He 
looked forward to the marriage of the Lamb with His church, and it filled his heart with 
joy.   

Third, notice what the writer says about this King.  He writes, “You are fairer than 
the sons of men; grace is poured upon your lips; therefore God has blessed You forever” 
(v. 2).  Speaking of the King, he says that He is fairer than the sons of men.  We know 
from the Scripture that this One he speaks of was eternally the Son of God who became a 
man.  But we also know that when He came, He didn’t appear as a perfect man, but made 
in the likeness of sinful flesh (Rom. 8:3).  In another place, we read, “He has no stately 
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form or majesty that we should look upon Him, nor appearance that we should be attracted 
to Him” (Isa. 53:2).  All this is to say that this beauty the psalmist tells us about here is not 
a physical beauty.  It’s not the kind of beauty the world runs after today.  It was an inward 
beauty, the beauty of virtue, of purity, of holiness.  It’s the kind of beauty that’s attractive 
to God, that kind that adorned the Proverbs 31 woman, the kind that we should be seeking 
to beautify ourselves with, rather than working on our outward appearance.  This is what 
made the King “fairer than the sons of men” to the psalmist, and this is what should make 
Him beautiful to us as well:  the beauty of His deity.   

Further, he says, “Grace is poured upon Your lips.”  The Son of God, who was 
made man, who came into this world for our salvation and to inherit a kingdom, was 
anointed with the Spirit of God beyond measure (Isa. 11:2; John 3:34), so that He might 
speak God’s Word.  The work Jesus did before His crucifixion was mainly that of 
preaching and teaching.  He also did miracles of healing, of raising the dead, and 
multiplying the fish and loaves, but this was mainly to prove that the words He spoke were 
from God.  His main work was preaching – His prophetic role, before He laid down His 
life in His priestly office – which was why He was anointed as a prophet, so that we might 
know the will of God for our salvation.  God poured grace by His Spirit upon His lips that 
He might declare to us His truth.   

And then finally in this verse, the psalmist writes, “Therefore, God has blessed You 
forever.”  Having sent the Son into the world as a man, and having anointed Him with 
wisdom and knowledge by His Spirit, He has not only blessed Christ, but also made Him a 
blessing to all the nations.  Through His atoning death, He sprinkled many nations (Isa. 
52:15).  All who come to God through faith in Him will be saved.  But through His work 
God has also blessed Him.  He has exalted Him over all the nations and given Him the 
name above every name, that every knee should bow to Him (Rom. 14:11; Phil. 2:10), and 
that all the redeemed may glorify and bless Him forever.   

So the writer of this psalm, in the Spirit of prophecy, looked forward to the Messiah 
and saw His glory, and when he did, his heart was so filled by what he saw, he had to 
speak of it.  This King would be full of virtue, would speak with the wisdom of God and 
would receive God’s blessing through His work of redemption.   

But there is more.  The psalmist also speaks of how this King would conquer His 
enemies.  The fact that He was to be a bridegroom didn’t exclude Him from war.  He 
would also be a glorious warrior.  The King would gird His sword on His thigh, in His 
splendor and majesty, and would ride on victoriously for the cause of truth, meekness and 
righteousness.  The sword of Christ is often the sword of the Spirit.  He conquers by the 
power of His truth.  This is the Word written, read, preached and witnessed.  It is the Word 
of righteousness, the Word that is able to reveal that righteousness and grant it through the 
Gospel.  The instruments He uses to bring this truth to others are often His people.  And 
He wills that we do it in the same way He did – in a spirit of meekness and gentleness.  
Christ did not come to terrorize His people.  He did not come to break the bruised reed or 
put out the smoldering wick (Isa. 42:3).  But rather to bind up the broken hearted and to 
fan the lingering spark of affection into a flame.  Jesus called out to His people in Matthew 
11:28-30, “Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.  Take 
My yoke upon you, and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart; and you shall 
find rest for your souls.  For My yoke is easy, and My load is light.”  However, not 
everyone He subdues would be of His elect.  Not all of them would turn from their sins.  
Some He would have to conquer by other means.  And so the psalmist also says, “Let Your 
right hand teach You awesome things.  Your arrows are sharp; the peoples fall under You, 
Your arrows are in the heart of the King’s enemies” (vv. 4-5).  It’s true that His Word 



3 

strikes like an arrow in the hearts of His elect, convicting, convincing and subduing them.  
But He strikes His enemies with a rod of iron, and brings them down to the ground with 
His arrows.  In A. D. 70, He destroyed the Jews because they would not believe in Him or 
receive Him (Matt. 24-25).  Paul tells us that His wrath is daily poured out on those who 
refuse to believe and submit to Him (Rom. 1:18).  And when He comes again on the final 
day, He will put an end to them one and for all (Rev. 20:9).   

Now as a reward for His work of salvation, and so that He will have what He needs 
to subdue His enemies, the Father gave Him authority – He gave Him a throne.  And He 
established the fact that His kingdom will endure forever.  He says, “Your throne, O God, 
is forever and ever” (v. 6).  It’s interesting that the psalmist, speaking by the Spirit of 
prophecy, says that this King here is God.  The author to the Hebrews quotes this verse to 
tell us that the Father here calls Jesus, God (Heb. 1:8).  If you ever wanted a clear verse to 
give to the Jehovah’s Witnesses to prove the deity of Christ, this is it.  But the Father gives 
His Son a kingdom and authority, as we’ve seen, to subdue His and our enemies.  And this 
kingdom will continue to endless ages, even after all of His enemies are defeated and He 
and His kingdom are submitted to the Father (1 Cor. 15:28).  And notice the character of 
His reign:  He wields a scepter of uprightness.  He is the King of righteousness.  He loves 
the things that are good and right.  He loves God’s Law.  He rejoices when His subjects do 
what is right, and hates everything that is against His Father’s commandments.  When He 
became our servant to win us back to God, He kept this Law perfectly.  And now exalted 
high over all His Father’s kingdom, He rules by that same Law, dispensing justice and 
equity.   

