
“The Apostasy” 

(Revelation 20:7-10) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last time we were in the History of Redemption, we considered the Parable of 

the Mustard Seed and that of the Leaven.   

a.  Jesus showed us in the parable of the mustard seed that the kingdom would 

begin very small, but grow very large and influential – the kings of the earth 

and all nations would eventually seek refuge under its protection.   

b.  He also showed through the parable of the leaven that the influence of the 

kingdom would begin small, but eventually permeate the whole world.   

c.  This is quite a bit different than what we hear today about the kingdom of 

light being neck and neck with the kingdom of darkness, or just holding on 

until Christ comes.   

d.  It will actually have a much larger impact on this world.   

 

2.  Paul tells us that Christ is ruling now, and will continue to rule until all His 

enemies are subdued under Him:  “For He must reign until He has put all His 

enemies under His feet” (1 Cor. 15:25).   

a.  He goes on to say that “the last enemy that will be abolished is death”: (v. 

26), which will take place when Christ returns to raise the dead (v. 54).   

b.  This means all the rest of His enemies will be subdued before He returns to 

conquer death at the Second Coming.   

c.  The point is that when Jesus sent His apostles out to disciple the nations, 

those nations would eventually be subdued under His feet through the 

Gospel.   

(i)  This agrees with what Daniel wrote in 7:13-14, “I kept looking in the 

night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven One like a Son of 

Man was coming, and He came up to the Ancient of Days and was 

presented before Him.  And to Him was given dominion, glory and a 

kingdom, that all the peoples, nations, and men of every language might 

serve Him.  His dominion is an everlasting dominion which will not pass 

away; and His kingdom is one which will not be destroyed.”   

(ii)  The kingdom of God will fill the earth and every nation will serve Him.   

(iii)  We have not yet seen the full influence of the kingdom in this world, but 

the Bible tells us it will be glorious.   

 

3.  There was another very significant event that took place before this growth of 

the kingdom would take place and the end would come.  We’re not going to 

spend much time on it here, since we’ve dealt with it at great length in the 

Discipleship Class.   

a.  Christ sent His disciples out to evangelize the whole earth – i.e. the whole 

Roman Empire – and they actually accomplished this.   
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b.  Their main purpose was to reach first the lost sheep of the house of Israel, 

and then the Gentiles.   

c.  After this work was completed, He brought the guilt of all the righteous 

blood shed on earth on that generation of Jews for killing His Son.   

(i)  This is why Jesus said to them, “The kingdom of God will be taken away 

from you and given to a people, producing the fruit of it.  And he who falls 

on this stone will be broken to pieces; but on whomever it falls, it will 

scatter him like dust” (Matt. 21:43-44).   

(ii)  The Lord is finished with ethnic Israel – He has taken the kingdom from 

them and given it to another nation (the church).   

(iii)  Of course, He still has His elect among the Jews, and He is bringing 

them in through the Gospel.  But as far as the Jews as a nation is 

concerned, the Lord is finished with them.   

 

d.  After that tribulation in 70 AD, the Lord sent His messengers to reach even 

further to the ends of the earth, and He has been gathering His people ever 

since.   

(i)  Jesus said, “And He will send forth His angels with a great trumpet and 

they will gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of 

the sky to the other” (24:31).   

(ii)  I won’t try and reproduce everything we saw here, but encourage you to 

read the notes or listen to the audio or watch the video if you missed the 

class and are interested in studying this subject further.  

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  But now returning to our subject, the kingdom of heaven will grow, its influence 

will be powerful, and Christ’s enemies will be subdued.  There is something, 

however, that will end this glorious age:  it’s not the Second Coming, but 

something that comes just before it – the apostasy.   

a.  During the time of Christ’s reign, His glorious kingdom will become so 

powerful that eventually every knee will bow to Him, as we’ve already seen.   

b.  But when this time comes to a close and the Second Coming is about to take 

place, Satan will be released for a short time to gather the nations for one 

final battle against the church.   

 

2.  What we’ll look at this morning is:   

a.  First, that this apostasy will happen.   

b.  Second, why it will happen.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  Let’s consider first that there will be such an apostasy.   

1.  It’s generally agreed that the first ten verses of Revelation 20 is a series of three 

visions.  The first vision has to do with the binding of Satan.   

a.  An angel comes down from heaven with the key of the abyss, takes hold of 

Satan, and binds him for a thousand years (vv. 1-3).   
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b.  This represents Christ’s first coming into the world to defeat Satan and to 

conquer his kingdom.   

(i)  Jesus tells us in Matthew 12:29, “Or how can anyone enter the strong 

man’s house and carry off his property, unless he first binds the strong 

man?  And then he will plunder his house.”   

(ii)  Christ entered the strong man’s house – the world – when He became 

incarnate.  But in order to free His people from Satan’s hold, He first had 

to bind/defeat Satan.   

(iii)  Now that Satan is bound, he may no longer deceive the nations so that 

the Gospel may be proclaimed and the kingdom advance.   

