
“That You Might Believe” 

(Acts 26:29) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation:  Last Lord’s Day morning, we saw the work of the kingdom described 

as fishing.   

1.  As much as we can, we are to be fishers of men.   

a.  We need to reach out to others and not expect them to come to us.   

b.  We need to look for the opportunities the Lord gives us to talk to others and 

for those special seasons when the Spirit is working in their lives.   

c.  We need to give them reasons (motivations) to come to Christ – the danger of 

hell, the promise of eternal life, the offer of the Lord’s love if they will just 

receive it, your own life testimony.   

d.  We need to be gracious and patient – we might take some abuse before we 

win their confidence; the Lord doesn’t usually convert all at once – it’s a 

process.   

 

2.  And we need to make sure we’re up to the task – we need to be spiritual strong 

and prepared through the means of grace.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  Tonight, let’s follow up on this last point for a bit.   

a.  If fishing for men is one way of describing the work we are to be about, then 

if we’re to be useful to the Lord, we must desire to do this.   

b.  We should want to see as many people as possible be saved.   

c.  This was the heart of our Savior who went out to gather the lost sheep of the 

house of Israel.   

d.  This was the heart of the apostle Paul:   

(i)  Who was willing to become all things to all men that he might save some.   

(ii)  And then would pray for them and work with them until they became as 

much like Jesus as possible, “My children, with whom I am again in labor 

until Christ is formed in you” (Gal. 4:19).   

(iii)  We must want to be fishers of men.   

 

2.  This is what the Lord provided for when He saved us.   

a.  He put a new principle in our hearts – the Holy Spirit.   

b.  The Spirit’s work is to fulfill the Law in us.   

c.  We see His work perfectly demonstrated in Jesus.   

d.  We also see it powerfully at work in the apostle Paul.   

e.  Let’s be reminded this evening through the example of Paul of what the Spirit 

actually does in our hearts to bring this about.   

(i)  He moves us to want others to be saved out of love for them.   

(ii)  And He moves us to want to see them saved out of love for God and His 

Son Jesus.   
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II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, He moves us to want to save others out of a love for them.   

1.  This is what Paul tells us he wanted for his audience:  “I would wish to God, 

that whether in a short or long time, not only you, but also all who hear me this 

day, might become such as I am, except for these chains” (Acts 26:29).   

a.  Who were these people?   

(i)  Festus:  successor of Felix and Roman Procurator of Judea.   

(ii)  Agrippa II:  the son of Agrippa I, the grandson of Herod the Great.   

(iii)  Bernice:  Agrippa’s sister.   

(iv)  The commanders and prominent men of the city of Caesarea.   

 

b.  They were Romans – a mixture of both Jews and Gentiles.   

(i)  All of whom were oppressing the Jews.   

(ii)  Two of which were related to the Herod that tried to kill Jesus (Herod the 

Great) and the Herod that killed James and had Peter imprisoned (Herod 

Agrippa I), who was later eaten by worms in God’s judgment (Acts 12:21-

25).   

 

c.  Note the difference between Paul’s heart toward them and what the world 

might have wanted:  Paul didn’t want revenge – he wanted them to be like 

him – to be saved:  He wanted them,  

(i)  To trust in Jesus.  

(ii)  To have their guilt removed through Christ’s cross.   

(iii)  To be free from God’s wrath.   

(iv)  To have the Spirit within.   

(v)  And to be growing into the likeness of Christ.   

(vi)  He wanted their salvation, their eternal wellbeing.   

(vii)  Paul will later go to Rome seeking the salvation of Caesar’s household.   

 

2.  If we’re true believers, we’ll want nothing less.   

a.  This is the Spirit’s work – the divine nature.   

(i)  Peter writes, “For by these [i.e., His divine power through the knowledge 

of Christ] He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, so 

that by them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having 

escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust” (2 Pet. 1:4).   