But this isn’t His only reward.  Because of His love for righteousness and His 
hatred of wickedness, His Father has anointed Him with the oil of gladness above His 
fellows (v. 7).  This refers to the Holy Spirit.  Joy in one of His fruits.  Because He 
humbled Himself and did the will of His Father, His Father not only exalted Him in power 
and authority, He also blessed Him with joy.  This obviously has to do with His human 
nature and not His divine nature, because in His divine nature, He already has perfect joy.  
We read in the Bible that the angels rejoice in the salvation of the saints, but Jesus rejoices 
in it much more than they do.  The Father has anointed Him with perfect joy, the Spirit 
without measure.  The references here to His garments being scented with myrrh, aloes and 
cassia, also have to do with this anointing of the Spirit.  They were a part of the anointing 
oil that was used in the service of the Temple and Tabernacle and represented the Spirit’s 
work, perhaps referring to His gifts and graces by which He draws men to Christ.  And the 
reference to ivory palaces and stringed instruments show the glory of the courts of this 
King above, which also bring joy to His heart.  This is the place where He now lives as a 
further reward and blessing for His work.  But it is also the place that He has prepared for 
His people so that we might be with Him and rejoice with Him forever in His presence.   

Finally, we see a representation of the church in His presence in the King’s 
daughters and the queen.  The King’s daughters probably refer to the church as individual 
believers, since every believer is a child of the King.  The queen is probably the church 
collectively who is to marry this great King.  Notice that she is given glory by the King, 
which is represented by her being clothed in gold from Ophir.  The Lord Jesus died so that 
He might wash her and cloth her in spotless garments of white.  But He also died to give 
her glory as a reward for her sufferings, which is represented here by the gold.   

And so we see the glory of this King:  He is adorned with holiness; the Spirit 
anoints His lips so that He might be our Prophet; He is blessed by God and becomes a 
blessing to His people.  He goes forth in His splendor and majesty and conquers by His 
Word in righteousness and meekness, but He also destroys those who stand in His way.  
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For His work, His Father has given Him authority and a kingdom that will last forever.  He 
has anointed Him with the Spirit of joy, and with gifts and graces to draw all men to 
Himself.  And He has given Him a lavish court in heaven full of rejoicing, where He will 
gather His bride to Himself.   

Second now, and very briefly, let’s look at the call to the bride to accept this King.  
The prophet entreats through the Spirit of the Father, “Listen, O daughter, give attention 
and incline your ear; forget your people and your father's house; then the King will desire 
your beauty; because He is your Lord, bow down to Him” (vv. 10-11).  This is the call of 
the Gospel.  We are called upon to forget our people and our father’s house.  We are to 
renounce all other espousals.  This is the law of marriage.  We are to turn away from any 
other offers, and take Christ as our all and all.  And we are not to look back, as Lot’s wife 
did (Luke 17:32).  As the patriarchs, we are not to think about the country we have left.  
We are to look for the heavenly city (Heb. 11:13-16).  We are to hate father and mother, 
wife or husband, children, lands, and possessions, by comparison of our love for Him 
(Luke 14:26).  If we do – and we can only do this by His grace – then the King will desire 
our beauty.  Holiness is the only thing that is beautiful to Christ, and so He will only desire 
us if His Father puts His Spirit in our hearts and applies His atonement to us to take our 
sins away.  And we must bow down to Him as our Lord and be subject to Him, even as a 
wife is to her husband (v. 11).  In other words, we must repent.  If we do, then the King 
will accept us.   

Finally, we see the glorification of the bride.  The daughter of Tyre will come with 
a gift (v. 12).  It’s difficult to know what this means, but it might be a reference to the 
Gentiles coming into the church having seen the glory of the church of Christ.  “The rich 
among the people will entreat your favor” (v. 12b), which probably has to do with the 
honor that the people of God will experience.  But then comes the wedding, “The King’s 
daughter is all glorious within; her clothing is interwoven with gold.  She will be led to the 
King in embroidered work; the virgins, her companions who follow her, will be brought to 
You.  They will be led forth with gladness and rejoicing; they will enter into the King’s 
palace” (vv. 13-15).  Notice that her glory is not without, but within, in the soul, in the 
beauty of holiness, like her Lord, and not in mere outward adornment like the queens of 
this world.  It is the beauty of love and good deeds, the righteous deeds of the saints.  
Again, the virgins probably represent the church as individual Christians and the queen, the 
church in all her glory being married to the King, just as the church is represented in the 
parable of the Ten Virgins (Matt. 25:1-12).  The glory of this union is represented by the 
offspring of this royal couple, “In the place of your fathers will be your sons; You shall 
make them princes in all the earth” (v. 16).  This could be a reference to the replacing of 
the Old Covenant with the New.  But it could also be the fulfillment of the promise of 
Christ that His people would rule and reign with Him as princes, as children of the King, 
forever.  Finally, He says, “I will cause Your name to be remembered in all generations; 
therefore the peoples will give you thanks forever and ever” (v. 17).  The psalm ends with 
a promise of blessing to the Son for His work, a promise of honor and glory for His work 
of redemption.  This is what our response should be for the work He has done for us.  We 
should forever honor and glorify Him and give thanks to Him for saving our souls.  This is 
the beauty of the King and what our response should be to Him.  May the Lord by His 
grace grant that we may give Him the glory due to Him from our hearts.  Amen.   