 

2.  This brings us to the second vision (vv. 4-6) that has to do with the reign of 

Christ.   

a.  The time of Christ’s reign is now – not after He returns again.  The author to 

the Hebrews tells us, “But He, having offered one sacrifice for sins for all 

time, sat down at the right hand of God, waiting from that time onward until 

His enemies be made a footstool for His feet” (10:12-13).   

b.  His reign began at His ascension and will continue until He comes again to 

defeat the last enemy (i.e., death) at the resurrection.   

c.  During the time of His reign, His saints join Him as they pass from death to 

life in the spiritual resurrection known as the new birth.  Paul tells us that we 

are already seated with Christ in the heavenly places, through our union with 

Him (Eph. 2:6).   

d.  This is the time of the kingdom’s expansion, as Christ’s enemies are subdued 

by the Gospel.   

 

3.  Finally, we see in the third vision that Satan is released (vv. 7-10).   

a.  This glorious earthly kingdom was not meant to last forever:  Christ must 

come again, bring everyone to judgment, and bring the New Heavens and 

Earth.   

b.  To facilitate this, Satan is released for a short time (Rev. 20:3).   

(i)  The first thing he does is again deceive the nations that he might gather 

them together for the war.   

(ii)  His war is against the saints, which are pictured as a camp and a city – 

something relatively small compared to this mob of unbelievers 

surrounding them.   

(iii)  His hatred against God and Christ has not weakened during those many 

years of his incarceration, but only increased.  But since he can’t touch the 

Lord or the glorified saints (the church triumphant), he turns his anger 

against the saints on the earth (the church militant).   

(iv)  We’re not given the particulars of this persecution, but it will probably 

take one of the many forms it has already taken in the history of mankind.   

 

B.  Second, why will the Lord allow this to take place?  We can assume at least two 

reasons.   
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1.  First, if the kingdom grows until it fills the whole earth, as we’ve seen, and if 

the majority of mankind will give feigned obedience to Christ, because He is 

restraining their sin as we’ve also seen, then something like this really needs to 

take place prior to the Lord’s coming.   

a.  It wouldn’t do to have Christ come to bring judgment while all the nations 

are busily serving Him – His justice in condemning them would not be 

clearly vindicated.   

b.  His restraint must first be removed, that His enemies might be revealed, that 

the reason for His judgment would be clearly seen, and God glorified.   

 

2.  The second reason would be to give His saints another reason to praise Him.   

a.  When they see the restraint removed, then they will know how indebted they 

were to God for His holding these enemies back for so long.   

b.  And when Christ returns to destroy these enemies, they will also praise Him 

for His gracious deliverance.   

c.  And so we see there will be a general apostasy just prior to Christ’s coming 

in judgment that His enemies might be revealed and His saints delivered.   

 

III.  Application.  This highlights for us a very important truth that we should keep 

constantly before us:  not everyone who appears to be a Christian truly is a Christian.   

A.  We’re not strangers to this fact:  there are counterfeits.   

1.  The Lord gives common grace that restrains sin – family, society, law, church.   

2.  There is also the common work of the Spirit – in awakening, in restraining sin.   

3.  This is what Jesus points us to in the parable of the sower as the stony and 

thorny ground hearers.   

4.  During revivals, such as when Christ’s kingdom comes with great power, that 

restraint is much greater – so much so that many appear to be Christians.   

5.  But when it’s gone, then people begin to express what is really in their hearts 

and show themselves to be unconverted.   

 

B.  There are two applications we should make from this:   

1.  First, we need to make sure we are not stony or thorny ground hearers.   

a.  It’s very likely that we won’t live to see Christ’s return, but the question of 

whether our conversion is genuine is still relevant.   

b.  We need to make sure our relationship with the Lord is real, that we really 

love Him and that we’re not following Him for some other reason, such as 

deliverance from hell.   

c.  If the Lord were to remove His common grace from the earth, and all that 

remained was saving grace, would you have it?  Would you be one of the 

very few in this world who really love Him, who love Him for who and what 

He is and not merely for what you might get from Him?  Does your life show 

that you are a true believer by repenting from your sins and by trusting in and 

walking with Christ, because you really want to do so?   

d.  If not, then pray – pray that the Lord would give you His Spirit, change your 

heart, and grant you the grace to repent and believe.  Don’t wait to the end of 
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your life to discover your condition.  Seek the Lord now, while He may be 

found.   

e.  If you’re struggling with your assurance, then fix your eyes on Jesus Christ 

and His glory as He reveals Himself in His ordinances, and pray that He 

would reveal Himself to you and transform your life from one level of glory 

to the next, until you have a strong assurance.   

f.  If you already have a sound and full assurance, and you have a life that is 

consistent with that assurance by bearing good fruit, then thank God for His 

mercy and ask Him to continue to give you that grace.   

 

2.  Second, let’s do what we can to bring the Gospel to others.   

a.  While the Lord tarries, there is still work to be done.   

b.  Every day there are souls that go into eternity without Christ, who will suffer 

for an eternity, many of them believing they are Christians.   

c.  Let’s pray that the Lord will use us to reach them and show them the truth 

before their time, and ours, is over.  Amen.   

 

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