(ii)  We share this nature of God – this supernatural love that sets us free 

from the corruption of the world.   

(a)  God so loved the world that He gave His Son.   

(b)  The Son so loved that He laid down His life for His sheep.   

(c)  Paul – filled with the Spirit – so loved that he desired the salvation of 

all who heard him, even though it meant imprisonment.   

 

(iii)  If we have this nature, we will so love that we will want the salvation of 

others as well.   

(a)  The salvation of our children, our family members, neighbors.   
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(b)  Even the salvation of our enemies, “You have heard that it was said, 

‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’  But I say to you, 

love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you 

may be sons of your Father who is in heaven; for He causes His sun to 

rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the 

unrighteous.  For if you love those who love you, what reward do you 

have?  Do not even the tax collectors do the same?  If you greet only 

your brothers, what more are you doing than others?  Do not even the 

Gentiles do the same?  Therefore you are to be perfect, as your 

heavenly Father is perfect” (Matt. 5:43-48).   

(c)  This divine love will move us to seek the greatest good for our 

neighbor – their salvation.   

(d)  It’s so powerful, it will move us even to seek the salvation of our 

enemies.   

(1)  What greater argument/apologetic could be made for the truth of 

Christianity than this?  That’s undoubtedly why Jesus chose the 

Good Samaritan to illustrate the principle of “love your neighbor as 

yourself.”   

(2)  If we have the Spirit in our hearts, we’ll want to bring others to 

Christ – even our enemies – because we will love and care for their 

souls.   

(3)  And we will do what we can, when we can, for as long as we can, 

that they might be saved.   

 

B.  Second, God’s Spirit will also move us to want to save others out of love for God 

and His Son Jesus.   

1.  Paul’s love for his audience wasn’t the only reason he wanted them to be saved 

– it was also because he loved the Lord and wanted Him to be glorified – this is 

the second fruit of the Spirit’s work – He makes us love both our neighbor and 

God.  Paul writes, “For the love of Christ controls us” (2 Cor. 5:14).   

a.  His life was a continual offering to the One who gave Himself that he might 

live, “I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but 

Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in 

the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me” (Gal. 2:20).   

b.  Above everything else, he wanted his Lord to be glorified by receiving those 

souls He died to save.   

c.  That’s another reason he preached the Gospel to all those present, as well as 

all he could reach.   

 

2.  This is something we’ll desire as well if we have the Spirit in our hearts – that 

the Father and His Son Jesus would be glorified through the fulfillment of His 

plan of salvation.   

a.  Knowing that God sent His Son into the world to save, knowing that Jesus 

laid down His life for His sheep, we will do what we can to bring these sheep 

to the Shepherd that He might have His full reward.   

(i)  The more that are gathered to Him, the more He is glorified.   
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(ii)  By having more trophies of His grace.   

(iii)  By having more saints to sing His praises.   

 

b.  How will we do this?   

(i)  By not doing things that turn people off from Christ.   

(ii)  By doing the best we can with our gifts and our opportunities to tell 

others about Christ.   

(a)  We’ll reach out to others and not expect them to come to us.   

(b)  We’ll seek to reach our children, family, neighbors, and even enemies.   

(c)  We’ll look for the opportunities the Lord gives us to talk to others and 

for those special seasons when the Spirit is working in their lives.   

(d)  We’ll give them reasons (motivations) to come to Christ.   

(e)  We’ll strive to be gracious and patient as the Lord works in their lives.   

(1)  Sometimes our efforts may seem fruitless, but that doesn’t mean 

they are.   

(2)  Augustine said that his mother, Monica, was in labor far longer for 

his spiritual birth than for his natural birth.   

 

(f)  Let’s be useful to the Lord by attracting as many people as we can to 

Jesus.   

(g)  This is why the Lord gave us His Spirit – that we might serve Him, by 

serving others.   

(h)  Let’s prepare to come to the Table now that we might receive further 

help from the Spirit to do this.  Amen.   

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


